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Daily Prayer for 2021 
My Father, I could never have sought my happiness in Your love, unless You had 
first loved me. Your Spirit has encouraged me by grace to seek You; Your Spirit 
has made known to me Your reconciliation in Jesus; Your Spirit has taught me to 
believe it; has helped me to take You for my God and portion. Grant me to grow 
in the knowledge and experience of Your love and walk in it all the way to glory. 
Blessed for ever be Your fatherly affection, which chose me to be one of Your 
children by faith in Jesus. I thank You for giving me the desire to live as such.  
It is in Jesus, my Elder Brother, that I have my new birth, restraining power and 
renewing grace. It is by Your Spirit that I call You my Father, that I believe in You 
and that I love You. Strengthen me inwardly for every purpose of my Christian life. 
Let Your Spirit continually reveal to me my interest in Christ and open to me the 
riches of Your love in Him. May He abide in me that I may know my union with 
Jesus and enter into constant fellowship with Him. By Your Spirit may I daily live 
to You, rejoice in Your love and find it the same to me as to Your Son. By Your 
Spirit may I become rooted and grounded in You as a house on rock. I know but 
little—increase my knowledge of Your love in Jesus. Keep me pressing forward for 
clearer discoveries of Your love, so that I may find its eternal fullness. Magnify Your 
love to me according to Your greatness and not according to my deserts or 
prayers—and whatever increase Your give, let it draw out greater love to You.  
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January 
January Write a Verse a Week Theme: Joy—a feeling of great pleasure and happiness. 
Thought for the Month: 
You can't forgive by will alone, but you can hold the whole problem up to God and ask Him 
to give you the gift of a forgiving heart. You will receive it and when you have received it then 
use it to forgive others. You will find that passing on God's gift (of forgiveness) will come quite 
naturally and easily to you. I ceased the attempt to forgive specific individuals and instead prayed 
for the more general gift of a forgiving heart. It was not granted the next day or for several 
days, but gradually it came. After that, a great burden rolled away, my heart softened, I was 
willing to forgive any real or imagined adversary. From that time on I became free of bitterness, 
I have stayed that way ever since, with far greater inner peace. Jonathan Aitkin 
 
Sunday 3rd January. Ps.106:1-5. 2Pet.1:3-11 (ON ZOOM) 
03/01/2021 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.Romans 15:13 
Make every effort to add to your faith…2Pet.1:5  
As Jesus died, His final words were: It is finished!Jn.19:30 When Jesus said that, He was declaring 
that His Mission was completed—the price had been paid in full and mankind had been 
emancipated from sin by God’s Son who had become the Saviour of the world: But he was pierced 
for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed.Is.53:5 Jesus came to save us: Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.Lk.2:11 But now Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to 
do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.Heb.9:26 And what Jesus did, we no longer have to try to do—
not that we could have done it anyway! Jesus has taken our toil and weariness and given us 
lifeJn.3:16 because He is the life: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.Jn.14:6 Spiritual rest (called “Sabbath”) is a gift from God: There remains, then, a Sabbath-
rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from their works, just as God did from 
his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of 
disobedience.Heb.4:9-11  This rest does not come from doing nothing but from doing God’s will: But 
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could 
someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his 
work.Jn.4:32-34 So if we are to stay refreshed and not get tired, we must do God’s work—and God’s 
work is to believe (trust) Jesus: “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The 
work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”Jn.6:28-29 Believing God and His Son is eternal life: 
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.Jn.17:3 

By trusting Jesus we have (spiritual) rest: Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.Matt.11:28-30 Jesus has made Christianity easy 
for us—even prayer is a joy. Jesus agonised in intercession for us: And being in agony, He prayed 
more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.Lk.22:44 But because 
of Jesus’ anguished intercession, our prayer should be sweet and beautiful communion: For he 
bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors. Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a 
child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in labour.Is.53:12-54:1 As Martin Luther said: Remorse 
before Calvary is of God; remorse after you have been to Calvary is of the devil. Repent of your sin, yes; but do 
not make your sin a subject for long and melancholy meditation. Why should I cheat God by spending my time 
and energy on remorse? I am greater than my sins.  God wants us to enjoy our life with Him: Go, eat 
your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already approved what you do. 
Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil. Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all 
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the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is 
your lot in life and in your toilsome labour under the sun. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might.Eccl.9:7-10 However, if we ignore God, we will get spiritually tired: A fool's work wearies 
him;Eccl.10:15 Jesus exchanged many things for us—a spiritual “new for old” policy! 
Jesus exchanged our Punishment: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.Is.53:5 with 
His Forgiveness: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace.Eph.1:7 
Jesus exchanged our Sickness: He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.Matt.8:17 with His 
Health: He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
by his wounds you have been healed.1Pet.2:24 
Jesus exchanged our Sin: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us.2Cor.5:21 with His 
Righteousness: so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.2Cor.5:21 
Jesus exchanged our Death: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.Rom.5:8 with His Life: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.Rom.6:23 
Jesus exchanged our Spiritual Poverty: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor.2Cor.8:9 with His Spiritual Riches: so that you through his 
poverty might become rich.2Cor.8:9 
Jesus exchanged our Shame: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.Heb.12:2 with His Glory: In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.Heb.2:10 
Jesus exchanged our Rejection: About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”Matt.27:46  with His Acceptance: to the praise of his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us [made us accepted] in the One he loves.Eph.1:6 
Jesus exchanged our Curse: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for 
it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”Gal.3:13 with His Blessing: He redeemed us in order 
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit.Gal.3:14 
Because of Calvary and the New Covenant, Believers are complete in Jesus: For in Him dwells all 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and 
power.Col.2:9-10 And we have everything we need for (spiritual) life and godliness: Grace and peace be 
yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.2Pet.1:2-4  

 So why must we add to our faith? Make every effort to add to your faith2Pet.1:5  
Faith is a living thing: The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you have faith as 
small as a mustard seed...Lk.17:5-6 If we don’t stand firm in our faith, we won’t stand at allIs.7:9 which 
is why we must build ourselves up in our faith. But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own 
ungodly desires.” These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves 
in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jude17-21 Our own 
natural instincts can appear similar to the Holy Spirit’s prompting—but the result is quite 
different. However, the Word of God can divide between our soul and our spirit (our natural 
instincts and our spiritual instincts that are inspired by the Holy Spirit)—which is why we need 



  

to be Bible literate and exercise discernment: For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than 
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart.Heb.4:12. 
If we don’t build up ourselves in the faith and add to our faith, we are short-sighted and 
spiritually blind, forgetting that we have been forgiven from our sins: For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is near-
sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore, my brothers, be all 
the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-11 Peter writes 
that we need to add to our faith: goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly 
kindness and love. These qualities are personality traits and are similar to the “fruit of the spirit” (i.e., 
the personality of the Holy Spirit): love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.Gal.5:22-23 And they are developed by trouble! My fellow believers, when you have many 
kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy because you know that these troubles test your faith, and this will give 
you ·patience, perseverance and endurance. And let your patience show itself perfectly in what you do and finish 
its work. Then you will be completely mature and will have everything you need.Jas.1:2-4 We tend to rely on the 
Holy Spirit more through difficulties. When the Holy Spirit becomes embedded with our spirit, 
His personality becomes our personality and maturity is relying on the Holy Spirit in the good 
times as well as in the tough times! Spiritual fellowship is reliance on the Holy Spirit and will 
only fully develop as we fellowship with other people who have the Holy Spirit—New 
Covenant Believers. Then we will have the same joy that Mary and Elizabeth had when the 
Holy Spirit within their babies caused them to leap for joy. We could paraphrase that encounter 
like this: As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the Holy Spirit within me leaped for joy. 
Blessed is the one who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to them! 
So let’s keep on adding to our faith all the personality characteristics of the Holy Spirit so that 
we make our calling and election sure, then we will never fall, and will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer of Faith 
My God, I bless You that You have given me the eye of faith, to see You as Father, to know 
You as a Covenant God and to experience Your love planted in me. For faith is the grace of 
union by which I spell out my entitlement to You. Faith casts my anchor upwards where I trust 
in You and engage You to be my Lord. Be pleased to live and move within me, breathing in 
my prayers, inhabiting my praises, speaking in my words, moving in my actions, living in my 
life, causing me to grow in grace. Your bounteous goodness has helped me believe, Lord, fan 
this divine spark into glowing flame. Lord, awake faith to put forth its strength until all heaven 
fills my soul and all impurity is cast out. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Questions 

1. If God wants us to enjoy life, how do you explain the pain, hurt and hate in the life of 
people in general? 

2. If God wants us to enjoy life, how do you explain the pain, hurt and hate in the life of 
Christians? 

3. How do we make Christianity work for us? 
4. How can we add to our faith? 



  

5. In what way does trouble help develop our faith? 
6. How can we rely on the Holy Spirit more? 

 
Sunday 10th January Ps.107:1-9.  2Pet.1:12-15 (ON ZOOM)  
10/01/2021 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 
So I will always remind you of these things. I'll do it even though you know them. I'll do it even though you now 
have deep roots in the truth. I think it is right for me to remind you.2Pet.1:12-13 
How much of God do you need to know in order to live a successful Christian life?  
Actually, we need very little knowledge of God in order to live a successful Christian life because 
Christianity is a heart-religion, where God writes His laws on our heart and gives us the desire 
to obey Him. The absolute basics of faith are: we must receive Jesus as Lord and acknowledge 
that He is God’s Son, who was born of Mary and that He died and rose again for our sins: 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel.2Tim.2:8 Yet to all who 
did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.Jn.1:12-13 That if you confess 
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved.Rom.10:9-10 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.1Cor.15:17 No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.1Jn.2:23 However, if 
we are not to be blown off course through deception and false teaching we need to mature. 
This means being strong in our faith by growing in our faith—but there are no short-cuts to 
maturity. In our natural life, it takes time to grow from a baby to an adult—learning is a life-
long experience and we need to regularly eat, exercise, study and rest if we are to develop into 
full maturity. And once we have learnt the basics of life, we can use those skills easily and our 
work becomes enjoyable. So it is in our spiritual life—once we have learnt the basics of the 
Christian faith (the 3 “Rs”—Repentance, Remission of sins and Righteousness) we can 
use those skills easily and our work becomes enjoyable. Nearing the end of his life William 
Booth was asked 'What are the things which threaten Christianity in the coming years?' He replied, ‘I 
consider the chief danger to Christianity to be: Religion without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ, 
Forgiveness without Repentance, Salvation without regeneration, Politics without God, Happiness without 
holiness and heaven without Hell!’ We are spirit, soul and body and if we are to maintain our maturity 
we must eat, exercise, study and rest both physically and spiritually. We eat the Bread of Life: 
Jesus answered, It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.'Matt.4:4 We exercise by prayer and putting God’s Word into practice: But you, dear 
friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God's love 
as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jude.20-21 Jesus answered: “My mother 
and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.”Lk.8:21 He replied, “Blessed rather are those 
who hear the word of God and obey it.”Lk.11:28 We study the Word of God: Study to show yourself approved 
unto God, a workman that does not need to be ashamed, dividing the word of truth aright.2Tim.2:15 Besides being 
wise, the spokesman also taught the people what he knew. He very carefully thought about it, studied it, and 
arranged it in many proverbs. The spokesman tried to find just the right words. He wrote the words of truth very 
carefully. Words from wise people are like spurs. Their collected sayings are like nails that have been driven in 
firmly. They come from one shepherd. Be warned, my children, against anything more than these. People never 
stop writing books. Too much studying will wear out your body. After having heard it all, this is the conclusion: 
Fear God, and keep his commands, because this applies to everyone. God will certainly judge everything that is 
done. This includes every secret thing, whether it is good or bad.Eccl.12:9-14 We rest from our own effort of 
trying to please God by doing (instead of being): God's promise that we may enter his place of rest 
still stands. We are afraid that some of you think you won't enter his place of rest. We have heard the same 
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Good News that your ancestors heard. But the message didn't help those who heard it in the past because they 
didn't believe. We who believe are entering that place of rest... Therefore, a time of rest and worship exists for 
God's people. Those who entered his place of rest also rested from their work as God did from his. So we must 
make every effort to enter that place of rest. Then no one will be lost by following the example of those who refused 
to obey. Heb.4:1-11 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.Matt.11:28-30 

However, we must keep to the routine if we are going to stay the course! So then, just as 
you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith 
as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.Col.2:6-7 And that is where Church is really 
important. Although we can spiritually eat, exercise, study and rest at home by ourself (just as 
we can physically eat, exercise, study and rest at home by ourself) it is hard to stay sane and 
sweet without the company of people we love. Isolation is bad for us—and actually, we were 
never meant to be by ourself. The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make 
a helper who is just right for him.”Gen.2:18 God has always intended to use the gathered Believers (the 
Church) to show the world His plan of salvation—people in fellowship with Christ’s Body not 
those in isolation: My task is to bring out in the open and make plain what God, who created all this in the 
first place, has been doing in secret and behind the scenes all along. Through Christians like yourselves gathered 
in churches, this extraordinary plan of God is becoming known and talked about even among the angels!Eph.3:9-

10 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to 
please people but God, who tests our hearts. You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover 
up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even 
though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. Instead, we were like young children among 
you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were 
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.1Thess.2:4-8 When we meet together 
in the Name of Jesus we are Church—and we can edify, exhort and encourage one another 
(which what prophecy is!): But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement 
and comfort.1Cor.14:3 And although this is usually when we come together physically, we are Church 
however we meet (even meeting on Zoom as we are today). So let’s continue to remind each 
other of the old fashioned Gospel that is simple, settled and spiritual. How many times have 
you heard Christians say “God is doing a new thing”: Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and 
streams in the wasteland.Is.43:18-19 But God is not doing a new thing anymore—the “new thing” that 
God promised through Isaiah was the New Covenant that Jesus introduced 2000 years ago. 
And yet God is doing a new thing because His mercies are new every morning and though His 
love is old fashioned, it is always fresh. Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.Lam.3:22-23  God’s command to 
love is the same old command but now it has the new dimension of Jesus: Dear friends, I am not 
writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the 
message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the 
darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.1Jn.2:7-8 And so our greatest priority is to remind 
ourselves (and one another) of the old, old story of Jesus and His love. Peter wrote: I will always 
remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I 
think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon 
put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my 
departure you will always be able to remember these things.2Pet.1:12-15 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to 
you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the 



  

words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Saviour through your 
apostles.2Pet.3:1-2 
Even though some have wandered from the faith, we can be sure of standing firm by 
remembering the old-fashioned Gospel. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.1Tim.6:10-12 The Gospel 
message has not changed—and never will because it is unchangeable: Dear friends, I had been 
eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about something 
else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all time to his holy people.Jude.3 Timothy, my 
son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you 
may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have 
shipwrecked their faith.1Tim1:18-19 Deception works because people believe the lie to be true—so how 
can we be sure that we are not deceived? Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not 
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 
deserve. I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool.2Cor.11:14-16 Here are some simple yet salient safeguards 
that will stop us being deceived:  
Stay in fellowship with God, His Word and His people. We are likely to be deceived and 
go astray if we isolate ourselves from people who are credible and trustworthy: A man who isolates 
himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment. A fool has no delight in understanding, But in 
expressing his own heart. When the wicked comes, contempt comes also; And with dishonour comes reproach. 
[A person who isn't friendly looks out only for himself. He opposes all good sense. A foolish person doesn't want 
to understand. He takes delight in saying only what he thinks.]Prov.18:1-3  

Test what people say and do against the tried and tested teaching of Scripture as taught 
by the Believers over generations—a new revelation is likely to be a fake revelation! Dear 
friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.1Jn.4:1  

Look at the person’s character—do they have the personality of the Holy Spirit and are 
they settled in their faith? But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control? But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were 
also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.1Tim.6:11-12 Do they have 
the peace of Christ AND the Word of God dwelling them? Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:15-17 
So, how much of God do you need to know in order to live a successful Christian life? 
Not much BUT we need to be regularly reminded of the basics—of the 3 Rs of Repentance, 
Remission of sins and Righteousness. So I will always remind you of these things. I'll do it even 
though you know them. I'll do it even though you now have deep roots in the truth. I think it is right for me to 
remind you.2Pet.1:12-13 Then we won’t fall from our safe position but grow in the Grace of God: Dear 
friends, you already know that. So be on your guard. Then you won't be led down the wrong path by the mistakes 
of people who don't obey the law. You won't fall from your safe position. Grow in the grace of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Get to know him better. Give him glory both now and forever. Amen.2Pet.3:17-18 
 



  

Questions 
Explain simply the 3 Rs of Christianity: Repentance, Remission of sins and 
Righteousness 
Why is isolation so damaging (both mentally and spiritually)? 
How can we be sure that we are not deceived? 
How can we best remind one another to add to our faith and that we have been forgiven 
our past sins: I will always remind you of these things. I'll do it even though you know them. I'll do it even 
though you now have deep roots in the truth. I think it is right for me to remind you.2Pet.1:12-13  
 
Prayer of Happiness 
O Lord, help me not to expect happiness from the world, but only in You. Let me not think 
that I shall be more happy by living to myself, for I can only be truly happy if employed for 
You and if I desire to live in this world only to do and suffer what You allot me. Teach me that 
if I do not live a life that satisfies You, I shall not live a life that will satisfy myself. Help me to 
desire the spirit and temper of angels who willingly come down to this lower world to perform 
Your will, though their desires are heavenly and not set in the least upon earthly things—then 
I shall be of that temper I ought to have. Help me not to think of living to You in my own 
strength, but always to look to You and rely on You for assistance. Teach me that there is no 
greater truth than this: that I can do nothing of myself. Lord, this is the life that no unconverted 
person can live—yet it is an end that every godly soul presses after. Let it be my concern to 
devote myself and my all to You. Make me more fruitful and more spiritual. How precious is 
time, and how painful to see it fly with little done to good purpose—I need Your help! O may 
my soul sensibly depend upon You for all sanctification and every accomplishment of Your 
purposes for me, for the world, and for Your kingdom. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 17th January Ps.108:1-6;12-13. 2Pet.1:16-21 (ON ZOOM)  
17/01/2021 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law.Galatians 5:22  

How good is your eyesight? Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress…The 
people walking in darkness have seen a great light.Is.9:1-2 
The chorus of the Quartermaster's Song that the Scouts sing is: “My eyes are dim I cannot see. I 
have not got my specs with me.” We need to wear our spiritual “specs” so that we can see where we 
are going and not get lost in the morose of this terrible pandemic. The Covid-19 virus has 
affected the whole world and yet there are still people who not only deny its existance but are 
also putting others at risk by not taking the simple precautions of “hands, face, space”! Prof. Hugh 
Montgomery, an intensive care doctor, recently warned that hospitals were facing a "tsunami" 
of Covid cases and he feared it would get worse (after New Year's Eve). He said: “People who do 
not follow social distancing rules or wear masks have blood on their hands.”BBC  Yes this is a dark hour 
for us all—especially for those who have lost loved ones—and yet this is not the darkest 
hour this world has known! How about the Black Death from 1340-1350, when up to 75–
200 million died in Eurasia and North Africa? Or the Great Plague of London from 1665 to 
1666, when 100,000 people—almost a quarter of the City’s population—died? Or the Spanish 
Flu at the end of WW1, when up to 100 million people died across the world? Other great 
disasters have come—and gone, such as the tyrannical mass genocide of the last century in 
Armenia (5 million); in Russia (40 million); in Germany (6 million); in China (60 million); in 
Cambodia (1 million); in Rwanda (1 million); …the list goes on and on. But without doubt, 
the darkest hour this world has ever known was Jesus’ Crucifixion when God the Son 
was separated from God the Father: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? At the sixth hour 
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darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”Matt.15:33-34 

Jesus Christ exactly reflects God the Father because Jesus is the Word who was with God and is 
God.Jn.1:1 He [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that 
in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross.Col.1:15-20 When Jesus came to His own people they rejected Him—
especially the religious leaders—but some received Him: The real light, which shines on everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into existence through him. Yet, the world 
didn't recognize him. He went to his own people, and his own people didn't accept him. However, he gave the 
right to become God's children to everyone who believed in him.Jn.1:9-12 Although there can be no greater 
crime against God than to reject His Son, the most heinious of all crimes has to be, to actually 
kill Jesus, especially when knowing that He is the Christ: “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be 
crucified.Jn.19:15-16 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let's kill 
him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants? “He will bring those wretches to a 
wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time.”Matt.21:38-41 No wonder God’s wrath was poured out on Jerusalem for her 
hypocritical and anti-Christ religion: A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the 
Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” A third angel followed them 
and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or 
on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his 
wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.Rev.14:8-10 
But God has a way of turning the bad into good: You planned to harm me. But God planned it for 
good. He planned to do what is now being done. He wanted to save many lives.Gen.50:20 We know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him. He appointed them to be saved in keeping with his purpose. 
God planned that those he had chosen would become like his Son. In that way, Christ will be the first and most 
honored among many brothers.Rom8:28-29 Isaiah prophesied that there was coming a time when a great 
light would come and we would no longer be in gloom—or be gloomy—however dark our 
situation is! This great light is Jesus—the same Jesus who walked along the shores of Galilee: 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the 
sea, along the Jordan—The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned.Is.9:1-2 
So, when darkness comes—either emotional, mental or spiritual darkness—we need to pay 
attention to God’s Word because it will dispel our darkness when it shines in our hearts: And 
we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.1Pet.1:19 Our physical 
heart is the organ that pumps blood around our body—and if it stops, we are dead! But “heart” 
is also used to describe our soul— seat of our emotions (i.e. "a good heart”, or “ a cold heart”). 
Our “heart” is also to describe our spirit—the God-conscious part of us. In the Psalms (which 
is really a hymn book or book of praise) the word “heart” is used 128 times for both soul and 
spirit. This shows the importance of our soul and spirit being in unison. That will ensure we 
have a holy and happy disposition—which is especially important when we praise God! I will 



  

praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will 
sing praise to your name, O Most High.Ps.9:1-2 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me… The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise.Ps.51:10;17  I remembered my songs in the night. My heart mused and my spirit inquired.Ps.77:6 God’s 
Word is a lamp that will show us God’s way: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path.Ps.119:105 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all 
my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin 
against you.Ps.119:9-11   

When our hearts are repentant and humble, God can restore us to full life: The high and lofty one 
who lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this:"I live in the high and holy placewith those whose spirits are contrite 
and humble. I restore the crushed spirit of the humble and revive the courage of those with repentant hearts.Is.57:15 

But we need to stay repentant and humble—which is why must keep God’s prophetic Word 
shining into our hearts. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 
illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper,rise from the dead,and Christ will shine 
on you.” Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil.Eph.5:13-16 God’s Name and His Word are equally important: I will bow down 
toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above 
all things your name and your word.Ps.138:2 And when we revere, reverence and respect God’s Name 
and His Word, God will shine His light into our hearts—which will bring healing and life to us! 
But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out 
and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the 
soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty.Mal.4:2-3 But God’s promises 
are for those who persevere—for those who prevail and overcome: To him who overcomes and does 
my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—‘He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash 
them to pieces like pottery'—just as I have received authority from my Father. I will also give him the morning 
star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.Rev.2:26-29 This Morning Star is 
Jesus: I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David, and the bright Morning Star.Rev.22:16 And as we have been regularly reminding one another, 
if we are going to finish our life in victory as overcomers, we must stay in fellowship with 
God, His Word and His people. There is no other way and there is no short-cut—we have 
to keep on doing the same routine things such as praise, prayer and partnering. We need 
to do these publicly as congregations and also privately as Christians.  
Jesus is our Pioneer—the trail-blaizer, the One who has gone ahead and marked the way for 
us. So now, our routine of praise, prayer and partnering is not tiresome or wearisome but joyful. 
And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honour beside God's throne.Heb.12:1-2 So let’s look at life through 
our spiritual “specs” and respect the prophecies in Scripture (as well as the Spirit who inspired 
them!): No prophecy in Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation. No prophecy ever originated from 
humans. Instead, it was given by the Holy Spirit as humans spoke under God's direction.2Pet.1:20-21  Then there 
will no longer be any gloom for us because we have seen Jesus. 
 
Prayer of Resting in God 
My dear Lord, I depend wholly upon You—wean me from all other dependences. You are my 
all, You overrule all and delight in me. You are the foundation of goodness; how can I distrust 
You?  How can I be anxious about what happens to me? In the light of Your preciousness, the 
world and all its enjoyments are infinitely poor—I value the favour of men no more than 
pebbles. Amid the blessings I receive from You, may I never lose the thought of being a stranger 



  

here on earth. May I love You, my Benefactor, in all my benefits, not forgetting that my greatest 
danger arises from my advantages. Produce in me a self-despair that will make Jesus precious 
to me, delightful in all His offices, pleasurable in all His ways. And may I love his commands 
as well as His promises. Help me to discern between true and false love—the one consisting of 
supreme love to You, the other not; the former uniting Your glory and man’s happiness that 
they may become one common interest, the latter disjointing and separating them both. Teach 
me that genuine love is different in kind from that wrought by rational arguments or the motive 
of self-interest. Grant me grace to distinguish between the genuine and the false and to rest in 
You who are all love. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Questions 
Why do you think that both our soul and our spirit are called the “heart”? 
Does God turn every bad thing into a good thing? 
What can we do if we feel gloomy or in a dark place? 
How can we ensure that the Scriptures shine in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in our hearts? 
 
Sunday 24th January. Dave Smethurst. Ps.110. (ON ZOOM) 
24/01/2021  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 
Because Dave is speaking today, I am using this article by Andrew Corbett. 
Excuse me, do you speak Bible?  
Language is more than just words. Each time I travel to another country where English is not 
the national language, I like to learn a few phrases in that language to help me get by. The 
hardest language I have attempted is Vietnamese. I was quite proud that I had learned the 
phrase: "How much is this?" and found that amazingly I was understood by the first Vietnamese 
shopkeeper I tried it on. But then my limited grasp of  Vietnamese was exposed when the 
shopkeeper responded in Vietnamese (with words that meant nothing to me)! Like many Asian 
dialects, it not only uses sounds, it also uses tones. Depending on how you say a word, like "ma" 
will determine whether you are referring in Vietnamese to your mother or a family ghost! When 
we try to understand a foreign language from the perspective of  our familiar language we make 
certain assumptions that will actually hinder us from both appreciating the foreign language and 
translating it correctly. For example, in a Belgrade elevator was a sign for English-speakers: To 
move the cabin push button for wishing floor. If  the cabin should enter more persons, each one should press a 
number for wishing floor. Driving is then going alphabetically by national order. Translating from one 
language to another is more than just finding the equivalent words. The richness of  language is 
in its use of  idioms (figures of  speech, like "the sun goes down"), metaphors (word pictures, like 
"it's raining cats and dogs"), and analogies (comparing something with another, like "he runs like 
the wind"). The problem for translators, is conveying these language devices into another 
language. It necessarily means that translators become interpreters, and rather than just 
translating actual words, they are translating the intended meaning.  
Understanding the Bible as a language. When it comes to understanding the Bible we are 
thankful to diligent translators who convey the intended meaning of  a passage from the original 
Biblical language (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) into English. But there is an aspect of  the Bible's 
"language" that goes beyond just the words that are used. If  you really want to understand the 
Bible, you have to appreciate its language. In fact, much of  the Old Testament serves the 
purpose of  establishing the language of  Scripture. Almost immediately the it teaches us the 
language of  numbers. Its opening chapter teaches us that "7" relates to "complete". Knowing this 
helps the reader to understand why John's Gospel contains: 7 "I AM" statements by Christ; 7 
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miracles of  Christ; 7 sermons by Christ. By the middle of  Genesis we told that Joseph dreamed 
of  Israel (his family) as being like "the sun, moon, and stars".Gen.37 And the prophets, including 
Christ, would use this same metaphor for Israel as becoming darkened, falling from the skies, and no 
longer giving forth its light whenever Israel ceased to fully obey God and reflect His light.Joel 2; Matt.24 
In Genesis chapter 3 we are introduced to Christ as “The Seed,” a term filtered through Abraham 
then applied to all the redeemed in Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If  you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.Gal.3:28-29 The Biblical term "the elect" relates to this Seed not by 
ethnicity but by spiritual redemption through Christ. 
Biblical Idioms, Analogies and Metaphors. In recent times the Bible has undergone several 
severe attacks. One newly released book, by a former graduate of  Wheaton College, who now 
denounces Christ and the Bible, claims that the Bible is unreliable, scientifically faulty, 
historically inaccurate, and not preserved to its original edition. This attack on the Bible by 
someone who had one of  the finest evangelical educations available is bewildering. He confuses 
preservation with inspiration when it comes to understanding God's Word. He fails to identify and 
distinguish idioms, analogies and metaphors in the Bible. A failure in this regard is an admission 
of  literary-laziness when it comes to understanding the language of  the Bible.  
Reading the Bible literally. When the Bible says that the trees of  the field "clap their hands", 
or that the sun "rises" and goes "down", or that the stars of  the heavens "fall from skies", we are 
in danger of  misunderstanding these statements if  we claim that they must be understood in a 
wooden literal sense. To read the Bible literally means that we accept the intended meaning of  a 
passage. To do this we must identify and distinguish Biblical idioms, analogies and metaphors. 
If  we fail to understand that certain Biblical genealogies are more analogical than genealogical 
(such as the one in Matthew 1 which divides the genealogy of  Christ into three groups of  14 
generations, where "14" is an analogy to David (the Hebrew word for David is DWD, which in 
Hebrew Gematria equals 14)—we will fail to appreciate what the Biblical author was intending 
to communicate. Biblical genealogies served a purpose greater than merely detailing a family 
lineage which is why Great Grandfathers are sometimes referred to as being "the father of..." 
That's why many of  the Bible's genealogies are not exhaustive (not every generation is listed) but 
rather particular, making it very difficult to make accurate chronological calculations based on 
them. Reading the Bible "literally" involves converting these idioms, analogies and metaphors 
into their intended meaning. Critics of  the Bible who fail to do this present what they consider 
to be the "errors" of  Scripture when they cite supposed scientific errors within Scripture, such 
as: The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, And hastens to the place where it arose.Eccl.1:5 Critics of  the 
Bible claim that verses like this erroneously claim that the Bible teaches that the earth is 
stationary and the Sun revolves around it. But the expression "the sun rises", "the sun goes down", 
are accepted idioms for the start and end of  a day. The writer intends to convey a timeframe 
reference, not a cosmological argument! 
"Plenary" Inspiration. The Bible claims to be inspired by God. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.2Tim.3:16 But unlike the claims 
of  other religions, the Bible presents its inspiration as "plenary" not "mechanical". Mechanical 
Inspiration is the idea that God dictated every word of  the Bible to men who merely wrote them 
down in a mechanical fashion. Plenary Inspiration on the other hand is the idea that God 
inspired men to write His Word in their words with the result being totally inspired by God. 
This means that Scripture contains expressions, figures of  speech, and words that both the 
author and his original audience understood. The biblical authors did not simply take dictation 
from God. They were not mere secretaries or automatons, but they were faithful to proclaim 
the whole message from God without adding to it or taking away from it. Every word of  God is 
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flawless… Do not add to his words,or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.Prov.30:5-6 I warn everyone who 
hears the words of  the prophecy of  this scroll: If  anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the 
plagues described in this scroll. And if  anyone takes words away from this scroll of  prophecy, God will take 
away from that person any share in the tree of  life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll.Rev.22:18-

19 God used the individual personalities, vocabularies, literary styles, and conscious desires of  
the biblical authors to produce His Word. Thus, while being completely from God, the words 
of  Scripture are also human words in particular human languages (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic) 
expressed in distinctive human literary forms that include narrative (Samuel), poetry (Psalms), 
and parables (Gospels), as well as metaphor (I am the vine; you are the branches. If  you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If  you do not remain in me, you are 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned.Jn.15:6-6), some allegory (Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of  what the law 
says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 
His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the 
result of  a divine promise. These things are being taken figuratively: The women represent two covenants. One 
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for 
Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of  Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her 
children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother… But what does Scripture say? “Get 
rid of  the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free 
woman's son.” Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of  the slave woman, but of  the free woman. 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 
yoke of  slavery.Gal.4:21-5:1), and even hyperbole (I am worn out from my groaning.All night long I flood my 
bed with weepingand drench my couch with tears.Ps.6:6; “If  anyone comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 
disciple.Lk.14:26). Plenary Inspiration means that God allowed human perspective into His Sacred 
Text. From a human perspective certain Biblical expressions make sense (like the sun rising and 
setting), and even certain time-frame references (the Hebrews regarded a new day beginning at 
sunset while Romans regarded it as sunrise which explains why some time-frame differences 
occur between the various Gospel accounts).  
Translation errors? One of  the strongest attacks made against the Bible is that it is full of  
errors due to copying mistakes (both deliberate and unintentional). Some of  the treasured 
doctrines of  Christianity, it is claimed, by people like Bart Erman in his book, "Misquoting Jesus", 
were never endorsed by Christ but were invented centuries later and added to Scripture then. 
But we know with the highest degree in certainty that the Bible we have today is indeed 
what God has originally inspired. This is because of  the vast number of  ancient manuscripts 
of  the Bible that have been discovered (over 5,000) concur with what we have today. But 
another attack on the Bible is that no two of  these manuscripts agree in the exact wording of  
their text. Firstly, this is not true. These manuscripts reveal amazing agreement regarding the 
original text of  Scripture. In the occasional verses where certain words are different, translators 
are able to use a literary reconstruction device called "Textual Criticism" to determine the original 
text. They do this by comparing the all the available manuscripts. Dr Norman Geisler illustrates 
Textual Criticism this way: "# have won 20 million dollars." "You # won 20 million dollars." "You have 
# 20 million dollars." Dr Geisler goes on to say that because the error is in a different place each 
time, it actually helps us to be more sure of  what the intended message is. According to New 
Testament Textual Critics such as Sir Frederick Kenyon and Dr A.T. Robertson, we can be 
99.9% certain that our modern Bibles are completely faithful to the original text. Thus, the 
language of  Scripture is comprised of  more than just words. Reading the Bible "literally" doesn't 
just mean taking its words in a wooden literal sense—it means taking it the way the author 



  

intended. This is one reason why doing "word-studies" can actually be detrimental to arriving at 
a correct understanding of  Scripture. Pursuing the intended meaning of  Scripture 
demands that we become more than just readers of  the Bible and become students of  
the Bible as well. Those who take the time to do this will find that the Bible is truly God's 
Word and that it is without error. And for those seeking to hear the voice of  God, understanding 
the Word of  God helps us to become familiar with the language of  God so that we can recognise 
the voice of  God. May God grant us the understanding we need to learn the language of  
His Word. And we know that the Son of  God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 
know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal 
life.1Jn.5:20  
 
Questions: 
How can we be confident about the Bible’s accuracy? 
What does All Scripture is inspired by God2Tim.3:16 mean? 
Are translations of the Bible inspired (or just the original manuscripts)?  
Explain simply the difference between Plenary Inspiration and Mechanical Inspiration. 
Give some examples from the Bible where the writer’s own personality is clearly seen. 
Give some examples from the Bible where not every detail was recorded? (see Jn.20:30-
31 and also Corbett’s comment on exhaustive and particular genealogies in Scripture.) 
Give some examples of similes and metaphors in the Bible (a simile is something similar 
(i.e. the Kingdom of God is like...). A metaphor is a figure of speech (i.e. Jesus said "I am the 
true Vine"). 
 
A metaphor is a figure of speech that is used to make a comparison between two things that 
aren't alike but do have something in common. Unlike a simile, where two things are compared 
directly using like or as, a metaphor's comparison is more indirect, usually made by stating 
something is something else. A metaphor is very expressive; it is not meant to be taken literally. 
You may have to work a little to find the meaning in a metaphor. 
For example: Her tears were a river flowing down her cheeks. Rivers and tears aren't very alike. One is 
a body of water in nature, while the other can be produced by our eyes. They do have one thing 
in common, though: both are a type of water that flows. A metaphor uses this similarity to help the 
writer make a point. As a river is so much larger than a few tears, the metaphor is a creative 
way of saying that the person is crying a lot. There are so many tears that they remind the writer 
of a river. This makes reading more interesting. 
The Difference Between Similes and Metaphors: Similes are another way to compare two 
different things, but a simile does so more directly, using the words like or as. For example: Her 
tears flowed like a river down her cheeks. In this case, the simile tells the reader that the tears are 
similar to a river, but not the same. A metaphor, on the other hand, says that something is 
something else; that is, the girl's tears are equal to a river. A metaphor is not exactly true. It's 
meant to be understood as a figure of speech, not a factual statement. 
 
Prayer of Blessings 
You are the great Three-in-One, the Author of all the blessings that I enjoy and of all that I 
hope for. You have taught me, that the experience of present evils, the remembrances of former 
sins, the remonstrances of friends, cannot nor will not affect a sinner’s thought—unless You 
vouchsafe to reveal Your grace. You have shown me that the sensible effusions of divine love 
in the soul are superior to, and distinct from, bodily health—and that oft-times spiritual 
comforts are at their highest when physical well-being is at its lowest. You have given me the 



  

ordinance of song as a means of grace—fit me to bear my part in that ever-new music which is 
being sung before Your throne by angels and the saints made perfect. I bless You for tempering 
every distress with joy, because too much of the former might weigh me down—You are wise 
to give me a taste of both! Apart from You, I quickly die; bereft of You, I starve; far from You, 
I thirst and droop—but You are all I need. I love You for giving me clusters of grapes in the 
wilderness and drops of heavenly wine that set me longing to have my fill. Let me continually 
grasp the promise: ‘I will never leave You nor forsake You.’  (from Puritan Prayers) 

     
 
Sunday 31st January. Ps.111. 2Pet.2:4-9. (on Zoom) 
31/01/2021 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds.James 1:2 
God is not fair! 
The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of 
judgment.2Pet.2:9 
We have an inbuilt sense of fairness—of wanting to see justice administered impartially. We 
feel sad when bad people get away with doing wrong and we feel glad when good people are 
rewarded for doing right. However, we are not so keen on receiving impartial justice ourselves 
if we have done wrong—we want grace and mercy, tolerance and forgiveness! 
God is completely holy and just and He cannot overlook our wrongs and still remain just. But 
even though God is just, He is a Gracious and Merciful God who forgives sins! The LORD, the 
LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.Ex.34:6-7  Grace is God giving us what we 
don’t deserve; Mercy is God not giving us what we deserve; Peace is God dealing with our 
conscience so that we know that we have no more guilt before Him. This is the way we know that 
we belong to the way of truth. When our hearts (our conscience) make us feel guilty (convicts us), we can still 
have peace before God (our hearts can be reassured before him). God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. My dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we can come without fear into God's presence (have 
boldness and confidence before God).1Jn.3:19-21 When God saves us, He gives us what we don’t deserve 
(eternal life)—that is Grace! And when God forgives us, He doesn’t give us what we deserve 
(punishment for our sins)—that is Mercy! Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus 
our Lord.1Tim.1:2 And God longs to bestow His grace, mercy and peace on us: Yet the LORD longs 
to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. 
Blessed are all who wait for him!Is.30:18 But receiving God’s grace, mercy and peace doesn’t just 
happen— they come by knowing God and His Son Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be yours in 
abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 We have to receive God’s grace, 
mercy and peace by coming to His throne: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.Heb.4:16 God’s throne represents His 
authority and majesty—and we come under His authority by acknowledge that Jesus is Lord 
(i.e. that He is our Master or Owner): And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: If 
you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your 
faith that you are saved. As the Scriptures tell us, ‘Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.’ Jew and 
Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. For 
‘Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’Rom.10:8-13  
God says what He means and means what He says (that is the first principle of parenting!). 
Adam was warned by God that if he disobeyed, he would die: The LORD God commanded the 
man, You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 



  

and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.Gen.2:16-17 And so when Adam disobeyed God by eating 
from the “tree of knowledge of good and evil”, he died. Actually, Adam lived another 930 years after 
this, but he died spiritually that very day by being separated from God—and since then, all 
Adam’s descendants have been born separated from God! Because we are all born spiritually 
dead, we are incapable of spiritually helping ourselves—which is why we need God to save us. 
There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All 
have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.Rom.3:10-12 

Even though we are born spiritually dead (because we are separated from God) and we will 
eventually be physicallydead too, God has devised a way to save us—for us to return to Him 
and have eternal life: Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we must die. But God 
does not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from 
him.2Sam.14:14 That way to return to God is through Jesus: Jesus answered: I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 And the plan that God devised for us 
to return to Him (to be saved) was for Jesus to personally pay the penalty for our sins: He 
certainly has taken upon himself our suffering and carried our sorrows, but we thought that God had wounded 
him, beat him, and punished him. He was wounded for our rebellious acts. He was crushed for our sins. He was 
punished so that we could have peace, and we received healing from his wounds. We have all strayed like sheep. 
Each one of us has turned to go his own way, and the LORD has laid all our sins on him.Is.53:4-6 Jesus paid 
the penalty for our sins by dying for us: At just the right time Christ died for ungodly people. He died for 
us when we had no power of our own. It is unusual for anyone to die for a godly person. Maybe someone would 
be willing to die for a good person. But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. The blood of Christ has made us right with God.Rom.5:6-9 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.Jn.3:14-15 
When God devised His plan to restore those who were banished, He made sure it really worked: 
Christ didn't have any sin. But God made him become sin for us. So we can be made right with God because of 
what Christ has done for us.2Cor.5:21 Because all people have sinned, they have fallen short of God's glory. They 
receive God's approval freely by an act of his kindness through the price Christ Jesus paid to set us free from sin. 
God showed that Christ is the throne of mercy where God's approval is given through faith in Christ's blood. In 
his patience God waited to deal with sins committed in the past. He waited so that he could display his approval 
at the present time. This shows that he is a God of justice, a God who approves of people who believe in 
Jesus.Rom.3:23-26 But God’s plan only works for those who accept Jesus: The Word was in the world 
that was made through him. But the world did not recognize him. He came to what was his own. But his own 
people did not accept him. Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the right to 
become children of God. To be a child of God has nothing to do with human parents. Children of God are not 
born because of human choice or because a husband wants them to be born. They are born because of what God 
does.Jn.1:10-13 For those who don’t accept Jesus, God’s judgement remains: God did not spare the 
world's ungodly people long ago. He brought the flood on them. But Noah preached about the right way to live. 
God kept him safe. He also saved seven others. God judged the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He burned them 
to ashes. He made them an example of what is going to happen to ungodly people. God saved Lot. He was a 
man who did what was right. He was shocked by the dirty, sinful lives of people who didn't obey God's laws. 
That good man lived among them day after day. He saw and heard the evil things they were doing. They were 
breaking God's laws. And his godly spirit was deeply troubled. So the Lord knows how to keep godly people 
safe in times of testing. He also knows how to keep ungodly people under guard until the day they will be judged. 
In the meantime, he continues to punish them. Most of all, this is true of people who follow the evil longings of 
their sinful natures. They hate to be under authority.2Pet.2:4-10 
But even though we don’t face God’s judgment for our sins, we still have to endure difficulties 
and hardships trials and tough times. Hardships, difficulties, pain and even death are common 
to all humanity—even Christians—but God will use these hardships to mature us. Our faith 



  

grows when we have to depend on Him: My brothers and sisters, you will face all kinds of trouble. When 
you do, think of it as pure joy. Your faith will be put to the test. You know that when that happens it will 
produce in you the strength to continue. The strength to keep going must be allowed to finish its work. Then you 
will be all you should be. You will have everything you need.Jas.1:1-4 Believers are never completely alone 
because God dwells within us (Jesus’ name “Emmanuel” means “God is with us”) and so 
through hard times and good times, in health and sickness, in life and in death, we can know 
His Presence. I've told you this so that my peace will be with you. In the world you'll have trouble. But cheer 
up! I have overcome the world.Jn.16:33 Be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What 
can mere mortals do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 Sometimes we want to hang onto things that are actually harming 
us and so God has to wean us from them. But it is in through difficult times that our false 
confidences are destroyed—and then we discover that the things which we thought we couldn’t 
live without are not so important after all! Those troublesome times can actually become a 
blessing to us and produce in us the peaceful fruit of righteousness—difficulties can discipline 
us when we see God’s hand in them! No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it's painful! But 
afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. So take a new grip 
with your tired hands and strengthen your weak knees. Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who 
are weak and lame will not fall but become strong.Heb.12:11-13 So, for the Believer, tough times can lead to 
great blessings. For example, the rain that fell during the flood in Noah's days destroyed the 
world of sin but elevated the believers to the highest place—Ararat. Although rainfall began as 
judgment, it became a blessing and is now essential for growth. However, to live independently 
of God and His will as revealed in the Scriptures will bring all sorts of hardships to us that will 
harm us. They stumble because they do not obey God's word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for 
them.1Peter 2:8 Of course God has the power to stop our hardships (and He often does stop them) 
but He will use every opportunity to help us depend totally upon Him—which is what spiritual 
maturity is. But thank God, He tempers every distress with joy, so that we are not completely 
weighed down! 
So, although God is totally just, He is also gracious and full of mercy (love) to the extent that 
He is actually not fair—if God was fair, we would have to pay for our own sin, but mercy triumphs 
over judgment.Jas2:13 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment.1John 

4:18 It is because God has already punished all sin in Jesus' perfect sacrifice that He can be 
merciful toward us and still be perfectly just and loving—yet still holy. We have not escaped 
judgment, but judgement was executed in full on Jesus and because our identity is now in Him, 
we are counted righteous! God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.2Cor.5:21  

Questions 
Explain simply what God’s Grace means. 
Explain simply what God’s Mercy means. 
Explain simply why God has to forgive sin (rather than just forget it). 
What is death? 
How does our spiritual life help us here on earth? 
How can difficulties help discipline us? 
 
 



  

Prayer of Love  
Gracious God, I praise You for the wonder of Your love in Jesus. He is heaven’s darling, but 
for me, He is the incarnate, despised, rejected, crucified sin-bearer. In Him Your grace has 
almost out-graced itself; in Him Your love to rebels has reached its height—O to love You with 
a love like this! My thoughts are locked—let Your love be the master key to open them. O 
Father, I adore You for Your great love in the gift of Jesus. O Jesus, I bless You for resigning 
Your life for me. O Holy Spirit, I thank You for revealing to me this mystery. Great God, let 
Your Son see in me the travail of His soul! Bring me away from my false trusts to rest in Him 
and Him alone. Let me not be so callous to His merit as not to love Him or be so indifferent 
to His blood as to not desire cleansing. Lord Jesus, Master, Redeemer, Saviour, come and take 
entire possession of me—this is Your right by purchase. In the arms of love, enfold and subdue 
my wilful spirit. Take, sanctify and use my every faculty. I am not ashamed of my hope, nor has 
my confidence led me into confusion. I trusted in You regarding my innumerable sins and You 
have cast them behind Your back. I trusted in You when evils encompassed me and You 
brought me out into a beautiful place. I trusted in You in an hour of distress and You did not 
fail me, though faith trembled. O God of the eternal choice; O God of the restored possession 
purchased on the tree; O God of the effectual call—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—I adore Your 
glory, honour, majesty, power and dominion for ever. (from Puritan Prayers) 
 
  



  

February 
February Write a Verse a Week Theme: Faith—complete trust or confidence in someone or 
something. 
Thought for the Month: 
Hope is the picture of all that Jesus has provided through His death, burial and resurrection. 
Faith is being sure of what we have viewed, seen or perceived. Our voice paints the picture of 
our hope. If we don’t have a good picture, we won’t have good words! T.L.Osborn 
 
Sunday 7th February. Ps.112. 2Pet.2:1-2 (on Zoom) 
07/02/2021  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God Ephesians 2:8 
How good is your memory? 
Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to 
wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command 
given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles.2Pet.3:1-2   

Everyone has the occasional "senior moment." Maybe you've gone into the kitchen and can't 
remember why, or can't recall a familiar name during a conversation. Memory lapses can occur 
at any age and while significant memory loss occurs among older people, it is generally not due 
to their age but to infection illness or brain injury. But praise God, He never has any infection, 
illness or injury—and neither does He have a “senior moment” where He “blanks out” for a while! 
God never forgets: Can a woman forget her nursing child? Will she have no compassion on the child from her 
womb? Although mothers may forget, I will not forget you. I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.Is,49:15-16 
Last week we saw that God is not fair because He gives us what we don’t deserve (eternal life) 
and doesn’t give is what we do deserve (punishment for our sins). But God doesn’t “forget” our 
sins in a moment of forgetfulness—when God forgives our sins, He intentionally “remembers our 
sin no more”. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,' because they will 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more”Jer.31:33-34 God has dealt with our sins and they are removed from 
us for ever—they are remissed: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.Ps.103:11-12 The 
LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.Ex.34:6-7 
Although God “remembers our sins no more”, we still remember our sins. But we don’t have to live 
with the guilt of them—which is why baptism is so important. Baptism is not the ritual washing 
of the body to make us ceremonially clean (as required under the Old Covenant). Believer’s 
Baptism is an outward sign of allegiance to Jesus in obedience to His command: Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.Matt.28:19-20 Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise 
is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.Acts.2:38-39 But 
Believer’s Baptism also deals with our conscience. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.Mk.16:16 In [Noah’s ark] a few people, eight in all, were saved through 
water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but 
the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.1Pet.3:20-22 Paul 
had been responsible for the imprisonment and murder of many Christians, but he was able to 



  

deal with his conscience: Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my 
duty to God in all good conscience to this day.”Acts.23:1 We too can have a good conscience because when 
we were born-again, God gave us a pure heart and enabled us to trust Him (faith): I want you to 
command certain people not to teach things that aren't true. Command them not to spend their time on stories 
that aren't completely true. They must not waste time on family histories that never end. Things like that cause 
people to argue instead of doing God's work. His work is done by faith. The goal of this command is love, 
which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have 
wandered away from those teachings. They would rather talk about things that have no meaning. They want to 
be teacher of the law. And they are very sure about that law. But they don't know what they are talking about… 
Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 
following them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have 
rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.1Tim.1:3-7;18-19 But, as Paul reminded Timothy, people can 
shipwreck their faith if their conscience is seared through the deception of false teaching: The 
Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught 
by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 
They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is 
to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.1Tim.4:1-5 
This highlights the importance of being Bible literate, rather than just Bible listeners—we 
should study the Bible and have a clear grasp of sound doctrine and its application. Do your best 
to present yourself to God as one approved [Study to show yourself approved unto God], a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth [who correctly explains the word of truth].2Tim.2:15 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter.2Thess.2:15 Keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience.1Tim.3:9 Spiritual milk 
is just hearing the Word of God but spiritual meat is applying the Word of God: Anyone who 
lives on milk is still a baby. That person does not want to learn about living a godly life. Solid food is for those 
who are grown up. They have trained themselves with a lot of practice. They can tell the difference between good 
and evil.Heb.5:13-14 
Although we won’t shipwreck our faith just by being forgetful or having a “senior moment”, we 
should make every effort to be the best student of the Bible that we can be—then we will be 
able to apply the principles of the New Covenant in every situation we face. Of course, we have 
the Holy Spirit to guide us. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.Jn.16:13 Show me 
your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, 
and my hope is in you all day long.Ps.25:4-5 The Holy Spirit’s usual way of guiding us, is to remind us 
of relevant Scriptures and then help us to apply them to our situation. But the Counsellor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.Jn.14:26-27 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according 
to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in 
my heart that I might not sin against you.Ps.119:9-11 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.Ps.119:105  

But even with the Holy Spirit bringing Scripture to our remembrance, we are still capable of a 
“senior moment”, which is why Peter wanted to stimulated us to wholesome thinking so that we 
could recall Scripture—and apply them: Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written 
both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the 
past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles.2Pet.3:1-2  So 
here are some simple practical steps we can take to stimulate our thinking and keep our minds 
alert—and if we give them a Christian application, we can spiritually renew our minds as well. 



  

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.Rom.12:2  
1. Keep learning. Challenging your brain with mental exercise is believed to activate processes 
that help maintain individual brain cells and stimulate communication among them. Many 
people have jobs that keep them mentally active. Pursuing a hobby, learning a new skill, 
volunteering or mentoring are additional ways to keep your mind sharp. Christian 
Application: Don’t just read the Bible—study it and memorise it. Never stop reciting these teachings. 
You must think about them night and day so that you will faithfully do everything written in them. Only then 
will you prosper and succeed.Josh.1:8 Read other books as well as the Bible—Paul did: When you come, 
bring the warm coat I left with Carpus in the city of Troas. Also bring the scrolls and especially the 
parchments.2Tim.4:13 
2. Use all your senses. The more senses you use in learning something, the more of your brain 
that will be involved in retaining the memory. In one study, adults were shown a series of 
emotionally neutral images, each presented along with a smell. They were not asked to 
remember what they saw. Later, they were shown a set of images, this time without odours, and 
asked to indicate which they'd seen before. They had excellent recall for all odour-paired 
pictures, and especially for those associated with pleasant smells. So challenge all your senses 
as you venture into the unfamiliar. Christian Application: Although the natural senses of sight, 
hearing, smell, touch and taste can help our natural mind, we should remember that we require 
a spiritual mind to understand spiritual truths and so we must stay alert and sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit: A person who isn't spiritual doesn't accept the teachings of God's Spirit. He thinks they're 
nonsense. He can't understand them because a person must be spiritual to evaluate them. Spiritual people evaluate 
everything but are subject to no one's evaluation. “Who has known the mind of the Lord so that he can teach 
him?” However, we have the mind of Christ.1Cor.2:14-16 
3. Believe in yourself. Myths about ageing can contribute to a failing memory. Middle-aged 
and older learners do worse on memory tasks when they're exposed to negative stereotypes 
about aging and memory, and better when the messages are positive about memory 
preservation into old age. If you believe you can improve and you translate that belief into 
practice, you have a better chance of keeping your mind sharp. Christian Application: Before 
we were born-again, our minds were in harmony with our unregenerate spirit. Now that our 
spirit has been recreated, our minds become renewed by the Word. Now the two, our spirit and 
our mind are brought into harmony. Affirmations are not a technique to get what you want in 
life (i.e. positive confession philosophy) but rather a means of building the truths of God’s 
Word into the life and consciousness of the believer in dependence on the Holy Spirit. We must 
learn to trust what God says about us and make our lips do their duty by filling them with the 
Word. We must say what God says about our situation and not say anything to the contrary—
then we  can do everything through Christ, who gives us strength.Phil.4:13 
4. Prioritise your brain use. If you don't need to use mental energy remembering where you 
laid your keys or the time of your granddaughter's birthday party, you'll be better able to 
concentrate on learning and remembering new and important things. Take advantage of smart 
phone reminders, calendars and planners, maps, shopping lists, file folders, and address books 
to keep routine information accessible. Designate a place at home for your glasses, purse, keys, 
and other items you use often. Christian Application: We should prioritise our spirit use as 
well as our brain use. Church (i.e. the meeting together in the Name of Jesus for the purpose of 
reverencing God and exhorting, encouraging and edifying one another) should be a priority for 
us as we put God and His kingdom first. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own.Matt.6:33-34 



  

5. Repeat what you want to know: When you want to remember something you've just heard, 
read, or thought about, repeat it out loud or write it down. That way, you reinforce the memory 
or connection. For example, if you've just been told someone's name, use it when you speak 
with him or her: "So, John, where did you meet Camille?" Christian Application: Learn 
Scripture verses and repeat them regularly. Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God. The LORD is the 
only God. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. Take 
to heart these words that I give you today. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you're at home 
or away, when you lie down or get up. Write them down, and» tie them around your wrist, and wear them as 
headbands as a reminder. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.Deut.6:4-9 
6. Space it out. Repetition is most potent as a learning tool when it's properly timed. It's best 
not to repeat something many times in a short period, as if you were cramming for an exam. 
Instead, re-study the essentials after increasingly longer periods of time—once an hour, then 
every few hours, then every day. Spacing out periods of study helps improve memory and is 
particularly valuable when you are trying to master complicated information, such as the details 
of a new work assignment. Christian Application: To read the Bible and pray each day is a 
good habit to get into, but don’t limit your fellowship with God to that basic routine—interact 
with Him throughout the day (and the night if you can’t sleep!). It is good to praise the LORD and 
make music to your name, O Most High, proclaiming your love in the morning and your faithfulness at 
night,Ps.92:1-2 As I lie on my bed, I remember you. Through the long hours of the night, I think about you.Ps.63:6 

So, how good is your memory? Obviously we can’t halt our natural mortality but we can 
make the best use of our mental faculties by keeping our mind alert and our spirit in tune with 
God as we live for His honour and glory—so let’s strive to be the best we can and remember 
our Creator now so we are ready to meet Him when He comes: Therefore, with minds that are alert 
and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As 
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”1Pet.1:13-16 
 

Questions 
What is our conscience? 
How can we maintain a good conscience? 
What steps can we take to make sure we don’t shipwreck our faith? 
What can we do to keep our mind alert? 
What can we do to keep our spirit in tune with God? 
How can we synchronise our mind and spirit? 
Is there a distinction between sacred and secular activities?  
 

Prayer of Privileges 
O Lord God, teach me to know that grace precedes, accompanies and follows my salvation; 
that it sustains the redeemed soul; that not one link of its chain can ever break. From Calvary’s 
cross, wave upon wave of grace reaches me, deals with my sin, washes me clean, renews my 
thought, strengthens my will, draws out my affection, kindles a flame in my soul, rules 
throughout my inner man, consecrates my every thought, word and work, and teaches me Your 
immeasurable love. How great are my privileges in Christ Jesus! Without Him I stand far off, a 
stranger, an outcast; but in Him I draw near and touch His kingly sceptre. Without Him I dare 
not lift up my guilty eyes; but in Him I gaze upon my Father-God and Friend. Without Him I 
hide my lips in trembling shame; but in Him I open my mouth in petition and praise. Without 
Him all is wrath and consuming fire; but in Him is all love and the repose of my soul. Without 
Him is gaping hell below me and eternal anguish; but in Him its gates are barred to me by His 
precious blood. Without Him darkness spreads its horrors in front; but in Him an eternity of 



  

glory is my boundless horizon. Without Him all within me is terror and dismay; but in Him 
every accusation is charmed into joy and peace. Without Him all things external call for my 
condemnation; but in Him they minister to my comfort and are to be enjoyed with thanksgiving. 
Praise be to You for grace and for the unspeakable gift of Jesus. (from Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 14th February Ps.113. 2Pet.3:1-10 
14/02/2021 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not 
see. Hebrews 11:1 
The Last Days. Above all, you must understand that in the last days…2Pet.3:7  

We often hear people say: “we are in the last days because…” and then they give their reasons—
usually Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places.Matt.24:7 Earthquakes are actually a common occurrence—there around 500,000 
earthquakes each year, of which about 100,000 can be felt. One of the most devastating 
earthquakes in recorded history was the 1556 Shaanxi earthquake in China when more than 
830,000 people died. The deadliest earthquake of the C20th was in 1976 (also in China) when 
between 240,000 and 655,000 people died. The UK has several hundred earthquakes each year, 
though only a few are actually felt or cause much damage. Locally, there have been several large 
earthquakes in the Dover Straits: 1382 (magnitude 5.8–6.0); 1580 (magnitude 5.7–5.8); 1776 
(magnitude 4); 1950 (magnitude 4); 2007 at Folkestone (magnitude 4). The 1580 earthquake in 
the Dover Straights caused a landslip on Dover Cliffs and toppled the gable end of the transept 
St Peter's Church, Sandwich but the damage went far beyond Kent with several people being 
killed in France even Ely Cathedral suffered damage. In London the quake was described as "a 
wonderful motion and trembling of the earth. Churches, Pallaces, houses, and other buildings did so quiver and 
shake, that such as were then present in the same were toosed too and fro as they stoode, and others, as they sate 
on seates, driven off their places." Westminster Abbey was damaged and two children died from 
falling debris at Christ's Church Hospital. The largest earthquake that has been measured on a 
seismograph was the Chilean earthquake in 1960 (magnitude 9.5). The 2004 Boxing Day Indian 
Ocean earthquake killed an estimated 227,898 people—mostly due to the Tsunami. 
Perhaps the earthquake that was used the most as a sign of the “last days” was in 1906. On 
Wednesday 18th April 1906 an earthquake of magnitude 7.9 struck San Francisco—devastating 
fires broke out in the city and lasted for several days destroying over 80% of the city and more 
than 3,000 people died. But that very morning, just 380 miles away, the Los Angeles Daily 
Times’ headlines was: “Weird Babel Of Tongues”. The article read: Breathing strange utterances and 
mouthing a creed which it would seem no sane mortal could understand, the newest religious sect has started in 
Los Angeles. Meetings are held in a tumble-down shack on Azusa Street, near San Pedro Street, and devotees 
of the weird doctrine practice the most fanatical rites, preach the wildest theories and work themselves into a state 
of mad excitement in their peculiar zeal. Colored people and a sprinkling of whites compose the congregation, 
and night is made hideous in the neighborhood by the howlings of the worshippers who spend hours swaying forth 
and back in a nerve-racking [sic] attitude of prayer and supplication. They claim to have "the gift of tongues;" 
and to be able to comprehend the babble… Another speaker had a vision in which he saw the people of Los 
Angeles flocking in a mighty stream to perdition. He prophesied awful destruction to this city unless its citizens 
are brought to a belief in the tenets of the new faith. Frank Bartleman, a Christian journalist associated 
with the Azusa Street mission, took the opportunity of the earthquake to write a Gospel Tract 
and had 25,000 printed. This tract included various Scripture references to earthquakes and 
concluded with: ‘Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of Hosts with earthquakes, and great noise, and the flame 
of a devouring fire.’Is.29:6 ‘Men shall go into the caves of the rocks, from before the terror of the Lord, when he 
arises to shake terribly the earth.’Is.2:19 ‘And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air and there was a 
great earthquake.’Rev.16:17-18 And will you claim there is no God in earthquakes? John Wesley has said, ‘Of all 



  

the judgments which the righteous God inflicts on sinners here, the most dreadful and destructive is an 
earthquake.’ However, although the Pentecostal experience began on the Day of Pentecost, it 
was this Revival in 1906 that helped formulate the Pentecostal doctrine of the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, with the expectation of spiritual gifts. Although the Azusa Street Revival was 
initially considered a sect, its influence soon affected the whole world and other than the 
Printing Press, has probably had the greatest effect on Christendom since the Day of Pentecost. 
Missionaries from Azusa Street were quickly sent across the world and the Pentecostal message 
has now affected practically every denomination. From a handful of adherents in 1906 by 2011 
the Pentecostal and Charismatic adherents had grown to over 500 million!  
So, what about the Last Days? What does the Bible actually say about the last days and the 
signs of the last days? To interpret the Bible correctly, we should look at the context and read 
the entire passage/chapter/book before interpreting an individual verse (remember, the 
punctuation of chapter and verses are fairly modern—chapters were inserted in C13th by the 
Stephen Langdon, Archbishop of Canterbury and verses were inserted in C16th by Robert 
Estienne). We should also look at consistency and never interpret a text in a way that 
contradicts the overall message of Scripture (especially the New Covenant). We should only get 
out of Scripture what is truly there in the first place, rather than read into it what we want it to 
mean.  
Jesus’ warning that Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines 
and earthquakes in various placesMatt.24:7 was not actually a sign of the “last days” or even His return 
but “the beginning of birth pains”Matt.24:8 which would herald the end of the age. Jesus was preparing 
His disciples for the destruction of the Temple (and thus the Old Covenant with all its rituals): 
Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 
“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one 
will be thrown down.”Matt.24:1-2 The Disciples then asked Jesus: what will be the sign of your coming and of 
the end of the age?Matt.24:3 Jesus then replied that after the wars, earthquakes and famines you will 
be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that 
time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear 
and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands 
firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that 
causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. Let 
no one in the field go back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great 
distress, unequalled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equalled again. If those days 
had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.Matt.24:9-22 
These last days that Jesus was referring to in this discourse was the last days of the Old 
Covenant, not the last day of the earth. 
However, we certainly are in the last days of the earth. Peter’s message on the Day of 
Pentecost was: In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men 
and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.Acts.2:17-21 This outpouring of the Holy Spirit has continued throughout 
the Church era (i.e. the “last days”) with “signs following”, just as Jesus foretold: “Go into all the 
world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 



  

not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out 
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”Mk.16:15-18 

Later, Peter wrote about the “last days”: Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming' he promised?2Pet.3:3-4 
But these last days are not late in coming because God is never slow—He is always right on 
time: But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.2Pet.3:8-9 At just the 
right time, Jesus came to earth the first time: But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 
Father.”Gal.4:4-6 And at just the right time, Jesus will return to the earth: You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. For, “In just a little while, he who 
is coming will come and will not delay.”Heb.10:36 Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give 
to each person according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End.Rev.22:12-13 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. according to the Lord's word, we tell you that we who are 
still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord 
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.1Thess.4:14-17 We already have a sign of Jesus’ 
return—His death and resurrection—and it is the unbelievers who look for further signs! The 
Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”Jn.2:18-19 A wicked and adulterous generation 
asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.Matt.12:39-40 

Instead of asking if we are living in the “last days”, we should be focusing on the two most 
important days—“Today” and “That Day”! “Today” began when the Word became human—
when Jesus was born of Mary: In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high 
priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”Heb.5:5 And this “today” will 
continue until Jesus returns—“today” is the day of God’s grace when we can still hear God’s 
voice: So, as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.Heb.3:7-8 But encourage 
one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. We 
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. As has just been 
said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.”Heb.3:13-15 
But there is another day coming called “that day”, which is the Day of Judgement. Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction 
of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.2Pet.3:11-13 For the Christian, that day 
holds no fear, because we have committed our life to Him: but I am not ashamed: for I know whom 
I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him against that 
day.2Tim.1:12 Believers will be awarded a crown of righteousness on that day: Now there is in store 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and 
not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.2Tim.4:8 



  

Are we in the Last Days? Yes of course we are: Above all, you must understand that in the last 
days…2Pet.3:7 Jesus’ return is nearer now than when we first believed and Jesus might return at 
any time: And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from 
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day 
is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.Rom.13:11-12 Or Jesus 
might not return for many years or even centuries—but one thing is certain, Jesus will 
return: Jesus was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”Acts.1:9-11 So whether Jesus 
comes sooner or later, let’s remain vigilant and ready: He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am 
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.Rev.22:20-21 
Then we will hear Him say to us: Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!Matt.25:21 
 
The Last Days  
Questions 
Do you think that natural events (like earthquakes and famine) or man-made events (like wars) 
are judgements from God on mankind? 
What was the “age” that Jesus referred to? See Matt.24:3 
What were the signs of the end of that age? 
Are there any signs for Jesus’ return given in the Bible?  
What is so important about the “today” mentioned Hebrews? 
What is so important about “that day” which Peter and Paul mention in their letters? 
What guidance are we given concerning Jesus’ return? 
 
Prayer of Repose 
Heavenly Father, my faith is in You, my expectation is from You, my love goes out toward 
You. I believe You, I accept Your Word, I acquiesce in Your will, I rely on Your promises and 
I trust Your providence. I bless You that the court of conscience proves me to be Yours. I do 
not need signs and wonders to believe, for Your Word is sure truth. I have cast my anchor in 
the port of peace, knowing that my past, present and future are in Your nail-pierced hands. You 
are so good, wise, just and holy, that no mistake is possible to You. You are the fountain and 
source of all law—and Your commands are mine to obey. I yield to Your sovereignty with all 
that I am and all that I have—do with me as You will. You have given me silence in my thoughts 
in place of murmurings and complaints. Keep my wishes from growing into willings and my 
willings from becoming fault-finding with Your providences. Lord, have mercy on me and if I 
sin and am rebellious, help me to repent—then take away my mourning and give me music; 
remove my sackcloth and adorn me with beauty; take away my sighs and fill my mouth with 
songs. And when I am restored and rest in You, give me summer weather in my thoughts. 
(Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 21st February Ps.114. 2Pet.3:11-18 (ON ZOOM) 
21/02/2021 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 
What kind of people ought you to be? 2Pet.3:11 
The simple answer is—we should be holy and godly people! You ought to live holy and godly 
lives.2Pet.3:14 And we should have a good reputation with those outside the Church as well as 
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with those inside the Church.1Tim.3:7 To be holy means to be consecrated, to be pure and 
wholesome. Because God is holy, we should be holy if we are to be set apart for God’s use. The 
one who chose you is holy. So you should be holy in all that you do. It is written, “Be holy, because I am 
holy.”1Pet.1:15-16  And so, for the Christian, there can be no divide between sacred and secular 
because our whole life is sacred, consecrated and dedicated to serving God. Our housework, 
our cooking, our driving—in fact our whole life is to be dedicated to God: On that day HOLY 
TO THE LORD will be carved on the bells of the horses. The cooking pots in the LORD's temple will be 
just like the sacred bowls in front of the altar for burnt offerings. Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be set 
apart to the LORD. All those who come to offer sacrifices will get some of the pots and cook in them. At that 
time there won't be any Canaanites in the LORD's temple. He is the LORD who rules over all.Zech.14:20-21 But 
living a holy and godly life does not mean being a recluse, being anti-social, a “party-pooper” or a 
“kill-joy”. Living a holy and godly life means being like Jesus, who was the most holy and godly 
Person that ever lived. But Jesus was also a joyful person—in fact He was more joyful than His 
companions: But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of justice 
will be the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 
God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”Heb.1:8-9 Jesus talked a lot about 
joy and happiness. I tell you, it is the same in heaven. There is joy in heaven over one sinner who turns away 
from sin… But we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother of yours was dead. And now he is alive again. He 
was lost. And now he is found.Lk.15:10;32 And Jesus also enjoyed socialising: John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and people say, ‘There's a demon in him!' The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and people say, 
‘Look at him! He's a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet, wisdom is proved right 
by its actions.Matt.11:18-19 (Obviously, Jesus wasn’t a glutton and a drunkard.Deut.21:20-21)  God has 
predestined us to be moulded into the image of Jesus: And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 
glorified.Rom.8:28-30  To be like Jesus, means we have the same mind and attitude as Jesus: You must 
have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.Phil.2:5   But if anyone obeys God's word, then God's love is truly 
made complete in that person. Here is how we know we belong to him. Those who claim to belong to him must 
live just as Jesus did.1Jn.2:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.15:5-6 A “disciple” is a “follower” or an “apprentice” and as Jesus’ 
disciples, we learn from Him by following His example: I have set you an example that you should do 
as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.Jn.13:15-17 Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.Matt.11:29 We need to imitate Jesus in our demeanour and dialogue. T.L.Osborn says: Hope is 
the picture of all that Jesus has provided through His death, burial and resurrection. Faith is being sure of what 
we have viewed, seen or perceived. Our voice paints the picture of our hope. If we don’t have a good picture, we 
won’t have good words! So, if we are going to speak like Jesus with good words, we must have a 
clear understanding of what He has provided through His death, burial and resurrection—we 
must have a good grasp of what our salvation entails. Katherine Kuhlmann used to say: “If you 
only knew!” We used to sing: “When I remember what He’s done for me, I’ll never go back anymore, no, 
no, never, never, uh, uh, I’ll never go back anymore.” When we realise what Jesus has provided in our 
salvation, our response is one of reverence, worship and adoration. We are like the man found 
dying on the Jericho road, and our Neighbour has rescued, redeemed and restored us: He went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought 
him to an inn and took care of him.Lk.10:34 It is only by loving God and our Neighbour (our Neighbour 



  

is the one who had mercy on usLk.10:37)  that we have eternal life: "'You must love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your neighbour as 
yourself.'" "Right!" Jesus told him. "Do this and you will live!"Lk.10:27-28 Martin Luther wrote: Remorse 
before Calvary is of God; remorse after you have been to Calvary is of the devil. Repent of your sin, yes; but do not 
make your sin a subject for long and melancholy meditation. Why should I cheat God by spending my time and 
energy on remorse? I am greater than my sins. Before we are saved, we should be like Isaiah or Peter: 
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”Is.6:5 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”Lk.5:8 But after we have been to Calvary, 
we should be like Thomas: Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because 
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”Jn.20:28-29 

Sometimes we need to tell ourselves to stop being troubled and start trusting God: Why are you 
downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour 
and my God.Ps.42:5 (42:11;43:5) As we change our thinking to agree with God’s thoughts, our hope 
becomes more certain and our future becomes brighter: Finally, my brothers and sisters, always think 
about what is true. Think about what is noble, right and pure. Think about what is lovely and worthy of respect. 
If anything is excellent or worthy of praise, think about those kinds of things. Do what you have learned or 
received or heard from me. Follow my example. The God who gives peace will be with you.Phil.4:8-9 Renewing 
our mind means changing our attitude so that we agree with God. This not only pleases God 
but changes us so we become like Jesus: Brothers and sisters, in view of all we have just shared about 
God's compassion, I encourage you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. 
This kind of worship is appropriate for you. Don't become like the people of this world. Instead, change the way 
you think. Then you will always be able to determine what God really wants—what is good, pleasing, and 
perfect.Rom.12:1-2 
However, whilst we ought to live holy and godly lives, actually living holy and godly lives is 
another matter! Billy Graham once said that living the Christian life not difficult—it is 
impossible! None of us actually manage to live out that perfect life, which is why Jesus came to 
live it for us. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.2Cor.5:21 The great promises of blessings in the OT are for those who fully obey God! If you 
fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God 
will set you high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you 
obey the LORD your God: You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country… The LORD will send 
a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to.Deut.28:1-8 But God’s grace is greater than 
the law or even our sin. The law was given so that sin would increase. But where sin increased, God's grace 
increased even more. Sin ruled because of death. So also grace rules in the lives of those who are right with God. 
The grace of God brings eternal life because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done.Rom.5:20-21 And now God’s 
blessings are ours through Jesus Christ: Christ paid the price so that the blessing promised to Abraham 
would come to all the people of the world through Jesus Christ and we would receive the promised Spirit through 
faith.Gal.3:14 The greatest blessing we can receive is the forgiveness of sins: King David says the same 
thing. He tells us how blessed some people are. God makes those people right with himself. But they don't have 
to do anything in return. David says, “Blessed are those whose lawless acts are forgiven. Blessed are those whose 
sins are taken away. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord never counts against them.”Rom.4:6-8 Peter starts his 
2nd letter by saying that we have everything that we need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, but we should still make every effort to add to our faith and also make every 
effort to confirm our calling and election: make every effort to add to your faith goodness… make 
every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-11 The principle 
“you only get out what you put in” also has some relevance to our spiritual life! Good theology makes 



  

easy Christianity and if we take time to know God by studying the Bible, we can enjoy the 
benefits of God’s “rest”. Jesus carries our burdens. Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour who daily 
bears our burdens.Ps.68:19  Come to me, all of you who are tired and are carrying heavy loads. I will give you rest. 
Become my servants and learn from me. I am gentle and free of pride. You will find rest for your souls. Serving 
me is easy, and my load is light.Matt.11:28-30  “I’m too blessed to be stressed” is more than a cliché—it is the 
reality of the Christian faith. When we understand what it really means to be blessed, we will 
stay spiritually alert and alive. Although the Christian life is a life of spiritual rest, it is very much 
an active life and not a passive life—Jesus called it a “violent” life: I have come to throw fire on the 
earth. I wish that it had already started! I have a baptism to go through, and I will suffer until it is over. Do 
you think I came to bring peace to earth? No! I can guarantee that I came to bring nothing but division.Lk.12:49-

51 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence and violent 
people have been raiding it.Matt.11:12 But our struggle is against principles not people—we are in a 
spiritual battle and that battle is for our heart. Our heart is the source of our desires, our 
emotions and our thoughts—our heart is the wellspring of our life. My son, pay attention to what 
I say; listen closely to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life 
to those who find them and health to a man's whole body. Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring 
of life. [Guard your heart more than anything else, because the source of your life flows from it.] Put away 
perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.Prov.4:20-23 However, if we keep to the 
principles (the rules) of God’s Kingdom, our struggle won’t wear us out because doing God’s 
work is the source of our spiritual energy. “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to finish his work.Jn.4:34 Our work or “effort” is not trying to believe but keeping our belief 
active and alive! What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work 
of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”Jn.6:28-29 Although the work that God requires 
is just to believe, there are some practical things that God expects us to do—such as pray, 
praise, proclaim and fellowship. We need to make every effort to pray. We need to make 
every effort to praise (it is not enough to think nice thoughts about God, we need to say them 
as well). We need to make every effort to proclaim (it is only as we share what we believe that 
we understand our faith.Phile.1:6). We need to make every effort to fellowship (it is not enough 
to just think about Church, we need to actually be Church). We should make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.Eph.4:3-6 Jesus prayed that 
we would be brought to complete unity: My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you 
gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.Jn.17:20-23 We 
know that God always answers Jesus’ prayers, but we still need to make every effort to live a 
holy and godly life—which means displaying the “fruit of the Spirit”Gal.5:22-23 Therefore, as God's chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts.Col.3:12-15 Peace is a by-product of knowing God and His Son,2Pet.1:2 and from loving 
God’s Word: Great peace have those who love your law and nothing can make them stumble.Ps.119:165 But we 
must still make every effort to obtain that peace and enter His rest: Let us therefore make every 
effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.Rom.14:19 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that 
rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of disobedience.Heb.4:11 Make every effort to live in peace 
with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one falls short of the 



  

grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.Heb.12:14-15 And Peter ends his 
letter by saying that we should make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at 
peace with him.2Pet.3:11 Jesus gave us a serious warning about failing to make every effort: Make 
every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 
Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open 
the door for us.' But he will answer, ‘I don't know you or where you come from.' Then you will say, ‘We ate and 
drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' But he will reply, ‘I don't know you or where you come from. 
Away from me, all you evildoers!'Lk.13:24-27 
So, what kind of people ought we to be?2Pet.3:11 We should be Christians—Christ-ians—
followers of Christ who have the same attitude and outlook as Christ. We should not only be 
called followers of Christ but, be recognised as followers of Christ as well! We have everything 
we need to be like Jesus, so now let’s make every effort to live holy and godly lives that 
reverence God but also rejoice with God too.  
 
What kind of people ought you to be? 2Pet.3:11 
Questions 
What does “You ought to live holy and godly lives”2Pet.3:11mean to you? 
What does “God anointed Jesus with the oil of joy” Heb.1:8-9 mean?  
How can we have the same attitude as JesusPhil.2:5? 
Find an example from Scripture where God’s grace is greater than the law. 
What does it mean to you to “be blessed”? 
God has already given us everything we need for life and godliness,2Pet.1:3 so why do we 
have to “make every effort” to add to it 2Pet.1:5? 
What can we do to “make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him”?2Pet.3:11 
 
Prayer of Love 
Gracious Lord, Your Name is love—in love receive my prayer. My sins are more than the wide 
sea’s sand—but where sin abounds, there is grace more abundant. Look to the cross of Your 
beloved Son and view the preciousness of His atoning blood. Listen to His never-failing 
intercession and whisper to my thought, ‘Your sins are forgiven, be of good cheer, lie down in peace.’ 
Grace cataracts from heaven and flows for ever, and mercy never wearies in bestowing benefits. 
Grant me more and more to prize the privilege of prayer, of coming to You in simple faith as 
Your child, of conversing with You. In prayer may I know You as the path in which my feet 
tread; as the latch upon the door of my lips; as the light that shines through my eyes; as the 
music of my ears; as the marrow of my understanding; as the strength of my will; as the power 
of my affection; and as the sweetness of my memory. May the matter of my prayer be always 
wise, humble, submissive, obedient, scriptural, and Christ-like. Give me unwavering faith so 
that my supplications are never in vain—and if I seem not to obtain my petitions, that I shall 
have larger and richer answers that surpass all I ask or think. Thank You that You have given 
me the greatest Gift of all—the Person of Your Son—and it is in Him You will give me all I 
need. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 28th February Ps.57 (ON ZOOM) 
28/02/2021 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him. Hebrews 11:6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6100243272


  

Is your Cave a place of Custody or a Cathedral? 
In times of trouble we normally resort to something familiar—something we can do without 
too much thought—and usually with trusted friends. When Peter felt the remorse and guilt of 
denying Jesus, he resorted to something he had done since early childhood—fishing with his 
friends. Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples 
were together. “I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We'll go with you.” So they went 
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.Jn.21:2-3 But although Peter did not catch any 
fish, Jesus caught him and restored him. When Jesus promised that we would have trouble, He 
also promised that we could have peace: I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.Jn.16:33 But if we are going to 
have the peace that Jesus spoke about, we need to get into good habits so that when trouble 
comes, we will resort to what is wholesome and helpful rather than just withdraw into our 
sorrow and pain. A habit is something that we do without thinking—so anything we do as 
routine will become a habit for us. Peter was determined to help people (including you and me) 
to resort to wholesome thinking as we remember Jesus’ words. Dear friends, this is now my second 
letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to 
recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Saviour through 
your apostles.2Pet.3:1-2 Even though we may have been a Christian for many years, we should 
continually refresh our memory of the wonderful truths of the Truth (our salvation). I will always 
remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I 
think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon 
put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my 
departure you will always be able to remember these things.2Pet.1:12-15 And our Church activities are 
deliberately planned to refresh our minds about the eternal truths of our faith as we read the 
Scriptures together, pray together, praise together and ponder God’s Word together. Finally, my 
brothers and sisters, always think about what is true. Think about what is noble, right and pure. Think about 
what is lovely and worthy of respect. If anything is excellent or worthy of praise, think about those kinds of 
things. Do what you have learned or received or heard from me. Follow my example. The God who gives peace 
will be with you.Phil.4:8-9 

I'm going to keep on talking like God, feeding my body on His living Word. 
Feeding my mind on what Jesus said, changing my weakness for His strength instead. 

His Word is true, His Word is real, never depending on what I feel, 
I'm going to say everything that He says, speaking to mountains while He does the rest. 

I'm going to let it settle on me, all of its truth is setting me free. 
Becoming what God has made me to be, a joint heir with Jesus, I have liberty! 

By talking like God and feeding our minds on what Jesus said, we are changing our weakness 
for His strength instead and discovering what God wants from us—how we can become the 
people that God wants us to be. Brothers and sisters, in view of all we have just shared about God's 
compassion, I encourage you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. This 
kind of worship is appropriate for you. Don't become like the people of this world. Instead, change the way you 
think. Then you will always be able to determine what God really wants—what is good, pleasing, and 
perfect.Rom.12:1-2 
By feeding on God’s Word we are feeding our faith, but faith is not speaking positive words over 
negative circumstances and expecting God to change them into positive and prosperous 
circumstances—that is presumption—even if Scripture verses are used! Faith is trusting God 
regardless of whether things are going right for us or are going wrong for us. Presumption tells 
God what to do and then expecting Him to fall in line with what we say—but if we don’t say what 
God has said, then what we say is irrelevant! Trusting God keeps us in fellowship with Him and 



  

allows us to enjoy Him. That is why we need to be Bible literate and not just Bible listeners—to 
be doers of the Word, not just hearers: and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it 
has the power to save your souls. But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves.Jas.1:21-22 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save 
both yourself and your hearers.1Tim.4:16 
Back to today’s Psalm. David had found himself is a distressing situation—Saul was trying to kill 
him and so he fled for his life and ended up in a cave. And then to make matters worse, a whole 
crowd of distressed and discontented people, who were also in debt joined him!1Sam.22:2 But instead 
of becoming distressed or discontented like his new companions, David decided to find refuge 
under God’s wings whilst he sat in cave’s darkness. Rather than succumb to his circumstances, 
David resorted to something familiar—he delighted himself in God and wrote a Psalm (Psalm 
57). Have mercy on me, my God, have mercy on me, for in you I take refuge. I will take refuge in the shadow 
of your wings until the disaster has passed.Ps.57.1 Instead of becoming distressed or depressed, David 
declared his dependence on God and the cave became a cathedral instead of a place of custody. 
We are currently in a pandemic which has taken the lives of over 120,000 people in the UK 
over the last 12 months. When an infectious disease becomes prevalent it is called an epidemic 
but when that infectious disease spreads over many continents it is called a pandemic. Many 
people are finding it tough in this pandemic and mental health problems have massively 
increased. As the H.M. the Queen said this week, this pandemic is a "plague" that has swept 
across the globe but people “should think about other people rather than themselves” and “once you've 
had the vaccine you have a feeling of, you know, you're protected, which is I think very important.” The virus 
is still virulent and we are still in lockdown and although the efficacy of the mass vaccination 
of people against this virus means that we should be able to get back to a sort of normality by 
the summer, we don’t have to wait until then to feel better or to have a lightness in our soul. 
Like David, we can decide not to become distressed or discontented—we can decide to find 
refuge under God’s wings whilst we wait for the virus to subside. And whether it is this 
pandemic or any other difficult situation we find ourselves in, rather than succumb to our 
circumstances, let’s delight our self in God. Instead of becoming distressed or depressed, let’s 
declare our dependence on God. Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” …He 
will cover you with his feathers and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart [literally: large shield and small shield]. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by 
day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.Ps.91:1-6 In other 
words, we needn’t fear danger because when God is our Refuge, no danger will turn out to be 
a disaster for us: If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, no 
harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.Ps.91:9-10 God will use each situation we face, 
to mould us into the image of Jesus. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those 
he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.Rom.8:28-30 Jesus 
was totally dependent on His Father: I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught 
me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.Jn.8:28-29 And if 
we are to be conformed to the image of Jesus we will have to be dependent on God too—but 
it will take challenges to change us: My brothers and sisters, be very happy when you are tested in different 
ways. You know that such testing of your faith produces endurance. Endure until your testing is over. Then you 
will be mature and complete, and you won't need anything.Jas.1:2-4 Christians are like teabags, you don't 
really know what they're like until you put them in hot water! Great triumphs can only come 
out of great trials and great testimonies are the outcome of great tests.  



  

You cannot have a testimony without a test but will you pass the test or have the monies? 
Moaning and grumbling is dangerous! Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then 
died from snakebites. And don't grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death. 
These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the end of the 
age. If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. The temptations in your life are no different from 
what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. 
When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.1Cor.10:9-13 Its alright to groan in 
our discomfort and pain but we should never moan about our situation because that is just 
another way of saying that Jesus in not Lord! For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time. And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit 
within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, 
wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new 
bodies he has promised us. We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don't 
need to hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don't yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.) 
And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness.Rom.8:22-26 
Conformity to Jesus will keep our heart steadfast, which in turn will us keep us spiritually 
healthy. My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast.Ps.57:7 If we are spiritually healthy, we will 
also be spiritually happy because a steadfast heart is a singing heart: I will sing and make music. 
Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn. I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; 
I will sing of you among the peoples. For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to 
the skies. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.Ps.57:7-11 Praise at its most 
basic is a “eulogy” or a “benediction"—it is saying good words about God—and although praise 
always exalts God, praise also enlivens us. Praise elevates us from the darkness around us, to 
see our destiny—heaven. Praise lifts up our head and our heart so that we see Jesus. Praise 
describes God’s glory—and we can’t personally and passionately describe God’s glory without 
getting caught up in His glory—but God hasn’t saved us to take us to heaven but for us to taste 
heaven and tell others about it. John replied: A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.Jn.3:27 

I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.Jn.1:51 After this I looked, and there in front of me was a door standing open in heaven. I heard the voice I 
had heard before. It sounded like a trumpet. The voice said, “Come up here. I will show you what must happen 
after this.” At once the Holy Spirit took complete control of me. There in front of me was a throne in heaven 
with someone sitting on it.Rev.4:1-2 You have been raised up with Christ. So think about things that are in heaven. 
That is where Christ is. He is sitting at God's right hand. Think about things that are in heaven. Don't think 
about things that are on earth. You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God. Christ is your life. When 
he appears again, you also will appear with him in heaven's glory.Col.3:1-4 
  



  

So, let’s continue to cultivate a good habit of dependency on God and delighting in Him—then 
when times seem tough (or even worse, they really are tough!) then we will resort to the familiar, 
the holy and godly lifestyle2Pet.3:14 that we have made a habit of. If the Covid vaccine can, as H.M. 
the Queen said, give us “a feeling of, you know, you're protected, which is I think very important.” Then 
how much more will God’s refuge give us spiritual protection—and a feeling of protection, 
which is I think very important. And like David, our Cave will become a Cathedral instead of a 
place of Custody. Our hearts will be steadfast and singing as we delight in the Lord instead of 
joining in the distress and despondency around us. 
 
Is your Cave a place of Custody or a Cathedral? 
Questions 
What do you consider to be the basic truths of the Truth (our salvation)? 
Which activities at our Church are the most effective in refreshing your mind about the truths 
of our faith? 
What does it mean to take refuge in the shadow of God’s wings.Ps.57.1? 
What does my heart is steadfastPs.57:7 mean?. 
Is there a difference between a moan and a groan? 
Define “praise”. 
What does the Bible say about praise? 
 
Prayer of Desires 
O You who hear prayers, teach me to pray. I confess that in religious exercises, the language of 
my lips and the feelings of my thoughts have not always agreed; that I have often desired things 
which would have injured me; that I have depreciated some of my chief mercies; that I have 
erred both on the side of my hopes and also of my fears. Let Your Spirit help my infirmities, 
so that I will pray as I should. Let Him produce in me wise desires by which I may ask right 
things—then I shall know You hear me. May I never be importunate for temporal blessings 
but always refer them to Your Fatherly goodness—for You know what I need before I ask. 
May I never think I prosper unless my soul prospers; or that I am rich, unless rich toward You; 
or that I am wise, unless wise unto salvation. May I seek first Your kingdom and its 
righteousness. May I value things in relation to eternity. May my spiritual welfare be my chief 
solicitude. I would rather be poor, afflicted, despised and have Your blessing, than be successful 
in enterprise, or have more than my thought can wish, or be admired by my fellow-men—if 
thereby these things make me forget You. May I regard the world as dreams, lies, vanities, 
vexation of spirit and desire to depart from it. And may I seek my happiness in Your favour, 
image, presence, service. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
 
  



  

March 
March Write a Verse a Week theme: Wisdom—having experience, knowledge, and good judgment; 
the application of knowledge. 
Thought for the Month: 
Don’t get so bogged down in the details of doctrine that you miss the point of salvation, or so 
absorbed in the trees of history that you miss the forest of faith. We need to keep focused on 
Jesus. Eugene Peterson 
 
Sunday 7th March Ps.122 Acts 1 
07/03/2021 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. James 1:5 
Why do you stand here looking into the sky?Acts.1:11 

Don’t just sit there—do something!  
Although we may often use the phrase: “Don’t just sit there—do something!” Quakers and Buddhists 
often say the opposite: “Don't just do something, sit there!” Their philosophy is to wait patiently—
for anything or nothing! (Quakers were originally sound and relied on God but now are so 
liberal that you would rarely know the difference between them and Buddhists! Chocolate was 
promoted by Quakers—Rowntree, Cadbury, Foxe, Frye—and they were all renowned for their 
philanthropic work and care of their employees. Buddhist meditation empties your mind—
which then leaves a vacuum for anything to fill. Christian meditation fills your mind with the 
Word of God—which is our spiritual food.) And actually, most people are far too busy—
rushing around but not achieving anything of consequence. But being busy is not the same as 
being productive and we should aim to be effective rather than efficient. Winnie the Pooh has 
a good philosophy (albeit not a very productive one): “sometimes I sits and thinks and sometimes I 
just sits.” Jesus commended Mary for sitting and thinking: Mary sat at the Lord's feet listening to what 
he said. But Martha was busy with all the things that had to be done. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my 
sister has left me to do the work by myself. Don't you care? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord 
answered. “You are worried and upset about many things. But only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what 
is better. And it will not be taken away from her.”Lk.10:39-42 Thinking time is good—it is what the 
Psalmists call “Selah”—which means, reflect on what you have read; sit down and have a cup 
of tea while you ponder that paragraph.  
We should all reflect on life but especially life from God’s perspective—on truth. Ever since 
the Church began, Christians have asked: What are the basic truths of the Truth our salvation? (as we 
did in our Bible Study last Wednesday). Even though we may be firmly established in the faith, 
we should remind ourselves of those basic truths: I will always remind you of these things, even though 
you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I think it is right to refresh your memory 
as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to 
remember these things.2Pet.1:12-15 That is why the Early Church formulated Creeds (from Latin credo 
meaning I believe). There are some very basic “Creeds” in the Bible: Remember Jesus Christ, raised 
from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel.2Tim.2:8 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from 
whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things 
came and through whom we live.1Cor.8:6 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born.1Cor.15:3-8 He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached 



  

among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.1Tim.3:16 If you declare with your mouth, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”Rom.10:9-11  

Outside of the Bible, the Apostles' Creed is the earliest of the Christian Creeds and dates back 
to the C2nd. It was drawn up to counter the heresies that denied Jesus was truly Man (such as 
Gnosticism, which taught that God was too perfect to create something like a material world 
and so introduced one or more intermediate beings between God and the world). In A.D. 325 
the Council of Nicaea adopted the Nicene Creed to counter the heresy of Arius (an Elder in 
Alexandria, Egypt) who taught that in the beginning, the Father created the Son and that the 
Son, in conjunction with the Father, then proceeded to create the world. The result of this was 
to make the Son a created being, and hence not God in any meaningful sense. Nicholas, the 
Bishop of Myra (the real Santa Claus) was one of the signatories of the Creed. And there is a 
story of Nicholas becoming so angry with Arius at the Council that he hit him—which led to 
Constantine discipling him for his behaviour! 
The Apostles’ Creed: 

1. I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
3. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
4. Under Pontius Pilate, He was crucified, died, and was buried. 
5. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
7. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
8. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
9. the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
10. the forgiveness of sins, 
11. the resurrection of the body, 
12. and the life everlasting. 

Cars have an annual MOT to check that they are roadworthy and are safe to drive. Older people 
regularly have “health MOTs” to check that they are reasonably healthy and that there are no 
obvious problems. And Christians should also have regular “faith MOTs” where they examine 
themselves to confirm that they are still in the Christian faith (note: themselves—not other 
people!!!!): Examine yourselves to see whether you are still in the Christian faith. Test yourselves! Don't you 
recognize that you are people in whom Jesus Christ lives? Could it be that you're failing the test? I hope that you 
will realize that we haven't failed the test. We pray to God that you won't do anything wrong. It's not that we 
want to prove that we've passed the test. Rather, we want you to do whatever is right, even if we seem to have failed. 
We can't do anything against the truth but only to help the truth. We're glad when we are weak and you are strong. 
We are also praying for your improvement.2Cor.13:5-9 Although it is important to take stock of our life—
and especially our faith—we should never doubt God’s character, His faithfulness, love and 
compassion. Psalm 23 is a great Scripture to remind us of God’s Character—it is much more 
than a Psalm of comfort, it is a statement of confidence: The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in 
want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me 
in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.Ps.23 It is alright to question our beliefs 
because that should motivate us to find out what God really has said and cause us to reach out 
to God in simple faith. But we should never believe our doubts because that will instil fear into 



  

us and cause us to retreat from God in unbelief. Believing our doubts is actually unbelief and a 
sign of laziness because it means we haven’t taken the time and effort to find out what God has 
recorded in the Scriptures. The Bible is God’s mind in a Book and if we read the Bible with 
an attitude of openness and submission to God, each one of us can know what God really thinks 
and what He has planned for us. Everything God wants us to know is plainly recorded in the 
Bible—there are no hidden messages or secret information tucked away in the Bible. That 
was the heresy of the Gnostics who believed that salvation could be gained through their secret 
knowledge—that is completely subjective and never able to provide any real assurance: lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 
For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray 
by various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.2Tim.3:4-7 
Reflecting on life—on God’s perspective of life and the truth of what He has said—requires 
us to wait on the Lord: Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.Ps.27:14 
But waiting does not mean standing still. Of course, there is a time to sit at Jesus’ feet—like 
Mary who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.Lk.10:39 But there is also a time for action. 
When Moses told the Israelites to stand still, God told them to get moving: As Pharaoh 
approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and 
cried out to the LORD… Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD 
will fight for you; you need only to be still.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? 
Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that 
the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.Ex.14:10-16 After witnessing Jesus’ transfiguration, of 
course Peter wanted to wait there and soak up the atmosphere (as we would): As the men were 
leaving Jesus, Peter spoke up. “Master,” he said to him, “it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters. 
One will be for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He didn't really know what he was saying.Lk.9:33 The 
Disciples wanted to wait after Jesus had ascended (as we would too)—but the waiting time 
is limited: Men of Galilee why do you stand here looking at the sky? Jesus has been taken away from you 
into heaven. But he will come back in the same way you saw him go.Acts.1:11 Jesus told His Disciples to 
wait—until they had received the Gift of the Holy Spirit: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”Acts.1:4-8 After 
they had received the Holy Spirit they were to go into the whole world: He said to them, “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.Mk.16:15 All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…Matt.28:18-19 Even our waiting for Jesus to 
return is an active wait, not a passive wait—we are to welcome other Believers and serve God 
while we wait: The believers themselves report the kind of welcome you gave us. They tell about how you turned 
away from statues of gods to serve the living and true God. They tell about how you are waiting for his Son to 
come from heaven. God raised him from the dead. He is Jesus. He saves us from God's anger, and his anger is 
sure to come.1Thess.1:9-10   

So, don’t just sit there—do something! Let’s make sure we aren’t just passively sitting here or 
standing here looking into the sky but that we are actively waiting for Jesus—that we are doing 
what He told us to do: But we are citizens of heaven. And we can hardly wait for a Saviour from there. He 
is the Lord Jesus Christ. He has the power to bring everything under his control. By his power he will change 
our earthly bodies. They will become like his glorious body.Phil.3:20-21 And while we wait, let’s have a regular 
“spiritual check-up”, recognising that Christ is within us because we have passed the test.2Cor.13:5-9 



  

 
Don’t just sit there—do something!  
Questions 
What do you think Mary and Martha got right and what did they get wrong? (Lk.10:39-42) 
How can we put the “Selah” (from the Psalms) into practice? 
Do we have to understand something to accept it as true? (give examples) 
What Christian truths do you reflect on most? (give examples) 
How can we give ourself a spiritual check-up? (2Cor.13:5) 
What should we be doing as we wait on God and for Jesus to return? 
 
Prayer of Devotion 
God of my end, it is my greatest, noblest pleasure to be acquainted with You. It is sweet and 
entertaining to look into my being when all my powers and passions are united and engaged in 
pursuit of You, when my soul longs and passionately breathes after conformity to You and the 
full enjoyment of You. No hours pass away with so much pleasure as those spent in communion 
with You. O how desirable and how profitable to the Christian life is a spirit of holy 
watchfulness and godly jealousy over myself, when my soul is afraid of nothing except grieving 
and offending You, the blessed God, my Father and Friend—whom I love and long to please, 
rather than be happy in myself! Knowing as I do, that this is worthy of the highest ambition 
and closest pursuit of intelligent creatures and holy Christians, may my joy derive from 
glorifying and delighting You. I long to fill all my time for You, whether at home or away from 
home, to place all my concerns in Your hands and to be entirely at Your disposal, having no 
will or interest of my own. Help me to live to You for ever, to make You my last and only end, 
so that I may always put You first and foremost in my life. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 14th March Ps.115:1-10. Acts 2 
14/03/2021 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. Colossians 3:16 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.Acts.2:1 
Pentecost—the beginning of the Church. 
Last week we saw that in order to counter some of the heresies which had arisen, the Church 
agreed on some statements of faith which are called “Creeds”. But right from the beginning the 
Apostles had to address issues that were bringing divisions within the Church—and much of 
their instructions became part of our Bible. These divisions were sometimes doctrinal, First, I 
hear that there are divisions among you when you meet as a church, and to some extent I believe it. But, of course, 
there must be divisions among you so that you who have God's approval will be recognized!1Cor.11:18-19 But there 
were also personality and cultural clashes too. Barnabas and Paul strongly disagreed with each other. 
So they went their separate ways.Acts.15:39 In those days the number of believers was growing. The Jews who 
followed Greek practices complained against the Jews who followed only Jewish practices. They said that the 
widows of men who followed Greek practices were not being taken care of. They weren't getting their fair share 
of food each day.Acts.6:1 And today, we have still have doctrinal and cultural divisions within the 
Church. There are Episcopalian vs Congregational; Conformist vs Non-conformist; 
modernism and liberal vs fundamentalism; charismatics vs cessationists; etc. But our perception 
of the Church is usually very new. When we think of Church, we usually think of church 
steeples, church bells, church organs, church pews, church crosses, church hymn books and 
church dress (gowns and collars). Or maybe we think of a hall like ours with moveable seats, 
guitars, keyboards and media projectors. But at the beginning of the Church era, church 



  

activities were nothing like they are today. Even our worship format is relatively modern. 
Singing is now an important part of our Church worship and we normally call our singing time 
our “worship” time. It is said that people sing more lies in Church than they say outside of 
Church—which is why we should consider carefully what we sing because we can only worship 
in spirit and in truth.Jn.4:24  But actually,  worship is not singing but obedience: Abraham said to 
his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will 
come back to you.” … “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this… through your 
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”Gen.22:5-18 However, singing is 
an important part of the way we express our personality as it allows us to express our thoughts 
in an emotional and vocal way.  
Christian songs should be an exclamation of the wonders of Christ in God. They should excite 
us, especially when articulated by gifted poets and composers. By singing and making melody in our 
hearts to the Lord we can savour the great Bible truths. The Gospel has the most exalted themes 
on earth, such as: the glory of the Son of God! the mystery of His incarnation! His incredible 
life! the fathomless depths opened at Calvary and the awesome vistas of His Resurrection! 
Worship is about God’s greatness, but Christian worship is extoling what Jesus was, what 
Jesus is, Jesus did, what Jesus does. Jesus is the reason we worship and it is the Holy Spirit 
who gives us the ability to speak and sing—no other faith on earth has that distinction! 
The OT is full of songs—the Psalms are a actually a hymn-book: My heart, O God, is steadfast; I 
will sing and make music with all my soul.Ps.108:1 And so of course, the early Church sang psalms and 
hymns together: What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a 
hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the 
church may be built up.1Cor.14:26 be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.Eph.5:18-20  And we should “teach one another” through our 
singing: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.Col.3:15-17 But we have the New Testament now and if we base our songs 
on the Psalms alone will lose the wonder of our salvation! We have a right in Church to 
expect songs with Christian content. Isaac Watts (1674–1748) actually revised all but twelve 
of the 150 psalms “to make David speak like a Christian” because he was committed to directing 
the attention of worshippers the person and work of Jesus Christ. Today congregations 
fervently sing lines that sometimes have no identifiable Bible base—often no deity is named 
and some could be sung by followers of any religion. John Wesley was always anxious that his 
brother Charles’ verses should have sound theology and we need to be careful that the hymns 
and songs we use give expression to the wonderful works of God in Christ.  
When Christianity was legalized by Constantine in A.D.313, the church was beset by divisions 
from within. One of the most well-known heretics was Arius, born in 250. He was a public-
relations expert who combined catchy tunes with lyrics that denied Christ’s divine equality with 
the Father. Devout Arians would blanket local communities at dusk with the sound of their 
hymns and Church leaders like Ambrose of Milan and Ephraim Syrus, countered them with 
doctrinally accurate songs that exalted Christ as God—they even set some of these to Arian 
melodies! In this pre-cursor to the battle of the bands, biblical truth eventually won out. By the 
C4th the power and usefulness of congregational song as a teaching tool had been established 
beyond question. But church leaders had growing concerns. Partly to counteract heresy, and 
partly to exercise greater authority in a rapidly expanding church, church leaders began to 



  

address specific practices of congregational song. The use of instruments was discouraged due 
to their worldly associations with the theatre, immorality, and idolatry. There was a strong 
movement toward a professional clergy. Finally, in A.D.367, the Council of Laodicea declared, 
“Besides the appointed singers who mount the ambo and sing from the book, others shall not sing in the church.” 
As a formal liturgy developed, the congregation increasingly shifted from active worshipers to 
passive spectators and during the Middle Ages the people were forbidden to sing. Not 
surprisingly, congregations became less and less familiar with the truths that singing had been 
designed to reinforce! Corporate worship was no longer truly corporate. The Reformation 
began to reverse the spectator/participator Church involvement. Martin Luther was at the 
forefront of promoting communal singing of Christian songs in public worship and was 
convinced that “next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise”. He saw music as a gift 
from God intended to carry theological truths into our hearts and claimed that anyone who 
does not regard music “as a marvellous creation of God, must be a clodhopper indeed and does not deserve 
to be called a human being.” However not all Reformers were as enthusiastic as Luther about 
congregational worship with one author commenting if “Luther recovered the congregations’ singing, 
Zwingli denied it, and Calvin restricted it.” Luther believed that, in worship, God’s people should 
sing hymns, Zwingli thought they should not sing at all, but Calvin taught that they should only 
sing directly from God’s Word. Calvin saw “hymns of human composure” as unfit for the sacred 
assembly. Interestingly, in 1688 the Baptist Assembly in England, decided that singing Psalms 
was "so strangely foreign to the evangelical worship that it was not conceived anyways safe for the churches to 
admit to such carnal formalities." They held that the singing of psalms in public worship should be 
by single voices only. "As the prayer of one in the church is the prayer of the whole church so the singing of 
one in the church is the singing of the whole church." By 1733, the Baptist Assembly had moved a little 
and could say: “There are very few that belong to this Assembly who either practise or approve the way of 
singing men's composures with tuneable notes and a mixed multitude; but... we do not think it justifiable for us 
to refuse to join with them in a General Assembly." Notwithstanding the past controversies of singing 
in Church, our style of singing is very modern—until the 1980’s most Churches had a “hymn 
sandwich” format of singing, where they would have a hymn, a reading, a hymn, a prayer, etc. 
rather than our medley of songs where we can express our feelings and emotions about God 
through music. 
But Church is greater than a style of worship—Church is a gathering, an assembly of saints. 

The word “Church” in our Bible is translated from the word Ekklesia (ἐκκλησία) and was used 
by the Greeks to describe the local town council who were a body of free citizens called together by a 
herald. Thayers Lexicon defines Church as “a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some 
public place for the purpose of deliberating” (deliberating is defined as a discourse or debate with action taken 
after careful consideration). We are Church when we come together in public to make quality 
decisions to change after spending time in God’s presence.  
Gathering: Church is always a gathering of people never just 1 or 2 people in their home.  
Citizens: Christians are citizens of heaven. This has nothing to do with our natural or first birth 
but solely to do with our second birth from above: So you are no longer strangers and outsiders. You 
are citizens together with God's people. You are members of God's family.Eph.2:19 But we are citizens of heaven. 
And we can hardly wait for a Saviour from there. He is the Lord Jesus Christ.Phil.3:20 
Called: We have responded to God’s call and are doing something about it. Church is when 
we leave our home thinking—our lunch, business, family, friends, leisure, etc. to worship God 
with a single mind: His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.2Pet.1:3  
Public Place: Church meets in public not in private. We aspire to be transparent and 
accountable—we are not a secret society or cult. Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we 



  

have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. 
We have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God's grace. For we do not write you anything you cannot 
read or understand. And I hope that, as you have understood us in part, you will come to understand fully that 
you can boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.2Cor.1:12-14 Unlike so many, we do not 
peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent 
from God.2Cor.2:17 
Deliberating: Our meetings are deliberate and we encourage deliberation—we intend to take 
action after hearing the facts: Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, 
for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said 
was true.Acts 17:11 
We are Church when we come together with the purpose of gathering in the Name of Jesus to 
honour Him, to encourage others and to conform to Jesus’ likeness—to be blessed and to be 
a blessing. We don’t come together casually but circumspectly, determined to give our best to 
God because He deserves it. Worship means worth-ship—what God is worth to me. Church is the 
meeting of Believers who are praisers and prayers—who worship God, who fellowship with 
God, and who listen to God by reading God’s Word—and then selah (meditate) it, share it and 
submit to it. Church is the gathering of saints in fellowship with both God and God’s people 
who are both giving and receiving for the benefit of God’s Kingdom. Church is the Body of 
Christ and so should reflect Him: Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 
Saviour.Eph.5:23 Church is the assembly of joyful spiritual beings—including the angelic spiritual 
beings and the redeemed human spiritual beings (both in heaven and on earth): But you have come 
to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands 
of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to 
God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.Heb.12:22-24 
So today we are Church because we gather as heavenly citizens who are called out from our homes into 
this public place for the purpose of deliberating on God and His Word. Although times and cultures 
have changed, Jesus is still the focus of our worship as well as the reason why we worship—we 
are still extoling what Jesus was, what Jesus is, Jesus did, and what Jesus does and we are still 
teaching one another in spiritual songs that express the wonderful works of God in Christ. 
Although the Church began at Pentecost, the Church has continued, and will continue, because 
Jesus is building His Church—that means you and me—to become a dwelling in which God 
live by His Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's 
people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in 
the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.Eph.2:19-

22 
Pentecost—the beginning of the Church. 
Questions 

1. If the Church began on Pentecost, what were the Believers called before then? 
2. Is there a difference between the OT saints and the NT saints? 
3. If Jesus is building His Church, why are there so many divisions and disputes in the 

Church? 
4. What should Christian songs and hymns be about? 
5. How important are the Psalms in the Church? 
6. If the Church is the gathering of believers, should we allow unbelievers to take part in 

Church activities? 



  

7. How can we deliberate at Church? (Deliberate means discourse or debate with action taken after 
careful consideration.) 

 
Prayer of Assurance 
Almighty God, I am loved with everlasting love and clothed in eternal righteousness—my peace 
flowing like a river; my comforts many and large; my joy and triumph unutterable; my soul lively 
with a knowledge of salvation; my sense of justification unclouded. I have scarce anything to 
pray for—Jesus smiles upon my soul as a ray of heaven and my supplications are swallowed up 
in praise. How sweet is the glorious doctrine of election when based upon Your Word and 
wrought inwardly within the soul! I bless You, that You will keep the sinner that You have 
loved—else I would never get to heaven. I wrong the work of grace in my thought if I deny my 
new nature and my eternal life. If Jesus were not my righteousness and redemption, I would 
sink into nethermost hell by my misdoings, shortcomings, unbelief, unlove. If Jesus were not, 
by the power of His Spirit, my sanctification, there is no sin I should not commit. O when shall 
I have His mind? When shall I be conformed to His image? All the good things of life are less 
than nothing when compared with His love. All the treasures of a million worlds could not 
make me richer, happier, more contented—for His unsearchable riches are mine. One moment 
of communion with Him, one view of His grace, is ineffable and inestimable. But O God, I 
could not long after Your presence if I did not know the sweetness of it—and such I could not 
know except by Your Spirit in my thought; nor love You at all unless You elected me, called 
me, adopted me and saved me. I bless You for the covenant of grace. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 21st March (including thanksgiving Service for Sheila Teague). Ps.23 
21/03/2021 How from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 3:15 
All the days of our life! Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.Ps.23:6 

The movie The Elephant Man is based loosely on the true story of John (Joseph) Merrick, a 
hideously deformed young man who lived in the 1880’s during the time of England's industrial 
revolution. Known in the circus sideshows as “The Elephant Man,” Merrick was thought to be 
an imbicile incapable of feeling or speech. He lived a cruel, demeaning life until rescued by Sir 
Frederick Treves of the London Hospital. Treves, a lecturer in anatomy at the Medical College, 
first saw Merrick as a “specimen” to analyse—his head measured 36 inches circumference and 
his right wrist 12 inches. However, Treves compassion for John grew daily. Treves sought to 
care for him, but hospital policy did not permit “incurables” to be admitted permanently because 
space was limited. The hospital administrator asked Treves to show him the deformed man so 
he could evaluate whether Merrick was capable of being helped. Central to the decision was 
whether the young man could think and speak as a normal person. Treves began a crash course 
to prepare Merrick to meet the hospital administrator who would decide his fate. Among the 
sentences which Merrick practiced repeating after Treves were the first 3 verses of the 23rd 
Psalm. At two in the afternoon on the following day, the three met. The administrator asked 
simple questions. Although Merrick responded, his answers seemed to be by rote. Carr Gomm, 
the administrator, had heard enough. He turned to leave and, as he and Treves paused in the 
hall after closing the door, they heard John Merrick begin to recite the Twenty-Third Psalm. 
This time, however, John did not merely echo Treves. He continued the psalm beyond what 
his mentor had taught him, saying ever more forcefully, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me.” Treves realized he had not taught that part 
of the psalm to Merrick. He persuaded Gomm to return to the room. They learned from John, 
who was now calm enough to speak, that his mother had taught him the psalm as a child. The 



  

crisis was solved, and John became to all who met him a model of what true humanity is. (John’s 
late mother was a Baptist and had given John the middle name “Carey” after the Baptist 
Missionary William Carey.)  
The film The Elephant Man is an eloquent witness to the meaning of Psalm 23. This psalm is a 
cry to God in a time of great need. It is the poetic cry of a person shaken, one in the midst of 
danger, one in need of help. It is a psalm for us to sing when crisis threatens. When we lose a 
loved one to death and our hearts are broken, it is right to turn to God. This psalm is called by 
many “the pearl of the Psalms.” More hymns are based on this psalm than any other and it is the 
most requested Scripture when hearts are gripped with sorrow, grief, anxiety, and uncertainty. 
Its focus is not on the psalmist, his troubles or his enemies but on God and His character. 
“Familiarity breeds contempt” and this psalm is so familiar that it could breed contempt but instead 
it breeds contentment because it is the Word of God and it gives hope and strength. The 
Geneva Translation prefaces this psalm with: Because the Prophet had proved the great mercies of God 
at divers times, and in sundry manners, he gathereth a certain assurance, fully persuading himself that God will 
continue the very same goodness towards him forever. The 23rd Psalm is a forever psalm because it is for 
all the days of our life and it will bring comfort and solace to us all the days of our life. 
Foe: The LORD is my shepherd. What do shepherds do? One of their tasks is to protect the sheep 
from predators because sheep are the most helpless of all animals. We have a foe who is the 
enemy of our souls—his name is satan and he desires to defeat us and eventually to destroy us. 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm 
in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings.1Pet.5:8-9 But God intervenes for us by being our Shepherd in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, I am the good shepherd. And what does the Good Shepherd do? He lays down his life for 
the sheep.Jn.10:11 When faith is placed in Jesus Christ as our Saviour to deliver us from sin and satan, 
He becomes the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls.1Pet.5:2 He becomes our Saviour first, then our 
Shepherd. It's a personal relationship. David did not say “a shepherd” or “the shepherd,” but “my 
shepherd.” Someone has said this psalm is the “I/He Psalm” as David uses “I”, “my”, and “me” 17 
times, as well as “he” and “his” 13 times. We are comforted to know that we have Jesus as our 
Shepherd Friend to defeat our foe. 
Fullness: Then, we see that the Shepherd is the fullness of our lives. In verses 1—3, that is 
powerfully clear. An old saint put it this way; The Lord is my shepherd, He's all I want. Notice how 
this fullness is demonstrated. First, he is the fullness of rest: He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
Green pastures means plenty of food and so a place for the sheep to lie down and chew the 
cud. The Shepherd provides a rest for our spirit. Second, He gives us the fullness of 
refreshment: “He leads me beside quiet waters,” literally “waters of rest.” Sheep prefer to drink from 
still waters rather than running water. In our sorrow, he will refresh our wounded hearts. For I 
have given rest to the weary and joy to the sorrowing.Jer.31:25 Third, he gives us the fullness of restoration: 
He restores my soul. To restore means “to refresh, to return.” When sheep fall on their backs they 
cannot get up by themselves. They are referred to as “cast sheep.” If the shepherd does not get 
there within a reasonably short time, the sheep will die. The sheep become vulnerable to attack 
from wild animals as well as an illness that causes them to swell up, then circulation ceases, 
which brings on certain death. When the owner finds a cast sheep, he lifts it gently to its feet 
and waits until the sheep regains equilibrium and can walk steadily. We can be sure that our 
Good Shepherd will give whatever is needed to face these days of sorrow and readjustment. No 
test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to 
remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there 
to help you come through it.1Cor.10:13 And finally, God guarantees the fullness of the right way: He 
guides me in paths of righteousness for His Name's sake. Sheep have no instinctive guidance system. 



  

They are easily lost. They need more guidance than most other livestock. We can be sure as we 
face tomorrow that our Shepherd will be there to guide us in every decision, at every crossroad, 
in every need. I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over 
you.Ps.32:8 
Fears. This psalm assures us that the Good Shepherd will escort us through the fears of life. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me. The 
word “even” could be translated “when”. Everyone will walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death—that is a given—but if the Lord is our Shepherd, His rod and staff will keep us safe 
when we walk through that valley of the shadow of death! If we are wandering, His staff (a 
Shepherd’s Crook) will guide us, and if we are attacked, His rod (a short club) will protect us. 
The staff keeps us close and the rod keeps us safe. Both are symbols of intimacy, of the Good 
Shepherd walking with us through these frightening experiences. (The rod is also translated as 
“sceptre” and it is God’s authority that protects us.) Notice how the grammar shifts significantly 
at this point. David moves from speaking of God in the third person (He) to the second person 
(You). He has been speaking about God, now in the valley, he turns and speaks to God. God 
becomes a reality when He becomes a necessity. The dark valleys make God more real to 
us than ever before. Ron Mehl, who fought cancer for many years, wrote about what he learned 
though his experiences: “Shadows can cause us no harm; the shadow of a bear can't bite you, the shadow of 
a lion can't defeat you, the shadow of a giant can't intimidate you, the shadow of death can't conquer you.” In 
the midst of this valley of shadows (also translated “black gloom”), the Shepherd does an amazing 
thing: He is expecting us. We're not unexpected drop-ins! He prepares a table for us in the 
midst of our enemies—we have a place of refuge. In the eastern culture, hospitality meant 
protection. He refreshes us by “anointing our heads with oil.” The oil was used for soothing and 
healing. In aching, grieving hearts, we can be sure that in the days ahead, we will receive the oil 
of grace for our broken hearts. 
Future: Finally, God's provision is assured all the days of our lives, which includes all of the 
future of our lives: Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life. Goodness and Love are 
our heavenly escorts and day and night, they stand with us as God's sentinels. Behind every 
tear, every grief, every broken heart, every long night of uncertainty, these security guards will 
flank our journey. They take us all the way to the Father's house—and then we will meet the 
Good Shepherd face-to-face. Then He, whom we have not seen except through the eyes of 
faith, we will see completely. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
What an amazing, marvellous hope we have in the Shepherd, who has prepared a place for us 
and assures us that we will rest with Him forever. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of 
God.Heb.4:9 This Shepherd, Jesus Christ, promises us to be with us and to lead us because we are 
His. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out…he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.Jn.10:3-4 Yes, all the days of our life, whether beset by foes, or in fullness, 
or through fears and in the future, we can be assured of God's provision—all the days of our 
lives! 
 
All the days of our life! 
Questions 
In what way is God a Shepherd to us? 
What does God protect us from? 
How does God protect us? 
What is spiritual rest? 



  

How does God guide us? 
What is the Biblical antidote to fear? 
How can we have hope in the valley of the shadow of death? 
What does it mean to have God’s goodness and love follow us all the days of our life? 
 
Worship 
O Lord, we commune with You every day but sometimes secular concerns reduce heavenly 
impressions. We bless You therefore, that today is sacred to our souls and we can wait upon 
You and be refreshed. We thank You for the institutions of religion, by use of which, we draw 
near to You and You to us. We rejoice that today we can attend upon You without distractions 
or even with distractions. Let our fellowship be devout, our conversation edifying, our reading 
pious, our hearing profitable and may our souls be quickened and elevated. We are the House 
of Prayer—pour upon us the Spirit of Grace and Supplication. We are the House of Praise—
awaken in us every grateful and cheerful emotion. As we receive instruction, give testimony to 
the Word preached and glorify it in the hearts of all who hear. May Your Word enlighten the 
ignorant, awaken the careless, reclaim the wandering, establish the weak, comfort the feeble-
minded and make ready a people for their Lord. Be a Sanctuary to all who cannot come and 
forget not those who never come. Bestow upon us, benevolence towards our dependants, 
forgiveness towards our enemies, peaceableness towards our neighbours and openness towards 
our fellow-Christians. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Its never too late to come back to God! 
As a child I was sent to Sunday School at the Glynn Vivian Miners Mission on Mill Hill (now 
Deal Pentecostal Church). So I grew up knowing that Jesus Christ loved me. I continued to 
attend Sunday School regularly until I was in my early teens when other more important things 
attracted my attention. I was married in 1962 and 3 years later my husband, who was in the 
RAF became a Christian by asking Jesus to forgive his sins and become part of his life. This 
drew me back into the Christian life. I experienced God’s love in many ways as I struggled with 
the usual difficulties of bringing up a young family in a service environment with the constant 
changing of homes and schools. In 1973 we returned to Deal and became members of the 
Pentecostal Church. I was actively involved with the Children’s work and not only experienced 
God operating in my own life but also in the lives of those young people. Due to personal 
reasons, I stopped attending Church some years ago but I always knew that God still loved and 
cared for me. In 1999 I came back to the Church and found a loving, caring atmosphere which 
was God centred. On 26th January 2000 I asked Jesus to once again become the centre of my 
life. Since then, on a daily basis I have experienced the presence of God in a new way. Perhaps, 
like me you once knew and believed in God. It is not too late to come back to Him and once 
again experience the love and peace that only He can give. 
Sheila Winifred Grace Teague (née Squire) Born 9th October 1941. Promoted to glory 11th February 2021 

 
Sunday 28th March 
28/03/2021 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and discipline. Proverbs 1:7 
The family of God is the church of the living God. It is the pillar and foundation of the truth.1Tim.3:15 

The Family of God 
The Church is the family of God and this Church congregation here in Deal, is our extended 
family where we can interact and be the prophetic people that we are called to be—where we 
can “exhort, encourage and edify” one another. But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 



  

strengthening, encouraging and comfort.1Cor.14:3 And wherever we go in the world, we can find other 
members of our larger extended spiritual family who are our brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus 
said: I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.Jn.10:16 Because we are Family, we share a great number of 
family likenesses—we share the same Father, the same Saviour, the same Spirit, the same 
Scriptures and the same destination.  
The same Father. God is the father of all creation and of all people: the son of Adam, the son of 
God.Lk3:38 Paul stood in the middle of the court and said, “Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious. As I 
was going through your city and looking closely at the objects you worship, I noticed an altar with this written on 
it: ‘To an unknown god.' I'm telling you about the unknown god you worship. The God who made the universe 
and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn't live in shrines made by humans, and he isn't served 
by humans as if he needed anything. He gives everyone life, breath, and everything they have. From one man he has 
made every nation of humanity to live all over the earth. He has given them the seasons of the year and the boundaries 
within which to live. He has done this so that they would look for God, somehow reach for him, and find him. In 
fact, he is never far from any one of us. Certainly, we live, move, and exist because of him. As some of your poets 
have said, ‘We are God's children.' So if we are God's children, we shouldn't think that the divine being is like 
an image made from gold, silver, or stone, an image that is the product of human imagination and skill.Acts..17:22-29 

But in a very distinct and direct way, God is the Father of all Christians that is different from the 
rest of His creation. The Word was in the world that was made through him. But the world did not recognize 
him. He came to what was his own. But his own people did not accept him. Some people did accept him. They 
believed in his name. He gave them the right to become children of God. To be a child of God has nothing to do 
with human parents. Children of God are not born because of human choice or because a husband wants them to 
be born. They are born because of what God does.Jn. 1:10-13 Now we are God’s children we can call Him 
“our Father” and that permits us to enjoy the benefits of His Family: But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because 
of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. This, then, 
is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name…Matt.6:6-9 Those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.Rom.8:14-17 
The same Saviour. Jesus is the Saviour of the world: Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.Lk.2:11-12 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we 
know and rely on the love God has for us.1Jn.4:14-16 But Jesus is more than just a Saviour in general—
Jesus is our Saviour. To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Saviour.Tit.1:4 And our Saviour saves us from our sins: She will give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.Matt.1:22 Being saved from 
our sins gives us a glorious future: And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body.Phil.3:20-21  
The same Spirit. The Spirit we share with other Believers is the Holy Spirit, the 3rd Person of 
the Trinity who raised Jesus from the dead: And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who 
lives in you.Rom.8:11 Now that same Spirit empowers us and gives us the desire and ability to serve 
God: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same 



  

Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men… All these are the 
work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.1Cor.12:4-11 
The same Scriptures. The Scriptures are God’s mind in a book and they reveal to us His plan 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. By reading the Scriptures, we can know what God thinks 
about us, how He saves us, how He guides us, how He protects us, how He provides for us—
which is why we put so much value on the Scriptures: set an example for the believers in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 
preaching and to teaching.1Tim.4:12-13 From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.2Tim.3:15-17 The Bible is not a script like a “magical” talisman or lucky charm that we 
can use for protection but it is a script with spiritual words that will guide us throughout our 
life—and into the next life too. The power of the Scripture is not in the physical words on the 
page of the book but in the spiritual application of those words by the Holy Spirit who authored 
them and also enlivens them. That’s why it is futile to argue over the different translations of 
the Bible. There are no original Scriptures in existence and all versions of the Bible in any 
language are already translations of translations of copies (and probably of copies of copies of 
copies) of the original Scriptures! Unless the Holy Spirit applies the words of the Scriptures, 
they remain just words—but when the Holy Spirit applies the words of the Scriptures they 
become the living Word of God. And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You 
have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he 
sent. You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very 
Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.Jn.5:37-40 Without the revelation of 
the Holy Spirit, we cannot understand the Scriptures—or anything else about God either: What 
we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what 
God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught 
by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not 
accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them 
because they are discerned only through the Spirit.1Cor.2:12-14 
The same destination. We are all destined to die: What person can live and not die? Who can escape 
the power of the grave?Ps.89:48 Everyone will die someday. Those who are still living should really think about 
that.Eccl.7:2 But we don’t all have the same destination: Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but 
the righteous to eternal life.Matt.25:46 And just as it is destined that each person dies only once and after that comes 
judgment, so Christ died only once as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again but 
not to deal with our sins again. This time he will bring salvation to all those who are eagerly waiting for 
him.Heb.9:27-28 Christians have a glorious destination—to be with Jesus forever: Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.1Pet.1:3-5 Part of the joy of Christianity is being able 
to share life’s journey with others who are going to the same destination as we are—glory. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the 
light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever… He who testifies 
to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
God's people. Amen.Rev.22:3-21 

Membership of a local Church is a public statement that we belong to a spiritual family and 
have made that particular congregation our spiritual home. So, for us here at Deal Pentecostal 



  

Church, Church membership is our public statement that this is the place where we are 
spiritually fed and cared for—this is the place where we are blessed and where we can be a 
blessing. However, Church Membership comes with responsibilities and privileges. These 
responsibilities and privileges include: taking an active part in the work and worship of the 
Church according to our ability and circumstances; relating into the Church’s system of Pastoral 
Care; prayerfully contributing to the unity, encouragement and fellowship of the Church; 
showing a Scriptural regard for those in positions of leadership; being prepared to live by the 
accepted rules of Christian conduct. However, these responsibilities and privileges are not 
irksome or tiresome but a joy—there is a “feel-good factor” to belonging to a Church family. We 
have so much in common and as share our life’s journey, we can serve God together. So let’s 
continue to live a life worthy of the calling we have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to one hope when we were called; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.Eph.4:1-6 
 
Questions 
Who is the family of God? 
What are the distinctive traits of God’s family? 
Can you be a member of God’s family and not a member of a Church family? 
Can you be a member of a Church family and not a member of God’s family? 
What are some of the responsibilities and privileges of Church membership? 
Should non-Church members be permitted to take part in Church activities? 
What authority do Church leaders have over the congregation (members and non-members)? 
What accountability should there be for Church leaders? 
What accountability should there be for Church members? 
What accountability should there be for non-Church members? 
 
Bounty 
You great and only Potentate, You have made summer and winter, day and night—each of 
these revolutions serves our welfare and is full of Your care and kindness. Your bounty is seen 
in the relations that train us, the laws that defend us, the homes that shelter us, the food that 
builds us, the raiment that comforts us, and the continuance of our health, senses, 
understanding, memory, affection and will. But as stars fade before the rising sun, You have 
eclipsed all these benefits in the wisdom and grace that purposed redemption by Jesus Your 
Son. Blessed be Your mercy that laid help on One that is mighty and willing, One that is able 
to save to the uttermost. Make us deeply sensible of our need of His saving grace, of His blood 
that cleanses, of the rest He has promised. And impute to us that righteousness which justifies 
the guilty, gives them a title to eternal life and possession of the Spirit. May we love the freeness 
of salvation and joy in its holiness. Give us faith to grasp Your promises that are our hope, that 
provide for every exigency and that prevent every evil. Keep our hearts from straying after 
forbidden pleasures and may Your will bind all our wishes. Let us live out of the world as to its 
spirit, maxim, manners, but live in it as the sphere of our action and usefulness. May we be alive 
to every call of duty, accepting without question Your determination of our circumstances and 
our service. 
  



  

April 
April Write a Verse a Week Theme: Unity—being united or joined as a whole 
Thought for the Month: 
It is a sad thing when you hear Christians with a groan. The secret of Christianity is the 
secret of Christ possessing your heart—being yielded to Him so that His victory, His 
consciousness and His power possesses your spirit and your mind. John G Lake 
 
Easter Sunday 4th April. Ps.24. Jn.20  
04/04/2021 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its 
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 1Corinthians 12:12 
Christ the Lord is risen today—Hallelujah! 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.1Cor.15-20 
The Christian Church has celebrated Jesus’ life events for centuries—His conception, birth, 
baptism, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension—and, depending on the denomination’s 
traditions, some or all these are now part of the Church’s calendar. But actually, these 
celebrations are only church traditions, not Christian traditions! Our Statement of Faith says 
that: We believe that the Bible is… the infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice. The Elim Statement 
of Faith says: We believe the Bible is the supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and conduct. In 
fact, the Cross delivers us from religious festivals—which is why we rarely follow the Church 
Calendar: God made you alive with Christ… And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a 
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.Col.2:13-17  

When Jesus came, He did away with the types, shadows and pictures and replaced them with 
Himself! Of course, all of Jesus’ life is important (and integral) to the Christian faith and all 
involved a miraculous element. Jesus’ conception was miraculous because God became a 
human being: The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glory. It is 
the glory of the one and only Son. He came from the Father. And he was full of grace and truth.Jn.1:14 When 
Jesus became human, He did not lose any of His Deity but He laid His majesty aside and 
became dependent on His Father: Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.Phil.2:5-11 

And throughout His ministry, Jesus was obedient to His Father: So when Christ came into the world, 
he said, “You didn't want sacrifices and offerings. Instead, you prepared a body for me. You weren't pleased with 
burnt offerings and sin offerings. Then I said, ‘Here I am. It is written about me in the scroll. God, I have come 
to do what you want.’”Heb.10:5-7 The Father honoured the Son and the Son honoured the Father: Then 
a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 
him!” Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.Mk.9:7-8 Jesus gave 
them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him 
all he does.Jn.5:19-20  

But the climax of Jesus’ ministry was His resurrection because: if Christ has not been raised, then all 
our preaching is useless, and our faith is useless. And we would all be lying about God–for we have said that 
God raised Christ from the grave… If Christ has not been raised, then our faith is useless and we are still guilty 
of our sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this 



  

life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But Christ really has been raised from the dead. He is 
the first of all those who will rise.1Cor.15:14-20 And so, the one life event of Jesus that the early Church 
did celebrate was His resurrection—and that was weekly not yearly. Because of Jesus’ 
resurrection, the day of worship changed from the 7th day of the week to the 1st day of the 
week—the Jewish Sabbath day of rest was made redundant and the Christian day of rejoicing 
took its place. Instead of ending the week in collective worship, the Church started the week 
with worship and every Sunday became a celebration of the Resurrection and the beginning of 
the New Creation. On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people 
and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.Acts.20:7 Now about the collection 
for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
have to be made.1Cor.16:1-2 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit,Rev.1:10  
In Roman times, when criminals were punished, a “certificate of  debt” to Caesar was issued (if  
they were crucified, it was nailed to the cross as a public display of  their crime). When the 
punishment was completed, Caesar’s court cancelled the debt with a single Greek word stamped 
upon the parchment. That word was “tetelestai” and meant: finished, paid in full. When 
Jesus died with that triumphant declaration of “tetelestai” (it is finished), He was announcing 
that His work was finished and the debt was paid in full. Jesus was born King of  the JewsMatt.2:2 and 
He died with the “certificate of  debt” to Caesar that stated: “Jesus of  Nazareth the King of  the 
Jews.”Jn.19:1 9 However, being king of  the Jews was not the crime that Jesus paid for! Hidden to all 
but the Father, was another a “certificate of  debt” that was nailed to that cross—that “certificate of  
debt” was sin. It was our sin that was nailed to Jesus’ cross! When you were dead in your sins and 
in the uncircumcision of  your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled 
the charge of  our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it 
to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of  them, triumphing 
over them by the cross.Col.2:13-15 Jesus’ real crime was our sin: God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of  God.2Cor.5:21 But you know that he appeared so that he 
might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.1Jn.3:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of  us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of  us all.Is.53:5-6 He himself  bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness.1Pet.2:25 When Jesus died, He had finished the work that His Father had given Him to 
do. He knew that everything was now finished. He knew that what Scripture said must come true… After 
Jesus drank he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and died.Jn.19:28-30 So when Jesus died saying 
“it is finished” (Tetelestai) it was not a dying gasp but voice of  victory. Jesus died with a cry of  
completion because the price of  our sins had been paid in full—the cross had made peace 
with God Himself: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 
to himself  all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross.Col.1:20 But although Jesus’ death had paid the price of our sin, it was Jesus’ resurrection 
that gave proof of the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus Christ, the witness, the trustworthy one, the first to 
come back to life, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. Glory and power forever and ever belong to the one 
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us a kingdom, priests for God his Father. 
Amen.Rev.1:5-6 And it is our trust in Jesus’ resurrection that saves us. Say with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord.” Believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead. Then you will be saved. With your heart you 
believe and are made right with God. With your mouth you say that Jesus is Lord. And so you are saved. 
Scripture says, “The one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”Rom.10:9-11 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing 



  

in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who is to come into the world.”Jn.10:25-27  
Throughout His ministry, Jesus spoke about His coming death and resurrection but no one 
really understood what He meant. From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, 
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”Matt.16:21-22 When Jesus died, His death was certified by 
the Roman Centurion. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 
Joseph.Mk.15:44-45 Because everyone was expecting the coming Messiah to be a political leader to 
save them from the Roman occupation, the reality of Jesus’ death devastated His disciples. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all 
the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but 
we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since 
all this took place.Lk.24:19-21 And even after they heard that Jesus had risen from the dead, His 
disciples struggled to believe it: When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did 
not believe it. Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. 
These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven 
as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had 
seen him after he had risen.Mk.16:11-14 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas was not with the others when Jesus 
came. They told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he replied, "I won't believe it unless I see the nail wounds 
in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side."Jn.20:24-25 Jesus died as 
God’s One and Only SonJn.3:16 but rose again as the firstborn from the dead. And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy.Col.1:18 And because Jesus has been raised from the dead, we can be sure 
that we too will also be raised from the dead with an immortal body. I declare to you, brothers and 
sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable 
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come 
true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”1Cor.15:50-54 Unlike Lazarus, who also had also died and 
was raised from the dead, Jesus was raised with an immortal body—one that would never die 
again. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.2Tim.1:9-10 However, Jesus’ immortal body still had flesh and bones and He 
was able to eat and drink: He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see 
I have.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because 
of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate it in their presence.Lk.24:38-43 We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day 
and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—
by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.Acts.10:39-41 Jesus’ resurrection gives us an 
insight into our resurrection: But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
Yes! Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, He’s the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.1Cor.15-20 

And His resurrection now guarantees our resurrection: For we believe that Jesus died and rose 



  

again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the 
Lord's word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.1Thess.4:14-18 As 
Wesley said: All this and heaven too! 
 
Questions 
No Bible Study this week—but you can still answer these questions if you would like to. 
Christ the Lord is risen today—Hallelujah! 
Should we allow tradition (even Church tradition) to influence our Christian doctrine or beliefs? 
How strictly should we shape our values and traditions on the Bible? (cf our Statement of Faith: 
We believe that the Bible is… the infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice and the Elim Statement 
of Faith: We believe the Bible is the supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and conduct.) 
Should we mix pagan tradition with our Christian tradition? 
(for example, Easter is named after Ēostre, a Germanic spring goddess; most of the names of 
the days of the week are named after pagan gods) 
Are there any examples of Christian festivals in the Bible? 
How was Jesus’ return to life different from Lazarus’ return to life? 
Why is Jesus’ resurrection so pivotal to the Christian faith? 
What insight about our future can we gain from Jesus’ resurrection? 
 
The Giver 
Creator, Upholder and Proprietor of all things, we cannot escape from Your presence and 
control, nor do we desire to do so. Our privilege is to be under the agency of Your 
Omnipotence, Righteousness, Wisdom, Patience, Mercy and Grace, for You are Love with 
more than parental affection. We admire Your Goodness and we stand in awe of Your Power 
and Your purity. It is the discovery of Your Goodness alone that can banish our fear and allure 
us into Your presence. We review our past guilt and are conscious of unworthiness. We bless 
You that Your steadfast Love and attributes are essential to our happiness and hope. You have 
witnessed to us Your Grace and Mercy in the bounties of nature, in the fullness of Your 
Providence, in the revelations of Scripture, in the gift of Your Son, in the proclamation of the 
gospel. Help us not only to receive Jesus but to walk in Him, to depend upon Him, to commune 
with Him and to follow Him as dear children—not yet perfect, but still pressing forward; not 
complaining of labour, but valuing rest; not murmuring under trials, but thankful for our state. 
And by so doing, let us silence the ignorance of foolish people. 
 
Sunday 11th April. Ps.116:1-9. Jn.21 
11/04/2021 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:13 

But the greatest of these is love.1Cor.13:13 
Many seminars now finish with a Q&A session where questions can be asked and answered. 
Jesus finished His ministry with a “Q&A” session around a BBQ on the beach. It was an 
informal setting where His closest friends could interact with Him and also where He could 
direct their attention to their relationship with God. Training for any work is important and for 
nearly 4 years Jesus had been training His Disciples by teaching them and sending them out to 
preach, heal and deliver. Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for 



  

service in the kingdom of God.” After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two 
ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am 
sending you out like lambs among wolves.Lk.10:1-3 But Jesus’ Disciples had not been the best students! 
Judas had betrayed Him and then committed suicide; Peter, James and John had fallen asleep 
in the Garden when He was at His greatest need; all of His Disciples deserted Him when He 
was arrested; Peter publicly denied Jesus 3 times: Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. 
Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter 
had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the 
servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.Jn.18:15-16 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, 
“I don't know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: 
“Before the cock crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.-But in God’s 
kingdom, repentance brings restoration—however much we mess up! Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly 
sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, 
what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done.2Cor.7:10-11 You will live by the sword and you will 
serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck.Gen.27:40  True 
repentance which will always include these 5 A’s: Acknowledgement of the wrong. 
Apology for the wrong. Action of determination to change. Appreciation of God’s 
forgiveness. Attitude of grace, gratitude and gentleness towards God and people. Jesus spoke to 
his disciples. “Things that make people sin are sure to come,” he said. “But how terrible it will be for the person 
who brings them! Suppose people lead one of these little ones to sin. It would be better for those people to be 
thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck. So watch what you do. “If your brother sins, tell 
him he is wrong. Then if he turns away from his sins, forgive him. Suppose he sins against you seven times in 
one day. And suppose he comes back to you each time and says, ‘I'm sorry.’ Forgive him.” The apostles said to 
the Lord, “Give us more faith!” He replied, “Suppose you have faith as small as a mustard seed. Then you can 
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up. Be planted in the sea.’ And it will obey you.Lk.17:1-6 If a person’s 
conscience is seared they will not acknowledge their wrong and so there is no true repentance 
and therefore there can be no restoration: The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon 
the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, 
whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain 
from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the 
truth.1Tim.4:1-3 That is why we should stay sensitive to the Holy Spirit and be submissive to God’s 
delegated authority: So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.Acts.24:16 I speak the 
truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit.Rom.9:1 Therefore, it is necessary 
to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.Rom.13:5  
The greatest accomplishment anyone can achieve is to love God: “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”Matt.22:36-40 With God, 
love, loyalty and faithfulness are more important than any activity or achievement—even than 
prayer or evangelism: The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in 
your name.” He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on 
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”Lk.10:17-20 Not everyone who says 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do what my Father in heaven wants will 
enter. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord! Lord! Didn't we prophesy in your name? Didn't we drive out 
demons in your name? Didn't we do many miracles in your name?’ Then I will tell them clearly, ‘I never knew 



  

you. Get away from me, you who do evil!’Matt.7:21-23 Moses had commanded the people to love God—
and to help them remember this instruction, he told them to talk about loving God, to write 
about loving God and teach their children to love God: Israel, listen to me. The LORD is our God. 
The LORD is the one and only God. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
Love him with all your strength. The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. Make sure your 
children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when you walk along the road. 
Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up. Write them down and tie them 
on your hands as a reminder. Also tie them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses. 
Also write them on your gates.Deut.6:4-9 But what does it mean to “love” God?  
Love can have many meanings. We can love our spouse, our children, our friends, our enemies 
and each of these “loves” has a different meaning. To love your spouse means to cherish, honour, 
respect and to give yourself unreservedly to your spouse—to seek their very best. To love your 
children means to provide and care for them, to help them to be the very best they can be, and 
to be there when they need you. To love your friends means to support and befriend those 
whose company you enjoy. To love your enemies means to forgive and be kind to those whose 
company you do not enjoy! We can also love our pets, our home, our work, our hobbies, our 
food, and these “loves” have different meanings too—as well as different emotions and 
commitments.  
But to love God surpasses all other loves and we are to love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength.Matt.22:37 This means loving God respectfully (because He is God), 
passionately (from our heart), personally (with our soul), purposefully (with our mind) and 
powerfully (with our strength)—and because love is an emotion, we will love God joyfully, 
cheerfully and willingly too.  

[A note of caution—we should be careful not to read too much into the exact definitions 
of our English words in the Bible. No language can be translated exactly into another 
language and of course, the Bible was not written in English. For instance, the various 
Greek words translated in our Bible as “love” have different nuances of meanings but are 
still used interchangeably. The word “agape” usually refers to God’s love: God so loved [agape] 
the world.Jn.3:16 The Father loves [agape] the Son.Jn 3:35 But the same word “agape” is also used for 
a husband’s love for his wife: Husbands love [agape] your wives.Eph.5:25- And also people’s love 
for darkness: This is why people are condemned: The light came into the world. Yet, people loved [agape] 
the dark rather than the light because their actions were evil.Jn.3:19 Another Greek word for love is 
“phileo”—and this word is usually used for brotherly love: Anyone who loves [phileo] his father 
or mother more than me is not worthy of me. Anyone who loves [phileo] his son or daughter more than me 
is not worthy of me.Matt.10:37 Greet those who love [phileo] us in the faith.Tit.3:15 But the same word is 
also used for God’s love for Jesus: The Father loves [phileo] the Son and shows him everything he 

is doing.Jn.5:20] 
To love God means that we will respect God. Some of the modern Versions of the Bible 
translate “fear” as “respect”: Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.Ps.34:9 [You 
people of God, have respect for the LORD. Those who respect him have everything they need.] True love for 
God does not make us afraid of God. We love Almighty God as “Our Father, who is in heaven” 
but love also means respect. The closest example of God’s love for us (and of our love for 
God), is the marriage relationship: Husbands, love your wives. Love them just as Christ loved the church. 
He gave himself up for her. He did it to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her with water and the 
word. He did it to bring her to himself as a brightly shining church. He wants a church that has no stain or 
wrinkle or any other flaw. He wants a church that is holy and without blame. In the same way, husbands should 
love their wives. They should love them as they love their own bodies. Any man who loves his wife loves himself. 
After all, people have never hated their own bodies. Instead, they feed and care for their bodies. And that is what 



  

Christ does for the church. We are parts of his body. As the Scriptures say, "A man leaves his father and mother 
and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one." This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the 
way Christ and the church are one.Eph.5:25-32 In the Marriage Service, the bride is asked: will you live 
together in marriage according to God’s laws? Will you respect him, love him, comfort him, honour and keep 
him, in sickness and in health and, forsaking all other, keep only unto him as long as you both shall live? Here 
love is defined as respect, comfort (communicate with, speak kind words), honour and togetherness. So, “to 
love God” means to respect God, to communicate with God (through prayer and praise), to honour God and 
to share our life with God (we call this “fellowship”). And of course, we do this joyfully, cheerfully 
and willingly, as well as passionately, personally, purposefully and powerfully.  
To love God means that we will follow Jesus. Then Jesus told him, "Follow me."Jn.21:19 Jesus called 
most of His Disciples with the invitation, “Come follow Me”. One day Jesus was walking beside the Sea 
of Galilee. There he saw two brothers. They were Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. They were throwing a 
net into the lake. They were fishermen. “Come. Follow me,” Jesus said. “I will make you fishers of people.” At 
once they left their nets and followed him.Matt.4:18-20 However, there is a price to following Jesus—we 
must deny our self and put Jesus’ values before our own values: Then Jesus spoke to his disciples. 
He said, “If anyone wants to follow me, he must say no to himself. He must pick up his cross and follow me. If 
he wants to save his life, he will lose it. But if he loses his life for me, he will find it.Matt.16:24-25 But first, be 
concerned about his kingdom and what has his approval. Then all these things will be provided for you.Matt.6:33 
To love God means that we will love others. Loving God puts us under an obligation to 
love others. Owe nothing to anyone–except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbour, 
you will fulfil the requirements of God's law. For the commandments say, "You must not commit adultery. You 
must not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet." These–and other such commandments–are summed 
up in this one commandment: "Love your neighbour as yourself." Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfils 
the requirements of God's law.Rom.13:8-10 When we love God, we will love everything about God, 
including loving those who God loves and especially those who love God—being with God’s 
family is like being near God! You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. 
He is Christ's faithful servant, and he is helping us on your behalf. He has told us about the love for others that 
the Holy Spirit has given you.Col.1:7-8 When we love God, we will want to see others grow in their 
faith and trust in God. We will want to help others come to maturity by caring for them and 
feeding them. "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," Peter replied, "you know 
I love you." "Then feed my lambs," Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question: "Simon son of John, do you love 
me?" "Yes, Lord," Peter said, "you know I love you." "Then take care of my sheep," Jesus said. A third time 
he asked him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. 
He said, "Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you." Jesus said, "Then feed my sheep.Jn.21:15-17 We 
shepherd God’s sheep by caring and feeding them—and we do this primarily by example but 
also by prayer and encouragement. Because we have learnt to trust God in the good times, we 
can trust God in difficult times—and so we can show others what it means to trust God. All 
praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 
them the same comfort God has given us. For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with 
his comfort through Christ. Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! 
For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things 
we suffer. We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives 
us.2Cor.1:3-7 
To love God means that we will not be fearful. God poured His love into our hearts when 
He made us right with Him: God has poured his love into our hearts. He did it through the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given to us. At just the right time Christ died for ungodly people. He died for us when we had no 
power of our own. It is unusual for anyone to die for a godly person. Maybe someone would be willing to die for 



  

a good person. But here is how God has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
The blood of Christ has made us right with God.Rom.5:5-9 And now we reciprocate God’s love: We love 
because God loved us first.1Jn.4:19 But God’s love is perfect love and it drives out all fear. No fear exists 
where his love is. Rather, perfect love gets rid of fear, because fear involves punishment. The person who lives in fear 
doesn't have perfect love.1Jn.4:19 God’s love within us, overflows to others: Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love 
their brother and sister.1Jn.4:20-21  
When Jesus asked Simon Peter that very simple yet profound question: “Do you love me?” Peter 
showed that he had truly repented by answering: “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” And Jesus 
showed that Peter had been restored by responding: “Take care of my sheep.”Jn.21:16 That question: 
“do you love me?” is still a relevant question and one that each of us should answer because our 
answer will indicate our spiritual condition—and possibly our spiritual future. To love God 
respectfully, personally, purposefully, passionately and powerfully is achievable by everyone of 
us—regardless of our upbringing or education—and it will be the greatest accomplishment we 
can achieve. All it takes is a pure heart and a new spirit. If you don’t love God like that yet, do 
what David did and ask God to: Create a pure heart in me. Give me a new spirit that is faithful to 
you.Ps.51:10 Then we will respect God, follow Jesus, love others and not be fearful. Yes, Love is 
truly the greatest! 
Questions 
But the greatest of these is love.1Cor.13:13 
Describe what you understand by “to love God”. 
What does it mean to respect God? 
What does it mean to follow Jesus? 
What does it mean to love others? 
What does it mean to not to be fearful. 
 
Retrospect and Prospect 
Supreme Ruler of the visible and invisible worlds, my thought is drawn out to You for Your 
amazing grace and condescension. You have kept my conversion fresh before me—that season 
of my first spiritual comfort when I passed through the Red Sea by a way I did not expect. I 
rejoiced then, for that unthought-of passage, that delivered me from the fear of the Egyptian 
when I had almost despaired of life. I rejoice now, as these things are fresh and lively in my 
mind. You are my divine treasury in whom all fullness dwells, my life, hope, joy, peace, glory, 
end. May I be daily more and more conformed to You, with the meekness and calmness of the 
Lamb in my soul, and a sense of the felicity of heaven, so that I may be fit for His enjoyments 
and employments. I am not afraid to look the king of terrors in the face, for I know I shall be 
drawn, not driven, out of this world. Until then let me continually glow and burn for You, and 
when the last great change shall come, let me awake in Your likeness, leaving behind an example 
that will glorify You, while my spirit rejoices in heaven, and my memory is blessed upon earth 
with those who follow me—praising You  for my life. (Puritan Prayers) 
 



  

Sunday 18th April. Ps.116:10-19. Acts 2.  
18/04/2021 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
Ephesians 4:3 
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer.Acts.2:42 

Because all the first Christians were either converted Jews or Jewish proselytes, the early Church 
was modelled on the Jewish Temple and their local Synagogues. Now there were staying in Jerusalem 
God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken… Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day.Acts.2:5-41 However, within a few years, non-Jews had become Christians and of 
course, they brought their own cultures and traditions into the Church. Some of these customs 
needed confronting and rejecting but others were absorbed into the Christian culture—but 
some of the Jewish traditions had to be confronted and rejected too—especially the Temple 
worship and Jewish festivals! They seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. They produced 
false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. For 
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed 
down to us.”Acts.7:12-14 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless 
you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This brought Paul and 
Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some 
other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question... Therefore we are sending 
Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to 
idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid 
these things.Acts.15:1-29 This was because the Old Covenant (Judaism and the Mosaic Law) was only 
a temporary stop-gap until Jesus replaced it with the New Covenant. The law is only a shadow of 
the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.Heb.10:1 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made 
the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.Heb.8:13 You are observing special days 
and months and seasons and years! I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you.Gal.4:10-11   

However, the traditions and culture of the early Church that are recorded in Scripture, were 
recorded for our instruction and they remain integral to our understanding of Church: They 
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.Acts.2:42 

1. Apostles' teaching: The central teaching of the Apostles was the resurrection of Jesus 
because without the resurrection Christianity is a delusion and a deceit. And if Christ has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith… And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 
are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.1Cor15:14-18 Fellow Israelites, listen 
to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did 
among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan 
and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him.Acts.2:22-24 Because Jesus has been raised from the dead, we have the confidence and 
absolute assurance that we too will be raised from the dead: They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.Acts.4:2 But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.1Cor.15:20 The Apostles teaching also 
emphasised the unity of the Church. In Christianity, there is no distinction between race, 



  

gender or class: While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. He said to 
them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has 
shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without raising any 
objection.Acts.10:27-29 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy 
apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.Eph.3:4-6  But unlike communism 
which reduces everyone to the lowest level, Christianity elevates everyone to the highest level—
to sonship. Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes 
you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory.Rom.8:14-17 The Apostles also taught that people would try to divide the Church. But, dear 
friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said to you, “In the last times there 
will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” These are the men who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith 
and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to bring you to eternal life.Jude.17-21 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them 
as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the 
holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles. First of all, you must 
understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, 
“Where is this ‘coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning 
of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the 
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction 
of ungodly men.2Pet.3:1-7 
2. Fellowship. Fellowship literally means a sharing or communion (common-union) and we have a 
common union with God and His people. We have a common union with God the 
Father: And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.1Jn.1:3  We have a common 
union with God the Son: God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.1Cor.1:9  We have a common union with God the Holy Spirit: May the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.2Cor.13:14 And we have 
a common union with God’s people: We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and 
heard [about Jesus] so that you may have fellowship with us.1Jn.1:3 In Christian fellowship there an 
interaction with the Holy Spirit who releases joy, peace and hope—there is a “leaping for joy” 
(like Mary and Elizabeth): As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the [Holy Spirit within 
me] leaped for joy. Blessed are those who have believed that what the Lord has said to them will be 
accomplished!Lk.1:42-44 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.Rom.15:13 That is why fellowship has such a feel-good 
factor. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. This 
is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we 
claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin.1Jn.1:3-7 A holy God and unholy people cannot mix. But once we have been 
made right with God, we set apart for God and we are called holy—which is why it is imperative 
that we live holy lives: Don't become partners with those who reject God. How can you make a partnership 
out of right and wrong? That's not partnership; that's war. Is light best friends with dark? Does Christ go 



  

strolling with the devil? Do trust and mistrust hold hands? Who would think of setting up pagan idols in God's 
holy Temple? But that is exactly what we are, each of us a temple in whom God lives. God himself put it this 
way: “I'll live in them, move into them; I'll be their God and they'll be my people. So leave the corruption and 
compromise; leave it for good,” says God. “Don't link up with those who will pollute you. I want you all for 
myself. I'll be a Father to you; you'll be sons and daughters to me.”2Cor.6:14-18 Living as God wants us to live 
requires us to stay in fellowship with God and journey through life with God: the LORD has told 
you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with your God.Mic.6:8   
3. Breaking of bread. We usually think of “breaking of bread” as the Communion ceremony but 
the expression refers to enjoying one another’s company around a meal. On the first day of the 
week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, 
kept on talking until midnight.Acts.20:7 Of course, when we meet as Believers it is natural to remember 
Jesus and to give thanks for His death as we eat and drink together: Is not the cup of thanksgiving 
for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a 
participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share 
the one loaf.1Cor.10:16-17 But the tradition of “breaking of bread” as the Communion ceremony that we 
have today was not part of the early Church’s tradition. But however we break bread, let’s keep 
enjoying fellowship around a meal—and remember Jesus as we share together. 
Prayer: Prayer is the communication with a deity—but Christian prayer is communication with 
God our Father through Jesus Christ. The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant. 
They're full of formulas and programs and advice, peddling techniques for getting what you want from God. Don't 
fall for that nonsense. This is your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better than you what you need. With 
a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply. Like this: Our Father in heaven…Matt.6:7-9 Any other 
prayer is not really prayer at all because there is no other deity but God Almighty: There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.Eph.4:4-6 For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.1Tim.2:5-6 Well, we all know 
that an idol is not really a god and that there is only one God. There may be so-called gods both in heaven and on 
earth, and some people actually worship many gods and many lords. But for us, there is one God, the Father, by 
whom all things were created, and for whom we live. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things 
were created and through whom we live.1Cor.8:4-6 The first mention of prayer is in connection with 
Abraham—who is also the first prophet mentioned in the Bible: Now return the man's wife, for he 
[Abraham] is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live.Gen.20:7 Both prayer and prophesy are 
integral to the New Covenant: I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.1Tim.2:1-4 In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days and they will prophesy.Acts.2:17-18 Prophesy is 
edification, exhortation and encouragement: But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 
strengthening, encouraging and comfort.1Cor.14:3 But ultimately, prophesy is about giving a clear testimony 
for Jesus: What Jesus taught is the very heart of prophecy. [For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness 
for Jesus.]Rev.19:10 But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person 
is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and 
indeed is already here.1Jn.4:3 And to give a clear testimony for Jesus, we must bind everything together 
in love: If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.1Cor.13:2 



  

So let’s keep true to the values of the early Church—to the apostles' teaching, to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.Acts.2:42  And then we will see rest of the 
chapter worked out in our lives as well: They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.Acts.2:46-47 

Questions 
What do you understand by “the apostle’s teachings”? (give some Bible references) 
What is “fellowship”? (explain your answer) 
What do you think is meant by “breaking of bread”? (explain your answer) 
Why is prayer important? 
  
Worship 
Glorious God, It is the flame of my life to worship You, the crown and glory of my soul to 
adore You, my heavenly pleasure to approach You. Give me power by Your Spirit to help me 
worship now, that I may forget the world, be brought into fullness of life, be refreshed, 
comforted and blessed. Give me knowledge of Your goodness that I might not be over-awed 
by Your greatness. Give me Jesus, Son of Man, Son of God, that I might not be terrified but 
be drawn near with filial love and holy boldness. He is my Mediator, Brother, Interpreter, 
Branch, Daysman (Arbiter or Umpire), Lamb— Him I glorify, in Him I am set on high. Crowns 
to give, I have none—but what You have given, I return, content to feel that everything is mine 
when it is Yours, and the more fully mine when I have yielded it to You. Let me live wholly to 
my Saviour, free from distractions, from carking (causing distress) care, from hindrances to the 
pursuit of the narrow way. I am pardoned through the blood of Jesus—give me a new sense of 
it and continue to pardon me by it. May I come every day to the fountain and every day be 
washed anew, that I may worship You always in spirit and truth. 
 
Sunday 25th April. Ps.117. Acts 3.  
25/04/2021 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:23 
What do you have to give? But I'll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth…Acts3:6 
We can’t give something that we don’t have and we should not give something that is not ours, 
but we can give what we do have: I passed on to you what I received from the Lord.1Cor.11:23 And there 
is a great blessing in giving! In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help 
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.'Acts.20:35 

In fact, to give freely and generously is to be like God: For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son.Jn.3:16 To the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that 
he lavished on us.Eph.1:6-8  God created everything and so all that we have actually belongs to God 
anyway. Our God, we thank you and praise your wonderful name. But who am I and who are my people that 
you enable us to give so generously? Everything comes from you. We give you only what has come from your 
hands.1Chron.29:13-14 Freely you have received; freely give.Matt.10:8 And so when we give, we are not just 
responding to a need but we are demonstrating our dependence upon God and what He is 
worth to us—we give ourselves to God first and then try to meet the need with the resources 
God has given to us: For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And 
they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's 
will.2Cor.8:3-5 Obviously, when God gives to us, He expect us to utilise those gifts for our own 
use—but God also expects us to share those gifts with others. God gives us bread to eat AND 



  

He gives us seed to sow! Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: “They 
have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs 
of the Lord's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.2Cor.9:6-12 The more we sow, 
the more we grow, and the greater the harvest! Invest what you have, because after a while you will get 
a return. Invest what you have in several different businesses, because you don't know what disasters might 
happen.Eccl.11:1-2 Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for you do not know 
which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well.Eccl.11:6 We can’t buy anything 
from God with money or even with hard work: Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and 
you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why 
spend money on what is not bread and your labour on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what 
is good and you will delight in the richest of fare.Is.55:1-2 May your money perish with you, because you thought 
you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a 
thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.Acts.8:20-23 Because God’s 
Kingdom is a spiritual kingdom it has spiritual values and although those principles are 
universal—they apply to everyone—only the Citizens of God’s Kingdom can truly apply those 
spiritual principles because the currency of God’s Kingdom is faith—not pounds sterling or 
possessions! And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.Heb.11:6 The values of God’s Kingdom 
include righteousness, peace and joy: God's kingdom does not consist of what a person eats or drinks. 
Rather, God's kingdom consists of God's approval and peace, as well as the joy that the Holy Spirit gives. The 
person who serves Christ with this in mind is pleasing to God and respected by people.Rom.14:17-18 Even though 
God’s blessings include material things, we should careful not to get distracted by them—in 
fact, material blessings can become a curse if they take our attention away from following Jesus. 
Lawful blessings can be my secret idols and can do the most harm—the greatest injury is in the having, and the 
greatest good is in the taking away. In love, divest me of the dominion of material blessings that I may glorify 
You the more... Keep me from all things that turn to unbelief or lack the felt union with Christ.Puritan Prayers Jesus 
said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.”Lk.12:15 These are the things you are to teach and insist on. Whoever teaches false doctrine and doesn't 
agree with the accurate words of our Lord Jesus Christ and godly teachings is a conceited person. He shows that 
he doesn't understand anything. Rather, he has an unhealthy desire to argue and quarrel about words. This 
produces jealousy, rivalry, cursing, suspicion, and conflict between people whose corrupt minds have been robbed 
of the truth. They think that a godly life is a way to make a profit. A godly life brings huge profits to people who 
are content with what they have. We didn't bring anything into the world, and we can't take anything out of it. 
As long as we have food and clothes, we should be satisfied. But people who want to get rich keep falling into 
temptation. They are trapped by many stupid and harmful desires which drown them in destruction and ruin. 
Certainly, the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some people who have set their hearts on getting rich 
have wandered away from the Christian faith and have caused themselves a lot of grief. But you, man of God, 
must avoid these things. Pursue what God approves of: a godly life, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Fight 
the good fight for the Christian faith. Take hold of everlasting life to which you were called and about which you 
made a good testimony in front of many witnesses.1Tim.6:2-12  



  

But even though God’s Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom, God has given us stewardship of this 
material world—to use it but not abuse it: The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden 
of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of 
it you will surely die.”Gen.2:15-17 Stewards are expected to be faithful: This is how one should regard us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
faithful.1Cor.4:1-2 And those who are rich in this world’s possessions have an obligation to use their 
wealth wisely: Here's the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when 
your earthly possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home. If you are faithful in little things, you 
will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you won't be honest with greater 
responsibilities. And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of 
heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people's things, why should you be trusted with things of your 
own?Lk.16:9-12  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold 
of the life that is truly life.1Tim.6:17-19   

However, most of us are not involved in land management or have any great material assets—
but we are all responsible for our behaviour and we can ensure that we keep our own space 
cared for and leave it in a better state than we found it (especially removing rubbish!). We are 
not responsible for other people’s actions and anyway, this world will pass away one day—but 
our own words and actions are own responsibility and we will have to give an account to God 
for them: For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due 
us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.2Cor.5:10 Good people do the good things that are in 
them. But evil people do the evil things that are in them. I can guarantee that on judgment day people will have 
to give an account of every careless word they say. By your words you will be declared innocent, or by your words 
you will be declared guilty.Matt.12:35-37 And so, regardless of whether we are rich or poor in this world’s 
wealth, every Believer is rich in spiritual wealth: The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride 
in his high position. But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like 
a wild flower.Jas.1:9-10 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is 
why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong.2Cor.12:9-10  And we have an obligation to pass on what we have received—
both material blessings and spiritual blessings: I praise you for remembering me in everything and for 
holding to the traditions just as I passed them on to you.1Cor.11:2 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.1Cor.15:3-5 We 
are stewards of God’s spiritual wealth—which Jesus Christ, the Son of God: Now to him who is 
able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with 
the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic 
writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from 
faith—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.Rom.16:25-27 And so we have an 
obligation to preach Jesus as Lord and Christ. But preaching is not restricted to the pulpit—
our sermons include the way we live as well as the way we talk. We have to practice God’s Word 
as well as preach God’s Word! Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.Lk.11:28 My 
mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.Lk.8:21 Whatever you have learned 
or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.Phil.4:9 
So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of 



  

mouth or by letter.2Thess.2:15 Our communication of Jesus must be clear and credible and it will be if 
we are honest and transparent: For if I preach the gospel, I have no reason to boast, because an obligation 
is placed on me. And woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward, but if 
unwillingly, I am entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward? To preach the gospel and offer it free 
of charge and not make full use of my authority in the gospel.1Cor.9:16-18 But those who don’t “walk the talk” 
are hypocrites—and Jesus pronounced lots of “woes” to hypocrites! Woe to you, teachers of the law 
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor 
will you let those enter who are trying to.Matt.23:13 So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.Matt.6:2-4 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from 
every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.2Thess.3:6  

So, what do you have to give? Christina Rossetti’s “A Christmas Carol”, says that we can give 
Jesus our heart: In the bleak mid-winter Frosty wind made moan; Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a 
stone; Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow, In the bleak mid-winter Long ago… What can I give 
Him, Poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, If I were a Wise Man I would do my part—
Yet what I can I give Him, Give my heart. And once we have given Jesus our heart (that is, asked 
Him to forgive us and give us a new heart), we can give that Good News to others. What God 
has given to us, we can give to others—whether spiritual, emotional or material blessings: Praise 
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 
from God.2Cor.1:3-4 This is God’s cycle of giving—God first gives to us, we give to God (either 
directly as praise or indirectly to other people) and God gives us yet more: “In that day I will 
respond,” declares the LORD—“I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; and the earth 
will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil and they will respond to Jezreel [Jezreel means “God plants”]. I 
will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.' I will say to those 
called ‘Not my people,' ‘You are my people'; and they will say, ‘You are my God.'”Hos.2:21-23 But, like Peter 
and John, let’s ensure that when we give what we have, we give in the name of Jesus—or else 
it will have no spiritual value: I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth…  
 
Union With Christ  
O Father, You have made man for the glory of Yourself and when not an instrument of that 
glory, he is a thing of nought. No sin is greater than the sin of unbelief—for if union with Christ 
is the greatest good, unbelief is the greatest sin. I see that whatever my sin is, yet no sin is like 
disunion from Christ by unbelief. Lord, keep me from committing the greatest sin in departing 
from Him, or I can never in this life perfectly obey and cleave to Christ. When You take away 
my outward blessings, it is sin to not acknowledge, that all that I have is of You; it is sin in not 
serving You through what I have; it is sin in making myself secure and hardened. Lawful 
blessings can be my secret idols and can do the most harm—the greatest injury is in the having, 
and the greatest good is in the taking away. In love, divest me of the dominion of material 
blessings that I may glorify You the more. In love, remove the fuel of my sin that I may prize 
the gain of holiness as overbalancing all my losses. The more I love You with a truly gracious 
love, the more I desire to love You. Keep me from all things that turn to unbelief, or lack the 
felt union with Christ. (from Puritan Prayers) 
 
  



  

Questions 
What has God given for us: 1) to keep; 2) to share? 
What is the difference between ownership and stewardship? 
What is the greatest gift we can receive? 
What is the greatest gift we can give to others? 
Do the principles of God’s Kingdom only work for Believers or do they work for unbelievers? 
Can non-Christians give anything of spiritual value? 
Can we give as a Believer if we don’t have a generous attitude? 
 
Hymn 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed;  
the motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast. 

Prayer is the simplest form of speech that infant lips can try,  
prayer the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, the Christian's native air, 
his watchword at the gates of death: he enters heaven with prayer. 

Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice, returning from his ways; 
while angels in their songs rejoice, and cry, 'Behold, he prays!’ 

The saints in prayer appear as one, in word and deed and mind;  
while with the Father and the Son sweet fellowship they find. 

Nor prayer is made on earth alone: the Holy Spirit pleads,  
and Jesus on the eternal throne for sinners intercedes. 

O Thou by whom we come to God, the Life, the Truth, the Way,  
the path of prayer thyself hast trod: Lord, teach us how to pray! 

James Montgomery (author of “Angels from the realms of glory”): 
 
  



  

May  
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Perseverance—continue to do something despite difficulty 
Thought for the Month: 
No one who really wants to count for God can afford to play at Christianity. If lips and 
life do not agree, the testimony will not amount to much. Time is given us to use in 
view of eternity. No one ever lost out by excessive devotion to Christ. Christianity is 
Christ! H.A.Ironside 1876-1951 
 
Sunday 2nd May. Ps.118:1-9. Acts 4.  
02/05/2021 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us. Hebrews 12:1 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.Acts.4:31 
Last week we saw that even though we may not be responsible for other people’s actions, we 
are responsible for our own behaviour. When Cain tried to excuse himself with the statement: Am 
I my brother's keeper?, he forgot that God would hold him to account: The LORD said, “What have you 
done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground.Gen.4:10 But the reality is, we are not 
responsible for what others do: The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you people mean by quoting 
this proverb about the land of Israel: ‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'? As surely 
as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For everyone belongs to me, 
the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.Ezek.18:1-4 We are 
responsible for what we ourselves say and do—and God will hold us to account: For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.2Cor.5:10 Good people do the good things that are in them. But evil people do the evil 
things that are in them. I can guarantee that on judgment day people will have to give an account of every careless word 
they say. By your words you will be declared innocent, or by your words you will be declared guilty.Matt.12:35-37 That’s 
why we shouldn’t personally try to bring justice: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is 
right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take 
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says 
the Lord.Rom.12:17-19 However, God has established Governments as delegated authority to deal with 
injustice and crime—which is why we should honour them as God’s emissaries: Every person should 
obey the government in power. No government would exist if it hadn't been established by God. The governments 
which exist have been put in place by God. Therefore, whoever resists the government opposes what God has 
established. Those who resist will bring punishment on themselves… The government is God's servant working 
for your good… People in the government are God's servants while they do the work he has given them.Rom.13:1-6 

Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God's 
emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing good, you might cure the ignorance of the fools who 
think you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone 
you meet with dignity. Love your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government.2Pet.2:13-17 We have an 
obligation to live by the accepted rules of Christian conduct—which includes being a loyal 
citizen of our Country and we have this clause in our Church’s Constitution: We render loyalty to 
Her Majesty’s Government as far as conscience and morality permit. Of course, there are times when we 
may have to choose between conscience and country—like Peter and John had to: Once again 
the leaders called in Peter and John. They commanded them not to speak or teach at all in Jesus’ name. But 
Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves. Which is right from God's point of view? Should we obey you? Or 
God? There's nothing else we can do. We have to speak about the things we've seen and heard.”Acts.4:18-20 But 
the situation they faced was not whether to be a good citizen or not but whether they should 
say the truth about Jesus: “What can we do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody in Jerusalem knows 



  

they have done an outstanding miracle. We can't say it didn't happen. We have to stop this thing. It must not 
spread any further among the people. We have to warn these men. They must never speak to anyone in Jesus’ 
name again.”Acts.4:16-17  
Being filled with the Holy Spirit will embolden us to boldly speak the Word of God and enable 
us to be a witness for Jesus Christ: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.Acts.1:8 We talk 
about what is important to us—what we believe in: It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” 
With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for 
your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the 
glory of God.2Cor.4:13-15 Actually all of the Holy Spirit’s giftings are to be used to make Jesus 
known—either through action (signs, wonders, healings, etc.) or voice (word of wisdom, a word 
of knowledge, prophesy, tongues, etc.): They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
God boldly.Acts.4:31 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to 
another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, 
and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 
distributes them to each one, just as he determines.1Cor.12:7-11 The purpose of Christian prophesy is to clear 
witness for Jesus: I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their 
faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.Rev.19:10 

Occasionally God reveals the secrets of people’s hearts through prophesy: But if an unbeliever or 
an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of sin and are brought under judgment by 
all, as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is 
really among you!”1Cor.14:24-25 But the purpose of each of the Holy Spirit’s giftings (including 
prophecy) is always the same—to speak of Jesus: I have much more to say to you, more than you can 
now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is 
from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is 
why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.Jn.16:12-15 This is because Jesus is 
God’s plan of salvation for mankind: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.Acts.4:12 The Holy Spirit’s ministry is not to make life 
comfortable but to challenge, convict and convert—and then He can change, counsel and 
comfort. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in 
regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, 
because the prince of this world now stands condemned.Jn.16:7-11  

The Holy Spirit’s ministry also includes enabling us to live the Christian life by empowering us. 
However, we aren’t given power but a Person—when the Holy Spirit is given to us, He dwells 
in us and empowers us by living Jesus’ life through us. But the Holy Spirit doesn’t dominate us 
like a dictator—He lives His life in us through our personality. It is as we yield to Him, that He 
leads us: But do not worry about how to stand up for yourselves or what to say. The Holy Spirit will teach you 
at that time what you should say.Lk.12:11-12 The Holy Spirit led Jesus: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit.Lk.4:1 And the Holy Spirit leads us too—not by fear as slaves afraid 
of punishment, but by faith as sons who enjoy the family of God: For those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 



  

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.Rom.8:14-16 When we are led by the Holy 
Spirit, we are liberated from the domination of the law. But although we no longer have a set 
of written rules to follow (like a liturgy), we still have to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading: So I 
say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not 
to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.Gal.5:16-18 The Holy Spirit 
leads us through the Scriptures. The Scriptures were written by the Holy Spirit and we need the 
help of the Holy Spirit to apply them: Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.2Pet.1:20-21 The Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.2Tim.3:15-17 The Holy Spirit also leads us through our 
conscience, which why we need to stay spiritually and morally clean—God’s Spirit is called the 
Holy Spirit! Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 
you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had 
when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be 
holy, because I am holy.”1Pet.1:13-16 Let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue 
to be holy.Rev.22:11 However, not all religious people are guided by the Holy Spirit. Some people 
pretend to be spiritual by using a religious vocabulary, but they are not connected to the Head: 
Some people enjoy pretending they aren't proud. They worship angels. But don't let people like that hold you 
back from winning the prize. They tell you every little thing about what they have seen. Their minds are not 
guided by the Holy Spirit. So they are proud of their useless ideas. They aren't connected to the Head. But the 
whole body grows from the Head. The muscles and tendons hold the body together and God causes it to 
grow.Col.2:18-19 The Church is the Body and the Head of the Body is Jesus Christ: The Son is the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 
for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.Col.1:15-18 The 
members of Jesus’ Body are His Church—the Church consists of those who are born-again and 
who are living as the gathered saints. Because we are Christ’s Body, we are to live in love and unity 
with God’s peace ruling our conscience (heart): Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.Col.3:12-15 
We all need to be constantly filled, empowered and embolden with the Holy Spirit: And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.Acts.4:31 Of course, we are not all extroverts and 
we certainly won’t all be preachers in the pulpit but God will embolden us: I will bow down toward 
your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all 
things your name and your word. When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and stouthearted.Ps.138:2-3 
And the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit is much more than speaking boldly or even 
speaking in tongues. The early British Pentecostals made a Declaration in 1909 that the Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit included these seven results: 1. The Consciousness of the Deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 2. The Consciousness of our "Dwelling in Him"; 3. Divine Illumination 
concerning His Word and Will; 4. The Testimony of Jesus; 5. The Three-fold Conviction of 
the World by the Spirit in us (He reproves the World of Sin, of Righteousness and of Judgment); 6. Our 
continual guidance into the deep things of God; 7. The continual glorification of Christ (to the 



  

exclusion of self). By sharing what we believe (our faith), we have a greater understanding of what 
we believe: I pray that you will be active in sharing what you believe. Then you will completely understand 
every good thing we have in Christ.Phile.1:6 And by getting a greater understanding what we believe, we 
mature as Believers. Spiritual maturity is faith in action—it is living out our faith by doing what 
we say we believe. And the Holy Spirit is helping us to become mature: So Christ himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, 
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.Eph.4:11-16 
So let’s continue to share what we believe and stay clean with a clear message.  
Questions 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.Acts.4:31 
Are we responsible for other people’s actions? 
Can we repent on behalf of someone else? 
Explain what Jesus meant by: I can guarantee that on judgment day people will have to give an account of 
every careless word they say. By your words you will be declared innocent, or by your words you will be declared 
guilty.Matt.12:36-37   
Explain what Paul meant by Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is 
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.Rom.12:17-19 
What does the phrase “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” mean to you? 
What does spiritual maturity mean to you? 
 
A Disciple’s Renewal 
O my Saviour, Help me. I am so slow to learn, so prone to forget, so weak to climb—I am in 
the foothills when I should be on the heights. I am pained by my graceless thought, my 
prayerless days, my poverty of love, my sloth in the heavenly race, my sullied conscience, my 
wasted hours, my unspent opportunities. I am blind while light shines around me—take the 
scales from my eyes and grind to dust the evil thoughts of unbelief. Make it my chief joy to 
study You, to meditate on You and to gaze on You; to sit at Your feet like Mary; to lean against 
You like John; to appeal to Your love like Peter; to count all things as loss like Paul. Give me 
increase and progress in grace, so that there may be more decision in my character, more vigour 
in my purposes, more elevation in my life, more fervour in my devotion and more constancy 
in my zeal. As I have position in the world, keep me from making the world my position. May 
I never seek in the creature what can be found only in the Creator. Let not faith cease from 
seeking You until it vanishes into sight. Ride forth in me, O King of kings and Lord of lords, 
that I may live victoriously—and in victory, attain my end. (Puritan Payers) 
 
Sunday 9th May. 10.30am Ps.118:10-19. Acts 5:1-16.  
09/05/2021 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who 
hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. Luke 8:15 
Integrity! You didn't lie to people but to God!Acts.5:4 
Integrity is moral soundness; it is the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles 
that you refuse to change! The story of Ananias and Sapphira is a sombre reminder that we 
should maintain our integrity and do the right thing in a reliable way. Doing the wrong thing in 
an unreliable way is dishonesty and dishonesty is actually lying to God: You didn't lie to people but 



  

to God!Acts.5:4 But Peter said to her, Why have you made an agreement together to be false to the Spirit of the 
Lord?Acts.5:9 They wanted to look “spiritual” but without the cost! David understood that his 
worship must be personal not proxy—you can’t worship God on behalf of someone else like a 
vote! But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD 
my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty 
shekels of silver for them. David built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship 
offerings.2Sam.2:24-25 How different from Job, who in the midst of absolute anguish, had the sense 
to keep his integrity. Job understood that it was sin not to keep his integrity! “Still holding on to 
your precious integrity, are you? Curse God and be done with it!” He told [his wife], “You're talking like an 
empty-headed fool. We take the good days from God—why not also the bad days?” Not once through all this 
did Job sin. He said nothing against God.Job.2:9-10 David knew that he would betray God’s people if 
he failed to maintain his integrity! I was envious of arrogant people when I saw the prosperity that wicked 
people enjoy… They ridicule. They speak maliciously. They speak arrogantly about oppression. They verbally 
attack heaven, and they order people around on earth… Then wicked people ask, “What does God know? Does 
the Most High know anything?” Look how wicked they are! They never have a worry. They grow more and 
more wealthy. I've received no reward for keeping my life pure and washing my hands of any blame. I'm plagued 
with problems all day long, and every morning my punishment begins again. If I had said, “I will continue to 
talk like that,” I would have betrayed God's people.Ps.73:3-15 We should maintain our integrity in every 
are of our life but there are three areas in particular that we should be particularly careful: Faith, 
Finances and Friendships. 
Integrity in our Faith. We must maintain integrity in our faith and do the right thing in a 
reliable way without compromising our beliefs. Although our Sunday Services should be the 
pinnacle of our week, they should also reflect the way we reverence and respect God during the 
rest of the week. We must have a lifestyle that is consistent with our faith. If you listen to some 
people’s conversation, they have more faith in the devil to destroy than they do in God to save. 
Many do not really believe that God has really saved them or actually hears their prayers—they 
are blown around by every thought, doubt and unbelief. That is why it is important to always 
keep God’s Word on our mouth (May my lips overflow with praise;Ps.119:171 I will extol the LORD at 
all times; his praise will always be on my lips.Ps.34:1) and in our mind (Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly.Col.3:16) and to make it happen in our lives. (My mother and brothers are those who hear God's 
word and put it into practice.Lk.8:21) Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so 
you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is my 
command–be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.Josh.1:8-9 Scriptures are the only reliable resource that we have of God’s will and 
desire and although we cannot use Scripture as a formula to get what we want in life, they are 
God’s revealed plan of salvation and are given for us to read and inwardly digest so that we can 
align our mind, will and desire with God’s revealed mind, will and desire. This week, try taking 
a “Praise-Break” at least once each day: stop what you are doing, think about a few attributes 
of God and then say them out loud. You could use Scripture, for example: The Lord is my 
Shepherd, He leads me…Ps.23:1 Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour, who daily bears our burdens.Ps.68:19 
Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!Rev.19:6-7 We 
should make a habit of involving God in our thinking, planning and conversations each day 
and not just involve God in our “devotion” times or in our Sunday services. Jesus said that: 
Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But 
everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before my Father in heaven.Matt.10:32-33  
Integrity in our Finances. We must maintain integrity in our finances by doing the right 
thing in a reliable way. Ananias and Sapphira wanted to seem “spiritual” by appearing to give 
everything they had to the apostles whilst still keeping some back for themselves. Peter 



  

confronted them and exposed their lie. Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled 
your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What 
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”Acts.5:3-4 God sees 
everything we do—even the intentions of our heart. Worship and serve [God] with your whole heart 
and a willing mind. For the LORD sees every heart and knows every plan and thought.1Chron.28:9 To lie about 
what we do in the name of God is dangerous as Ananias and Sapphira found out! Another time, 
Peter confronted Simon when he tried to buy God’s gifts with money and exposed the real 
issue which was bitterness and captivity to sin: May your money perish with you, because you thought 
you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having 
such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.Acts.8:20-23 Our finances 
belong to God and so we dare not lose our integrity with finances. God has not promised to 
make us financially rich but He has promised to make us spiritually rich. Our giving is 
not an investment for a financial return but an act of worship. They have an unhealthy interest 
in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant 
friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a 
means to financial gain. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.1Tim.6:4-10 Trying to get rich through religion 
is not a new heresy though—Balaam tried to get rich that way: Like Balaam, they deceive people for 
money.Jude.11 They have wandered off the right road and followed the footsteps of Balaam son of Beor, who loved 
to earn money by doing wrong. But Balaam was stopped from his mad course when his donkey rebuked him 
with a human voice.2Pet.2:15-16 When Balaam couldn’t get his money from cursing the Israelites he 
incited the Moabite women to seduce the Israelites: King Balak flew into a rage against Balaam. He 
angrily clapped his hands and shouted, “I called you to curse my enemies! Instead, you have blessed them three 
times. Now get out of here! Go back home! I had planned to reward you richly, but the LORD has kept you 
from your reward.”Nu.24:10-11 They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword… But Moses was furious with 
all the military commanders who had returned from the battle. “Why have you let all the women live?” he 
demanded. “These are the very ones who followed Balaam's advice and caused the people of Israel to rebel against 
the LORD at Mount Peor.Nu.31:8-16 Balaam had no integrity with money or morality (they often go 
hand-in-hand). The NT Church also had problems with both: But I have this complaint against you. 
You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She 
teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she does not want 
to turn away from her immorality. Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit 
adultery with her will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. I will strike her children 
dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every 
person. And I will give to each of you whatever you deserve.Rev.2:20-23 Consumerism in the Church is 
abhorrent but sadly still common—people rush to get blessings at bargain prices in order to 
look good or feel better. It didn’t work in Bible times and it doesn’t work today. What sorrow 
awaits them! For they follow in the footsteps of Cain, who killed his brother. For they mouth empty, boastful 
words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who 
live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to 
whatever has mastered them.”2Pet.2:17-19 God warned Cain that sin would master him if he didn’t master 
sin: The LORD asked Cain. “Why are you so angry? Why do you look so dejected? You will be accepted if 
you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to 



  

control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.”Gen.4:6-7 The only real way to master sin is for Jesus 
to set us free—which He does at conversion. Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through 
Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.Acts.13:38-39 True faith believes God but also 
believes that God will reward our faith with forgiveness.Heb.11:6 Conversion sets us free from 
sin but gives us the assurance that we are set free from sin so we can actually live as sons 
of God! Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.Jn.8:34-36 
Finances can be a blessing but not at the cost of our soul: What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?Lk.9:25 

Integrity in our Friendships. We must maintain integrity in our friendships by doing the 
right thing in a reliable way (we could also include our family and fellowship here as well). Our 
friends have great influence over us because we share part of our lives together and so we 
should choose our friends carefully: Bad company corrupts good character.1Cor.15:33 A righteous man is 
cautious in friendship, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.Prov.12:26 Do not make friends with a hot-
tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered.Prov.22:24 Don't you know that friendship with the world 
is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.Jas.4:4-5 There 
is strength in friendship: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has 
no-one to help him up! ...By yourself you're unprotected. With a friend you can face the worst. Can you round 
up a third? A three-stranded rope isn't easily snapped.Eccles.4:10-12 A true friend will see us through 
adversity: A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.Prov.17:17 Do not forsake your friend 
and the friend of your father, and do not go to your brother's house when disaster strikes you— better a neighbour 
nearby than a brother far away.Prov.27:10 For the despairing man there should be kindness from his friend; Lest 
he forsake the fear of the Almighty.Job.6:14 However, friends may sometimes let us down: Even my close 
friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.Ps.41:9 Wealth brings many 
friends, but a poor man's friend deserts him.Prov.19:4 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and 
friends, and they will put some of you to death.Lk.21:16 But God will never forsake us: God has said, “Never 
will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can man do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour, who daily bears our 
burdens.Ps.68:19 Jesus introduced a new level of friendship as a command. Here is my command. 
Love each other, just as I have loved you. No one has greater love than the one who gives his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command. I do not call you servants anymore. Servants do not know their 
master's business. Instead, I have called you friends. I have told you everything I learned from my Father.Jn.13:12-

15 The Christian friendship that Jesus commanded develops beyond an acquaintance (a soul 
connection) into a spiritual fellowship (fellowship of the spirit). Although there is some overlapping 
of the definitions of spirit, soul and flesh, it is generally accepted that our spirit is the God 
conscious part of us; our soul is our own consciousness—our personality with its emotions; 
our flesh sometimes refers to the body but it mostly refers to our natural or temporal life and its 
influence (the non-eternal part of us). The NIV (1984) translates “flesh” as “sinful nature”, The mind of 
sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not 
submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however, are controlled 
not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he does not belong to Christ. Rom.8:6-9 [1984]  But the new NIV (2011) reverts back to using the term “flesh”) . The 
mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. 
And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. Rom.8:6-9 [2011] But it is the spirit, soul and 
body together that make up the human being. May the God who gives peace make you holy in every way. 



  

May he keep your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—blameless when our Lord Jesus Christ comes. The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.1Thes.5:23-24 Our closest friends should be people who will 
have a spiritually good influence on us but we should still make friends (acquaintances) with 
others whilst still maintaining our integrity: I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so 
that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. Whoever can be trusted with very little can also 
be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have 
not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?Lk.16:9-12 
If we don’t maintain our integrity, we have no credible testimony, and even if God does 
something amazing for us, no one will take us seriously. You must worship Christ as Lord of your 
life. And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle 
and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they 
see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.1Pet.3:15-16 So let’s make every effort to maintain 
our integrity in every area of our life by doing the right things in reliable ways but pay particular 
attention to maintain our integrity in our Faith, Finances and Friendships. The benefits of 
maintaining our integrity are eternal but the consequences of failing are serious—it’s our choice! 
Questions 
Integrity! You didn't lie to people but to God!Acts.5:4 
Should ever Christians lie? (What about Rahab?) 
What is integrity? 
Can we have spiritual integrity without moral integrity? 
How can we maintain integrity in our Faith? 
How can we maintain integrity in our Finances? 
How can we maintain integrity in our Friendships? 
 
A Cry For Deliverance 
Heavenly Father, save me entirely from sin. I know that I am righteous through the 
righteousness of Another—but I pant and pine for likeness to Yourself. I am Your child and 
should bear Your image—enable me to recognize my death unto sin and when it tempts me, 
may I be deaf unto its voice. Deliver me from the invasion of sin as well as the dominion of 
sin. Grant me to walk as Christ walked and to live in the newness of His life—the life of love, 
the life of faith and the life of holiness. When Your blessings come—children, friends, wealth, 
honour—if I should idolize them, then cleanse this spiritual adultery; give me spiritual chastity 
and close my spiritual affection to all but You. Sin is my greatest curse—let Your victory be 
apparent to my consciousness and displayed in my life. Help me to be always devoted, 
confident, obedient, resigned and childlike in my trust of You; to love You with my soul, body, 
mind and strength; to love my fellow-man as I love myself; to be saved from unregenerate 
temper, hard thoughts, slanderous words, meanness, unkind manners; to master my tongue and 
keep the door of my lips. Fill me with grace daily, that my life may be a fountain of sweet water. 
(Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 16th May. Ps.118:10-19. Acts.5:17-42.  
16/05/2021 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; Romans 5:3 
Confidence: God exalted [Jesus] to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance 
and forgiveness of sins to Israel.Acts.5:31 

Last week we looked at Integrity and saw that it is moral soundness-—it is doing the right 
thing in a reliable way. We need to maintain our integrity especially in our faith, finances and 



  

friendships. Ananias and Saphira had no integrity and their experience is something that we 
should heed. This week we are looking at Confidence—which is being certain about the 
truth of something. Gamaliel was a well-respected religious leader, but he had no confidence 
in God—in fact he didn’t even know God (even though he knew about God)! Who is the liar? It 
is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.1Jn.2:22-23 

Christianity is not a “take-it-or-leave-it” creed because it is not about a set of principles or even 
the teachings of a person. Christianity is about the Person Himself—the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Other religions depend upon the teachings of a person—which means if that person 
turns out to be a liar or even mythological, that religion still continues because it is a teaching 
or a set of values. Christianity is different because it is dependent on Jesus Himself, not 
just His teachings. Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him.Jn.5:23 A 
Christian is someone who has put their trust in Christ Himself—who confesses that Jesus 
is Lord and believes that God raised Jesus from the dead—not someone who just follows the 
teaching of Christ: if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put 
to shame.”Rom.10:9-11 

Gamaliel was the most prominent and influential Rabbi of his day. Then Paul said, “I am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, and I was brought up and educated here in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As his 
student, I was carefully trained in our Jewish laws and customs.Acts.22:3 And although Gamaliel’s advice 
may have appeared sensible and accommodating, it was actually a compromise (which is the 
opposite of confidence). You cannot be confident about something if you are unsure 
whether it is true or not. When someone is unsure if Jesus really is the Christ, God’s Son, then 
they are not a Believer and they are not from God. This is the spirit of antichrist (literally: against 
Christ): Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he 
denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also.1Jn.2:22-23 But every person who doesn't declare that Jesus Christ has come as a human has a spirit 
that isn't from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist that you have heard is coming. That spirit is already in 
the world.1Jn.4:3 Because Gamaliel was not a Believer, we should not take his advice as being from 
God—remember, God was taking the Kingdom away from the unbelieving Israel and giving it 
those who would believe: Then Jesus asked them, “Didn't you ever read this in the Scriptures? ‘The stone 
that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. This is the LORD's doing, and it is wonderful to see.’ 
I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation that will produce the proper 
fruit. Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone it falls on.” When 
the leading priests and Pharisees heard this parable, they realized he was telling the story against them—they 
were the wicked farmers. They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowds, who considered Jesus to 
be a prophet.Matt.21:42-46 Unbelief is rebellion—and both unbelief and rebellion disqualify us from 
inheriting the promises of God: That is why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice, don't 
harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness… Be careful then, 
dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from 
the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is still “today,” so that none of you will be deceived 
by sin and hardened against God. For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first 
believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ… And who was it who rebelled against God, even though 
they heard his voice? …Wasn't it the people who disobeyed him? So we see that because of their unbelief they 
were not able to enter his rest.Heb.3:7-19 We need to ensure that we continue to trust God—not just 
with our head but with heart as well! To trust God means to have complete confidence in Him 
as God, as Father, as Lord—in fact we must have complete confidence in all of God’s 



  

Characteristics. Our confidence in God is based both on God’s Word and on God’s Name—
what He has said (the Scriptures) and what He has done (His reputation): The only accurate way to 
understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for 
him.Rom.12:3 I will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your 
name and your word.Ps.138:2  

Gamaliel’s advice was this: if it succeeds, it is of God and if it fails, it is not of God but only 
human. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or 
activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only 
find yourselves fighting against God.”Acts.5:38-39 Although Gamaliel acknowledged that there was a God, 
he had no confidence in God—Gamaliel had the same sort of “faith” in God that the devil has: 
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.Jas.2:19 No! True faith 
in God acknowledges that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son: I say this because many deceivers, who do 
not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver 
and the antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 
Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues 
in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.2Jn.1:7-9 Gamaliel’s advice was compromise not 
confidence. Gamaliel’s advice was pluralism which says that all the pagan religions that have 
been around for hundreds of years, such as Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Spiritualism, etc., are 
“of God” because they have not “failed”! Similarly, the cults like Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, 
etc., must be “of God” too—but every Christian congregation that has closed down was only of 
human origin!!! No! Our “benchmark” for accuracy and righteousness is what it says about 
Jesus Christ, not how long it has been in existence or how much influence it has or even how 
many supporters it has. “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who 
do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven.Matt.16:13-17  

Jesus’ claims are so extreme that He cannot be half-right. For instance: Jesus claims to be 
exclusive: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 And 
He claims to be ageless: I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I am!Jn.8:58 Jesus was either Lord, 
Liar, or Lunatic! Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You 
can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit on Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call 
Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about Him being a great human teacher. 
He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.C.S.Lewis When people are confused and led astray, 
it is because they have no confidence in God or His Word. Jesus replied, “You are in error because 
you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.Matt.22:29 The OT recorded clear and concise 
prophecies about the coming Messiah, including His name;Is.62:11 ancestry (descendant of 
Judah,Gen.49:10 and David2Sam.7:12); place of birth;Mic.5:2 date of ministry (69 weeks = 69x7years = 483 
years—the decree to rebuild Jerusalem = BC455 + 483years = 25AD);Dan.9:26  childhood;Is.9:6-7;Hos.11:1 
ministry;Is.7:4;9:1;42:1-4;61 death;Ps.22;Is.53 resurrection;Ps.16:10 and ascension.Ps.68:18;Dan.7:13-14 And if that was 
not enough, Jesus’ ministry corroborated that evidence. Don't believe me unless I do what my Father 
does. But what if I do it? Even if you don't believe me, believe the miracles. Then you will know and understand 
that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.Jn.10:37-38  

Legal evidence has to be confirmed by at least two witnesses. In your own Law it is written that the 
testimony of two men is valid. I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.Jn.8:17-

18 Jesus’ claim as Messiah and God’s Son was confirmed by many: God the Father, God the 
Spirit, John the Baptist, all the prophets, the Scriptures, His miracles and His own teachings. 
We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given 
about his Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not 



  

believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his 
Son. And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son 
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.1Jn.5:9-12 The unbelieving religious leaders 
exerted a lot of influence (as they still do today!) and threatened people with excommunication: 
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews. The Jews had already decided that anyone who said 
Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.Jn.9:22 At the same time that Jesus did those miracles, 
many of the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees, they would not admit they believed. They were 
afraid they would be thrown out of the synagogue. They loved praise from people more than praise from God.Jn.12:42-

43 But when confronted with the truth there is no excuse to “hedge your bets” or “sit-on-the-fence” 
over who Jesus is. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good 
is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of 
the holy angels. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom 
of God.Lk.9:23-27 However, soon after Gamaliel gave his “sit-on-the-fence” opinion on who Jesus was 
and his compromise-advice, many priests became believers! So God's word spread. The number of 
believers in Jerusalem grew quickly. Also, a large number of priests began to obey Jesus’ teachings.Acts.6:7 
If we have confidence in who Jesus is, then we will have confidence in what He does—for 
instance, we can be confident that God will continue what He has started in us: being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.Phil.1:6 And 
now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at 
his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of 
him.1Jn.2:28-29 I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for 
the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.Ps.27:13-14 So, let’s continue to have 
confidence in God and His Word and never “hedge-our-bets” or “sit-on-the-fence” over who Jesus 
is—Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
Questions 
Confidence: God exalted [Jesus] to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance 
and forgiveness of sins to Israel.Acts.5:31 

Define “confidence”. 
How did the OT portray the coming Messiah (Christ)?  
How can we be confident in Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah? 
What is the basis for our confidence in God? 
How can we be sure that our confidence is real rather than just wishful thinking? 
Can we still be confident in God if our life appears a failure? 
 
A Christian’s Prayer 
Blessed God, defend me—ten thousand snares are mine without and within. When sloth and 
indolence seize me, give me views of heaven. When sinners entice me, give me dis-relish of 
their ways. When sensual pleasures tempt me, purify and refine me. When I desire worldly 
possessions, help me to be rich toward You. When the vanities of this world ensnare me, let 
me not plunge into new guilt and ruin. May I remember the dignity of my spiritual release and 
never be too busy to attend to my soul or so engrossed with time that I neglect the things of 
eternity—thus may I not only live, but grow towards You. Form my mind to the right notions 
of religion, that I may not measure my spiritual advances by the efforts of my natural being. 
May I seek after, an increase of divine love to You; an unreserved resignation to Your will; an 
extensive benevolence to my fellow creatures; a patience and fortitude of soul; a heavenly 
disposition; a concern to please You in public and in private. As You draw on my soul the 



  

contours of Christ, take delight in every trace and feature, for I am Your workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus; I am Your letter written with the Holy Spirit’s pen; I am Your tilled soil ready 
for the sowing and the harvest. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 23rd May. Ps.119:1-8. Acts 6 
23/05/2021 Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and 
faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 2Thessalonians 1:4 
Deacons and Disciples So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together. Brothers, choose seven men from 
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and 
will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.Acts.6:2-3 

The Jewish Old Testament religion revolved around the Temple in Jerusalem, where priests 
acted as mediators between God and people. The priests ministered according to God's 
instruction and they offered sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. Once a year, the high 
priest would enter the holiest part of the temple and offer a sacrifice for the sins of all the 
people, including himself and all of the other priests. These priests were not self-appointed but 
chosen by God according to their family line—they had to be descended from Aaron. Priests 
were chosen for a purpose—to serve God with their lives by offering up sacrifices. The OT 
worship (including the priesthood) served as a picture or "type" of the coming ministry of Jesus 
Christ—and so, once Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross was completed, that picture, or “type” was no 
longer needed. Don't let anyone judge you about holy days. I'm talking about special feasts and New Moons 
and Sabbath days. They are only a shadow of the things that were going to come. But what is real is found in 
Christ.Col.2:16-17 Now that Jesus Christ is the great High Priest, we come directly to God through 
Him. We have a great high priest. He has gone up into the heavens. He is Jesus the Son of God. So let us hold 
firmly to what we say we believe. We have a high priest who can feel it when we are weak and hurting. We have 
a high priest who has been tempted in every way, just as we are. But he did not sin. So let us boldly approach 
the throne of grace. Then we will receive mercy. We will find grace to help us when we need it. Heb.4:14-16 So now 
there are now no earthly mediators between God and man as existed in the Old Testament 
priesthood. There is one God. There is also one mediator between God and humans—a human, Christ Jesus. 
He sacrificed himself for all people to free them from their sins. This message is valid for every era.1Tim.2:5 
Before the Reformation, the Church had divided the Christians into two classes: "spiritual" 
(clergy) and the "secular" (laity). When Martin Luther began to actually read the Bible, he re-
discovered that all Christians are now "priests" and are "spiritual" in the sight of God. That the 
pope or bishop anoints, makes tonsures, ordains, consecrates, or dresses differently from the laity, may make a 
hypocrite or an idolatrous oil-painted icon, but it in no way makes a Christian or spiritual human being. In 
fact, we are all consecrated priests through Baptism.M.Luther Although Episcopalian Churches still 
maintain a “priesthood” of ordained Clergy, it is now accepted by the “Protestants” and other Free 
Churches that all Believers are priests: But God chose you to be his people. You are royal priests. You are 
a holy nation. You are a people who belong to God. All of this is so that you can sing his praises.1Pet.2:9 To him 
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve 
his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.Rev.1:5-6 That is why we are not a 
sacramental Church and do not have a clergy/laity divide. And neither are we a Church 
governed by a hierarchal structure of bishops (Episcopalian). We do not regard the apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachersEph.4:11 as titles but descriptions of the Holy Spirit giftings to 
the Church—Paul and Peter did not refer to themselves as “Apostle Paul” or “Apostle Peter” 
but rather Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of GodEph.1:1and Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.1Pet.1:1 

John doesn’t even use the word apostle when introducing his Letters but just says: The Elder2Jn.1 

and in Revelation, he just says: John.Rev.1:4 Although Paul had founded the Church at Corinth,Acts18 
he asked them to regard him as a servant of Christ and as a father: So then, men ought to regard us as 



  

servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. Now it is required that those who have 
been given a trust must prove faithful… Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not 
have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate 
me.1Cor.4:1-2;15-16  Even though Paul carried authority in the Church, he did not elevate himself over 
the Church but talked about the authority the Lord gave “us” (Paul and Timothy): For even if I 
boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down, I 
will not be ashamed of it.2Cor.10:8 Paul insisted that he had no dominion over their faith: Not that we 
lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.2Cor.1:24 Just as 
parents provide for their children, so Paul was determined that he would provide for Church 
in Corinth because he was their spiritual “father”: After all, children should not have to save up for their 
parents, but parents for their children. So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself 
as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? Be that as it may, I have not been a burden to you.2Cor.12:14-16 I 
ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the “super-apostles,” even though I 
am nothing. The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you with great 
perseverance. How were you inferior to the other churches, except that I was never a burden to you? Forgive me 
this wrong!2Cor.13:11-13 
There is no hierarchy in God’s Kingdom! Jesus said that we shouldn’t use titles to impress or 
“pull rank” and anyway that isn’t the way for us to behave. Also a dispute arose among them as to 
which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the 
greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as 
one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my 
Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.Lk.22:24-30 God is our true Teacher and Father and if we elevate one 
person above another we dishonour God: But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, 
and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 
Nor are you to be called teacher, for you have one Teacher, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your 
servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.Matt.23:8-

12 Obviously Jesus did not mean that we should not use the words “teacher” or “father” because 
He used them—but rather we should not elevate people above others. Therefore every teacher of the 
law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old.Matt.13:52 Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take 
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it.Matt.10:37-39 God expects us to respect every person whatever their social or academic 
position and we are to give those in authority the honour due to their position: Give to Caesar 
what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's.Matt.22:21 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honour the king.1Pet.2:17 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.1Tim.2:1-4  

But in the Church, we are to treat everyone as brothers and sisters in Christ. This is why we use 
the words, pastor, teacher, elder, deacon and even bishop (elder) as “job-descriptions” but don’t 
use them as titles. However, we must remember that these functions are important gifts that 
God has given to the Church and they are essential for the Body to function, grow and mature: 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 



  

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that 
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.Eph.4:11-16 This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be an elder (bishop or overseer - lit. someone 
who watches over), he desires an honourable position.” So an elder must be a man whose life is above reproach. 
He must be faithful to his wife. He must exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He must 
enjoy having guests in his home, and he must be able to teach. He must not be a heavy drinker or be violent. He 
must be gentle, not quarrelsome, and not love money. He must manage his own family well, having children who 
respect and obey him. For if a man cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of God's church? 
An elder must not be a new believer, because he might become proud, and the devil would cause him to fall. Also, 
people outside the church must speak well of him so that he will not be disgraced and fall into the devil's 
trap.1Tim.3:1-7 We should honour those who work hard in the Kingdom: Elders who provide effective 
leadership must be counted worthy of double honour, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching. 
For the scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and, “The worker deserves his 
pay.”1Tim.5:17 And although preaching is God’s ordained method of providing spiritual food to 
the Church—to the “gathered saints”—ALL Christian service (or “ministry”) is important to the 
well-being of the Church. That means the less prominent “ministries” are as valid as the more 
public ministries of preaching and teaching. The way God designed our bodies is a model for 
understanding our lives together as a church: every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and 
the parts we don't, the parts we see and the parts we don't. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the 
hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. You are Christ's 
body—that's who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part of that body does your 
“part” mean anything. You're familiar with some of the parts that God has formed in his church, which is his 
“body”: apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, helpers, organizers, those who pray in tongues. But 
it's obvious by now, isn't it, that Christ's church is a complete Body and not a gigantic, unidimensional Part? 
It's not all apostle, not all prophet, not all miracle worker, not all healer, not all prayer in tongues, not all 
interpreter of tongues. And yet some of you keep competing for so-called “important” parts. But now I want to 
lay out a far better way for you.1Cor.12:25-31 The early Church insisted that the people who did the 
“menial” ministry of serving food were: well respected and full of the Spirit and wisdom.Acts.6:3 These 
“servants” (deacons) were “only” caring for the widows and serving food but they were the reason 
why God's word spread. [and] the number of believers in Jerusalem grew quickly. Also, a large number of 
priests began to obey Jesus’ teachings.Acts.6:7 Because they were faithful in their service (ministry), God 
gave them more opportunities to serve Him: They chose Stephen. He was full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit… Stephen was full of God's grace and power. He did great wonders and miraculous signs among the 
people…  [Some Jews]… began to argue with Stephen. But he was too wise for them. They couldn't stand up 
against the Holy Spirit who spoke through him.Acts.6:5-10  
The very least of us in the New Covenant is greater than any of those under the Old Covenant: 
I tell you, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John. Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of God 
is greater than he is!Lk.7:41 In fact our natural ability can be a hinderance to our spiritual success: We 
don't place any confidence in physical things, although I could have confidence in my physical qualifications. If 
anyone else thinks that he can trust in something physical, I can claim even more… These things that I once 
considered valuable, I now consider worthless for Christ. It's far more than that! I consider everything else 
worthless because I'm much better off knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. It's because of him that I think of everything 
as worthless. I threw it all away in order to gain Christ and to have a relationship with him. This means that I 
didn't receive God's approval by obeying his laws. The opposite is true! I have God's approval through faith in 
Christ. This is the approval that comes from God and is based on faith that knows Christ.Phil.3:3-10  



  

God doesn’t require us to have any social or academic status before He will use us, but He does 
require us to belong to Christ: Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when God chose you. Not many 
of you were considered wise by human standards. Not many of you were powerful. Not many of you belonged to 
important families. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise. He chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. God chose the things of this world that are common and looked down on. He 
chose what is not considered to be important to do away with what is considered to be important. So no one can 
boast to God. Because of what God has done, you belong to Christ Jesus. He makes us holy and sets us free. It 
is written, “The one who boast should boast about what the Lord has done.”1Cor.1:26-31 And God requires 
faithfulness from us: Here is how you should think of us. We serve Christ. We are trusted with God's secret 
truth. Those who have been given a trust must prove that they are faithful.1Cor.4:1-2  
God is still looking for deacons (servants) from among His disciples (saints)—people like 
Stephen who are full of faith and of the Holy Spirit… full of God's grace and power. As we are faithful 
in the little, God give us more: You have done well, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with 
a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!Matt.25:21  Being 
a Disciple of Jesus Christ is a high-calling and whatever we do in the Name of Jesus becomes 
an act of worship: So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.Rom.12:1 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.Col.3:17 So let’s be faithful in our service (deaconing) and take every 
opportunity God gives us. Father God, rise up within me and cause me to triumph every moment of today. 
Thank You that every meeting, conversation and activity I engage in today will be ordered by You. I will respond 
in obedience to Your directions and I will choose the way of righteousness when faced with many paths of judgment. 
Trust me with opportunities to show Your power and I will gladly take them. Thankyou for using me. 
Questions 
Deacons and Disciples 
What are the main differences between the Old Covenant and New Covenant? 
What is the difference between a priest and a pastor? 
Who can be a minister (servant) in the New Covenant? 
What are the Scriptural requirements to be a servant of Christ? 
How can we become great in God’s Kingdom? 
 
Weaknesses  
O Spirit of God, help my infirmities. When I am pressed down with a load of sorrow, perplexed 
and knowing not what to do, slandered and persecuted, made to feel the weight of the cross—
help me, I pray. If You see I n me any wrong thing encouraged, any evil desire cherished, any 
delight that is not Your delight, any habit that grieves You, any nest of sin in my thought—then 
grant me the kiss of Your forgiveness and teach my feet to walk the way of Your 
commandments. Deliver me from carking [distressing] care and make me a happy, holy person. 
Help me to walk the consecrated life with firm and brave step and to wrestle successfully against 
weakness. Teach me to laud, adore and magnify You with the music of heaven and make me a 
perfume of praiseful gratitude to You. I do not crouch at Your feet as a slave before a tyrant, 
but exult before You as a son with a Father. Give me power to live as Your child in all my 
actions and to exercise sonship by conquering self. Preserve me from the intoxication that 
comes of prosperity. Sober me when I am glad with a joy that comes not from You. Lead me 
safely on to the eternal kingdom, not asking whether the road be rough or smooth. I request 
only to see the face of Him I love, to be content with bread to eat, with raiment to put on and 
that am brought to Your house in peace. (Puritan Prayers) 
 



  

Sunday 30th May. Ps.119:9-16. Acts 7 
30/05/2021 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. James 1:3-4 
Like Father, Like Son You are just like your fathers.Acts.7:51 

The word “hypothesis” literally means a foundation or under-girding (from Greek: hupothesis—hupo = 
‘under’ and thesis = ‘placing’). The foundation that undergirds each individual person is the 
person’s family values and likenesses. These values can be good, bad or ugly are inherent in our 
DNA and also imprinted on us through contact. Our DNA determines our physical 
characteristics, such as our build, the colour of our skin, eyes and hair, etc., but family traits go 
much deeper than just physical similarities—they determine our emotional characteristics, such 
as our likes and dislikes, our logic and our thought patterns, etc. because they reach down right 
into our very soul (our personality). These family traits are imprinted on us through contact, 
starting from within our mother womb before we are even born. Of course our culture and 
environment play an important part in our development but we always retain some of our 
family values (even if it is subconsciously), because those family traits are passed on from our 
parents—they are inherited and instilled from before birth.  
The majority of Jews in Jesus’ time believed that they were Jews because of their family 
ancestry—which they traced back to Abraham, who they called their “father”. However, they 
knew nothing of their father Abraham’s faith, let alone the God that their father Abraham 
worshipped. Jesus shocked them by telling them that it was not their physical family ancestry 
that determined who they really were but their spiritual family ancestry! He then went on to tell 
them that they were not God’s children at all but they were the devils children! Jesus said to the 
people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, 
everyone who sins is a slave of sin. A slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a son is part of the 
family forever. So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free. Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. 
And yet some of you are trying to kill me because there's no room in your hearts for my message. I am telling 
you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following the advice of your father.” “Our father is 
Abraham!” they declared. “No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow 
his example. Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard from God. Abraham 
never did such a thing. No, you are imitating your real father.” They replied, “We aren't illegitimate children! 
God himself is our true Father.” Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have 
come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. Why can't you understand what I am saying? 
It's because you can't even hear me! For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil 
things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. So when I tell the 
truth, you just naturally don't believe me! Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am telling 
you the truth, why don't you believe me? Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you 
don't listen because you don't belong to God.”Jn.8:31-47 Paul made the same point when he wrote to the 
Church in Rome: For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have 
gone through the ceremony of circumcision. No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true 
circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by God's Spirit. 
And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.Rom.2:28-29 
Adam was created directly by God and the Bible calls him the son of GodLk.3:38 but when Adam 
sinned, he died spiritually and lost his spiritual family status. (Death is separation, so when 
Adam sinned, he was separated from God, i.e. he died spiritually.) And the LORD God commanded 



  

the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”Gen.2:16-17 God banished Adam and Eve 
from the Garden so they couldn’t eat from the Tree of Life and live for ever in that state of 
spiritual death: Then the LORD God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both 
good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!” So 
the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from 
which he had been made. After sending them out, the LORD God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the 
Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of 
life.Gen.22-24 This spiritual death (separation from God) has been inherited by all of Adam’s 
descendants—and so no-one since Adam, can legitimately claim to be the son of God except Jesus, 
who was already God. [When Jesus was born of Mary, He didn’t become half-God and half-
human but He added humanity to His Deity. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.Nicene 

Creed The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glory. It is the glory of the 
one and only Son. He came from the Father. And he was full of grace and truth.Jn.1:14 ] Mankind is called 
“God’s offspring” ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, ‘We 
are his offspring.' Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone—an image made by man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent.Acts.17:28-30 But we are not “sons of God” until God 
becomes our Father and the only way for us to become “sons of God” is to be re-born—to be 
born-again.Jn.3:3 That’s why Jesus became human: Because God's children are human beings—made of 
flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by 
dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set free all 
who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. We also know that the Son did not come to help angels; 
he came to help the descendants of Abraham. Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like 
us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could 
offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. Since he himself has gone through suffering and 
testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested.Heb.2:14-18 

As both God and Human, Jesus is God’s Son,Jn.3:16 and He is also Abraham’s Son (Seed): The 
promises were given to Abraham. They were also given to his seed. Scripture does not say, “and to seeds.” That 
means many people. It says, “and to your seed.” That means one person. And that one person is Christ.Gal.3:16 
When a seed is planted in the ground, it produces a harvest—and when Jesus was planted in 
the ground, He produced a harvest of Christ-ians—people who are re-born: Jesus replied, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to receive glory. What I'm about to tell you is true. Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only one seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.Jn.12:23-24 And we 
are born-again of an imperishable seed For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.1Pet.1:23 And so, now that we are truly the sons 
of God, we may eat of the “Tree of Life” and live forever, however, our Tree of life is not in the 
Garden of Eden but in the Garden of Paradise—it is the life that comes from our faith in Jesus 
Christ. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give 
the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.Rev.2:7 It is only by faith (trusting God) at 
we are saved (or born-again) and it is only by faith (trusting God) that we are victorious: God's grace 
has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn't come from anything you do. It is God's 
gift. It is not based on anything you have done. No one can boast about earning it.Eph.2:8-9 Everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the 
world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.1Jn.5:4-5 This “Tree of Life” is also described 



  

as “Wisdom” and “Fruit of Righteousness” and is Jesus Himself: She [Wisdom] is a tree of life 
to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will be blessed.Prov.3:18 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life, and he who wins souls is wise.Prov.11:30 At our new-birth, we are given a new nature of 
Righteousness: For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ!Rom.5:17 We are now slaves to Righteousness. But thanks be to God that, though 
you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed 
your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.Rom.6:17-18 This means 
that if we do sin it is un-natural and contrary to our new nature. But if we sin there is forgiveness 
though Jesus: My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.1Jn.2:1 Although Adam lost his status of 
“son of God,” we regain that status of “son of God” in Christ Jesus!  
As Isaac Watts wrote:  

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun, does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

Blessings abound wherever He reigns; the prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, and all the sons of want are blessed. 

Where He displays His healing power, death and the curse are known no more: 
In Him the tribes of Adam boast more blessings than their father lost. 

When Samuel told Saul that he would be king, he joined in with the prophets but someone had 
the fore-sight to ask who his father was: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” A man who lived there 
answered, “And who is their father?”1Sam.10:10-12 Going to church and joining in the worship 
doesn’t make us a Christian—we need to have the same Spiritual Father as Jesus Christ. 
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.Gal.3:26-29 The new-birth of conversion gives all Believers the same spiritual 
DNA as Jesus! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from 
which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, 
who gave you birth.Is.51:1-2 We have been saying that God accepted Abraham's faith, and so his faith made him 
right with God... So Abraham is the father of all believers.Rom.4:9-11 Because we are sons of God we should 
live as sons of God—holy, honourably and honestly, full of faith and the Holy Spirit. “Jesus 
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods' If he called them ‘gods,' to whom the 
word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken—what about the one whom the Father set apart as 
his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God's Son' 
Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.Jn.10:34-37 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.Matt.5:8-9 However, if we choose to live 
like mere sons of humans instead of spiritual son of God, we will eventually die as mere humans. 
I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.' But you will die like mere men; you will fall like 
every other ruler.”Ps.82:6-7 We have a high calling and a wonderful future and Jesus is not ashamed 
of us: Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers. He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the 
congregation I will sing your praises.”Heb.2:11-12  
So whoever our physical father is, let’s remember who our spiritual Father is—and live 
as children of God, Like Father, like son! And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 
appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you 
know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us 



  

is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.1Jn.2:28-3:3 

Questions 
Does God make any distinction between nationalities, families or gender? 
Who belongs to God’s family? 
What happened to us when we were born-again? 
List some advantages of belonging to God’s Family. 
List some family traits that are passed down from our Heavenly Father to us. 
 
Vocation 
Heavenly Father, You have placed me in the Church which Your Son purchased by His own 
blood. Add grace to grace that I may live worthy of my vocation. I am a voyager across life’s 
ocean; safe in heaven’s ark, may I pass through a troubled world into the harbour of eternal 
rest. I am a tree of the vineyard that You have planted—grant me not to be barren with 
worthless leaves and wild grapes; prune me of useless branches and water me with dews of 
blessing. I am part of the Lamb’s Bride, the Church—help me to be true, faithful, chaste, loving, 
pure and devoted; let no strong affection of mine wantonly dally with the world. May I live high 
above a love of things temporal, sanctified, cleansed, unblemished and hallowed by grace—
Your love, my fullness; Your glory, my joy; Your precepts, my pathway; Your cross, my resting 
place. My thought is not always a flame of adoring love, but resting in Your Son’s redemption, 
I look forward to the days of heaven, where no languor [laziness or indolence] shall oppress, no 
iniquities chill, no mists of unbelief dim the eye and no zeal ever tires. Father, these thoughts 
are the stay, support and comfort of my soul. (Puritan Prayers) 
  



  

June 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Honesty: truthfulness, sincerity, freedom from deceit and fraud. 
Thought for the Month: 
Jesus Christ did not come into this world to make bad people good—He came into this 
world to make dead people live. Lee Strobel 
Sunday 6th June. Ps.119:17-24. Acts 8  
06/06/2021 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live 
honourably in every way. Hebrews 13:18 
God told me!  The Spirit told Philip…Acts.8:29  
When did you last hear God speak to you? That depends entirely on what we mean by “speak.” 
God teaches, convicts, comforts, and leads us out of sin directly by the Holy Spirit. God renews 
us and gives us godly desires and ideas directly by the Holy Spirit. God also communicates with 
us indirectly by giving us solace, wisdom, insight and understanding through people and even 
circumstances—but He especially communicates with us through His Word, the Scriptures. 
Many Christians use the phrase “God told me” in ways the Bible just doesn’t support. Scripture 
doesn’t teach that we must individually hear directly from Him in order to live the optimal 
Christian life—hearing voices is a sure way to be sectioned!! And there is great danger in 
assigning divine authority to our own thoughts and impulses. Some Christians choose jobs, 
schools, investments, careers, and even spouses this way—but there is no biblical justification 
for this, and it is particularly dangerous. We cannot dictate what God can or cannot do and 
God can intervene in any way He chooses. However, we must base our teaching and conduct 
on what the Scriptures actually teach and not on what might be possible with a sovereign, all 
powerful God. J.I. Packer notes: God may reveal Himself and give guidance to His servants any way He 
pleases. It is not for us to set limits on Him. But it remains a question as to whether or not we are entitled to 
expect “hotline” disclosures on a regular basis. The correct answer is no. All the biblical narratives of God’s 
direct communications with men are exceptional on their face, and the biblical model of personal guidance is quite 
different. Of course God can speak to us directly and even with an audible voice (as He did at 
least 3 times in the Gospels) but God now speaks to us through Jesus. In the past, God spoke to 
our people through the prophets. He spoke at many times. He spoke in different ways. But in these last days, he 
has spoken to us through his Son. He is the one whom God appointed to receive all things. God made everything 
through him. The Son is the gleaming brightness of God's glory. He is the exact likeness of God's being. He 
uses his powerful word to hold all things together. He provided the way for people to be made pure from sin. Then 
he sat down at the right hand of the King, the Majesty in heaven.Heb.1:1-3 There was a man who lived in 
frustration as an invalid for 38 years, waiting to be healed but when Jesus spoke to him and said 
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk”, he was healed. He no longer had to wait for something that 
might or might not happen—an exception—He had heard Jesus speak to him.Jn.5 But today, 
when we say that God speaks to us through Jesus, we mean that God speaks to us through the 
Bible because the Bible is God’s testimony of Jesus: The Father who sent me has himself given witness 
about me. You have never heard his voice. You have never seen what he really looks like. And his word does not 
live in you. This is because you do not believe the One he sent. You study the Scriptures carefully. You study 
them because you think they will give you eternal life. The Scriptures you study give witness about me. But you 
refuse to come to me and receive life.Jn.5:37-40  Time and again, the Bible urges us, enjoins us and 
commands us, to listen for God in the pages of His Word rather than waiting for our private, 
personalized marching orders directly from God. Perhaps the greatest movement of God’s 
Spirit in the last 1000 years was the Reformation—but it wasn’t started by a whisper from God. 
It was started by a verse of Scripture: “The just shall live by faith.” Martin Luther was simply 
listening to the only Word of God that we are ever enjoined to hear, know, and obey—the 
Bible. In 2013, Pope Francis in his Evangelii Gaudium (Joy of the Gospel) wrote: We do not 



  

blindly seek God, or wait for him to speak to us first, for “God has already spoken, and there is nothing further 
that we need to know, which has not been revealed to us”. Let us receive the sublime treasure of the revealed word.  
Before Jesus came, God was distant and far away because sin was a barrier and separated people 
from God. In order for anyone to approach God they had to confess their sin and offer a 
sacrifice in order to cover (atone for) their guilt. This was a holy and sacred event that required 
detailed rituals performed by a priest who was a direct descendant from Aaron (Moses’ brother). 
But when Jesus came, He offered Himself as the true Sacrifice that all the previous sacrifices 
had pointed to: We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Day 
after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins. But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. For by one sacrifice he 
has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.Heb.10:10-14 Jesus’ sacrifice made all other sacrifices 
obsolete and redundant. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself.Heb.7:27 Under the Old Covenant, God would meet with the High Priest once a year in an 
inner room in the Temple. In order to remind people that God was holy and separate, there 
was a Curtain (Veil) that hid this inner room from view but when Jesus died, that Curtain was 
torn from top to bottom. With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom.Mk.15:37-38 This was to illustrate that we now have direct access to God: I have 
not been speaking to you plainly. But a time is coming when I will speak clearly. Then I will tell you plainly 
about my Father. When that day comes, you will ask for things in my name. I am not saying I will ask the 
Father instead of you asking him. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me. He also loves 
you because you have believed that I came from God.Jn.16:25-27 Because sin was a barrier between people 
and God, heaven was inaccessible and no-one was ever sure if their prayers even reached God: 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down.Is.64:1 But if you do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your 
God, and take care to do all his orders and his laws which I give you today, then the heaven over your heads will 
be brass, and the earth under you hard as iron.Deut.28:15-23 But when Jesus came, He said we would see 
an open heaven: Then he said to the disciples, “What I'm about to tell you is true. You will see heaven open. 
You will see the angels of God going up and coming down on the Son of Man.”Jn.1:51 When Jesus ascended 
to His Father, He became our Intercessor in heaven: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 
has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess… Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need.Heb.4:14-16 Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us.Rom.8:34 So now, any Believer, whatever their status, can pray to God with 
confidence. You must, then, learn a species of prayer which may be exercised at all times; which does not 
obstruct outward employments; which may be equally practised by princes, kings, prelates, priests and magistrates, 
soldiers and children, tradesmen, laborers, women, and sick persons; it is not the prayer of the head, but of the 
heart.Mme Guyon And our prayers reach God who is in heaven—but God’s heaven is not the sky, or 
the earth’s atmosphere, or even outer space—God’s heaven is where He dwells. God’s heaven 
is not a geographical place and so you can’t find anywhere on earth or in space. Heaven is a 
spiritual place and is where God dwells: As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”Matt.3:16-17 Suddenly a large 
group of angels from heaven also appeared. They were praising God. They said, “May glory be given to God in 
the highest heaven! And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!” The angels left and went into 
heaven.Lk.2:13-15 
When someone becomes a Christian, their priority is to know Jesus personally and intimately 
because they want to obey God: I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, 



  

may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people and his incomparably great power for us who believe.Eph.1:17-19  

In any relationship, the most important factor is time. When we spend time with someone, we 
get to know their likes and dislikes, their passions, their joys, hurts, their family—we get to 
know them as a person. After a while, we get to recognise their voice and their mannerisms—
time spent together develops into trust. So it is with God! When we spend time with Him, we 
get to recognise God’s likes and dislikes, His passions, His joys, His family—we get to know 
Him a Person. We spend time with God by reading the Bible, praying, and worshipping God 
personally and also by reading the Bible, praying, and worshipping God collectively (i.e. 
together with other believers—which is called fellowship). When we pray and praise, we speak to 
God and when we study (read, reflect and recall) the Bible, God speaks to us. By praying, 
praising and studying with other Believers (and especially within the security of a Church, where 
there is accountability and credibility) we get to recognise God’s voice for our self: He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not recognise a stranger's voice.Jn.10:3-5 

With so many different opinions and ideas around, it is essential for us to recognise God’s 
voice, especially when it comes to doctrine and morality. Sadly, not all who think they hear 
God’s voice, actually do hear from Him. Most people who are misguided are simply naïve and 
mistake their imagination for God’s leading—however, there are some who are deceived and 
very rarely, some who are demonically deceived. However, if we are hear God clearly distinctly, 
we must stay true to God and His values by filtering what we believe God is saying to us through 
the general teaching of Scripture and especially the basic principles of the New Covenant: love 
what is good, self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined… hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been 
taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it... teach what is 
appropriate to sound doctrine… to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love 
and in endurance.Tit.1:8-9;2:1-2 If we stay in fellowship we will not wander too far off the tracks of 
righteousness.Ps.23:3  Fellowship means participating, partnering and sharing together and Christian 
fellowship includes: Fellowship with God: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 
you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.1Jn.1:5-6 Fellowship with God’s Word (the Living 
Word—Jesus and the written Word—the Scriptures): Tell them, “No, we're going to study the 
Scriptures.” People who try the other ways get nowhere—they are completely in the dark!Is.8:20 and Fellowship 
with God’s people (especially with those who don’t quite see eye-to-eye with us): Plans fail for 
lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.Prov.15:22 A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; 
He rages against all wise judgment (defies all sound judgment).Prov.18:1 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.1Jn.1:7 
God is a very real help in time of trouble, confusion, and distress: God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into 
the heart of the sea,Ps.46:1-2 And God is the source of comfort in those times of trouble: Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.2Cor.1:3-4 But God is also the source of understanding—He makes us aware of answers to 
hard questions or insight on difficult problems. One way God works, is to give wisdom—which 
He promises to those who ask, especially in the midst of trying situations. If you need wisdom, ask 
our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. But when you ask him, be sure 
that your faith is in God alone.Jas.1:5-6 Some think, however, that this means God simply tells them 



  

what to do: God speaks—they listen. That is not wisdom though, because even a fool can 
follow directions. Wisdom is skill at living—it is applying the information we have, it is insight 
into the way the world works. Merely following orders requires no discernment, no deliberation, 
no knowledge, no reflection, no understanding—in short, no wisdom. There’s a vast difference 
between receiving revelation of some sort (“God told me…”) and growing in wisdom.  
But God does give us insight to unravel a problem, or prompts us with a creative “inspiration,” 
and these are the outworking of spiritual gifts. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it 
is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.Rom.12:6-8  

Special revelation is extremely rare and carries with it a unique authority. By contrast, creative 
inspiration or insight is common, especially for the Christian actively depending on God and 
leaning on Him for help. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.Prov. 3:5-6 There’s a distinction between 
receiving revelation: “God gave me this song” or “God told me how to fix my sink,” and growing in 
wisdom: “My ability or inspiration or insight come from the Lord.” If God really gave us a song, we’re 
not free to rewrite it—partly because they’re God’s words, not ours and partly because 
improving God’s song is a contradiction in terms. However, if we see God as the spiritual force 
behind our gifts and accomplishments, we can pray for wisdom, help, inspiration and creative 
solutions to vexing problems and expect Him to respond—without being committed to saying 
“God gave me…” or “God told me…” or “God spoke to me about how to…” Spiritual maturity is 
not the ability to hear God’s voice but the ability to know, understand and apply 
Scripture in every circumstance.  
Yes, we can hear God speak to us, but it is through the Holy Spirit’s application of the 
knowledge He has given to us. So long as we continue in fellowship with God, His 
Word and His people, we can be sure God will direct our paths and we will stay on those 
paths of righteousness! 
 
Questions 
God told me!  The Spirit told Philip…Acts.8:29  
Can anyone approach God?  
If we can approach God, how do we approach Him? 
How does God speak to us today? 
How can we know whether it is God speaking to us or our own imagination? 
How do we apply the knowledge (wisdom) we have of God? 
How can we ensure that we stay on the “paths of righteousness”? 
 
Protection 
O Lord God, You are our Preserver, Governor, Saviour and coming Judge. Quieten our souls 
to call upon Your Name. Detach us from the influence of the flesh and the senses. Impress us 
with the power of faith. Promote in us spirituality of mind that will render our services 
acceptable to You—and be delightful and profitable to ourselves! Bring us into that state which 
attracts Your eye and prepare us to receive the proofs of Your love. Show us our danger that 
we may fly to You for refuge. Make us sensible of our sin’s disease that we may value the good 
Physician. Placard to us the cross that it may slay the enmity of our hearts. Help us to be 
watchful over our ways, jealous over our tempers and diligent over our hearts. When we droop, 
revive us; when we loiter, quicken us; when we go astray, restore us. Possess us with that faith 
which is the principle of all vital godliness—that we may be rich in faith, strong in faith, live by 



  

faith, walk by faith, experience the joy of faith, hope through faith and do the work of faith. 
Perceiving nothing in ourselves, may we find our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption in the Saviour. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 13th June. Ps.119:25-32. Acts 9:1-31 
13/06/2021 They did not require an accounting from those to whom they gave the 
money to pay the workers, because they acted with complete honesty. 2Kings 12:15 
What’s your Testimony? 
Saul was a tent-maker from Tarsus in Turkey, but he was also an aristocrat and an academic—
he loved studying the Bible and spent years studying at the best religious university of his time 
and under the best lecturer. Then Paul said, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, and I was 
brought up and educated here in Jerusalem under Gamaliel. As his student, I was carefully trained in our Jewish 
laws and customs. I became very zealous to honour God in everything I did, just like all of you today.Acts.22:3-4 
However, Saul was also a fanatical religious bigot who refused to examine the facts or even 
look beyond the actual words of the Scriptures that he studied and had learnt off by heart—he 
was more concerned with proving that he was right than being right! His eyes weren’t just 
blinkered to the truth—he was completely blinded to the truth. Spiritual matters were beyond 
his understanding because he did not have the Holy Spirit. He later wrote: The person without the 
Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.1Cor.2:14 Saul was so fanatical in his 
religion that he travelled hundreds of miles to arrest, imprison and execute fellow countrymen 
whose only “crime” was to be a Christian! Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to 
kill the Lord's followers. So he went to the high priest. He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in 
Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to 
bring them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains.Acts.9:1-2 And I persecuted the followers of the 
Way, hounding some to death, arresting both men and women and throwing them in prison. The high priest and 
the whole council of elders can testify that this is so. For I received letters from them to our Jewish brothers in 
Damascus, authorizing me to bring the Christians from there to Jerusalem, in chains, to be punished.Acts.22:5 

Imagine what it was like for Paul’s relatives especially those who had become Christians: Greet 
Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, 
and they were in Christ before I was… Greet Herodion, my relative… Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my relatives 
[send their greetings to you].Rom.16:7-21 I wonder what they did when Saul came for tea! 
But something happened to Saul—he had an encounter with Jesus Christ—he was converted. 
Saul (also known as Paul) had his life turned right around and became an Ambassador for 
Jesus Christ, testifying to Him to everyone he could—from the least to the greatest, including 
the Jewish High Priest, national Governors and even Emperor Nero—that Jesus who had been 
crucified was now alive. Jesus had not been resuscitated but resurrected—He now had an 
immortal body that would never die or experience corruption! Jesus was the first to rise from 
the dead and then He ascended to heaven in glory. Ezekiel had a glimpse of this heavenly glory: 
I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from 
there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the 
clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.Ezek.1:27-28 Peter, James and John also had an 
glimpse of this glory at the Transfiguration: Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.Matt.17:1-2 When Saul saw the resurrected, ascended 
and glorified Jesus, he was blinded by the light. As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a 
light from heaven suddenly shone down around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?” “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “I am 



  

Jesus, the one you are persecuting! Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The 
men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone's voice but saw no one! Saul picked himself 
up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind.Acts.9:3-8 Saul’s encounter with Jesus temporally 
closed his physical eyes but permanently opened his spiritual eyes. Then Ananias went to the house 
and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 
and after taking some food, he regained his strength.Acts.9:17-19 Saul was then commissioned by Jesus to go 
throughout the known world and open the spiritual eyes of those he encountered. I am sending 
you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of satan to 
God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God's people, who are set apart 
by faith in me.Acts.26:17-18  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.Eph.1:17-21 This commission was 
a prophesied by Isaiah: This is what God the LORD says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them 
out, who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who 
walk on it: I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free 
captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD; that is my 
name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.Is.42:5-8 And Jesus has commissioned each 
of us to open people’s eyes—He put it this way: Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And 
these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will… Mk.16:15-17  

We call this opening of spiritual eyes “Conversion”, which literally means to turn around and face 
the other way. Christian conversion is to turn from the way we were going, to follow God. They 
told them–much to everyone's joy–that the Gentiles, too, were being converted.Acts.15:3 Conversion is to be 
rescued from darkness to light; from death to life; from lost to found; from dirty to clean—it 
is a rebirth. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.1Thes.1:9-10 But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 
of our God.1Cor.6:11 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.1Pet.2:9-10 People refer to new-born babies as “little miracles”—which they are—but when we 
are re-born into God’s family, it is an even greater miracle. When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus 
about being converted, He used the idea of being “born-again”: You must be born again.Jn.3:7 This 
was a completely new concept to Nicodemus because the New Covenant had not yet been 
introduced. Just as at creation God breathed His life into Adam: the LORD God formed the man 
from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
being,Gen.2:7 so at the new creation—conversion—Jesus breathes His life into us. Jesus breathed 
physically onto His disciples after the resurrection: And with that he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit”.Jn.20:22  And at conversion Jesus still breathes on us—but spiritually now. 
Jesus imparts His life to us by the Holy Spirit and we are born-again. The old things of our life 
have passed away and everything is now new—we have traded sin for salvation; disgrace for 
God's grace; doubts for shouts! 
So what is your Testimony? You may not have had a physical encounter with Jesus Christ 
like Paul had, but every Believer has had a spiritual encounter with Jesus Christ at their 



  

conversion. If you are a Christian, you have a testimony that you have been converted and 
you have had your life turned right around from darkness to light, from death to life, from 
despair to hope, from shame to glory. Regardless of what you were before you became a 
Christian, you are now an Ambassador for Jesus Christ. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.2Cor.5:19-20 The story of your life in God’s family is 
your testimony. Peter highlights three main points in sharing your testimony: 1. Stay respectful 
(ensure Jesus is Lord in your heart). 2. Stay reliable (always be ready to give a reasoned answer 
for your hope—but in a gentle way). 3. Stay right (keep your conscience clear). But make sure 
in your hearts that Christ is Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you about the hope 
you have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently and with respect. Live so that you don't have to feel 
you've done anything wrong [Keep your conscience clear]. Some people may say evil things about your good conduct 
as believers in Christ. If they do, they will be put to shame for speaking like that about you. It is better to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil if that's what God wants.1Pet.3:15-17 Everyone loves a story with a good 
ending and our testimony is our story of what God has done for us—with a great ending. Being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.Phil.1:6 So continue to share what God has done for you—your testimony—so that everyone 
will report how you turned away from false gods to serve the real, living God and to wait for his Son to come 
from heaven. His Son is Jesus, whom he brought back to life.1Thess.1:9-10 
 
Questions 
What’s your Testimony? 
Is our upbringing any advantage to becoming a Christian? 
How can we open people’s eyes to see God? (Acts.26:17-18)  
How can we open our own eyes? (Eph.1:17-21) 
What does “make sure in your hearts that Christ is Lord” mean? (1Pet.3:15) 
How can we keep our testimony reasoned and respectful? (1Pet.3:15) 
How can we keep our conscience clear? (1Pet.3:15-16) 
Of all that God has done for you, what one thing is the most memorable and still brings you 
joy when you recall it? Make that your main testimony! 
 
Prayer of Devotion: 
O God, Your main plan and the end of Your will, is to make Christ glorious and beloved in 
heaven where He is now ascended, and where one day all the elect will behold His glory—and 
love and glorify Him for ever. Though here I love him but little, may this be my portion at last. 
In this world You have given me a beginning—one day it will be perfected in the realm above. 
You have helped me to see and know Christ (though obscurely); to take Him and receive Him; 
to possess Him and to love Him; to bless Him in my thought, mouth and life. Let me study 
and stand for discipline and all the ways of worship; to show my thankfulness out of love for 
Christ; to seek and know His will from love, to hold it in love—and daily to care for and keep 
this state of thought. You have led me to place all my nature and happiness in oneness with 
Christ, in having thought and mind centred only on Him and in being like Him in 
communicating good to others. This is my heaven on earth, but I need the force, energy and 
impulses of Your Spirit to carry me on the way to my Jerusalem. Here, it is my duty to be as 
Christ in this world, to do what He would do, to live as He would live, to walk in love and 
meekness. Then would He be known and then would I have peace in death. (Puritan Prayers) 
 



  

Tips for Testimony 
The aim of testimonies is to whet the appetite of others to know God for themselves—if God 
has changed your life, then He can change theirs too! A testimony is purely and simply saying 
what you know about God—what you have seen and experienced of Him. A testimony is not 
saying what the Bible says or what other preachers have told you—it is not even your opinion. 
Your testimony is your experience that you have lived out—make it personal to you and be 
conversational. You are not preaching a sermon, so try to avoid religious phrases or church 
jargon. Don’t exaggerate your past and make it appear that you were terrible. If you do, others 
may think that although you needed to get saved, they don’t because they aren’t really that bad! 
The reason people need God is because He loves them and wants the best for them, not because 
they are evil and sinful. God does not condemn us but He will convict us (i.e. expose our guilt). 
However, the Words of Jesus that we reject will condemn us! A testimony states what God 
means to you and how He has changed your life for the better. Only include necessary detail 
and information in your Testimony. Keep your testimony brief and to the point. You are aiming 
your testimony at non-Christians who have little or no interest in God. If you are any longer 
than about 3 minutes you will probably have lost their interest and if you are too specific about 
your details, you will fail to relate to them. For example, if you had been a thief and you shared 
how God had changed you, your testimony would only be relevant to thieves. But if your 
testimony described what it was like to break God’s laws and how that felt, it would be relevant 
to everyone. Be careful that your testimony honours God and not the devil. Don’t dwell on 
something that God has removed or recall what God will not remember.  
The Kingdom of God is not just talk but power.1Cor.14:20 It is righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit.Rom.14:17;Is.9:7 Jesus said that Kingdom of God has already come and so its 
values are our aspirations (even though we do not yet experience them fully). The Kingdom of 
God is debt free, regret free, stress free and so the phrase “if only” should not part of the 
Christian’s vocabulary. Jesus is Lord and He works all things out for our good, so why should 
we live in regret? He has forgiven all our sins, healed all our diseases, redeemed us from the pit 
and crowned us with loving kindness, satisfies us with good things and renews us so we are 
always young in His presence.!!! 
The Gospel is good news that the Kingdom of God is here—right now. After you have whetted 
a person’s appetite to know more about God, you are then in a position to share the Gospel.  
Ask questions such as: 

✓ If you died today are you sure you would go to heaven? 

✓ Are you secure in your relationship with God? 

✓ What does Jesus mean to you? 
Whichever way they respond to your question you are in a position to tell them the Good News. 
Normally you can ascertain from their answer if they are born again but listen to what they 
don’t say as much as to what they do say! A Muslim believes in God (Allah) but is not secure 
in his relationship with him. A Buddhist may think he is secure in his relationship with God but 
is not sure that he is going to heaven. A Jew may think he is going to heaven but has a different 
perception of Jesus than a Christian. Actually, there are many “Jesus’s” in the world, of whom 
some are worshipped but there is only one Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God who is the 
Eternal Word! 
 

Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.John 3:3 
To be born again is as simple as ABC and as profound as knowing God 
Admit: Admit you are a sinner: separated from God and spiritually dead. There is no one righteous, 
not even one.Rom.3:10 



  

Believe: in Jesus: Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.Acts 16:26 
that Jesus death paid the penalty for your sin: The punishment that brought us peace was upon him.Is.53:5 
that God raised Jesus from the dead and He is your Lord (owner): That if you confess with your 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.Rom.10:9 
Change: Repentance is making a quality decision to change. We change the ownership of our 
lives to Jesus: Repent then and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.Acts 3:19 
Do: “Believing” alone is not enough. We must act on what we say we believe: Faith without deeds 
is dead.Jas.2:26   
Experience: If you want to experience this spiritual new birth, pray this prayer… 

Dear God 
I come to You in the name of Jesus. 

I know I am a sinner. I cannot save myself and need Your forgiveness. 
I believe that when Jesus died He paid the price for my sins - He was punished instead of me. 

I believe that You raised Him from the dead so that I too may live a new life. 
I receive Jesus as my Lord and receive Your forgiveness for all my sins. 

Thank You for giving me a new, holy and righteous spirit that will never be separated from You. 
I promise to love, honour and obey You for the rest of my life. 

Sin shall not be my master because I am under Grace. 
You are my Father and I am Your child. 

Amen - I make this prayer mine 
 
Follow up: After praying this prayer with them follow it up by asking Jesus to baptise them 
with the Holy Spirit. This is the very next step after being born-again and an essential experience 
for every Believer. Don’t wait for them to “cool off” or for unbelievers to put unbelief into 
them. Every Christian who is filled with the Holy Spirit can lay hands on others and expect 
God to fill them with His Holy Spirit or to heal them. Remember that it is God who convicts, 
God who converts, God who saves, God who baptises and God who heals. All God expects 
from us is willingness and obedience. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the 
land;Is.1:19 Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in holy majesty, from the womb of the dawn 
you will receive the dew of your youth.Ps.110:3 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 
one has, not according to what he does not have.2Cor.8:12  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy 
of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.Psalms 51:10-12 (Note: God granted us a willing 
spirit at conversion!) 
Go to Church with the new convert. Encourage the new Christian to attend a Bible-believing, 
Faith-teaching, Holy Spirit-led Church just like the one you are part of! It is always best to take 
them to Church with you, rather than leave the new Christian to find their own way to a Church. 
Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.Acts 

2:41-42 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:25   

 
Sunday 20th June. Ps.119:33-40. Acts 9:32-10:33  
20/06/2021 A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells lies. 
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.Prov.12:17-18 

New Creation Realities. Do not call something unclean if God has made it clean.Acts.10:15 
The six elements of oxygen, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, calcium, and phosphorus, make up 
99% of the human body but we are much more than mere chemicals. Whilst chemicals can be 



  

analysed and quantified, they don’t make us into a living being. When a person dies, they have 
exactly the same chemicals in their body as when they were alive, but there is something 
important missing—life! We are not just a body being that has a personality and neither are we 
just a personality being that has a body. And although we are biologically similar to animals, we 
are not the same as animals either because we have a God-conscious spirit. Human beings are 
unique among all of God’s creation because we are the sum of spirit, soul and body—we are 
a spirit-soul-body being! Yes—we are much more than the sum total of our body parts. The 
physical and the non-physical components in a creature combine together to form life—
but it is only humans that have an eternal spirit that belongs to God and is accountable 
to God. And God has set a moral code for humans that animals have no awareness of—which 
is why some human behaviour is not just an alternative lifestyle but plain wrong! The Bible calls 
the parts of us that cannot be measured by physics, our breath, heart, life, soul and spirit 
(sometimes these terms are interchangeable). Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. God 
will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.1Thess.5:23-24 When God created Adam, it was God’s 
“breath” that made him a “living soul”: Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being [soul].Gen.2:7 We usually 
think of our spirit as the God-conscious part of us, the soul as our self-conscious part 
(personality) and our body as our “home” or “tent”—the container of our spirit and soul and the 
place where the real “us” lives. For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, 
when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God 
himself and not by human hands. We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly 
bodies like new clothing. For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. While we live 
in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it's not that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe 
us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. God himself 
has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit.2Cor.5:1-5 
Conversion is not a natural (physical) event—in fact no physical changes occur when someone 
is born again (for example, the colour of their skin does not change, nor does the shape of their 
face or their height). Conversion is a supernatural event where God intervenes deep within the 
human spirit—conversion is a spiritual event that produces a spiritual experience. When 
someone acknowledges Jesus as their Lord and Saviour by repenting of their sins and turning 
their life over to Jesus’ rule and control, it is because they are re-born into a new species of 
being that the Bible calls a ‘new creation’ (actually there are only 2 types of human beings—
Believers and unbelievers!). Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.2Cor.5:17-18 Our spirit is re-created to have a new configuration and different 
characteristics. For example, the nature of sin in the human spirit is destroyed and the 
nature of righteousness is implanted in the place of sin nature: For we know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin 
— because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.Rom.6:6-7 At conversion God takes out our old 
spirit (heart) and gives us new spirit (heart): And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit 
in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put my 
Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations.Ez.36:26-27  The spirit that 
we were born with was dead to God and separated from Him, but our new spirit is alive to 
God and joined to Him. This new spirit or “heart” animates our soul (personality) in the same 
way that our physical heart animates our physical body. At conversion the Holy Spirit clears 
our conscience and resides within us, enabling us to obey and honour God and so if we sin 
(disobey or dishonour God), the Holy Spirit will challenge and convict us. David longed for 



  

this clean and loyal heart (spirit) and asked God to make him willing to obey Him: Create in me 
a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. Do not banish me from your presence and don't take 
your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and make me willing to obey you.Ps.51:10-12 
However, David’s prayer is now the Christian’s experience of conversion because it is at 
conversion that God gives us a new heart, a clear conscience and a desire to obey Him. God’s 
kingdom is now within us. Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 
Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will people say, 
‘Here it is,' or ‘There it is,' because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”Lk.17:20-21 Jesus explained that the 
Kingdom of God is about doing God’s will, not just talking about it—God’s Kingdom is the 
rule of Jesus within our hearts: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'Matt.7:21-23 When 
Jesus introduced the New Covenant, the outward rituals of religion were superseded by the 
inward obedience of religion, but if we are to enjoy the benefits of His Kingdom, we still 
have to believe God and also obey Him. “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 
like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the landIs.1:18-19 
At our conversion, our old order of life passed away and we began a new order of life. The old 
pattern of life—the way we used to think, see, talk, act, behave and react, went out and a new 
pattern of life took its place. This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The 
old life is gone; a new life has begun!2Cor.5:17 At conversion, we were born-again of an incorruptible 
seed1Pet.1:23—but it was our spirit that was re-born. Our soul (or personality) still has the ability 
to sin and desire things that are not what God wants for us. That is why after we are converted, 
our soul still needs to be “saved” or “sanctified”. This happens by our faith (trusting God) and by 
the renewing our minds. Though you have not seen [Jesus], you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.1Pet.1:8-9 Spiritual maturity is not a status that we can 
achieve because we always have the propensity to sin and we have the ability to behave 
immaturely at any time. However, spiritual maturity is our goal—it is what we strive for: I 
don't mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press 
on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not 
achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.Phil.3:12-

14 

Unfortunately, many Christians don't really know what became their inheritance when they 
were born-again and so they don’t enjoy the great provisions of God. Many live far below their 
true rights, privileges and potential in Christ. Some Christians are still living conflict-torn lives, 
embittered lives, struggling lives, battered lives, weak and defeated lives, greatly stressed lives, 
beggarly lives, obscure lives, handicapped lives, greatly burdened lives, troubled lives and 
compromising lives! Some are living in fear and worry, full of cares and anxieties. They live at 
variance to their true spiritual status and so they are robbed of their rights. The realities of their 
new creation state have not dawned on them. When God planned and implemented our 
salvation, His plan and purpose was for every born-again Believer to live at a new level of life 
higher than that of fallen humanity—it is called the Kingdom of God. I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full (have it abundantly). Jn.10:10 This full or abundant life of God’s Kingdom 
is a new quality of life for the Believer and is higher than the natural human life. This abundant 
life is the life of God and flourishes in spiritual prosperity while natural human life is the 



  

discordant existence of fallen humanity and plagued with lack, need and shortages. This 
abundant life of God’s Kingdom is also a new realm of life for the Believer—But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.1Pet.2:9 If God has called us into His marvellous 
light then our lives should be marvellous too! God’s marvellous light should surround our life 
with its magnificence and make us magnificent. In this abundant life of God’s Kingdom, He 
has provided a new pattern of life for us. Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old 
way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence. God has done all this. He has 
restored our relationship with him through Christ, and has given us this ministry of restoring relationships.2Cor.5:17-

18 The governing principles for our lives have changed and our behavioural pattern has 
changed—the way we act and react has changed. For once you were full of darkness, but now you have 
light from the Lord. So live as people of light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and 
true. Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; 
instead, expose them.Eph.5:8-11 God's plan is for us to be governed by new spiritual principles which 
cover every area of life—and so we should know these new spiritual principles, get used to 
them, adopt them and adjust our life to run in line with them. These new spiritual principles 
also include our conversation and vocabulary. Like Peter, we must not call something unclean 
if God has made it cleanActs.10:15 (and we are already clean because of God’s Word: You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you.Jn.15:3-4 ) But neither 
should we call something clean that God has called unclean! Woe to those who call evil good and good 
evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those 
who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.Is.5:20-21 “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to 
you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out 
your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.Jn.8:42-44 

Because God calls us clean (spiritually), we should also see ourselves as spiritually clean. So let’s 
continue to make our lips do their duty, making them say what God says about our situation 
and not allow our lips to say anything to the contrary and then make every effort to live in the 
blessings of our new creation—which is the Kingdom of God under kingship of Jesus Christ. 
Questions 
New Creation Realities Do not call something unclean if God has made it clean.Acts.10:15 
In what ways are we more than the physical components of our body? 
Describe what happens to us at conversion 
How does the Bible say we should deal with guilt, stress or anxiety? 
What is the new quality of life we have after conversion? 
What is the new realm of life we have after conversion? 
What is the new pattern of life we have after conversion? 
What is the new style of life we have after conversion? 
 
A Prayer to the Trinity  
Three in One, One in Three, God of my salvation, Holy Father, Blessed Son, Eternal Spirit, 
One God in three distinct Persons, I adore You for bringing sinners to Your knowledge and to 
Your kingdom. O Father, You have loved me and sent Jesus to redeem me; O Jesus, You have 
loved me and assumed my nature, shed Your own blood to wash away my sins and wrought 
righteousness to cover my unworthiness; O Holy Spirit, You have loved me and entered my 
thought, implanted there eternal life and revealed to me the glories of Jesus. Three Persons and 
one God, I bless and praise You for love so unmerited, so unspeakable, so wondrous, so mighty 



  

to save the lost and raise them to glory. O Father, I thank You that in fullness of grace You 
have given me to Jesus—to be His sheep, His jewel and His portion; O Jesus, I thank You that 
in fullness of grace You have accepted me, espoused me and bound me; O Holy Spirit, I thank 
You that in fullness of grace You have exhibited Jesus as my salvation, implanted faith within 
me, subdued my stubborn thoughts and made me one with Him for ever. O Father You are 
enthroned to hear my prayers; O Jesus, Your hand is outstretched to take my petitions; O Holy 
Spirit, You are willing to help my infirmities, to show me my need, to supply words, to pray 
within me and to strengthen me that I faint not in supplication. O Triune God, who commands 
the universe, You have commanded me to ask for those things that concern Your kingdom and 
my soul. Let me live and pray as one baptized into the threefold Name. 
 
Sunday 27th June. Ps.119:41-48. Acts 11  
27/06/2021 An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips. Proverbs 24:26 
What has the grace of God done for you? When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, 
he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.Acts.11:23 
The Greek word for “grace” in the Bible is “charis”—from where we get “charismatic”. Grace is 
defined as “that which causes joy or pleasure for a kindness granted, a benefit, thanks, gratitude; a favour 
done without expectation of return; the absolutely free expression of the loving kindness of God to us.” Grace 
also refers to our manner—gracefulness or elegance. These definitions of grace help us 
understand what it is to be a Christian—someone who receives joy and pleasure from God’s 
kindness and shows their thankfulness by being both grateful and graceful. We need grace to 
worship God. If then, we have a kingdom which will never be moved, let us have grace, so that we may give 
God such worship as is pleasing to him with fear and respect.Heb.12:28 Although we often refer to our 
singing as worship but merely singing songs is not biblical worship—otherwise we would not 
have been able to worship God these last 18 months during the Covid restrictions! True 
worship is obedience—it is doing what God requires, both willingly and cheerfully: Abraham 
said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we 
will come back to you.”… “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”Gen.22:5-18 
King David got lots of things wrong—he broke all the 10 commandments and had a reputation 
of being a murderer, an adulterer and bad father! But David is described as a “man after God’s 
own heart” because he was a worshipper and had learned how to become intimate with God. 
After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse 
a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.'Acts.13:22 David was also a prophet who 
spoke by the Holy Spirit: “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” “The son of David,” 
they replied. He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord'?Matt.22:42-23 

The patriarch David was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of 
his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ.Acts.2:30-31  
Of course, David did not have the advantage of the New Covenant and the indwelling Person 
of the Holy Spirit as we do today, but despite his many failings, David was a worshipper. David’s 
worship consisted of loud, active, busy praise but also of quiet contemplative meditation and 
was the expression of his heartfelt adoration and appreciation—which is why the disturbances 
around David did not unsettle him. David had lots of problems and difficulties, however God 
did not remove all his enemies, but instead, He gave him rest in the midst of his enemies! 
Not even enemies could distract David from his grateful and graceful worship! The LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him.2Sam.7:1 (A thought: what distracts you from your 



  

worship?) This “rest” that David had from his enemies was also promised to his son: But you will 
have a son who will be a man of peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His 
name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign. He is the one who will build a 
house for my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
over Israel forever.1Chron.22:9-10  We know from the NT that this was a prophecy about David’s future 
son, Jesus Christ: For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your 
Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?Heb.1:5 And when God’s Son became 
human, it opened the way for us humans to become God’s sons: Both the one who makes men holy 
and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.Heb.2:11 And 
if we are God’s children, then we too can have “rest” regardless of what difficulties or problems 
we face. However, we must bring our thoughts and imaginations under control and make them 
do what God wants us to do. Like David, we can (and must) make our soul (i.e. our personality 
with all of its emotions) put its trust in God—especially if we feel downcast: Why are you downcast, 
O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God.Ps.43:5 We must make our lips do their 
duty and only allow them to say what God says about us and our situation. We capture our rebellious 
thoughts and teach them to obey Christ.2Cor.10:6 This taking control of our thoughts and living gratefully 
and gracefully is not just for certain special people—the “spiritual elite”—but is for all who 
experience the grace of God—for those who will remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. When 
we become intimate with God, anyone of us can be at peace in the most disruptive situation. If 
we live in the shelter of the Most High, we will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty—but this requires 
that we declare about the LORD: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him.Ps.91:1-

2 Although God does not have any favourites, God does have intimates—people who know 
Him personally and closely, who honour Him and respect Him enough to obey Him. And if 
we know God intimately, we can expect to live dynamic lives: But the people who know their God 
will be strong and take action [do exploits].Dan.11:32  
Good theology enables us to live consistent, faithful and effective lives that honour God 
without wearing us out. Good theology makes easy Christianity because we enter into God’s 
rest! Good theology means that we have an accurate and Biblical understanding of God—of 
who He is, what He has done and what He has said. Good theology will give us the confidence 
to put God’s word into practice—and when we put God’s words into practice, we will be able 
to stand firm in the midst all of life’s difficulties, stresses and struggles. But if we don’t put 
God’s words into practice, we will surely fall like a house built on the sand. Why do you call me, 
‘Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words 
and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on 
rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the 
one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground 
without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was 
complete.Lk.6:46:49 But “putting God’s words into practice” does not mean merely sounding like a 
Christian or just going through the motions of looking like a Christian. Paul doesn't tell us that we 
can be happy, or how to be happy. He simply and unmistakably is happy. None of his circumstances contribute 
to his joy: He wrote from a jail cell, his work was under attack by competitors, and after twenty years or so of 
hard traveling in the service of Jesus, he was tired and would have welcomed some relief. But circumstances are 
incidental compared to the life of Jesus, the Messiah, that Paul experiences from the inside, For it is a life that 
not only happened at a certain point in history, but continues to happen, spilling out into the lives of those who 
receive him, and then continues to spill out all over the place. Christ is, among much else, the revelation that God 
cannot be contained or hoarded. It is this "spilling out" quality of Christ's life that accounts for the happiness of 
Christians, for joy is life in excess, the overflow of what cannot be contained within any one person. [Introduction 
to Philippians TM] Putting God’s words into practice means that we “walk the talk”—we 



  

live out our beliefs. As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together about you by the walls 
and at the doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from the LORD.' 
My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them 
into practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to 
them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for 
they hear your words but do not put them into practice.Ez.33:30-32 True worship is spiritual and living—it 
is showing our appreciation and reverence for God; worship is the evidence the Holy Spirit 
gushing out of us: On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone 
is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 
water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive.Jn.7:37-39 The formal liturgy of Episcopalian Churches can be an excuse for just going 
through the motions of worshipping God, but written prayers and responses can be alive and 
inspirational when they are mixed with faith and Holy Spirit life. When we know God 
intimately, we can worship in a formal setting and also in an informal setting; we can worship 
by following a written script and also by following an unwritten script. Many of Wesley’s hymns 
were originally written as “holy poems” to assist with personal devotions!  
Faith makes the difference between living or dead religion. It is by our faith (our simple trust 
in God) that we stand and by our lack of faith (our lack of trust—which is unbelief) that we 
fall: If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.Is.7:9 Not that we lord it over your faith, but 
we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.2Cor.1:24 Faith (trusting God) involves 
love and obedience and enables us to be overcomers: To love God means that we obey his 
commandments. Obeying his commandments isn't difficult because everyone who has been born from God has 
won the victory over the world. Our faith is what wins the victory over the world. Who wins the victory over the 
world? Isn't it the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?1Jn.5:3-5 The opposite of faith is fear. 
Phobia is the medical term for fear and there are literally hundreds of recorded phobias listed, 
including: Algophobia – fear of pain; Bibliophobia – fear of books; Chronophobia – fear of time; 
Zoophobia – fear of animals; and even Phobophobia – fear of phobias! But the antidote to fear is 
faith—that simple trust in God based on His Character (what He has already done) and His 
Word (what He has already said). When I worried about many things, your assuring words soothed my 
soul.Ps.94:19 Faith does not replace fear—faith puts fear in its proper place! No one goes through 
life without experiencing fear, but people who fear God (who trust in Him), handle the threats 
and challenges of life much differently than those crippled by fear or filled with false confidence. 
Someone once said: Fear knocked at the door but when Faith answered it there was no one there! Two 
other quotes on fear: The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom—and they that lack the beginning, have 
neither middle nor end.John Bunyan Are you afraid? Remember the “fear nots” of the Bible.Elisabeth Elliot  

Fear and its siblings, worry and anxiety, will weaken our faith—and if we don’t deal with them, 
they will eventually destroy our faith: So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of 
your body, for youth and vigour are meaningless. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the 
days of trouble come.Eccl.11:10-12:1Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not 
let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you 
go.Josh.1:6-9  Of course, we should be hospitable, but Christians should never entertain the family 
of fear, worry and anxiety! However, we should always make the family of faith, hope and 
love very comfortable in our home: And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.1Cor.13:13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything in 



  

love.1Cor.16:13-14 And these triplets: faith, hope and love have other family members—gentleness, 
gratefulness and gracefulness—so let’s make them welcome too! Because of God’s great love 
for us we no longer need fear the devil of his temptations and it is the grace of God helps us 
to resist temptation: For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say 
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good.Tit.2:11-14  
So, what has the grace of God done for you? The grace of God has enabled us to be 
worshippers by being intimate with God. The grace of God has made us joyful. The grace of 
God has made us both grateful and graceful. The grace of God has given us faith and delivered 
us from fear. The grace of God helps us to resist temptation. So let us remain true to the Lord with 
all our hearts and put His word into practice—then, regardless of our circumstances, we will have 
peace, be at rest and live graceful lives that are the admiration of all we meet: Therefore, as God's 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:12-17 
Questions 
What has the grace of God done for you? When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, 
he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.Acts.11:23 
What is “grace”? 
What difference has grace made to your life? 
What is worship? 
How can we worship if we are beset with problems? 
How can we set our hearts at rest if we have fear, worry or anxiety? 
How can we maintain faith, hope, love, gentleness, gratefulness and gracefulness? 
 
O God may Your Spirit speak in me, that I may speak to You. I have no merit but let the merit 
of Jesus stand for me. I was undeserving but I looked to Your tender mercy. I was full of 
infirmities, wants and sin but You were full of grace. I confessed my sin—my frequent sin, my 
wilful sin. You gave me another master and lord, Your Son, Jesus, and now my heart is turned 
towards holiness and my life speeds as an arrow from a bow towards complete obedience to 
You. Help me in all my doings to put down sin and save me from the love of the world and the 
pride of life. Deliver me from everything that is natural to fallen man and let Christ's nature be 
seen in me day by day. Grant me grace to bear Your will without repining, so I will delight to 
be not only chiselled, squared, or fashioned, but separated from the old rock where I was 
embedded for so long. Lift me from the quarry to the upper air, where I may be built in Christ 
for ever. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
 
  



  

July  
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Courage—the ability to do something that frightens you 
Thought for the Month: 
Never make the blunder of trying to forecast the way God is going to answer your 
prayer. Oswald Chambers 
Sunday 4th July.Ps.119:49-56. Acts 12 
04/07/2021 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take courage! I have overcome the world.John 16:33 
Christian Prayer. The church was earnestly praying to God for him.Acts.12:5 
Prayer is fundamental to Christianity because it is through prayer that we communicate with 
God—Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed, the motion of a hidden 
fire that trembles in the breast. However, Prayer is different from merely talking to God. 
Anyone can talk to God, but true prayer is connecting with God and knowing that He hears 
us. Anyone can talk to God, but prayer is different from merely talking to God. Abimelech 
talked to God but it was Abraham—a person who was in a covenant relationship with God—
who prayed to God: But God came to Abimelech in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good 
as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman… Now return the man's wife, for he is 
a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live.Gen.20:3-7 Unbelievers do not have an open 
line of communication with God. The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous.Prov.15:29 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases him.Prov.15:8 

Before we became a Christian our talking to God could not really be called prayer because: 
without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.Heb.11:6 Our first real prayer to God was a call for Him to 
save us—Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice, returning from his ways. "Anyone who trusts 
in him will never be disgraced." Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who 
gives generously to all who call on him. For "Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved." But 
how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have 
never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? Rom.10:11-14 And now, 
after conversion, our relationship with God is through prayer and is our way of life: Be joyful 
always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.1Thess.5:16-

18 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing.1Tim.2:8 

However, to pray effectively we need to stay in faith and stay away from sin: If I had cherished sin 
in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise 
be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!Ps.66:18-20 But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.Matt.6:15 What we say is important and we should 
remember that prayer is addressing God Almighty, and although He is our Father, He is also 
the “I Am” who is worshipped by angels singing: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty.Is.6:3 

Although we don’t have to always end (or start) our prayers with the words “in the name of Jesus”, 
we can only come to God the Father through Jesus Christ and so Christian prayer is the only 
true prayer to God. Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me… And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.Jn.14:6-14 (If we are praying in a formal 
setting or where there are not-yet-Christians—or even young Christians—we should make it 
clear that we are addressing God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ, His Son, our Saviour.) 
Jesus said that we would have to give an account for every empty word (literally word that does not 
work): But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they 
have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.Matt.12:36-37 This 
responsibility for our words applies to every area of our lives—especially our conversation—



  

but also applies to prayer. We should aim to make our prayers meaningful and sensible—and 
so some years ago, I resolved to not pray anymore “silly” prayers—prayers that God can’t 
answer, prayers that God won’t answer or prayers that God has already answered.  
Of course, prayer is our communication with God and so we should share our concerns and 
cares with God—but we should also be sure that our prayers are effective and that God actually 
hears them! The Church prayed “fervently” for Peter while he was in prison and this word 
“fervently” helps us to understand effective prayer. Peter used this word when he told us to love 
others: love one another deeply (fervently), from the heart.1Pet.1:22 We must pray from the heart not just 
with the head but also an effective prayer has to prayed by a righteous person: The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective. Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that 
no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and 
the earth began to yield its crops.Jas.5:16-18 [Note, James writes righteous “person” (singular), not “people” 
(plural)!] A righteous person is someone who believes God (not someone who thinks they are 
perfect or even someone who is religious or who goes to Church): What does Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” …The words “it was credited to him” 
were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in 
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification.Rom.4:3-25 Often when we pray, we are unsure what to pray for or how to actually 
pray about a situation, but the Bible says that Holy Spirit will help us. In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.Rom.8:26-27 Jesus said that effective prayers 
aren’t extended prayers: When you pray, do not be like those who only pretend to be holy. They love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners. They want to be seen by others. What I'm about to 
tell you is true. They have received their complete reward. When you pray, go into your room. Close the door and 
pray to your Father, who can't be seen. He will reward you. Your Father sees what is done secretly. When you 
pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly people do. They think they will be heard because they talk 
a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need even before you ask him. This is how you should 
pray. “Our Father in heaven…”Matt.6:5-9 Although God answers prayer, it is faith that He 
responds to! We can’t manipulate God by our prayers—it’s not how long we pray, or how 
loud we pray, or how many people we have praying that will determine whether God answers 
our prayers but whether we believe God: If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer.Matt.21:22 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”Jn.11:40  
Fate says: what will be, will be done but Faith says: what God’s will is, will be done! But 
we should pray that Gods’ will is done and not just leave it to God even though He is 
Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent and Omnibenevolent. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.Matt.6:9-10 When we pray, we 
must believe God, which means that we trust Him. Just one prayer from a righteous person 
will be effective because God always responds to faith. We Believers can be sure that God hears 
us when we pray: I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he hears us.1Jn.5:13-14 Yes, I prayed to my God for help. He heard me from his sanctuary; my cry to 
him reached his ears.Ps.18:6 However, we cannot dictate to God how He answers our prayers and 
“believing” for a specific outcome to our prayers is not the same as “believing God”! But we can 
ask God to help us, to intervene and even change our situation. Maturity is committing our 
way to the Lord and trusting Him with the outcome. Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will direct your paths.Prov.3:5-6 

God is good and what He does is good and so true faith is never disappointed however God 



  

answers our prayers because our trust is in God! Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I believe 
in your commands. Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. You are good, and what you 
do is good; teach me your decrees.Ps.119:66-68 As we saw last week, Fear and its children, Worry and 
Anxiety, will weaken our faith—and if we don’t deal with them, they will ultimately destroy 
our faith: So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of your body, for youth and vigour 
are meaningless. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come.Eccl.11:10-12:1 

Anxiety and fear are banished when we have total confidence in God as our Heavenly Father: 
But when you ask, you must believe. You must not doubt. People who doubt are like waves of the sea. The wind 
blows and tosses them around. A man like that shouldn't expect to receive anything from the Lord. He can't 
make up his mind. He can never decide what to do.Jas.1:6-8 One Version puts it this way: People who “worry 
their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don't think you're going to get anything from the Master that way, 
adrift at sea, keeping all your options open. 
Praying for one another is a partnership (fellowship or participation) in the Gospel: I thank my God 
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.Phil.1:3-5 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 
because I hear about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership 
with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of 
Christ.Phile.4-6 Like Paul the apostle, we should pray for our friends and associates with assurance, 
confidence, joy and thanksgiving: For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according 
to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.Col.1:9-12 We always 
thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers.1Thess.1:2  We should also pray for others 
beyond our circle of friends and associates: I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.1Tim.2:1-4 But our prayers are not just words uttered as a 
religious activity—Believers’ prayers are a memorial offering before God: Cornelius stared at 
him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come 
up as a memorial offering before God.Acts.10:4 Prayer in the OT was a priestly ministry offered with 
incense to symbolise the ascent of the prayers to God May my prayer be set before you like incense; 
may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.Ps.141:2 In the NT, prayer is also a priestly 
ministry—but instead of the priests being an hereditary elite group of Jews, now EVERY 
BELIEVER IS A PRIEST: And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 
What's more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that 
please God.1Pet.2:5  

As NT priests, when we pray, our prayers are like incense and really do reach God. May my 
prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.Ps.141:2 And when 
he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a 
harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God's people. And they sang a 
new song.Rev.5:8-9 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense 
to offer, with the prayers of all God's people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. The smoke of the incense, 
together with the prayers of God's people, went up before God from the angel's hand.Rev.8:3-4 And prayer should 
be a joy! And will fill them with joy in my house of prayer.Is.56:7 So let us take the priestly ministry 
of prayer seriously but joyfully as we live in the Kingdom of God. 



  

 
How to Pray 
Quiet yourself and connect with God 
Our Father in heaven, may Your Name be kept holy [hallowed, honoured, reverenced]. 
Sing a hymn or song from the heart to God 
Alter the lyrics to sing to God, not about Him. 
Read aloud a prayer (or use a hymn as a prayer) 
Read it slowly and thoughtfully, modifying the words to make it your own. 
Ask God for your needs 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us from the evil one.Matt.6:13 
Forgive my hidden faults. Keep me also from the sins I want to commit. May they not be my master.Ps.19:13  
Devote yourself and your day to God 
LORD, may the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in your eyes. You are my Rock 
and my Redeemer.Ps.19:14 

Questions 
Prayer. the church was earnestly praying to God for him.Acts.12:5 
What is “prayer”? 
Can anyone pray? 
Is there a difference between talking to God and praying to God? Explain! 
How can we pray an “effective prayer”? 
What is the difference between “wishing” and “believing”? 
Does God answer us if we doubt when we pray? 
How should we pray for our political leaders? 
Give some examples of prayers in the New Testament 
 
Meeting God 
Great God, in public and private, in sanctuary and home, may my life be steeped in prayer, 
filled with the spirit of grace and supplication, and each prayer perfumed with the incense of 
atoning blood. Help me and defend me, until from praying ground I pass to the realm of 
unceasing praise. Urged by my need, invited by Your promises and called by Your Spirit, I enter 
Your presence, worshipping You with godly fear, awed by Your majesty, greatness and glory, 
but encouraged by Your love. By myself, I am all poverty as well as all guilt, having nothing of 
my own with which to repay You—but I bring Jesus to You in the arms of faith, pleading His 
righteousness to offset my iniquities, rejoicing that He will weigh down the scales for me and 
satisfy Your justice. I bless You that great sin draws out great grace and that although the least 
sin deserves infinite punishment because done against an infinite God, yet there is mercy for 
me—for where guilt is most terrible, there Your mercy in Christ is most free and deep. Bless 
me by revealing to me more of His saving merits, by causing Your goodness to pass before me 
and by speaking peace to my contrite heart. Strengthen me to give You no rest until Christ 
reigns supreme within me in every thought, word, and deed, and in a faith that purifies the 
heart, overcomes the world, works by love, fastens me to You and ever clings to the cross. 
(Puritan Prayers) 
 



  

Sunday 11th July. Ps.119:57-64. Acts 13 
11/07/2021 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do 
not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9 
What is God’s purpose for your life. Now when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, 
he fell asleep.Acts.13:36 
Solomon starts his Book of Ecclesiastes (which means “preacher”) with: “Meaningless! Meaningless!” 
says the Preacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.”Eccl1:1 As Solomon recalls his life of 
wine, women and wealth, he concludes that life has no purpose unless we involve God: Now all 
has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty 
of all mankind. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or 
evil.Eccl.12:13-14 But in reaching that conclusion, Solomon says: So then, banish anxiety from your heart 
and cast off the troubles of your body, for youth and vigour are meaningless. Remember your Creator in the days 
of your youth, before the days of trouble come.Eccl.11:10-12:1 And God our Creator has a purpose for us 
which is to re-create us into the likeness of His Son Jesus. Jesus is clothed with glory: He called 
you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.2Thes.2:14 And God 
has given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee that we too will be clothed in His glory—which is 
our “heavenly dwelling”. And God has given us the Holy Spirit as a deposit to guarantee that we 
will be transformed into the likeness of His Son Jesus: For while we are in this tent, we groan and are 
burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the 
Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.2Cor.5:4-5 Glory means honour, splendour, majesty—as 
well as lots of other superlatives all relating to purity—and God is the God of Glory: Brothers 
and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.Acts.7:2 Jesus is called the Lord 
of Glory: None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory.1Cor.2:8 In the beginning, God made Adam in His likeness—which means that Adam also 
shared in God’s glory: He created him in the likeness of God. He created them as male and female. God 
blessed them.Gen.1:27 But when Adam sinned, he lost his God-likeness—that glory, honour, 
splendour and majesty. Although it was the devil who deceived them, Eve and Adam could not 
escape the consequences of their actions—and since then, every one of Adam’s descendants 
have been born in sin. Sin is falling short of God’s glory: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.Rom.3:23 Adam and Eve’s disobedience resulted in work becoming a toilsome effort instead 
of a joyful experience. The ground is cursed because of you. Through hard work you will eat food that comes 
from it every day of your life. The ground will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat wild plants. By 
the sweat of your brow, you will produce food to eat until you return to the ground, because you were taken from 
it. You are dust, and you will return to dust.Gen.3:17-19 But God did not leave it there—He pronounced 
the devil’s demise and man’s deliverance: I will put hatred between you and the woman. Your children 
and her children will be enemies. Her son will crush your head. And you will crush his heel.Gen.3:15 This 
statement is called the “protoevangelium” meaning the “first mention of the Gospel”. And Jesus became 
“Eve’s Son” when He became human (“incarnation” literally means “becoming flesh” which Jesus 
did when He was conceived within Mary). God promised that once again, people would become 
holy and righteous because God would be their glory, their light and all sorrows would end: 
Then you will know that I, the LORD, am your Saviour, your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob… you will 
call your walls Salvation and your gates Praise… the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will 
be your glory… the LORD will be your everlasting light and your days of sorrow will end… Then all your 
people will be righteous and they will possess the land forever.Is.60:16-21 Jesus also prayed that we would not 
only see His glory but also share in that glory too! Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you 
gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 



  

began… Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.Jn.17:3-5;24 But in order for us to be 
restored to God’s likeness and glory, Jesus had to crush the devil’s head and destroy his work—
which was God’s intended purpose for Jesus: For this purpose was the Son of God manifested: to destroy 
the devil's work.1Jn.3:8 And before He died, Jesus really did fulfil God’s purpose for His life—satan 
was defeated by the cross: But God gave you new life together with Christ. He forgave us all of our sins. 
He wiped out the written Law with its rules. The Law was against us. It opposed us. He took it away and 
nailed it to the cross. He took away the weapons of the powers and authorities. He made a public show of them. 
He won the battle over them by dying on the cross.Col.2:13-15 By fulfilling God’s purpose for His life in 
destroying the work of devil, Jesus facilitated God’s other purpose for us—which was to re-
create a new breed of person who would be reconciled to God and each other: For he himself is 
our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing 
in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man 
out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility.Eph.2:14-16  
Yes! God’s purpose for us is that we are clothed in His glory and become a new person living 
in peace with God and each other. Stephen said that King David served God’s purpose for his 
life: Now when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.Acts.13:36 But how do we 
serve God’s purpose for our lives, in our generation?  
God told Adam to serve Him, to have dominion over all creation and to be fruitful: God said to 
them, “Have children and increase your numbers. Fill the earth and bring it under your control. Rule over the 
fish in the waters and the birds of the air. Rule over every living creature that moves on the ground.”Gen.1:28 God 
also gave Adam instructions to care for the Garden: The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.Gen.2:15 The word “work” is also translated “worship” 
You will worship God on this mountain.”Ex.3:12 This helps us understand that our daily work and 
service is actually serving God—it is worship! Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord 
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.Col.3:23-24 The work that God requires from us is first 
and foremost to believe in Jesus Christ: “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus 
answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”Jn.6:28-29 We are to serve God with 
every part of our life and being, not just give God a slot in our lives. To worship God is the 
highest attainment we can ever achieve. “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is 
the first and greatest commandment.Matt.22:36-38 Because worship incorporates every part of our life, 
there is now no secular/sacred divide for us—every part of our life is now “holy” and is 
consecrated to God: On that day HOLY TO THE LORD will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, 
and the cooking pots in the LORD's house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. Every pot in 
Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the 
pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite [un-consecrated person] in the house 
of the LORD Almighty.Zech.14:20-21 That is why we should live pure lives that honour God: You know 
the guidelines we laid out for you from the Master Jesus. God wants you to live a pure life. Keep yourselves from 
sexual promiscuity. Learn to appreciate and give dignity to your body, not abusing it, as is so common among 
those who know nothing of God… God hasn't invited us into a disorderly, unkempt life but into something holy 
and beautiful—as beautiful on the inside as the outside. If you disregard this advice, you're not offending your 
neighbours; you're rejecting God, who is making you a gift of his Holy Spirit.1Thess.4:2-8 That doesn’t mean 
that we become weird or “religious nuts” but we should certainly be different and distinct from 
the world because we have been lifted out of the miry muck of this world’s mess and elevated 
into God’s wonderful kingdom. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet 



  

on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.Ps.40:2-3 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.1Pet.2:9-12 

The reason Jesus became human was to conquer the devil and destroy his work—which He 
did at Calvary. On the cross, Jesus freed us from our sin by crushing satan’s headGen.3:15 disarming 
himCol.2:15 and destroying his work1Jn.3:8 and now those who are slaves to sin can be 
emancipated from sin—including the guilt of sin in this life and also the consequences of sin 
in the life hereafter. I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin.Jn.8:34 Now you are free from your 
slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteousness… But now you are free from the power of sin and 
have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.Rom.6:18-23 Jesus has 
commissioned every one of us to communicate this good news of His Kingdom. We call this 
“evangelism”—but evangelism is not limited to an evangelist preaching to a large crowd. 
Evangelism literally means “sharing a good message” and the good message is still the same—Jesus 
has crushed satan’s head so we can be emancipated from slavery to sin by having peace 
with God! However we share this good message, we should all have the same purpose—which 
is to plant the seed of God’s word. A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, and when it 
came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it 
and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more 
than was sown… This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along the path are the 
ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe 
and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they 
have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns 
stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and 
they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, 
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.Lk.7:5-15 We have each been assigned our own particular and 
individual task in the planting the seed of God’s Word, but it is God who makes the seed 
grow—and it is God who will reward us according to our labour! What, after all, is Apollos? And 
what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, 
and each will be rewarded according to his own labour. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, 
God's building.1Cor.3:5-9 

Planting God’s seed spiritually and physically refreshed Jesus: My food is to do the will of him who 
sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your 
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests 
the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and 
another reaps' is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and 
you have reaped the benefits of their labour.Jn.4:34-3 And when we plant God’s seed (share the good 
message), we too will be spiritually and physically refreshed—but if we ignore God’s purposes 
for our life, we can’t expect to live in peace and harmony with God (or with other people either). 
When people refused to be baptised by John, they rejected God’s purpose for their life: All the 
people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because 



  

they had been baptized by John. But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, 
because they had not been baptized by John.Lk.7:29-30 The same principle remains today—if we refuse to 
be baptised, we reject God’s purpose for our life. (Baptism is much bigger than a one-off 
event—baptism is a the beginning of a new way of life because we are stating that we died to 
our old life and have been raised to newness of life with Jesus.) 
God’s purpose is for us to have a rich relationship with Him: But God said to him, 'You fool! 
You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?' Yes, a person is a fool to store up 
earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.Lk.12:15-21 Sadly, the Christian message (which is 
the message about Christ) sometimes loses its impact because of a bad testimony or even just 
plain ugly sin—so we must be careful that we don’t deliver the elegant letter in a dirty envelope! 
We are called to live a holy life and to focus on what is good and pure: Always think about what 
is true. Think about what is noble, right and pure. Think about what is lovely and worthy of respect. If anything 
is excellent or worthy of praise, think about those kinds of things. Do what you have learned or received or heard 
from me. Follow my example. The God who gives peace will be with you.Phil.4:8-9 However, regardless of our 
weaknesses or failings, ultimately God will ensure that His message goes forth effectively: so is 
my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.Is.55:11 We know that God will work everything out for His glory 
and our goodRom.8:28 and thus fulfil His purpose for us: The LORD will fulfil his purpose for me;Ps.138:8 

I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfils his purpose for me.Ps.57:2 We can and should pray that 
God’s will is doneMatt.6:10 but we must also play our part as well as pray our part! Many are the 
plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.Prov.19:21 No wisdom, wise saying or plan can 
succeed against the LORD. You can prepare a horse for the day of battle. But the power to win comes from the 
LORD.Prov.21:30-31 
So let’s continue to play our part and pray our part, believing (trusting) God to fulfil His 
purposes for our lives. With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy 
of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfil every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your 
faith.2Thes.1:11 Then like Paul, when we have fought the good fight of our faith and run our race to 
completion, we will claim our crown of righteousness: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.2Tim.4:7-8 And 
like David, we too will have fulfilled God’s purpose for us in our generation. 
 
Questions 
Now when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.Acts.13:36 
What is God’s glory? 
How were Adam and Eve like God? 
In what ways are we now like God? 
What is God’s purpose for our life. 
Can we reject God’s purposes for us? 
How can we fulfil God’s purpose for us? 
 
Openness 
Lord of immortality, before whom angels bow and archangels veil their faces, enable me to 
serve You with reverence and godly fear. You who are Spirit and require truth in the inward 
parts, help me to worship You in spirit and in truth. You who are righteous, let me not harbour 
sin in my heart, or indulge a worldly temper, or seek satisfaction in things that perish. I hasten 
towards an hour when earthly pursuits and possessions will appear vain, when it will be 
indifferent whether I have been rich or poor, successful or disappointed, admired or despised. 



  

But it will be of eternal moment that I have mourned for sin, have hungered and thirsted after 
righteousness, have loved the Lord Jesus in sincerity and have gloried in His cross. May these 
objects engross my chief solicitude (attentiveness)! Produce in me those principles and 
dispositions that make Your service perfect freedom. Expel from my mind all sinful fear and 
shame, so that with firmness and courage I may confess the Redeemer before men, go forth 
with Him bearing His reproach, be zealous with His knowledge, be filled with His wisdom, 
walk with His circumspection, ask counsel of Him in all things, repair to the Scriptures for His 
orders, stay my mind on His peace, and knowing that nothing can befall me without His 
permission, appointment and administration. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 18th July. Ps.119:65-72. Acts 14 
18/07/2021 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been 
with Jesus. Acts 4:13 
What’s your normal? At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 
spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed.Acts.14:1  
There is something very comforting about our childhood experiences which makes us feel 
secure. When we are stressed or distressed, we usually re-visit our family values or childhood 
experiences because subconsciously, they are our norm and those memories bring comfort and 
solace. For instance, Peter went fishing after Jesus died;Jn.21 David wanted water from his 
childhood home of Bethlehem;2Sam.23 the Exiles in Babylon longed for Zion.Ps.137 But not every 
childhood experience is necessarily good and not all our early values will edify, exhort or 
encourage us if we dwell on them. However, we can change our conscious and subconscious 
norm—through repeatedly thinking, speaking and putting into practice godly values—God’s 
values! Then when stress or distress come, rather than reverting to the destructive values of 
fear, doubt and unbelief we will revert to the constructive values of faith, hope and love. A 
habit is an established custom, a usual practice—something we do without having to think 
about it and here at our Church we promote habits of faith-full ideals, wholesome practices and 
godly values—and these will sustain us in times of trouble. Paul’s habit was to meet together 
with other Believers. At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 
spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. Acts.14:1 (At that time, the local 
synagogue was the place where god-fearing people met as there was no established church 
structure then.)  
Although James and Stephen were executed at the very beginning of the Church, generally the 
persecution at this time was verbal or an inconvenience, rather than lethal. Claudius had ordered 
all Jews to leave Rome.Acts.18:2 After they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing 
anything that deserves death or imprisonment.” Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if 
he had not appealed to Caesar.”Acts.26:31-32 Because of the freedom to travel and the initial openness 
of the Roman Empire, Christianity had spread all over the Roman Empire. Paul said the Gospel 
had been preached over the whole world (i.e. the Roman Empire). In the same way, the gospel is 
bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.Col.1:6;23 Gildas (A.D. 
516-570) a British Historian, states, Meanwhile, these islands ... received the beams of light that is, the 
Holy precepts of Christ, the true Sun at the latter part, as we know, of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (a Roman 
Emperor A.D. 14-37), so Christianity had spread to Britain before AD37! When the Letter to 
Hebrews was written, the persecution of God’s people was beginning to get nasty again. In your 
struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.Heb.12:4 The very people who 
were supposed to be the Covenant people of God were persecuting the real Covenant people 



  

of God! And not long after this, persecution became much harsher from both the Jews and the 
Romans—to declare your faith in Jesus Christ meant loss of life as well as loss of comfort. 
Today, the only persecution of Christians in this country is inconvenience and discomfort but 
over 340 million Christians suffer persecution and discrimination—including imprisonment, 
torture and execution because of their faith. Last year 4,472 churches and Christian buildings 
were attacked and 4,761 Christians were murdered for their faith. But whatever difficulties we 
experience in life—whether it is stress, distress, disease, discouragement, disappointment or 
even persecution, God’s antidote to all of life’s difficulties is the Church.  
The Church is not an organisation but the gathering of Believers. Church is meeting together 
in the Name of Jesus Christ, God’s Son for worship and spiritual encouragement. When 
people meet together there is always physical, social, mental, emotional support—but the 
distinctive of Church—of meeting together in the Name of Jesus Christ—is spiritual support: 
For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God's children. And since we are his children, we are 
his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God's glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also 
share his suffering. Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. Can 
anything ever separate us from Christ's love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, 
or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? …No, despite all these things, 
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us… No power in the sky above or in the earth below—
indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.Rom.8:16-39  

And so when Believers gather in the Name of Jesus there are some very clear expectations: 
Church should be a place where God’s glory is tangible. Glory belongs to God, whose power is at 
work in us. By this power he can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory belongs to God in the 
church and in Christ Jesus for all time and eternity! Amen.Eph.3:20-21 God’s glory is His presence and since 
Jesus was born God’s presence and God’s peace are linked: Today your Saviour, Christ the Lord, was 
born in David's city. This is how you will recognize him: You will find an infant wrapped in strips of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” Suddenly, a large army of angels appeared with the angel. They were praising God by saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those who have his good will!”Lk.2:11-14 We saw last 
week that God’s purpose for us is to be clothed in His glory and become a new person living in 
peace with God and each other. But God will not share his glory with another: I am the LORD; 
that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.Is.42:8 That is why we should always 
honour God and give Him the glory: Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 
be glad and give him glory!Rev.19:6-7 
Church should be a place where God displays His Wisdom: His intent was that now, through 
the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him 
we may approach God with freedom and confidence.Eph.3:10-12 Wisdom is the application of knowledge—it 
is acting on the information we have. And so, Godly wisdom is putting God’s Word into practice: 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock.Matt.7:24 My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.Lk.8:21 Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you.Phil.4:9 Ultimately, Wisdom is personified in Jesus. You are partners with Christ Jesus because of 
God. Jesus has become our wisdom sent from God, our righteousness, our holiness, and our ransom from sin.1Cor.1:30 

And the Holy Spirit imparts God’s wisdom to us: Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message 
of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit… All these are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.1Cor.12:7-11 Now Joshua son of Nun was 



  

filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and 
did what the LORD had commanded Moses.Deut.34:9 
Church should be a place where God’s Word is preached with prayerful and careful 
preparation. Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one 
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth.2Tim.2:15 They read from the Book 
of the Law of God and clearly explained the meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each 
passage.Neh.8:8 But sadly, not everyone will pay attention to God’s Word—however carefully and 
prayerfully the message is prepared and presented: For the time will come when people will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers 
to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 
myths.2Tim.4:3-4 Command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths 
and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God's work—
which is by faith. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of 
the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. [They set themselves 
up as experts on religious issues, but haven't the remotest idea of what they're holding forth with such imposing 
eloquence.]1Tim.1:3-7 As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together about you by the walls and at 
the doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from the LORD.' My 
people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but they do not put them into 
practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them 
you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they 
hear your words but do not put them into practice.Ezek.33:30-32 
Church should be a place where true prophecy is promoted. The first mention in the Bible 
of a prophet was Abraham—who prayed for others to be healed: [Abraham] is a prophet and he 
will pray for you and you will live.Gen.20:7 Prophecy is speaking on behalf of God—like Aaron spoke 
on behalf of Moses: Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your 
brother Aaron will be your prophet. You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to 
tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country.Ex.7:1-2 Although Prophesy may foretell, its main 
purpose is to forthtell—it is about promoting Jesus not predicting the future. True prophecy 
will always promote Jesus and Jesus’ values: Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.Rev.3:10 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy… But 
everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort... He who prophesies 
is.. so that the church may be edified.1Cor.14:1-5  
Church should be a place where we are committed to one another. We show our 
commitment by meeting practical and social needs and by edifying, encouraging exhorting one 
another. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved.Acts.2:42-47 Speak to people for their strengthening, encouraging and 
comfort… so that the church may be edified.1Cor.14:3-5 
Church should be a joyful place where we find spiritual and emotion strength. I was glad 
when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the LORD.” Our feet have been standing within your gates, 
O Jerusalem! Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together, where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
to the Testimony of Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD.Ps.122:1-4  Great is the LORD, and most 
worthy of praise, in the city of our God, his holy mountain. Beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth, 
like the heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion, the city of the Great King. God is in her citadels; he has shown 



  

himself to be her fortress.Ps.48:1-3 The Church described as Jerusalem (Mt. Zion): These two women serve 
as an illustration of God's two covenants. The first woman, Hagar, represents Mount Sinai where people received 
the law that enslaved them. And now Jerusalem is just like Mount Sinai in Arabia, because she and her children 
live in slavery to the law. But the other woman, Sarah, represents the heavenly Jerusalem. She is the free woman, 
and she is our mother… And you, dear brothers and sisters, are children of the promise, just like Isaac. But 
you are now being persecuted by those who want you to keep the law, just as Ishmael, the child born by human 
effort, persecuted Isaac, the child born by the power of the Spirit. But what do the Scriptures say about that? 
“Get rid of the slave and her son, for the son of the slave woman will not share the inheritance with the free 
woman's son.” So, dear brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman; we are children of the free 
woman.Gal.4:24-31 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, 
“I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”Rev.21:2-

5 
Church should be a place where we encourage and are encouraged. Church attendance 
should not be a formal ritual but a forum to encourage one another: And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:24-25 If we don’t 
encourage others when we meet together, we are not Church—even if we call it a 
“Church Service”! That’s why we should always bring something to give: So here's what I want 
you to do. When you gather for worship, each one of you be prepared with something that will be useful for all: 
Sing a hymn, teach a lesson, tell a story, lead a prayer, provide an insight.1Cor.14:23  

Old habits die hard and when life gets difficult we automatically revert to our old habits. So 
let’s make our old habits good old habits, and then when times of stress or distress come, we 
will be safe and secure because we automatically take comfort in God’s provision—the Church! 
So let’s ensure that at our Church, God’s glory is experienced, God’s wisdom is 
displayed, God’s Word is preached and God’s Son is worshipped. And let’s continue to 
make our Church renowned for our commitment, support and encouragement—and 
keep these standards as “normal” for Church.  
Questions for the Bible Study 
What’s your normal? At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 
spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed.Acts.14:1  
What is a habit? 
What godly habits should we form? 
What is the Church? 
What should Church be like? 
What are Biblical essentials for Church? 
What can we do to meet those Biblical essentials for Church? 
 
In Prayer 
O Lord, in prayer, I launch far out into the eternal world and on that broad ocean, my soul 
triumphs over all evils on the shores of mortality. Time, with its amusements and cruel 
disappointments, never appears so inconsiderate as then. In prayer, I see myself as nothing—
but I find my heart going after You with intensity and long with vehement thirst, to live to You. 
Blessed be the strong gales of the Spirit that speed me on my way to the New Jerusalem. In 
prayer, all things here below vanish, and nothing seems important but holiness of heart and the 



  

salvation of others. In prayer, all my worldly cares, fears, anxieties disappear and are of as little 
significance as a puff of wind. In prayer, my soul inwardly exults with lively thoughts at what 
You are doing for Your church and I long that You should get Yourself a great name from 
sinners returning to Zion. In prayer I am lifted above the frowns and flatteries of life and taste 
heavenly joys. In prayer, I can enter into the eternal world where I can give myself to You with 
all my heart and be Yours for ever. In prayer, I can place all my concerns in Your hands and be 
entirely at Your disposal, having no will or interest of my own. In prayer, I can intercede for 
my friends and family; for my church family and for sinners; for Your kingdom to come on 
earth as it is in heaven. In prayer, I can converse with You with great freedom and ardent 
hopes—as a son to his father and as a lover to the beloved. Help me to be all prayer and never 
to cease praying. (Puritan Prayers) 
 
Sunday 25th July. Ps.119:73-80. Acts 15 
25/07/2021 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do 
everything in love. 1Corinthians 16:13-14 
Different but not divided; Bruised but not broken; Best because we are blessed! 
Then Judas and Silas, both being prophets, spoke at length to the believers, encouraging and strengthening their 
faith. They stayed for a while, and then the believers sent them back to the church in Jerusalem with a blessing of 
peace.Acts.15:32-33 
Before the Church began, there were differences and divisions amongst Jesus’ Disciples—they 
rebuked people who brought children to Jesus;Matt.19:13 they tried to stop others from 
ministering;Lk.9:49 they argued over who was the greatest;Mk.9:33-34 Judas was a thief.Jn.12:6 After the 
Church began, there were still differences and divisions amongst Jesus’ Disciples—there were 
disputes;Acts.6:1;.15 criticisms;Acts.11:2 lawsuits;1Cor.6:4 cliques and party-spirit.Acts.15:5;1Cor.3:4 And down 
through Church history there has continued to be differences and divisions amongst Jesus’ 
Disciples. In the C4th Arius preached that Jesus was not the Eternal Word but was created—
and this heresy became the catalyst for the Nicene Creed: “We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father…” In the C16th it was the spiritual and moral 
corruption of the Church that became the catalyst for the Protestant Reformation. Albert of 
Brandenburg had bought the office of Archbishop of Mainz from the Pope and he was allowed 
to recuperate his expenses paid for it by selling “Indulgences”—which were permits that were 
thought to reduce the amount of punishment for sins.  
By preaching on the horrors of Hell and the fate of those in purgatory, the people would then 
be offered the chance to “buy themselves out of so much time in the fires of purgatory”1. A 
verse circulated at the time encapsulated the trust placed in indulgences: “As soon as the coin in 
the coffer rings, the soul into heaven springs” It was these Indulgences that so incensed Martin Luther 
and caused him to really seek God and resulted in his revelation that we are Justified by Faith 
alone—Sola Fides. From 1525-1530 at least 1000 Anabaptists were killed by Catholics—and 
similar number were also were killed by the Protestants (both Luther and Zwingli’s supporters). 
The Anabaptists were known as the Church of Radical Bible Readers because of their passion 
for reading the Bible—but they maintained that although Scripture was easy to understand, it 
was costly to obey! They were very strict in their belief that Church is for Believers and Believers 
only and Christianity is a way of life not a status.) In the early C20th the Pentecostals were 
ostracised by the main-stream Churches for their doctrine and practices—but within a decade 
the Pentecostals had a major split. Pentecostals had their roots in the Holiness Movement that 

 
1
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taught you had to be “sanctified” as well as “converted” in order to be saved. William Durham 
taught that Jesus finished His work of Redemption on the Cross and no other experience than 
conversion will save us and this “Finished Work Movement” divided the new Movement. There 
have been many more differences and divisions within the Church (even in our lifetime, such 
as “Jesus Only”) and we now have the (im)moral issues to contend with, but actually they are not 
new heresies but only the same old heresies revamped for today’s situation! However, the 
Church will triumph because Jesus is building the Church: Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ. 
You are the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! No mere man showed 
this to you. My Father in heaven showed it to you. Here is what I tell you. You are Peter. On this rock I will 
build my church. The gates of hell will not be strong enough to destroy it.Matt.16:16-18  
The hymn “The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord” was written by Samuel Stone in 
1866 in response to the heresies of John William Colenso, who was the first Bishop of Natal, 
South Africa. Colenso had denounced much of the Bible as untrue and when he was 
dismissed for his heretical teachings, he appealed the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
in London 1863. Samuel Stone, was Curate at Windsor at the time and wrote a set of hymns 
based on the Apostles' Creed titled: Lyra Fidelium ; Twelve Hymns on the Twelve Articles of the 
Apostles' Creed. "The Church's One Foundation" is based on the ninth article, The holy Catholic 
Church; The Communion of Saints. Colenso’s heresy is referenced in the lines “Though with a 
scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed.” This hymn was 
the inspiration for Rudyard Kipling's 1896 poem, “Hymn Before Action”. 
The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord, she is His new creation by water and the Word.  
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride; with His own blood He bought her and for her life He 

died. 
The Church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend, to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end:  
Though there be those who hate her, and false sons in her pale, against both foe or traitor she ever shall prevail. 

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed:  
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”  

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song! 
At the Last Supper, Jesus said that the broken bread represented His broken body: And he took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.”Lk.22:19 The Body of Christ was broken once upon the cross when He was 
punished for our iniquities: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.Is.53:5-6 It 
was on the Cross that God’s anger against sin was shown as He hid His face from Jesus: At the 
sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”Mk.15:33-34 But now God has promised that He will never be angry with us again. In a surge of 
anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,” says 
the LORD your Redeemer. “To me this is like the days of Noah, when I swore that the waters of Noah would 
never again cover the earth. So now I have sworn not to be angry with you, never to rebuke you again. Though 
the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my 
covenant of peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you..Is.54:8-10 After Jesus died, His 
broken body was laid in the grave, but on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead with an un-
broken body—He was alive and His body had been transformed (literally metamorphosed). Jesus’ 
mortal body had been exchanged for an immortal body1Cor.15 and He was whole.  
The Church is called the Body of Christ: Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it. And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 



  

then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.1Cor.12:27:28 Although the 
Church may look battered and bruised, the Church is actually holy and whole—we may 
be battered but we are not broken! Christ loved the church. He gave himself up for her. He did it to 
make her holy. He made her clean by washing her with water and the word. He did it to bring her to himself as 
a brightly shining church. He wants a church that has no stain or wrinkle or any other flaw. He wants a church 
that is holy and without blame.Eph.5:25-27 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.Eph.4:4-6 So we should live as whole people, thinking, speaking and acting as whole 
people not broken people. And we should make every effort to be at peace and maintain unity 
because our unity is a spiritual unity: If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.Rom.12:18 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace… So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth 
by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in 
their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.Eph.4:2-3;11-16 
We can be bruised without being broken: We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we 
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from 
God, not from ourselves. We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, 
but not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we 
are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus 
may also be seen in our bodies.2Cor.4:7-10  

We can be different without being divisive: I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be 
perfectly united in mind and thought.1Cor.1:10 I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions 
among you, and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of 
you have God's approval.1Cor.11:18-19 There should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other.1Cor.12:25 
We can be the best because we are blessed! Give praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. Those blessings come from the heavenly world. They 
belong to us because we belong to Christ.Eph.1:3 Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against 
them.Rom.4:8 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.Gal.3:9 
The Gospel is simple, settled and spiritual—but we must always keep Christ central: 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel2Tim.2:8 And we must 
never lose sight of the fact that we are saved by grace: For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.Eph.2:8-9 No! 
We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.Acts.15:11 There has always 
been heresy and apostasy in the Church and we need to be on our guard to protect ourselves 
from those who would deceive us or lead us astray. I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with 
well-crafted arguments.Col.2:4 You foolish Galatians! Who has cast a spell on you? Before your eyes Jesus Christ 
was vividly portrayed as crucified! The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by 
doing the works of the law or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? Although you began with the 
Spirit, are you now trying to finish by human effort? Have you suffered so many things for nothing? – if indeed 
it was for nothing. Does God then give you the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the works of 
the law or by your believing what you heard?Gal.3:1-5  But if we do go astray, there is always a way back: 



  

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world.Jn.2:1-2 However, although forgiveness is unconditional (that what 
Grace is), restoration is conditional on repentance. But now God commands all people everywhere to 
repent.Acts.17:30 But unless you repent, you too will all perish.Lk.13:5 Even if they sin against you seven times in a 
day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,' you must forgive them.Lk.17:4 Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance.Matt.3:8 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret.2Cor.7:10 Those 
whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.Rev.3:19-20 
Repentance will always include these 5 A’s 
1  Acknowledgement of the wrong  
2  Apology for the wrong  
3  Action of determination to change  
4  Appreciation of God’s forgiveness  
5  Attitude of grace, gratitude and gentleness towards God and people. 
Yes, we can be different but let us never be divided! Yes, we may be bruised but let us 
never be broken! Yes, we can be the best because we are blessed! So let us encourage 
and strengthen one another in our faith and leave each other with a blessing of peace. Then 
Judas and Silas, both being prophets, spoke at length to the believers, encouraging and strengthening their faith. 
They stayed for a while, and then the believers sent them back to the church in Jerusalem with a blessing of 
peace.Acts.15:32-33 
Questions 
Different but not divided; Bruised but not broken; Best because we are blessed! 
Then Judas and Silas, both being prophets, spoke at length to the believers, encouraging and strengthening their 
faith. They stayed for a while, and then the believers sent them back to the church in Jerusalem with a blessing of 
peace.Acts.15:32-33 
What did Jesus mean by “this is My body which is broken for you;”? 
How did God show His anger with sin? 
Why are there still differences and divisions within the Church? 
Who should decide what is an acceptable difference and what is an unacceptable 
difference (either doctrine or moral)? 
Should we place any conditions on divisive people if they want to return? 
What is the difference between forgiveness and restoration? 
 
Prayer of Confession and Petition  
Holy Lord, I have sinned times without number, and been guilty of pride and unbelief, of failure 
to find Your mind in Your Word, of neglect to seek You in my daily life. My transgressions and 
short-comings present me with a list of accusations, but I bless You that they will not stand 
against me, for all have been laid on Christ. Go on to subdue my corruptions, and grant me 
grace to live above them. Let not the passions of the flesh nor lustings of the mind bring my 
spirit into subjection, but rule over me in liberty and power. I thank You that many of my 
prayers have been refused. I have asked amiss and do not have, I have prayed from lusts and 
been rejected, I have longed for Egypt and been given a wilderness. Go on with Your patient 
work, answering 'no' to my wrongful prayers, and fitting me to accept it. Purge me from every 
false desire, every base aspiration, everything contrary to Your rule. I thank You for Your 
wisdom and Your love, for all the acts of discipline to which I am subject, for sometimes putting 
me into the furnace to refine my gold and remove my dross. No trial is so hard to bear as a 
sense of sin. If You should give me choice to live in pleasure and keep my sins, or to have them 



  

burnt away with trial, give me sanctified affliction. Deliver me from every evil habit, every 
accretion of former sins, everything that dims the brightness of Your grace in me, everything 
that prevents me taking delight in You. Then I shall bless You, God of Jeshurun, for helping 
me to be upright. 
 

  



  

August 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Understanding—comprehension; having insight or good 
judgement. 
Thought for the Month  
Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they do not understand, but 
the passages that bother me are those I do understand. Mark Twain 
Sunday 1st August. Ps.119:81-88. Acts 16 
01/08/2021 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 
How do you pray? About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them.Acts.16:25 

Wee Willie Winkie climbs the stairs; Wee Willie Winkie kneels to say his prayers: 
Hands together, eyes closed, a bowing of his head;  

Mumbles words his mother taught him—tumbles into bed. 
Wee Willie Winkie never fails to pray; Wee Willie Winkie knows just what to pray. 

Wee Willie wonders what good the words have done, 
For he has never prayed a prayer with words that are his own. (Gordon Baily) 

Prayer is a relationship with God and when we pray, we are expressing our dependence on Him. 
And so prayer is much greater than any one brief definition can give to it. Although we can 
pray at any time and at any place, we only communicate with God through Jesus Christ: Jesus 
answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 For there 
is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his 
life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time.1Tim.2:5-6 It 
is only people who believe in God in a New Covenant way— those who personally know and 
trust Jesus Christ—who have an open line of communication with God. We are made right with 
God by putting our faith in Jesus Christ. That happens to all who believe.Rom.3:22 The LORD is far from the 
wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.Prov.15:29 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the 
prayer of the upright pleases him.Prov.15:8 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly 
person who does his will.Jn.9:31 Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of 
sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were 
not able to obtain under the law of Moses.Acts.13:38-39 God wants everyone to come to faith He doesn't 
want anyone to be destroyed. Instead, he wants all people to turn away from their sins;2Pet.3:9 Of course non-
Christians (perhaps we should call non-Christians, “not-yet-Christians”!) can and should call out 
to God for help. God is gracious (grace is God’s unmerited favour) and God does help all who 
call on Him in truth—with no strings attached. Yes, God is only a prayer away! The LORD is 
near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.Ps.145:18  For instance, of the 10 people that 
came to Jesus for help, only 1 person had any faith and yet all 10 were healed! As he went into a 
village, ten men with a skin disease met him. They stood at a distance and shouted, “Jesus, Teacher, have mercy 
on us!” When he saw them, he told them, “Show yourselves to the priests.” As they went, they were made clean. 
When one of them saw that he was healed, he turned back and praised God in a loud voice. He quickly bowed 
at Jesus' feet and thanked him. (The man was a Samaritan.) Jesus asked, “Weren't ten men made clean? Where 
are the other nine? Only this foreigner came back to praise God.” Jesus told the man, “Get up, and go home! 
Your faith has made you well.”Lk.17:12-19  
So, how should we pray? The Bible gives us some clear instructions of dos and don’ts.  
We should pray to God as our heavenly Father, giving Him the glory and honour: Therefore, 
you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, Your name be honoured as holy. Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have 



  

forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation [Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted], 
but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.Matt.6:9-13 

But we don’t need to pray long prayers. When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way 
ungodly people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father 
knows what you need even before you ask him.Matt.6:8 Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your 
heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.Eccl.5:2 

We should pray to God in humility and trust: And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. When you pray, go into your room. 
Close the door and pray to your Father, who can't be seen. He will reward you. Your Father sees what is done 
secretly.Matt.6:5-7 Those who come to God must believe that he exists. And they must believe that he rewards those 
who look to him.Heb.11:6 Although our prayers are to God and are for His ears only, we don’t need to 
pray in a physical cupboard so that no one else can hear them. About midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.Acts.16:25 We can pray together 
in both small and large groups of Believers—and this is Scriptural: When they heard the report, all the 
believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: "O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and 
everything in them—you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit… But everything they did was determined beforehand 
according to your will. And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching 
your word. Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name 
of your holy servant Jesus." After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Then they preached the word of God with boldness.Acts.4:24-31 One day as we were going down to the place of 
prayer.Acts.16:16 But our prayers are to God and not to people. A hypocrite is like an actor who 
knows his lines word-perfect but is role-playing for the sake of the crowds. Our prayers should 
be real and from our heart, not a recitation of learnt lines like an actor. Jesus had some harsh 
things to say to hypocrites: Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and 
everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full 
of hypocrisy and wickedness.Matt.23:27-28 Jesus warned against hypocritical praying: Two men went up to the 
temple to pray. One was a Pharisee. The other was a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself. 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people,’ he said. ‘I am not like robbers or those who do other evil things. 
I am not like those who commit adultery. I am not even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week. And I give a 
tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector stood not very far away. He would not even look up to heaven. He beat his 
chest and said, ‘God, have mercy on me. I am a sinner.’ I tell you, the tax collector went home accepted by God. 
But not the Pharisee. Everyone who lifts himself up will be brought down. And anyone who is brought down will 
be lifted up.Lk.18:10-14 However, sometimes it is really helpful to pray prayers that others have 
prayed—such as the Puritan Prayers or hymns (actually, Wesley’s hymns were mostly written as 
“holy poems” and were only set to music later). The early Church used Scripture in their prayers: 
When the believers heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Lord and King,” they said, “you 
made the heavens, the earth and the sea. You made everything in them. Long ago you spoke by the Holy Spirit 
through the mouth of our father David, who served you. You said… Acts.4:24-25  
We should pray with an attitude of forgiveness and without holding grudges. In prayer, 
there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can't get forgiveness from God, for instance, 
without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God's part.Matt.6:14-15. If I 
had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice 
in prayer. Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!Ps.66:18-20 Although it 
sounds easy to forgive others, it can be hard to forgive when we are hurt or angry. But we can 
ask God to help us forgive others as He has forgiven us—and remember, we have a duty to 



  

forgive others. His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, 
so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused 
by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness… For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is near-sighted and blind, forgetting that they 
have been cleansed from their past sins.2Pet.1:3-9 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting 
up holy hands without anger or disputing.1Tim.2:8 

In his book, Porridge and Passion, Jonathan Aitken writes about the advice he was given: ‘ “You 
can't forgive anyone by will alone but what you could try is holding the whole problem up to God. You should 
ask Him to give you the gift of a forgiving heart. You will receive it and when you have received it then use it to 
forgive others. You will find that passing on God's gift will come quite naturally and easily to you.” Put like 
that it sounded worth trying, so I ceased the attempt to forgive specific individuals, and instead 
prayed for the more general gift of a forgiving heart. It was not granted the next day or for 
several days, but gradually it came just as the monk had said. After that, a great burden rolled 
away, my heart softened, I was willing to forgive any real or imagined adversary. From that time 
on I became free of bitterness, I have stayed that way ever since, with far greater inner peace. 
So I strongly recommend that advice to anyone else who is troubled by an inability to forgive.’ 
We should pray all sorts of prayers for all sorts of people. I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants 
all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.1Tim.2:1-6 

When we pray in public, we should ensure that we are heard and understood: About 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 
them.Acts.16:25 For if you praise God only in the spirit, how can those who don't understand you praise God along 
with you? How can they join you in giving thanks when they don't understand what you are saying? You will 
be giving thanks very well, but it won't strengthen the people who hear you.1Cor.14:16-17 

We should pray in the Holy Spirit (i.e. being led by the Holy Spirit when we pray): But you, 
dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves 
in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jude.1:20-21  
We should pray with our spirit and also with our mind (i.e. pray careful, thought-out prayers 
that make sense and have a purpose): For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 
So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but 
I will also sing with my mind.1Cor.14:14-15 
We should pray with thanksgiving. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never 
in labour.Is.53:12-54:1 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.1Thes.5:16-Mattaniah the director who led in thanksgiving and prayer.Neh.11:17 Three times a day 
he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.Dan.6:10 I have not 
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.Eph.1:16 I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy.Phil.1:3-4 We always thank God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you.Col.1:3 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And 
pray for us, too.Col.4:2-3 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers.Phile.1:2   
So, how do you pray? Prayer is predominantly praise and if we follow these Scriptural 
principles, our praying will be a joy not a chore and instead of being a ritual performance, prayer 
will become the regular pattern of life for us. Pray with an attitude of gratitude, keeping our 
prayers simple, keeping them honest and keeping them going. And remember, God doesn’t 



  

answer emotions, but He does answer faith and faith comes from hearing the Word of God—
not from what we do! 
Oral Roberts said: Don’t pray hard, pray easy! It’s not your prayers that does it—its God! 

———— 
You said you find it hard to pray, your prayer times empty pass; 

The air it feels like granite, and the ceiling seems like brass! 
You said your prayers don’t go beyond, the room; that you feel static. 

The ceiling! Who told you that God lives inside your attic? 
Whoever told you had it wrong, misplacing God’s true venue: 
The truth is, once invited there, that God resides within you.  

Gordon Baily 
 
Questions 
How do you pray? About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them.Acts.16:25 
Is there a protocol for praying to God? 
Does it matter if people hear us praying? 
Can we pray effectively with a bad attitude? 
Why should we pray for our national leaders? 
What does “I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding”1Cor.14:14-15 mean? 
What does “give thanks in all circumstances” mean? 
What does “pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing.”1Tim.2:8 mean? 
If we find ourself in a traumatic situation, how can we pray without being anxious? 
Contentment  
Heavenly Father, if I should suffer need, and go unclothed, and be in poverty, make my heart 
prize Your love, know it and be constrained by it, though I be denied all blessings. It is Your 
mercy to afflict and try me with wants, for by these trials I see my sins and desire severance 
from them. Let me willingly accept misery, sorrows, temptations, if I can thereby feel sin as the 
greatest evil, and be delivered from it with gratitude to You, acknowledging this as the highest 
testimony of Your love. When Your Son, Jesus, came into my soul instead of sin He became 
more dear to me than sin had formerly been; His kindly rule replaced sin's tyranny. Teach me 
to believe that if ever I would have any sin subdued, I must not only labour to overcome it but 
must invite Christ to abide in the place of it—and He must become to me more than vile lust 
had been, that His sweetness, power and life may be there. Thus I must seek a grace from Him 
contrary to sin, but must not claim it apart from Himself. When I am afraid of evils to come, 
comfort me by showing me that in myself I am a dying, condemned wretch, but in Christ I am 
reconciled and live; that in myself I find insufficiency and no rest, but in Christ there is 
satisfaction and peace; that in myself I am feeble and unable to do good, but in Christ I have 
ability to do all things. Though now I have His graces in part, I shall shortly have them perfectly 
in that state where You will show Yourself fully reconciled, and alone sufficient, efficient, loving 
me completely, with sin abolished. O Lord, hasten that day. (Puritan Prayers) 
 



  

Sunday 8th August. 119:89-96. Acts 17  
08/08/2021 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, 
for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. Proverbs 3:13-14 
Happy Families 
From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.Acts.17:26-27 
Why is there so much strife in the world when Mankind is actually one big family created by God 
and for God’s pleasure? God is perfectly good and full of love, so we can’t blame Him for the 
world’s troubles: The LORD is holy and kind. Our God is full of tender love.Ps.116:5 But the LORD who rules 
over all will be honoured because he judges fairly. The holy God will show that he is holy by doing what is right.Is.5:16 
And neither can we blame God for our own troubles: When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting 
me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone… My dear brothers and sisters, don't let anyone 
fool you. Every good and perfect gift is from God. It comes down from the Father. He created the heavenly lights. 
He does not change like shadows that move. Jas.1:13-17 I am the LORD. I do not change.Mal.3:6 And Jesus came 
to give us true life: I have come so they can have life. I want them to have it in the fullest possible way.Jn.10:10 Of 
course we could blame the devil for the world’s troubles because he is a thief who wants to kill 
and destroy: The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. Jn.10:10 Before we were born-again, the devil 
dominated our behaviour: “Why aren't my words clear to you? Because you can't really hear what I say. You 
belong to your father, the devil. You want to obey your father's wishes. “From the beginning, the devil was a 
murderer. He has never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. 
He does this because he is a liar. He is the father of lies.Jn.8:43-44 But Jesus has destroyed the devil’s work. 
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.1Jn.3:8 It was Jesus’ obedience to His Father that led 
Him to die on the cross where the devil was defeated and his work destroyed. God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us 
and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.Col.2:13-15 Since the children have 
flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of 
death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.Heb.2:14-15 

Christians have been converted, changed and empowered: God's power has given us everything we need 
to lead a godly life. All of that has come to us because we know the One who chose us. He chose us because of his 
own glory and goodness. He has also given us his very great and valuable promises. He did it so you could share in 
his nature. He also did it so you could escape from the evil in the world. That evil is caused by sinful longings.2Pet.1:3-

4 So although we may blame the devil, actually we must take responsibility for our own actions 
now. A person's own folly leads to their ruin, yet their heart rages against the LORD.Prov.19:3 But your own evil 
longings tempt you. They lead you on and drag you away. When they are allowed to grow, they give birth to sin. 
When sin has grown up, it gives birth to death.Jas.1:14-15 And the paradox of our faith is the tension between 
what God has done legally (redeemed us, justified us, sanctified us and freed us from our sin)—
and what we experience in our daily life: I truly delight in God's commands, but it's pretty obvious that not 
all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I least expect it, they take charge. I've tried 
everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn't that the 
real question? The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in this life 
of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to 
do something totally different.Rom.7:22-25 Paul later explained that although he hadn’t yet obtained 
perfection, he pressed on to the goal of his heavenward calling: I want to know Christ—yes, to know 
the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my 



  

goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.Phil.3:10-14  
Another illustration of the difference between what Jesus has done for us and our day-to-day 
experience would be Armistice. Armistice Day (11th November) commemorates the Armistice of 
1918 and the agreement that ended the fighting on the Western Front of WWI. Armistice went 
into effect at 11a.m. (Paris time) on 11 November 1918 ("the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month") and it marked the victory for the Allies and the defeat of Germany. Although 
the fighting ended at 11.00am on the 11th November, it took a further six months to actually 
end the war! The state of war between Germany and the Allied Powers (WW1) finally ended 
with a Peace Treaty (Treaty of Versailles) signed on 28 June 1919 in the Palace of Versailles and 
was registered by the Secretariat of the League of Nations on 21 October 1919. Fifteen years 
earlier during August 1914, H. G. Wells published some articles in a London newspaper where 
he argued that only the defeat of German militarism could bring about an end to war. These 
were later published as a book entitled The War That Will End War. Although originally idealistic, 
this phrase soon became used sarcastically with David Lloyd George saying, "This war, like the 
next war, is a war to end war." And as we know, WW1 did not stop any future wars (but neither 
has any war—or armistice—actually brought lasting peace!) Interestingly the 1953 Korean War 
Armistice Agreement was not followed by a peace treaty and so technically the Korean war has 
not ended! Although the Trump–Kim summit in 2018 resulted in signing a Declaration, it only 
agreed that both sides would "make active efforts to seek the support and cooperation of the international 
community for the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula". 
And although each year, millions remember those who died to set us free from the tyranny of 
political slavery and oppression, few remember the One who died to set us free from the 
tyranny of spiritual slavery and oppression. Unlike WWI, Jesus’ war really was the final war to 
end all wars because He defeated the greatest despot of all—satan. Jesus completely defeated 
the devil when He died on the cross—and like the Armistice of WWI in 1918—the agreement 
has been signed but the Peace Treaty has not been fully implemented! The full implementation 
of Jesus’ victory will happen when Jesus hands the Kingdom back to the Father after He 
destroys the very last enemy of all—death itself: Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under his feet.” 
Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, 
who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.1Cor.15:24-28 
God has not made a pact with the devil and His Armistice was not an agreement with the devil 
but between God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ (as the representative if Mankind). The 
agreement (covenant) was made with Jesus and by His death (i.e. in His blood): This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.Lk.22:20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the 
eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.Heb.13:20-21 As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free 
your prisoners from the waterless pit. Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope.Zech.9:11-12 Now there is 
nothing between us and God except Jesus—He has broken the barrier down and bridged the 
gap: In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of 
Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God 
and without hope. But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now 



  

you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He 
united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility 
that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace 
between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. Together as one body, Christ 
reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to 
death. He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the Jews 
who were near. Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has 
done for us.Eph.2:12-18  

After the end of WWII, one Japanese soldier did not believe that the war had ended and spent 
29 years hiding in the jungle on an island in the Philippines! He eventually surrendered in 1974—
but only after his former commander met him and reversed his 1945 orders to stay behind and 
spy on American troops. Sadly, some people do not know about the great Victory that Jesus has 
won for us, nor of the end of hostilities—hostilities between God and mankind and also 
hostilities between man and man.  
There are still many, many people who refuse to surrender to God because they do not believe 
that the war is over. But the Gospel—the Good News—is that God is our Peace: But the LORD 
said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there 
and called it The LORD is Peace.Jdg.6:23-24 He is the Prince of Peace: For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.Is.9:6 And He has established peace for us: LORD, you establish peace 
for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us.Is.26:12  This peace was accomplished at Calvary: 
As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this 
day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes… you did not recognize the time of God's 
coming to you.”Lk.19:41-44 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.Is.53:5 God wants all people to be at peace 
with Him: God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there 
is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for 
all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.1Tim.2:3-6 God wants all people to reach out to 
Him—in fact God has manoeuvred all the details of time, both massive and miniscule events, so 
people would seek Him and find Him. From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so 
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of 
us.Acts.17:26-27 God has made it easy for us to find Him—for instance, creation requires a Creator 
(even a big bang requires a big Banger!): The truth about God is plain to them. God has made it plain. 
Ever since the world was created it has been possible to see the qualities of God that are not seen. I'm talking about 
his eternal power and about the fact that he is God. Those things can be seen in what he has made. So people have 
no excuse for what they do.Rom.1:19-20 However, God is Spirit and until our spiritual eyes are opened, we 
cannot understand spiritual matters: Jesus said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you. 
Everything written about me must happen. Everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms must come true.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, 
“This is what is written. The Christ will suffer. He will rise from the dead on the third day. His followers will 
preach in his name. They will tell others to turn away from their sins and be forgiven. People from every nation will 
hear it, beginning at Jerusalem.Lk.24:44-47 But their minds were made stubborn. To this very day, the same veil 
remains when the old covenant is read. The veil has not been removed. Only faith in Christ can take it away. To 
this very day, when the Law of Moses is read, a veil covers the minds of those who hear it. But when anyone turns 
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Holy Spirit.2Cor.3:15-17 Some people don't have the Holy 
Spirit. They don't accept the things that come from the Spirit of God. Things like that are foolish to them. They 
can't understand them. In fact, such things can't be understood without the Spirit's help.1Cor.2:15 But even after 



  

we surrender our lives to God and are born-again, hostilities will remain in our minds unless we 
renew them. At one time you were separated from God. You were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
ways. But because Christ died, God has brought you back to himself. Christ's death has made you holy in God's 
sight. So now you don't have any flaw. You are free from blame. But you must keep your faith steady and firm. 
Don't move away from the hope that the good news holds out to you. It is the good news that you heard.Col.1:21-23 

We have to change the way we think—and we change way we think by renewing our 
minds with the Word of God: Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her to make her holy and 
clean, washed by the cleansing of God's word.Eph.5:25-26 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.Rom.12:2 The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the message 
concerning faith that we proclaim.Rom.10:8 God has given us everything we need: God's power has given us 
everything we need to lead a godly life. All of that has come to us because we know the One who chose us. He chose 
us because of his own glory and goodness.2Pet.1:3 But we still have to “enter” God’s rest: God's promise that 
we may enter his place of rest still stands. We are afraid that some of you think you won't enter his place of rest. 
We have heard the same Good News that your ancestors heard. But the message didn't help those who heard it in 
the past because they didn't believe. We who believe are entering that place of rest… If Joshua had given the people 
rest, God would not have spoken about another day. Therefore, a time of rest and worship exists for God's people. 
Those who entered his place of rest also rested from their work as God did from his. So we must make every effort 
to enter that place of rest. Then no one will be lost by following the example of those who refused to obey.Heb.4:1-11 

True peace comes from knowing God and Jesus Christ: To those who through the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance 
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:1-2 

Yes, the war is over and when we surrender to God we become citizens of heaven and can live 
in the blessings of God’s Kingdom. These blessings include being right with God; having peace 
with God; having God as our Father who cares and provides for us. The “paperwork has been 
completed and the treaties signed” but we have to accept God’s promises and act on them. So let’s 
do that, and live in the spiritual victory and freedom that Jesus has obtained for us—
then we will truly be a Happy Family! 
Questions 
Everything God made was good—so where did evil come from? 
Should we blame the devil for our problems? 
Jesus defeated the devil at Calvary so why is satan still troubling us? 
Will we ever be free from trouble? 
How can we overcome our problems? 
The Deeps  
Lord Jesus, give me a deeper repentance, a horror of sin and a dread of its approach. Help me to 
flee from sin and resolve that my heart shall be Yours alone. Give me a deeper trust, that I may 
lose myself to find myself in You, the ground of my rest, the spring of my being. Give me a 
deeper knowledge of Yourself as Saviour, Master, Lord, and King. Give me deeper power in 
private prayer, more sweetness in Your Word, more steadfast grip on its truth. Give me deeper 
holiness in speech, thought, action, and let me not seek moral virtue apart from You. Plough 
deep in me, great Lord, heavenly Husbandman, that my being may be a tilled field, the roots of 
grace spreading far and wide until You alone are seen in me—Your beauty, golden like summer 
harvest; Your fruitfulness, as autumn plenty. I have no master but You, no law but Your will, no 
delight but Yourself, no wealth but that which You give, no good but that which You bless, no 
peace but that which You bestow. I am nothing but what You make me. I have nothing but what 
I receive from You. I can be nothing but that what grace adorns me. Quarry me deep, dear Lord 
and then fill me to overflowing with living water.  



  

 
Sunday 15th August. Ps.119: 97-104. Acts 18  
15/08/2021 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, Ephesians 1:7-9 
What baptism did you receive?Acts.19:3 

When we talk of baptism we immediately think of a Christian ceremony but “baptism” literally 
means to dip, immerse, overwhelm or saturate. Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of 
bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot.Jn.13:26  The early translators didn’t know how to translate the Greek word “baptizo” into 
English so they transliterated it and made it into the word “baptism”. In everyday Greek “baptizo” 
is used to describe washing and the Bible mostly uses the word to describe a washing as a 
preparation to serve God. “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire… 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to 
fulfil all righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”Matt.3:11-17 His host 
was amazed to see that he sat down to eat without first performing the hand-washing ceremony (baptism) required 
by Jewish custom.Lk.11:38 However, the Bible also uses the word in a metaphorical way to describe 
being overwhelmed: I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! I have a terrible 
baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is accomplished.Lk.12:49-50 In each use 
of the word, Baptism always means “saturated”—either with water, with the Holy Spirit or with 
emotion.  
The Old Covenant ceremonies of the Tabernacle (and later, the Temple) were symbolical and 
illustrated the realities that Christ would bring with the New Covenant. Therefore do not let anyone 
judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath 
day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.Col.2:16-17 And 
so the rituals that the Priests performed when they served in the Temple, illustrated the spiritual 
realities that we have in Jesus Christ. Each morning before the Priests started their religious 
duties, they had to have a ceremonial bath to make them ritualistically “clean”. This was to 
illustrate their “spiritual cleanness” or holiness, which is essential to come near a holy God who is 
spiritually pure. For the customary bath required to have been taken before the superintending priest came 
round, since it was a principle that none might go into the court to serve, although he were clean, unless he had 
bathed. A subterranean passage, lit on both sides, led to the well appointed bath-rooms where the priests immersed 
themselves. After that they needed not all that day to wash again, save their hands and feet, which they had to 
do each time, however often, they came for service into the Temple.A.Edersheim, The Temple  
All Christians are priests under the New Covenant: As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by 
humans but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… But you are 
a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.1Pet.2:4-9 And we have the “ceremonial bath” of 
Believer’s Baptism where we are immersed in water to illustrate our holiness or “spiritual 
cleanness”. But unlike the OT Priests, we don’t need to be “baptised” each morning but once we 
are clean we only have to wash our feet (the parts that have got dirty) “No,” said Peter, “you shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon 



  

Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “A person who has had a 
bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”Jn.13:8-10 

Of course Baptism doesn’t save us and neither is it a requirement for serving God, but it serves 
as an illustration of what Jesus has done for us—that we are dead to our old life, alive to our 
new life and spiritually clean: God was patient while Noah was building the ark. He waited, but only a few 
people went into the ark. A total of eight were saved by means of water. The water of the flood is a picture of the 
baptism that now saves you also. The baptism I'm talking about has nothing to do with removing dirt from your 
body. Instead, it promises God that you will keep a clear sense of what is right and wrong. Jesus Christ has saved 
you by rising from the dead.1Pet.3:20-21  That is why Believers’ Baptism always follows conversion and 
can never precede it: Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned.Mk.16:16 Each of you must repent of your sins, turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ to show that you have received forgiveness for your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord 
our God.Acts.2:38-39 And so if a non-Christian is baptised, it is only has a religious bath and it has 
no spiritual value because Believer’s Baptism is an Acknowledgment of Faith in Jesus Christ: If 
you believe with all your heart, you can be baptized. [He answered] I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God.Acts 8:37 

Believer’s Baptism is an Act of Obedience: Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.Acts 2:38 Believer’s Baptism 
is an Answer of a good Conscience: Baptism now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but 
the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at God’s right hand.1Peter 3:21-22 Luke comments that those who aren’t baptised, reject 
God’s purpose for their life: All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, 
acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been baptized by John. But the Pharisees and experts 
in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.Lk.7:29-30 

The Christians at Ephesus had heard the Gospel from Apollos and were baptised for the 
forgiveness of their sins but weren’t aware of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit: While Apollos was 
at Corinth, Paul took the road to Ephesus. When he arrived, he found some believers there. He asked them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” “No,” they answered. “We haven't even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John's baptism,” they 
replied. Paul said, “John baptized people, calling them to turn away from their sins. He told them to believe in 
the one who was coming after him. Jesus is that one.” After hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Paul placed his hands on them. Then the Holy Spirit came on them. They spoke in languages they 
had not known before. They also prophesied.Acts.19:1-6 This “re-baptism” of the Ephesian Christians 
debunks the extreme and fallacious law code introduced nearly 500 years later by Emperor 
Justinian (A.D. 529) that made rebaptism one of the two heresies penalized by death (the other 
being Anti-Trinitarianism). During the Reformation this law was enacted by both Catholics and 
Protestants against the Anabaptists (Zurich decreed the death penalty for Anabaptists in 1526): 
“Since in both ecclesiastical and civil law Anabaptism is forbidden under severe penalties, and since the imperial 
code decrees and orders, on pain of the highest penalty of death, that no one shall have himself baptized a second 
time or baptize another . . . ." 
Apollos was a very eloquent and enthusiastic evangelist who came to Ephesus where he 
powerfully preached the Christian message. Although he knew all about the forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus’ death, Apollos did not know about the Holy Spirit being sent after Jesus 
ascended.Jn.14:16;16:7;Eph.4:8 However, Apollos had a teachable spirit and Priscilla and Aquila were 
able to lead him into the Holy Spirit Baptism as they explained the way of God more accurately. 
A man named Apollos came to Ephesus. He was a Jew, born in Alexandria, Egypt, and a terrific speaker, 
eloquent and powerful in his preaching of the Scriptures. He was well-educated in the way of the Master and 
fiery in his enthusiasm. Apollos was accurate in everything he taught about Jesus up to a point, but he only went 



  

as far as the baptism of John. He preached with power in the meeting place. When Priscilla and Aquila heard 
him, they took him aside and told him the rest of the story.Acts.18:24-26 Later, when Paul returned to Ephesus, 
he realised that there was something “missing”—the Believers were saved but there was no 
overflow of the Holy Spirit: Rivers of living water will brim and spill out of the depths of anyone who 
believes in me this way, just as the Scripture says.” (He said this in regard to the Spirit, whom those who believed 
in him were about to receive. The Spirit had not yet been given because Jesus had not yet been glorified.)Jn.7:38-39 

As soon as the Believers received the Holy Spirit they were praising God and talking 
about what He had revealed: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all 
who heard the message. They were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.Acts.10:44-46 When Paul placed his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came to them, and they began to talk in other languages and to speak what God had 
revealed.Acts.19:6 Conversion is the Holy Spirit coming into a person and the Holy Spirit 
Baptism is the Holy Spirit coming out of a person! The Baptism for repentance of sins is 
good, but this is only just the beginning of our Christian life—there is so much more to 
Christianity than just getting into heaven. We have an abundant life to live now.Jn.10:10 We 
are not living with spiritual ration cards—we have “steak on the plate while we wait” as well as “pie 
in the sky when we die”!!! As Wesley said: All this and heaven too! 
The Bible refers to “baptisms” rather than “baptism” and treats it as fundamental to our Christian 
faith: So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and 
become mature in our understanding. Surely we don't need to start again with the fundamental importance of 
repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. You don't need further instruction about baptisms, the 
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.Heb.6:1-2 Like a coin that has two 
sides and an edge, there are three aspects to one Baptism. There is the Baptism by the 
Holy Spirit. This is Conversion and at conversion we are immersed into the Body of Christ—
the Church: For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body.1Cor.12:13 All of us were baptized 
into Christ Jesus. Don't you know that we were baptized into his death? By being baptized, we were buried with 
Christ into his death. Christ has been raised from the dead by the Father's glory. And like Christ we also can 
live a new life. By being baptized, we have been joined with him in his death. We will certainly also be joined 
with him in his resurrection.Rom.6:3-5 That is why Church is not optional for Christians because we are 
integrally united to each other in Christ. There is the Baptism by water. This is a Believer’s 
declaration of conversion (of being Baptised into Christ’s Body). Then Peter said, “Can anyone 
keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.Acts.10:47-48 And then there is also the Baptism 
by Jesus into the Holy Spirit where Jesus immerses us with the Holy Spirit: ‘The man on whom 
you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I 
testify that this is God's Chosen One. Jn.1:33-34 This is the energy of the full Gospel: He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fireMatt.3:11 and empowers us to be Jesus’ witnesses: Wait for the gift my Father 
promised. You have heard me talk about it. John baptized with water. But in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit… But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem. You will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. And you will be my witnesses from 
one end of the earth to the other.Acts.1:4-8 
So, what baptism did you receive?Acts.19:3 Don’t be content with one or even two 
baptisms—you need all three! Let’s receive everything God gives us with thanksgiving 
and enjoy the blessings of our salvation. Stay continually immersed in God’s love and 
with God’s presence. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each 
other's faults because of your love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 
together with peace. For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the 



  

future. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father, who is over all and in all and living 
through all. However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ.Eph.4:2-7 

Questions 
What is Baptism? 
Who should be baptised? 
What does Baptism do for us? 
Is Baptism essential for salvation? 
Why do you think that rebaptism used to penalised by death?  
Do you think that Romans 6:1-14 refers to the Water Baptism of Believers or the conversion 
of a Believer (which Water Baptism signifies)?  [especially vs 4-5 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united 
with him in his resurrection.] 
 
Devotion  
God of my end, it is my greatest and noblest pleasure to be acquainted with You. It is sweet to 
look into my being when all my powers and passions are united and engaged in pursuit of You; 
when my soul longs and passionately breathes after conformity to You and the full enjoyment 
of You. No hours pass away with so much pleasure as those spent in communion with You. O 
how desirable, O how profitable to the Christian life is a spirit of holy watchfulness and godly 
jealousy over myself; when my soul is afraid of nothing except grieving and offending You, the 
blessed God, my Father and Friend, whom I love and long to please, rather than be happy in 
myself! May my joy derive from glorifying and delighting You. I long to fill all my time for You, 
whether at home or in the way; to place all my concerns in Your hands; to be entirely at Your 
disposal, having no will or interest of my own. Help me to live to You for ever, to make You 
my last and only end. 
 
Sunday 22nd August. Ps.119: 105-112. Acts 19  
22/08/2021 this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. Colossians 1:9 
The Full Gospel or the Fool’s Gospel? 
During WW2, food was limited and so the Government issued Food Ration Cards to ensure 
that there was enough food to go round. What used to be plentiful became scarce and regular 
food became a luxury—but everyone had some food—even if it was poor quality. Sadly, many 
Christians live in a “war mindset” and act as if they have spiritual “ration cards”—they have just 
enough to get by, but live way below the abundant life that Jesus talked about. To anyone 
looking objectively, this is a fool’s gospel instead of the full gospel! 
Last week we looked at Baptism and saw that the word was transliterated from the Greek, but 
in each use of the word Baptism means “saturated”—either with water, with the Holy Spirit or 
with emotion. We also saw that the teaching of “Baptisms” is foundation to the Christian faith: 
So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become 
mature in our understanding. Surely we don't need to start again with the fundamental importance of repenting 
from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. You don't need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on 
of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.Heb.6:1-2 The Gospel that we preach and teach 
includes the 3 aspects of baptism, which like a coin which has two sides and an edge—there is 
one Baptism with three aspects: Christ in us—Conversion: an immersion by the Holy Spirit 
into the Body of  Christ. (You can’t love God and not love His family: Christ has given us this 



  

commandment: The person who loves God must also love other believers.1Jn.421—and if  you love His family 
you will meet with them!) Christ on us—declaration of  our conversion: an immersion in water. 
Christ coming out of  us—an overflow of  the Holy Spirit: an immersion in the Holy Spirit 
by Jesus Christ. To be content with just 1 or 2 of these aspects of Baptism is to sell yourself 
short— we are not on spiritual ration cards because the war has finished! Here at Deal 
Pentecostal Church, we preach, teach and expect the “Full Gospel”. The “Full Gospel” we 
proclaim is a gospel of prosperity—not the world’s prosperity of money and an easy life but 
God’s prosperity of spiritual blessings. The greatest blessing of all is to know that our sins are 
forgiven: David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits 
righteousness apart from works: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed 
is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.Rom.4:6-8 When we know that our sins are 
forgiven, we have peace with God—and so we can live in contentment knowing that God has 
promised to meet all our needs by His Presence and Power. And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.Phil.4:19 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes? … But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.Matt.6:25-34 

God wants us to prosper (in the true sense of the word “prosper”): Beloved, I pray that you may 
prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.3Jn.1:3 The word “prosper” here means “a 
good journey” and if we are to have a good journey through life, we must ensure our soul prospers. 
That means, we must look after our soul and make sure that we stay spiritually healthy by 
trusting God at all times—which means, staying fellowship with God, His Word and His 
people. When we became a Christian, we were joined spiritually to God: But anyone who is joined 
to the Lord becomes one with him in spirit.1Cor.6:17 The Presence of God within us is not a “power” but 
the abiding Person of the Holy Spirit. I will ask the Father. And he will give you another Friend to help 
you and to be with you forever. The Friend is the Spirit of truth. The world can't accept him. That is because 
the world does not see him or know him. But you know him. He lives with you, and he will be in you.Jn.14:16-17 
God does not dwell in a building or even the bread and wine of Communion: But the Most High 
God does not live in houses made by human hands. As God says through the prophet, ‘Heaven is my throne. 
The earth is under my control. What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord. Where will my resting 
place be? Didn't my hand make all these things?’Acts.7:48-50 But God does dwell in Believers. Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.Col.1:27 Because God is a Trinity (Tri-unity) each Person of the Godhead is equally 
God and although it is actually the Holy Spirit who resides in us, we can say that God the Father 
and Jesus Christ His Son are both living within us. Jesus replied: Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love him. We will come to him and make our home with him.Jn.14:23  
Our prosperity has nothing to do with our own ability or natural strength but with God’s ability 
and strength—His presence within us. You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands 
have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth, Deut.8:17-18 It is easier to rely on God’s ability and strength when we recognise that 
our natural ability and strength is not enough—and so we need to consider ourselves to be dead 
to sin and to our self. In the same way, consider yourselves to be dead as far as sin is concerned. Now that 
you believe in Christ Jesus, consider yourselves to be alive as far as God is concerned.Rom.6:11 But he said to me, 
“My grace is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak.” So I am very happy to boast about how 
weak I am. Then Christ's power can rest on me. Because of how I suffered for Christ, I'm glad that I am weak. 
I am glad in hard times. I am glad when people say mean things about me. I am glad when things are difficult. 
And I am glad when people make me suffer. When I am weak, I am strong.2Cor.12:9-10 



  

To be spiritually prosperous we must desire to serve God and remain humble. “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift 
you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.1Pet.5:5-7 Therefore, whoever takes the 
lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.Matt.18:4 The kings of the nations hold power 
over their people. And those who order them around call themselves Protectors. But you must not be like that. 
Instead, the most important among you should be like the youngest. The one who rules should be like the one 
who serves. Who is more important? Is it the one at the table, or the one who serves? Isn't it the one who is at 
the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You have stood by me during my troubles. And I give you a 
kingdom, just as my Father gave me a kingdom. Then you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom.Lk.22:25-

29 We are citizens of heavenPhil.3:20 and so we should live by heaven’s values—as Jesus did! Be 
shepherds of God's flock, the believers who are under your care. Serve as their leaders. Don't serve them because 
you have to. Instead, do it because you want to. That's what God wants you to do. Don't do it because you want 
to get more and more money. Do it because you really want to serve. Don't act as if you were a ruler over those 
who are under your care. Instead, be examples to the flock.  The Chief Shepherd will come again. Then you will 
receive the crown of glory. It is a crown that will never fade away.1Pet.5:2-4 Although Jesus encouraged and 
pleaded with people to come to Him, He never imposed His will on others—and neither are 
we to impose God’s will on others (or impose our own will on others either!). We're not in charge 
of how you live out the faith, looking over your shoulders, suspiciously critical. We're partners, working alongside 
you, joyfully expectant. I know that you stand by your own faith, not by ours.2Cor.1:24 Instead, we are to lead 
by example: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
sisters.1Jn.3:16 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.Jn.13:15 Follow my example, as 
I follow the example of Christ.1Cor.11:1 However, when Jesus comes to judge the world in 
Righteousness, He will impose His will on people: So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment 
on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt for 
the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance? But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person 
according to what they have done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, 
he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be 
wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile; but glory, honour and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
For God does not show favouritism.Rom.2:3-11 There is a dire warning for those who are hypocrites—
especially for those who are called into a public Ministry of serving God: Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!Matt.23:23 Then this message came to me from the LORD: “Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds, the leaders of Israel. Give them this message from the Sovereign LORD: What 
sorrow awaits you shepherds who feed yourselves instead of your flocks. Shouldn't shepherds feed their sheep?Ez.34:1-

3 Brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers. You know that we who teach will be judged more 
severely.Jas3:1 
We should all want to succeed and prosper in life but we should make very effort to succeed in 
God’s Kingdom—and to succeed in God’s Kingdom, we must be like Jesus, who humbled 
Himself: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.Phil.2:6-11 Jesus is Emmanuel (God 
with us)Matt.1:23 and so because Jesus is with us, we have everything we need for spiritual success 
(which is what true prosperity is!): His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 



  

our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.2Pet.1:3 However, most Christians forget 
this when they face difficult situations and then they start to have all sorts of thoughts that are 
contrary to faith—remember, faith is the contentment to trust God and leave everything in His 
competent care! Although spiritual success is having a good reputation with God, we should 
also have a good reputation with people—both a moral reputation and an ethical reputation. 
Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and 
more powerful.Est.9:4 People who are not Christians must speak well of [us], or [we] might become the victim of 
disgraceful insults that the devil sets as traps for [us].1Tim.3:7 However, if we mess up and “blot our copy 
book”, God is gracious and gives us time to repent! I know all the things you do, and that you have a 
reputation for being alive—but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is 
almost dead. I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God. Go back to what you heard and 
believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again.Rev.3:1-3) Greatness in God’s estimation is 
being a servant. So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
[unprofitable] servants; we have only done our duty.'Lk.17:10 However, being God’s servant doesn’t mean 
that we are insignificant! Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. For the LORD God is a sun and 
shield; the LORD bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is 
blameless.Ps.84:10-11 Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.Prov.15:16 Although a 
wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know that it will go better with those who 
fear God, who are reverent before him. Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with them, 
and their days will not lengthen like a shadow.Eccl.8:12-13 Jesus said that we are not servants but His 
friends: You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.Jn.15:14-15 But actually, we will always be His servants—whatever our calling 
or ministry: Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.Rom.1:1  

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.Jas.1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of 
James.Jude.1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. 
He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John.Rev.1:1 

Full Gospel that we preach and teach is the 3 aspects of baptism: Christ in us—Conversion: 
an immersion by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ; Christ on us—declaration of our 
conversion: an immersion in water; Christ coming out of us—an overflow of the Holy 
Spirit: an immersion in the Holy Spirit by Jesus Christ. This Full Gospel gives us a happiness 
and contentment that the world is envious of, but is also a guarantee of rejection by the world’s 
system and especially by the world’s religion (including the world’s “Christianity”). The more 
like Jesus we become, the less like the world we are. Don't you realize that friendship with the world 
makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy 
of God.Jas.4:4 The Jews maligned Jesus: But when the Pharisees heard about the miracle, they said, "No 
wonder he can cast out demons. He gets his power from satan, the prince of demons."Matt.12:24 and the Jews 
maligned Jesus’ Followers. But some of them wouldn't listen. They refused to believe. In public they said evil 
things about the Way of Jesus. So Paul left them. He took the believers with him.Acts.19:9 Throughout Paul’s 
ministry it was nearly always the religious Jews who attacked him and stirred up trouble. 
Although Jesus has defeated the devil, the devil hasn’t given up and we are still in a spiritual 
struggle which will continue until the last enemy has been vanquished—and that last enemy is 
death. Christ must rule until he has put all his enemies under his control. The last enemy that will be destroyed 
is death. 1Cor.15:25-26 

When we face opposition and rejection, we should remember that Jesus is our Emmanuel 
and all the energy, life, power, grace and joy that we need to overcome and to live victoriously 
is already within us. And if Jesus has immersed us with the Holy Spirit, we can His life coming 



  

out of us! So, if you have not yet “received the Holy Spirit”Acts.19:2-6 don’t be foolish and short-
change yourself, living below God’s expectation for you. God still gives the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him: So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. Lk.11:13 Enjoy the full Gospel and never 
settle for a fool’s gospel of spiritual rationing! 
The Full Gospel or the Fool’s Gospel? 
Questions 
What is “prosperity”? 
Should Christians expect to prosper? 
What difference should having peace with God make to our daily lives? 
What did Jesus say about being great in God’s kingdom? 
How does God get our attention when we don’t listen to Him? 
What does it mean to enjoy life? 
To put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.1Tim.6:17 
That it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.Eph.6:3 
I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along 
well.3Jn.1:2 
Divine Support  
You are the blessed God, happy in Yourself, source of happiness in Your creatures, my Maker, 
Benefactor, Proprietor and Upholder. You protect and sustain me, support and indulge me, 
save and keep me—in every situation, You are able to meet my needs and wants. May I live by 
You and live for You—never being satisfied with my Christian progress save as I resemble 
Christ. May conformity to His principles, character and conduct grow hourly in my life. Let 
Your unexampled love, constrain me into holy obedience and render my duty my delight. If 
others deem my faith, folly; my meekness, infirmity; my zeal, madness; my hope, delusion; my 
actions, hypocrisy—may I rejoice to suffer for Your Name. Keep me walking steadfastly 
towards the country of everlasting delights—that paradise-land which is my true inheritance. 
Support me by the strength of heaven, that I may never turn back or desire false pleasures that 
will disappear into nothing. And as I pursue my heavenly journey, let me be known as a person 
with no aim but that of a burning desire for You and the good and salvation of my fellow man. 
 
Sunday 29th August. Ps.119:113-120 Acts 20 
29/08/2021 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by 
being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 1John.5:20 
The Purpose of Preaching: “speaking many words of encouragement to the people”Acts.20:2 

Different churches have different focuses in their services. Although we include the Lord’s 
Supper and worship in our services we make the Word of God central and especially the 
preaching of the Scriptures because faith comes from hearing the word (it is also our spiritual 
food and testifies of Jesus). We all need a “feel-good factor” and this is what elevates life from 
sadness to gladness and from mere existence to enjoyment—and the purpose of preaching is 
to give us a hope by sharing the Good News of God’s Kingdom. That’s why preaching is 
different from other speeches—preaching communicates God’s Word, makes God’s Word 
flesh, personifies theology, feeds hungry souls with spiritual bread, gives hope to those who are 
without hope and offers life to those who are in despair. When people hear God’s Word they 
can reach out to God in faith: So faith comes from hearing the message. And the message that is heard is 
the word of Christ.Rom.10:17 Preaching is basic to both evangelism and pastoral care, but preaching 
is not restricted to the pulpit in a Church setting. Francis of Assis spoke of preaching without 



  

words! And although there are many ways of communicating God’s Word, the Gospel should 
be an encouragement not a discouragement, an exhortation not a condemnation: Paul sent for 
the disciples and, after encouraging them, said goodbye and set out for Macedonia. He travelled through that 
area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people.Acts.20:1-2 Even John the Baptist’s preaching was 
an exhortation: The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country 
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins… And with many other words 
John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.Lk.3:23;18 Of course people need to know 
that they are sinners in need of a Saviour but it is the love of God that draws us to Him: I have 
loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.Jer.31:3 But the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour appeared. He saved us. It wasn't because of the good things we had done. It was because of his 
mercy. He saved us by washing away our sins. We were born again. The Holy Spirit gave us new life.Tit.3:4-5  

God has never intended that we live in isolation like a “hermit” and we would be foolish to do 
so: One who has isolated himself seeks his own desires; he rejects all sound judgment.Prov.18:1 We all need 
human companionship—someone to make us feel better and to encourage us—and we need 
human companionship in both good times and bad times. Right at the beginning of human 
history God said: It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper (or companion) who is just right 
for himGen.2:18 and so, whether we are married or single we should all be part of a “family”—God 
sets the lonely in families.Ps.68:6 And as we have seen over the last few weeks, a Christian is not just 
someone with a ticket into heaven or even someone who has the right theology—although that 
is important! A Christian is someone who is immersed into the Body of Christ by the Holy 
Spirit. Of course, there are Christians who are going to heaven and have a head-knowledge of 
theology yet don’t live out their faith within the extended family of the local Church—but they 
are immature and carnal: We love because he loved us first. Anyone who says he loves God but in fact hates 
his brother or sister is a liar. He doesn't love his brother or sister, whom he has seen. So he can't love God, whom 
he has not seen. Here is the command God has given us. Anyone who loves God must also love his brothers and 
sisters. Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born again because of what God has done. And everyone 
who loves the Father loves his children as well. How do we know that we love God's children? We know it when 
we love God and obey his commands. Here is what it means to love God. It means that we obey his commands. 
And his commands are not hard to obey. That's because everyone who is a child of God has won the battle over 
the world. Our faith has won the battle for us. Who is it that has won the battle over the world? Only the person 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.1Jn.4:19-5:5 Someone once asked Wesley about being a Christian 
by themselves and he answered: Sir, you wish to serve God and go to heaven. Remember you cannot serve 
Him alone; you must therefore find companions or make them. The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion.Wesley’s 

Journals The most basic level of Christianity is to be blessed: All praise to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with 
Christ.Eph.1:3 But the highest level of Christianity is to be a blessing: You should remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'Acts.20:35 I will bless you. I will make your name great. 
You will be a blessing to others.Gen.12:2 The local Church congregation is the place where God displays 
His wisdom: God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the 
unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.Eph.3:10-11 And the local Church congregation is also the place where we can 
be a blessing as well as be blessed—where we can contribute to the well-being of others as well 
as receive support and encouragement ourselves. Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, 
be compassionate, be humble. That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. 
Instead, bless—that's your job, to bless. You'll be a blessing and also get a blessing.1Pet.3:8-9 But we don’t just 
draw on our own experiences for support and encouragement—our primary source of support 
and encouragement is from God: I lift up my eyes to the hills— where does my help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over 



  

you will not slumber.Ps.121:1-3 And when we have received support from God, we can then support 
and encouragement on to others: All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our 
merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. 
When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.2Cor.1:3-4 The LORD 
and King has taught me what to say. He has taught me how to help those who are tired. He wakes me up every 
morning. He makes me want to listen like a good student.Is.50:4 
God has commanded to be courageous and not to be afraid: This is my command—be strong and 
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.Jos.1:9 But it 
is often difficult to shake off discouragement or fear. It was after David was encouraged by 
Jonathan that he was able to encourage himself in God: Jonathan went to find David and encouraged 
him to stay strong in his faith in God. "Don't be afraid," Jonathan reassured him.1Sam.23:16 But David found 
strength in the LORD his God.1Sam.30:6  Later, David was able speak to his own soul—three times 
he writes: Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.Ps.42:5,11;43:5 David had a very motley group of companions 
Everyone who was in trouble, or who owed money, or who was unsatisfied gathered around David, and he became 
their leader.1Sam.22:2 But David did not depend upon his circumstances for support and 
encouragement and he certainly could not depend on his companions for support and 
encouragement! No, David depended on God for support and encouragement and drew his 
strength from Him. The LORD is my shepherd. He gives me everything I need. He lets me lie down in fields 
of green grass. He leads me beside quiet waters. He gives me new strength. He guides me in the right paths for 
the honour of his name. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid. You are with me. 
Your shepherd's rod and staff comfort me…Ps.23 In fact David was able to be at rest even when 
surrounded by enemies: The LORD had given him peace and rest from all of his enemies who were around 
him.2Sam.7:1 I will fear no evil, for you are with me… You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies.Ps.23:4-5 Paul was also a great encourager and he intentionally inspired others: He gave 
constant encouragement, lifting their spirits and charging them with fresh hope.Acts.20:2 This word 
“encouragement” literally means “to call to one's side,” and is sometimes translated comfort, exhort or 
entreat. 
Here are some practical ways for us to be encouraged in the Lord—and also to 
encourage one another: 
Attend Church meetings: Companionship is a 2-way relationship and so is Church 
commitment. We don’t try to intimidate people into meeting together—but we do provide 
opportunity for fellowship within the security of spiritual oversight. Church activities should 
have a spiritual authority that will enable people to reach out to God and receive the help they 
need from Him—and this is especially important for preaching: Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 
we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:23-25 Encourage and rebuke with all authority.Tit.2:15 
Fellowship: Christian fellowship is more than just attending Church—fellowship is the sharing 
of our lives because of our partnership in the Gospel. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.Acts.2:42 Christian fellowship is more than 
offering empathy or conveying nice thoughts to others—Christian fellowship is a partnership 
with God and with one another and so it will lead to action. Therefore if you have any encouragement 
from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.Phil.2:1-4  



  

Reading Scripture: Although we don’t venerate the Bible, we do place a very high value on 
the Scriptures. Scripture is the only trustworthy point of reference we have about God and His 
plan of salvation. You study the Scriptures carefully. You study them because you think they will give you 
eternal life. The Scriptures you study give witness about me. But you refuse to come to me and receive life.Jn.5:39-40 

[Paul] vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.Acts.18:28 We publicly read Scripture because we recognise the importance of hearing the 
Scriptures: Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.1Tim.4:1 So faith comes 
from hearing the message. And the message that is heard is the word of Christ.Rom.10:17 We also believe the 
Bible is inspired by God and is without any falsehood. God has breathed life into all of Scripture. It 
is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives 
whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, a man of God can be completely 
prepared to do every good thing.2Tim.3:16-17 Even though no language can be exactly translated into 
another language, we believe that the Holy Spirit who inspired the original authors also applies 
the Scripture and makes them alive and life-changing. For the word of God is living and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered 
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.Heb.4:12-13 Nay, if there be any mistakes in the 
Bible, there may as well be a thousand. If there be one falsehood in that book, it did not come from the God of 
truth.Wesley’s Journal For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance 
taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives 
endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so 
that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.15:4-6 Our 
Services are planned to help everyone have an accurate knowledge of God by understanding and 
communicating the meaning of the Bible—especially the 3Rs: Repentance, Remission of sins 
and Righteousness.  
Sharing our Faith: To testify of what you believe about God will always be encouraging—
both to those who hear and also to yourself as well: I long to see you so that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.Rom.1:11-

12 I pray that you will be active in sharing what you believe. Then you will completely understand every good thing 
we have in Christ.Philemon.1:6 
Prophecy: Prophecy will encourage, edify and exhort other Believers. But one who prophesies 
strengthens others, encourages them, and comforts them. A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened 
personally, but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens the entire church.1Cor.14:3-4 This is because true 
prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.Rev.19:10  

The Return of Jesus: This world is very temporary and one day each of us will have to take 
our leave: What person can live and not die? Who can escape the power of the grave?Ps.89:48 There's a proper 
time and way for people to do everything. That's true even though a person might be suffering greatly. No one 
knows what lies ahead. So who can tell a person what's going to happen? He can't stop the wind from blowing. 
And he doesn't have the power to decide when he will die.Eccl.8:6-8 But Believers have a certain hope: We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.Heb.6:19 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never 
die.Jn.11:25-26 Believers have the assurance that they will live in the glorious Presence of Jesus after 
they die: For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.1Thes.4:16-18 He died for us so that, whether we 
are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.1Thes.5:10-11 



  

The Grace of God: Joy, Gratitude and Generosity are inextricably linked to Grace as they all 
come from the same word in the Greek language of the NT. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.2Thes.2:16-17 I have written to you briefly, encouraging you 
and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.1Pet.5:12  
Let’s endeavour to make this week Encouragement Week by preaching God’s Word (both 
with words and without words) and help each other to stay strong in our faith in God. 1Sam.23:16 And 
use the opportunities we have to encourage one another to find strength in God—and also to 
remain strong in our faith. 
The Purpose of Preaching: “speaking many words of encouragement to the people”Acts.20:2 

Questions 
What is the difference between preaching and other public speaking? 
What does it mean to be blessed? 
Why is Church attendance important? 
Why is fellowship important? 
Why is reading Scripture important? 
Why is eharing our Faith important? 
Why is Prophecy important? 
Why is the Return of Jesus important? 
Why is The Grace of God important? 
 
Evening Praise  
Giver of all, another day is ended and I take my place beneath my great Redeemer's cross, where 
healing streams continually descend, where balm is poured into every wound, where I wash 
anew in the all-cleansing blood, assured that You see in me no spots of sin. Yet a little while 
and I shall go to Your home and be no more seen. Help me to gird up the loins of my mind, 
to quicken my step and to speed as if each moment were my last, so that my life is joyous and 
my death is glorious. I thank You for the temporal blessings of this world—the refreshing air, 
the light of the sun, the food that renews strength, the raiment that clothes, the dwelling that 
shelters, the sleep that gives rest, the starry canopy of night, the warm summer breeze, the 
flowers' sweetness, the music of flowing streams, the happy endearments of family, kindred and 
friends and the animate and things inanimate things that minister to my comfort—my cup runs 
over. Suffer me not to be insensible to these daily mercies—Your hand bestows blessings and 
Your power averts evil. I bring my tribute of thanks for the full warmth of faith, the cheering 
presence of Your Spirit, the strength of Your restraining will and Your spiking of hell's 
artillery—Blessed be my sovereign Lord! 
 

  



  

September  
Thought for the Month  
Christians are like teabags, you don't really know what they're like until you put them in hot 
water. Chip Ingram 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Hopefulness—confidence about the future or the successful outcome 
of something 
Sunday 5th September. Ps.119:121-128 Acts 21 
05/09/2021 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. Romans 5:5 
The Purpose of Prophecy Philip the evangelist, had four unmarried daughters who prophesied… a 
prophet named Agabus… said: The Holy Spirit says…Acts.21:8-11 
Last week we looked at the Purpose of Preaching and concluded that Preaching is 
communicating God’s Word and that our preaching should be an exhortation—whether we 
preach with words or without words. This week we are looking at the Purpose of Prophecy 
and like Preaching, Prophecy is about Jesus Christ the Son of God. For the essence of prophecy is 
to give a clear witness for Jesus.Rev.19:10 The New Testament refers to OT Prophets who spoke about 
Jesus: Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands 
upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have 
done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”Jude.1:14-15 Brothers, 
I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he 
was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his 
throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the 
grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.Acts.2:29-31 

This was to fulfil the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed?” For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: “He has 
blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. 
Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not 
confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise 
from God.Jn.12:39-43 

But the first Prophet actually mentioned in the Bible is Abraham: Give Abraham his wife back. He 
is a prophet. He will pray for you, and you will not die… Then Abraham prayed to God. And God healed 
Abimelech. He also healed his wife and his female slaves so they could have children again.Gen.20:7;17 Although 
there is no record of him actually prophesying, Abraham’s relationship with God enabled him 
to open the “closed doors” of infertility when he prayed. Prophets release the purpose of God! 
The next mention of a Prophet is Aaron: Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like 
God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet. You are to say everything I command you, and 
your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country.Ex.7:1-2 Aaron was to speak on 
behalf of Moses—Aaron was Moses’ “prophet” or spokesperson. Prophets speak on behalf of 
God! Under the OT anyone who spoke presumptuously on behalf of God was judged very 
severely: But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who 
speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.” You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when 
a message has not been spoken by the LORD?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does 
not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken 
presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.Deut.18:20-22 We are not under the Old Covenant but the New 
Covenant—however, prophesy still has an important role within the Church. There are several 
examples of Prophets in the early Church and Paul also teaches about prophecy within in the 
Church: During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, 



  

stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 
happened during the reign of Claudius.)Acts.11:27-28 The word “prophecy” generally refers to speech that 
reports something that God spontaneously brings to mind or “reveals” to the speaker but which 
is spoken in merely human words, not words of God. Because prophecy must be tested or 
evaluated, we can infer that people can prophesy incompletely or even inaccurately: Two or three 
people should speak what God has revealed. Everyone else should decide whether what each person said is right 
or wrong.1Cor.14:29 Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold 
on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful and he will do it.1Thess.5:19-24 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.1Jn.4:1-2 Nevertheless, we 
should bear in mind that the only true pattern of the Church is drawn from the teachings and 
examples in the New Testament. George Jeffreys wrote an excellent book called “Pentecostal 
Rays” (available in pdf format from our website) where he deals with the function of prophets 
in the Church.  
When Moses prophesied about a future Prophet, he said that everyone should listen to that 
Prophet: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow 
Israelites. You must listen to him… and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I 
command him. I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in 
my name.Deut.18:15-19 And that Prophet was Jesus:  By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see 
and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed 
him, as you can all see... For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.Acts.3:16;23 Jesus spoke with the anointing 
(empowerment) of the Holy Spirit: The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Jesus. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to 
them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”Lk.4:17-21 And when we speak, we too speak with 
an anointing (empowerment): Brothers and sisters, when I came to you I didn't come with fancy words or 
great wisdom. I preached to you the truth about God's love. I made up my mind to pay attention to only one 
thing while I was with you. That one thing was Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. When I came to you, I 
was weak and afraid and trembling all over. I didn't preach my message with clever and compelling words. As 
I preached, the Holy Spirit showed his power. That was so you would believe not because of human wisdom but 
because of God's power.1Cor.2:1-5 

Prophecy is more about forth-telling than fore-telling and can be summarised as 
Edification, Exhortation and Encouragement: But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 
strengthening, encouraging and comfort.1Cor.14:3 The gift of prophecy, when rightly guarded and controlled by the 
infallible written Word, is a means of high and true spiritual elevation for individual and church. But when used 
according to the dictates of the human mind without regard to the Scriptures, it can be the means of sinking both 
individual and church to the depths of despair. It is not to be wondered at that an all-wise God has stated in 
unmistakable language and defined in the clearest possible manner the uses and purposes of this extraordinary 
gift.G.Jeffreys And so a Christian Prophet is a Proclaimer who proclaims Jesus plainly, 
passionately and persuasively. Moses prophesied about a time when God would put His 
Spirit on all people so they could all prophesy: I wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and 
that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!Nu.11:29 This was fulfilled when the Church began on the 
Day of Pentecost. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 
they will prophesy.Acts.2:18 And since that Day of Pentecost every Christian is a prophet—we are all 

http://www.dealpentecostal.co.uk/PENTECOSTAL%20RAYS%20G%20Jeffreys.pdf
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called to proclaim Jesus plainly, passionately and persuasively through holy living and 
clear speech: But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets 
and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!”Rev.22:9 But when you proclaim his truth in everyday 
speech, you're letting others in on the truth so that they can grow and be strong and experience his presence with 
you.1Cor.14:3 And because there is a spiritual dimension to Christianity, our proclaiming carries an 
“anointing” and goes beyond merely “forth-telling”—we have words of eternal life and everlasting 
hope: The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue [given me the capacity to be his spokesman], to 
know the word that sustains the weary [may be able to give the word a special sense for the feeble]. He wakens 
me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my 
ears.Is.50:4-5 When we speak to others, the Holy Spirit can use our words to connect with their 
spirit and unlock their closed door (like Abraham did). But don't worry ahead of time about what you 
will say. Just say what God brings to your mind at the time. It is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit [don't 
worry about what you'll say. When the time comes, say what's on your heart—the Holy Spirit will make his 
witness in and through you].Mk.13:11 This may include “fore-telling” as God occasionally reveals things 
through the Spirit as in the case with Agabus (N.B. these revelations are unsought and unasked 
for): After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. Coming over 
to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the 
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’Acts.21:10-11 
However, the “fore-telling” aspect is really a very small part of the New Testament prophetic 
ministry. There is no teaching or example in the NT Church of “enquiring of a Prophet” or “receiving 
messages for guidance through the gift of prophesy.” The empowering of the Holy Spirit and the Bible 
(which is where the principles of the Kingdom are recorded), are all that we need for victorious 
Christian living: His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.2Pet.1:3-4 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give 
you everything you need.Matt.6:33 We don’t need a special “Word from God” in order to live in victory 
because we already have everything we need for life and godliness, however, God does give us 
“extras” as a token of His love—signs, wonders, miracles, words of knowledge, wisdom, 
encouragements and insight. These “extras” aren’t a sign of spirituality or even maturity, but 
they do encourage us by confirming what God has already said. Actually, it is usually because 
we aren’t spiritual or mature that God intervenes with “extras” to help us believe: In the Law it 
is written: “Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but 
even then they will not listen to me,” says the Lord. Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; 
prophecy.1Cor.14:21-22 But all Holy Spirit gifts (including prophecy) must be embedded in love—
charisma without character will never continue! But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show 
you the most excellent way. If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess 
to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,* but have not love, I gain nothing… And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual 
gifts, especially the gift of prophecy… But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, 
encouragement and comfort… he who prophesies edifies the church… Did the word of God originate with you? 
Or are you the only people it has reached? If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him 
acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord's command. If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored. 
Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But everything should be 
done in a fitting and orderly way. 1Cor.12:31-13:3;13:13-14:4;36-40  



  

Britannicus, a brother of Nero, visited a church in Rome in about AD50. The description of 
the service is not only inspiring but also a timely reminder that our worship is in Spirit and in 
Truth—that we have a prophetic ministry as we are the mouthpiece or spokesperson for God: 
Nothing could have been more simple than the order of worship... They had no distinctive dress, but wore the 
ordinary tunic or cloak of daily life, though evidently the best and neatest that they could procure… They knelt 
or stood in prayer, as though the mud floor were sacred as the rocks of Sinai, and every look and gesture was 
happy, as of those who felt that not only angels and archangels were among them, but the invisible presence of 
their Lord Himself. First they prayed; and Britannicus had never before heard real prayers. But here were men 
and women, the young and the old, to whom prayer evidently meant direct communion with the Infinite and the 
Unseen; to whom the solitude of private supplication, and the community of worship, were alike admissions into 
the audience-chamber of the Divine... But a new and yet more powerful sensation was kindled in his mind, when 
at the close of the prayers they sang a hymn… Britannicus listened entranced to the mingled voices as they rose 
and fell in exquisite cadence. He had heard in theatres all the most famous singers of Rome… But he had heard 
nothing which distantly resembled this melody and harmony of voices wedded to holy thoughts; and, although 
there were no instruments, the angelical, soft, trembling voices, seemed to him like echoes from some new and 
purer region of existence... When the hymn was over they sat down, and Linus rose to speak to them a few words 
of exhortation. He reminded them that they had been called from darkness to light, and from the power of satan 
unto God. He told them that they had fled to the rock of Christ amid a weltering sea of human wickedness, and 
though the darkness was around them he bade them to walk in the light, since they were the children of light... 
Were not their bodies temples of the Holy Ghost which dwelt in them, except they were reprobates? …The world 
was passing away and the fashion of it; their own lives were but as the withering grass and the fading flower; and 
was not the day of the Lord at hand? Jeffreys: Pentecostal Rays 

So let’s all aspire to testify about Jesus plainly, passionately and persuasively, recognising that 
there is a spiritual dimension to us and that we have God’s answer to the world living within 
us—His Name is Jesus!  
 
The Purpose of Prophecy Philip the evangelist, had four unmarried daughters who prophesied… a 
prophet named Agabus… said: The Holy Spirit says…Acts.21:8-11 
Questions 
What is prophecy? 
Can anyone prophesy? 
Is there a difference between OT Prophets and NT Prophets? 
What should we do when we are given a prophecy? 
Are we obliged to act on a prophecy (even if a respected and reputable person gives it)? 
How do we ensure that we are not deceived by people purporting to “hear from God”? 
Evening Prayer  
O lover of Your people, You have placed my whole being in the hands of Jesus, my 
Redeemer, Commander, Husband and Friend and You care for me in Him. Keep me holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners; may I not know the voice of strangers, but go to 
Him where He is, and follow where He leads. You have bathed me once for all in the sin-
removing fountain, cleanse me now from this day's defilement, from its faults, deficiencies of 
virtue and harmful extremes, that I may exhibit a perfect character in Jesus. O Master, who 
washed the disciples' feet, be very patient with me, be very condescending to my faults; go on 
with me till Your great work in me is completed. I desire to conquer self in every respect, to 
overcome the body with its affections and lusts, to keep under my flesh, to guard my 
manhood from all grosser sins, to check the refined power of my natural mind, to live entirely 
to Your glory, to be deaf to unmerited censure and the praise of men. Nothing can hurt my 
new-born inner man, it cannot be smitten or die; nothing can mar the dominion of Your 



  

Spirit within me; it is enough to have Your approbation and that of my conscience. Keep me 
humble, dependent, supremely joyful, as calm and quiet as a sucking child, yet earnest and 
active. I wish not so much to do as to be, and I long to be like Jesus; if You make me right, I 
shall be right. Lord, I belong to You, make me worthy of Yourself. 
 
Sunday 12th September. Ps.119:129-136 Acts 22 
12/09/2021 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour and my 
hope is in you all day long. Psalms 25:5 
God has chosen you—so what are you waiting for? 
God has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. You will 
be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be 
baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.Acts.22:14-16 
Paul the Apostle was exceptional but not an exception! He was an excellent model and although 
our experiences may not be as extreme as Paul’s, we should all model our expectations on his 
example. Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.1Cor.11:1 Join together in following my example, 
brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.Phil.3:17 Although 
life may seem haphazard and chaotic at times, we are not part of a great game of chance—God 
has a pre-planned purpose and direction for each of us. You made all the delicate, inner parts of my 
body and knit them together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! It is 
amazing to think about. Your workmanship is marvellous—and how well I know it. You were there while I was 
being formed in utter seclusion! You saw me before I was born and scheduled each day of my life before I began to 
breathe. Every day was recorded in your book! How precious it is, Lord, to realize that you are thinking about me 
constantly! I can’t even count how many times a day your thoughts turn toward me. And when I waken in the 
morning, you are still thinking of mePs.139:13-18 For those who love Him, God even makes bad things turn 
out for their good and His glory:  And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. God planned that those he had chosen would 
become like his Son. In that way, Christ will be the first and most honoured among many brothers.Rom.8:28-29 
Difficulties shouldn’t cause us to despair but instead they should direct us to God and develop 
our faith. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all.2Cor.4:17 The way we respond to difficulties will determine what effect they have on us: Dear 
brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you 
know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance 
is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.Jas.1:2-4  
There was an article in Christianity Today recently by Kristen Deede Johnson entitled “Our Theology of 
Prayer Matters More than Our Feelings”: 

‘I wrote that “prayer was the centre of my relationship with God.” I now see all sorts of red flags in 
this. I’d prayed as if my relationship with God depended on it, when in truth my relationship 
with God depends not on a spiritual practice but on his grace and mercy revealed in Jesus 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Rather than receiving prayer as a means of grace that 
God could use to strengthen my relationship with him, I’d understood prayer as the anchor 
of that relationship—and I’d put all of my weight and trust in prayer. Then, when my prayer 
life seemed gone, I was left unmoored and adrift. While I certainly believed that I was saved 
by grace rather than works, I also thought that my daily relationship with God essentially 
depended upon my times of prayer—which ended up making my prayers a lot like “works.” 
Based on my conversations with fellow believers and students over the years, it seems many 
of us view prayer this way—as something we have to do—which leaves us feeling guilty or 
ashamed that we’re not praying enough. Or we believe we’re distant from God because we 
haven’t been praying. The Bible offers a different picture of prayer. When we pray, we can 



  

rely on Jesus Christ, who is always praying for us and with us. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
goes so far as to say that Christ’s praying on our behalf is what makes our prayers true prayer. 
Prayer is not fundamentally about us pouring out our words, our hearts, or our emotions to 
God. “Christian prayer takes its stand on the solid ground of the revealed Word and has nothing to do 
with vague, self-seeking vagaries. We pray on the basis of the prayer of the true Man Jesus Christ. … We 
can pray aright to God only in the name of Jesus Christ.” When we pray “in Jesus’ name,” we 
acknowledge that our prayers depend on Jesus Christ, which gives us freedom. When 
we’re not tangibly aware of God’s presence in prayer, it’s okay. We are always connected by 
the Spirit to Jesus’ ongoing ministry of prayer, whether we feel it or not. When prayer doesn’t 
deliver the sense of intimacy we are expecting, we can find joy in knowing that our union 
with Christ is secure. When suffering and grief make it difficult to pray, we can rest in the 
reality that the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ will continue to intercede on our behalf. When 
we go through seasons of dryness, we can persevere in faith, remembering that our 
experience of prayer is not foundational. Jesus Christ himself is the foundation, the Word 
of God, who always lives to intercede for us. Through the years I’ve found that praying the 
words of Scripture reminds me of these freeing theological truths. In his book Psalms: The 
Prayer Book of the Bible, Bonhoeffer writes, “We learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us 
and speaks to us. … God’s speech in Jesus Christ meets us in the Holy Scriptures. If we wish to pray with 
confidence and gladness, then the words of Holy Scripture will have to be the solid basis of our prayer.” 
Bonhoeffer’s words ring true for me. Praying with the borrowed words of the Bible was 
one way God rebuilt my life of prayer on a more solid basis, reminding me that prayer is 
answering God, not generating my relationship with God.’ 

Yes, our theology of prayer does matter more than our feelings—but this applies to all of 
our theology. Good theology makes “easy” Christianity—it brings us into God’s rest!  
We are God’s Chosen People! But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.1Pet.2:9 However, God hasn’t chosen us in preference to anyone else or because we are superior 
to anyone else but because of His great mercy. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.1Pet.1:3-5 We do 
not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.Dan.9:18 God has chosen us 
out of the world in order to be different from the world but like Jesus: If the world hates you, keep in 
mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong 
to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.Jn.15:18-19 And we can know 
with a certainty that God has chosen us because we have responded to Him. For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.1Thess.1:4-5 
God has chosen us for a reason—God has chosen us to know His Will God has chosen 
us to see Him; God has chosen us to hear from Him; God has chosen us to be His 
Witnesses. 
God has chosen us to know His Will. God’s Will is that we obey Him—and He desires 
obedience more than anything. Lord, open my lips so that I can speak. Then my mouth will praise you. 
You don't take delight in sacrifice. If you did, I would bring it. You don't take pleasure in burnt offerings. The 
greatest sacrifice you want is a broken spirit. God, you will gladly accept a heart that is broken because of sadness 
over sin.Ps.51:15-17 But obedience is not automatic—it is a choice. Adam was created innocent and 
sinless but not obedient—and when the test came, he made the wrong choice and failed! For 
just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the 



  

one man the many will be made righteous.Rom.5:19 Jesus was born innocent and sinless but when His test 
came, He made the right choice by obeying God: Then I said, 'Look, I have come to do your will, O 
God–as is written about me in the Scriptures.'Heb.10:7 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but 
to do the will of him who sent me.Jn.6:38 Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.Lk.22:42 However, obedience was something that Jesus had to learn from hard choices: 
Even though Jesus was God's Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered.Heb.5:8 Although Jesus was in 
the form of God and equal with God, he did not take advantage of this equality. Instead, he emptied himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, by becoming like other humans, by having a human appearance. He humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, death on a cross. This is why God has given him an exceptional 
honour—the name honoured above all other names—so that at the name of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, 
and in the world below will kneel and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.Phil.2:6-11 
Maturity is about making the right choices: Solid food is for those who are grown up. They have trained 
themselves with a lot of practice. They can tell the difference between good and evil.Heb.5:14 We have to choose 
to do God’s will, not just pray for it: Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my 
teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.Jn.7:17 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.Matt.6:10 Doing God’s will shows that we love Him—and this has eternal 
consequences And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the 
beginning, his command is that you walk in love.2Jn.1:6 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the 
will of God lives forever.1Jn.2:17 
God has chosen us to see Him. Few of us will see the resurrected Jesus physically as Paul 
did, but we can all see Jesus spiritually when we meet together (i.e. be aware of His presence 
with us). Where two or three people meet together in my name, I am there with them.Matt.18:20 So when you are 
assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present.1Cor.5:4 However, we don’t 
need feelings to have faith—there is a greater blessing of believing without “seeing”: Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.Jn.20:29 We can also 
see Jesus in the Scriptures: The Scriptures you study give witness about me.Jn.5:39 Then Philip began with 
that same part of Scripture. He told him the good news about Jesus.Acts.8:35  
God has chosen us to hear from Him. Today, God speaks to us through Jesus: In the past 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the 
universe.Heb.1:1-2 Although we base our faith on all of the Scriptures, we must read them in the light 
of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension because we are New Covenant Believers. 
But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets 
and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear 
it.Matt.13:16-17 The Bible is more than just a picture book about Jesus—it was written about Him 
and for our instruction so that we might know what God is saying to us through Him. Jesus 
said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you. Everything written about me must happen. 
Everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms must come true.” Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written. The Christ 
will suffer. He will rise from the dead on the third day. His followers will preach in his name. They will tell 
others to turn away from their sins and be forgiven. People from every nation will hear it, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You have seen these things with your own eyes.Lk.24:44-48 God also speaks to us by the Holy Spirit. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.Rev.2:7 But the Holy Spirit never contradicts 
what He has already revealed in the Scriptures that He authored and so we must always consult 
the Scriptures to understand what the Holy Spirit is saying: Consult God’s instruction and the 
testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. Distressed 
and hungry… they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. Then they 



  

will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom.Is.8:20-22 Then we will be able 
to discern between good and God; morality and spirituality; helpful and holy.  
Ignorance concerning the Personality and work of the Holy Spirit has resulted in wrong, foolish 
and unintelligible conceptions. He has been regarded as the source of all kinds of inspiration, 
as the mysterious influence that inspires poets, musicians and artists, saints and sinners alike, 
and as a breath that pervades the atmosphere of a religious service. We well remember the 
illustration used by one who claimed to be a minister of the Gospel when dealing with the 
subject: “You have watched the musician draw his bow over the strings of the violin, and have been entranced 
at the exquisite melody produced. You have been enamoured of the paintings that speak with inaudible voice to 
the human soul and have taken flight on the wings of poetry to realms of untold bliss. That invisible influence 
behind the bow, and the brush, and in the poet, is none other than the Holy Ghost.” It did not occur to the 
preacher that soul-stirring music, entrancing paintings and fanciful poetry are sometimes 
produced by sinners of the deepest dye. The work of the Spirit upon such characters is that 
which produces conviction of sin. This is the only relationship we see between the Holy Spirit 
and sinners, until they repent and turn to God. Illustrations such as these but reveal great 
ignorance and are calculated to obscure the Personality of the Holy Spirit, and to make sinners 
believe that His work is not to convict of sin, but to console in sin. G.Jeffreys, Pentecostal Rays, 
Chapter 3. The Holy Spirit Personality. 
 

God has chosen us to be His Witnesses. Jesus’ last words to His disciples was that they must 
be His Witnesses—and if we follow Jesus, we are His Disciples too! We are to speak about 
what we have seen and heard of Him. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.Acts.1:8 When 
the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father—he will testify about me. And you also must testify.Jn.15:26-27 When we realise what Jesus has done 
for us, we will find it difficult not to talk about Him. As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.Acts.4:20 Testifying about Jesus doesn’t mean that we all have to knock on 
doors or preach on the streets but it does mean talking about Him—sharing what we believe: 
that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in 
Christ Jesus.Phile.1:6 But make sure in your hearts that Christ is Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to 
anyone who asks you about the hope you have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently and with respect. 
Live so that you don't have to feel you've done anything wrong. Some people may say evil things about your good 
conduct as believers in Christ. If they do, they will be put to shame for speaking like that about you. It is better 
to suffer for doing good than for doing evil if that's what God wants.1Pet.3:15-17 
So what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on 
His Name.Acts.22:14-16 All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that 
God’s way was right, because they had been baptized [by John]. But the Pharisees and the experts in the law 
rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized [by John].Lk.7:29-30 Baptism is more 
than a ceremony—baptism literally means to be immersed or saturated. Biblical Christianity 
is about being immersed in Jesus—in His Presence, His life and His love so that we “drip” Jesus 
and leave a trail of Him wherever we go. Let’s follow Paul’s example and be Jesus’ 
witnesses—but keeping our Christianity simple, sound and scriptural. “As for me, this is 
my covenant with them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit, who is on you, will not depart from you, and my words 
that I have put in your mouth will always be on your lips, on the lips of your children and on the lips of their 
descendants—from this time on and forever,” says the LORD.Is.59:21 
Questions 
God has chosen you—so what are you waiting for? God has chosen you to know his will and to 
see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all people of what you have 



  

seen and heard. And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on 
his name.Acts.22:14-16 
Why should we keep the basics of our Christian faith simple, sound and scriptural? 
What does it mean to be God Chosen People? 
What does it mean to know God’s Will? 
What does it mean to see God? 
What does it mean to hear from God? 
What does it mean to be God’s Witness? 
 
Evening Renewal  
My Father, if Your mercy had bounds, where would be my refuge from just wrath? But Your 
love in Christ is without measure. Thus, I present myself to You with sins of commission and 
omission against You, my Father, against You, adorable Redeemer, against You and Your 
strivings, O Holy Spirit, against the dictates of my conscience, against the precepts of Your 
Word, against my neighbours and myself. Enter not into judgment with me, for I plead no 
righteousness of my own, and I have no cloak for iniquity. This night I renew my penitence. 
Every morning I vow to love You more fervently, to serve You more sincerely, to be more 
devoted in my life, to be wholly Yours—yet I soon stumble, backslide and have to confess my 
weakness, misery and sin. But I bless You that the finished work of Jesus needs no addition 
from my doings, that His sacrifice is sufficient satisfaction for my sins. If future days be mine, 
help me to amend my life, to hate and abhor evil and to flee the sins I confess. Make me more 
resolute, more watchful and more prayerful. Let no evil fruit spring from evil seeds my hands 
have sown. Let no neighbour be hardened in vanity and folly by my want of circumspection. 
If this day I have been ashamed of Christ and His Word, or have shown unkindness, malice, 
envy, lack of love, unadvised speech or heavy temper, then let it be no stumbling block to 
others or dishonour to Your Name. Help me to set an upright example that will ever rebuke 
vice, allure to goodness and be evidence that the ways of Christ are lovely. 
 
Sunday 19th September. Ps.119:137-144. Acts 23 
19/09/2021 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience. 1Peter 3:15 
God expects that every man (and woman) will do their duty. My brothers, I have fulfilled my 
duty to God in all good conscience to this day.Acts.23:1 
The Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815) were a series of major conflicts led by Napoleon I against 
Great Britain, Austria, the Holy Roman Empire, Prussia, Russia, and several other monarchies. 
The wars stemmed from the unresolved disputes associated with the French Revolution and 
produced a period of French domination over most of continental Europe. These wars 
eventually ended on Sunday, 18 June 1815, with Napoleon’s defeat by Duke of Wellington at 
Waterloo in Belgium—resulting in Napoleon’ exile to St Helena until his death in 1821. It was 
here on St Helena that Napoleon appeared to have grasped the reality of the Christian faith. 
Henri Bertrand (who had been a General in Napoleon’s army) followed him into exile on St 
Helena and compiled Napoleon’s confidences in a book entitled "Les cahiers de Sainte Hélène". 
Bertrand’s conversation with Napoleon about his faith was put into a leaflet entitled “Napoleon”. 
“All who sincerely believe in Him [Jesus Christ] taste this wonderful, supernatural, exalted love, which is beyond 
the power of reason, above the ability of man… The more I (Napoleon), think of this, I admire it the more. 
And it convinces me absolutely of the divinity of Christ… I die before my time, and my body will be given back 
to the earth to become food for worms. Such is the fate which so soon awaits him who has been called the great 



  

Napoleon. What an abyss between my deep misery and the eternal Kingdom of Christ, which is proclaimed, 
loved and adored, and which is extending over time, the whole earth!” (The English translation of this tract 
on the Divinity of Christ is available from our Church website.) However, 10 years before the 
Battle of Waterloo, there was a naval engagement between the British Royal Navy and the 
combined fleets of the French and Spanish Navies about 40 miles northwest of Gibraltar, just 
off the coast of Cadiz, Spain by Cape Trafalgar. As Admiral Lord Nelson was preparing for 
battle, he signalled all the battle instructions to his ships but then decided that something extra 
was required and so he instructed his Signal Officer, Lieutenant John Pasco, to signal to the 
fleet the message "England confides that every man will do his duty" (“confides” means “is confident”) and 
added 'You must be quick, for I have one more to make which is for close action.' Pasco replied, 'If your 
Lordship will permit me to substitute the “confides” for “expects” the signal will soon be completed, because the 
word “expects” is in the vocabulary, and “confides” must be spelt,' Nelson said 'That will do, Pasco, make it 
directly.' And so, at around 11:45am on 21st October 1805, the most famous naval signal in 
British history was sent: “England expects that every man will do his duty". Later that day as Nelson 
lay dying, he was heard to say: “Thank God I have done my duty.”  
God too, expects that every man (and woman) will do their duty! So, what is our duty?  
Our primary duty is to love God with all our heart, soul and mind: “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment.Matt.22:36-38 To love God is the 
highest duty we can perform but this is not a sentimental love. To love God means to honour 
and obey Him—and to reverence and respect Him. The LORD our God has secrets known to no one. 
We are not accountable for them, but we and our children are accountable forever for all that he has revealed to 
us, so that we may obey all the terms of these instructions.Deut.29:29 But obedience to God is not out of fear 
but love and appreciation. Consider this: The Father has given us his love. He loves us so much that we are 
actually called God's dear children. And that's what we are.1Jn.3:1 This is love: not that we have loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the payment for our sins. Dear friends, if this is the way God loved us, 
we must also love each other.1Jn.4:10-11 She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very grateful. If the 
forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal.Lk.7:47 
We also have a duty to testify of God’s love revealed in Jesus—to proclaim the good news 
about Jesus Christ: Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of God.Lk.9:60 Although some 
Christians have a publicly recognised ministry of preaching formally structured sermons, all 
Christians are called to “preach” in the sense of testifying about God’s grace: my only aim is to 
finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of 
God’s grace.Acts.20:24 God expects every Believer to testify to His grace as shown in Jesus Christ 
because there is no other way to be saved: For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, 
'The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else! God has 
given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved."Acts.4:11-12 For the Believer there is no 
sacred/secular divide: On that day even the harness bells of the horses will be inscribed with these words: 
HOLY TO THE LORD. And the cooking pots in the Temple of the LORD will be as sacred as the basins 
used beside the altar. In fact, every cooking pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD 
Almighty.Zech.14:20-21 Our confession of this simple statement: “Jesus is Lord” means that our 
whole life is dedicated to God’s service. Our daily life is an act of worship because we are 
serving God: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since 
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving.Col.3:23-24 The Hebrew word “abad” is translated both work and worship: The LORD God took 
the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work (abad) it and take care of it.Gen.2:15 Worship (abad) the 
LORD your God and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among 
you.Ex.23:25 So our physical work is actually part of our spiritual worship. So here's what I want you 
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to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can 
do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix 
your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and 
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God 
brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.Rom.12:1-2  God has saved us to share our 
salvation (actually it is His salvation) and witnessing is our duty as a Believer as well as an act of 
worship. So when it comes to “preaching” or testifying to God’s grace, we need to do it passionately 
and precisely as well as ardently and accurately. We need to study the Scriptures so that we can 
share our understanding of God’s grace, confidently and authoritatively as well as effectively. We 
cannot worship God with lies or untruths: God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.Jn.4:24 That is why it is so important that we know, believe and obey the truth: Jesus spoke to 
the Jews who had believed him. “If you obey my teaching,” he said, “you are really my disciples. Then you will know 
the truth. And the truth will set you free.”Jn.8:31-32 Although witnessing what we know about God is our 
duty, it is also a high and holy calling: Yet I have written you quite boldly on some points to remind you of 
them again, because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the 
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.Rom.15:15-17 So when we 
“preach” or witness to what we have seen and heard of God, we are not being extra spiritual—we 
are only doing what God expects us to do. So you too, when you have done everything you were commanded 
to do, should say, ‘We are slaves undeserving of special praise; we have only done what was our duty.'Lk.17:10 Yet 
preaching the Good News is not something I can boast about. I am compelled by God to do it. How terrible for 
me if I didn't preach the Good News! If I preach because I want to, I get a reward. If I preach because I have to, 
I'm only doing my duty. Then what reward do I get? Here is what it is. I am able to preach the good news free of 
charge. And I can do it without making use of my rights when I preach it.1Cor.9:16-18 
We also have a duty to honour God by the way we live (our testimony is seen as much as it 
is heard!). God expects us to use the gifts He has given and He has given us an abundant life: 
My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.Jn.10:10 This abundant life includes being joyful and 
enthusiastic: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.Rom.12:11-12 Sincerity is not the same as soundness! Sincerity and 
zeal are good if mixed with the truth, but if sincerity and zeal are not mixed with the truth, they 
are  not safe and can even be dangerous! For instance, to zealously take the wrong medicine—
even in all sincerity—could be fatal! Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? Those people 
are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you from us, so that you may have 
zeal for them. It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always.Gal.4:16-18 Paul had been 
zealous and sincere when he persecuted the Church! If someone else thinks they have reasons to put 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, 
faultless. But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.Phil.3:4-7 We have an 
obligation and a duty to live under the dominion and authority of the Holy Spirit rather than 
dominion and authority of our own natural desires (the Bible calls this our “flesh”). Therefore, 
there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the 
Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death... Those who live according to the flesh have 
their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 
what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and 
peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those 
who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh 
but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject 



  

to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because 
of his Spirit who lives in you. Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to 
the flesh, to live according to it. For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.Rom.8:1-14 
Although Nelson changed his message from England confides that every man will do his duty" to 
“England expects that every man will do his duty" God is more than confident that we will do our 
duty—our duty of loving Him, of witnessing to Him and living a God-honouring life. And we 
can be confident that we will do our duty of loving God, of witnessing to Him and living a 
God-honouring life, because it is God working in us—and He will complete what He has 
started: being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.Phil.1:6 However, we still need to make every effort. In the NIV translation 
we are told 8 times to “make every effort”: Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.Lk 13:24 Let us therefore make every effort to do what 
leads to peace and to mutual edification.Rom.14:19 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.Eph.4:3 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following 
their example of disobedience.Heb.4:11 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.Heb.12:14 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge… For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-8 Therefore, my brothers and 
sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:10-11 So 
then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at 
peace with him.2Pet.3:14 So let’s make sure that, like Paul, we can say “I have fulfilled my duty to 
God in all good conscience to this day.” Then, like Nelson we will finish our lives saying: 
“Thank God I have done my duty”. 
Questions 
God expects that every man (and woman) will do their duty. My brothers, I have fulfilled my 
duty to God in all good conscience to this day.Acts.23:1 
What is our Christian duty? 
What does “Jesus is Lord” really mean? 
Does is matter what we say—what our conversation and vocabulary is like? 
Does is matter how we live—our lifestyle, our behaviour, our dress-code, the company 
we keep?  
How much effort do we need to make to live a Christian life? 
How can we be confident that we will do our duty toward God? 
 
Active Grace  
O God, may Your Spirit speak in me that I may speak to You. Lord Jesus, great High Priest, 
You have opened a new and living way by which a fallen creature can approach You with 
acceptance. Help me to contemplate the dignity of Your Person, the perfectness of Your 
sacrifice and the effectiveness of Your intercession. O what blessedness accompanies devotion, 
when under all the trials that weary me, the cares that corrode me, the fears that disturb me and 
the infirmities that oppress me, I can come to You in my need and feel peace beyond 
understanding! The grace that restores, is necessary to preserve, lead, guard, supply, help me; 
and here Your saints encourage my hope—they were once poor and are now rich, bound and 
are now free, tried and now are victorious. Every new duty calls for more grace than I now 



  

possess, but not more than is found in You, the Divine Treasury, in whom all fullness dwells. 
To You I repair for grace upon grace, until every void made by sin be replenished and I am 
filled with all Your fullness. May my desires be enlarged and my hopes emboldened, that I may 
honour You by my entire dependency and the greatness of my expectation. Prepare me for all 
the smiles of prosperity, the frowns of adversity, the losses of substance, the death of friends, 
the days of darkness, the changes of life, and the last great change of all. May I find Your grace 
sufficient for all my needs. 
 
Sunday 26th September. 10.30am Ps.119:145-152. Acts 24 
26/09/2021 But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
Isaiah 40:31 
I worship the God of our ancestors: I worship the God of our ancestors. I am a follower of the Way of 
Jesus... I believe everything that agrees with the Law. I believe everything written in the Prophets. I have the same 
hope in God that these men have. I believe that both the godly and the ungodly will rise from the dead. Acts.24:14-15 

Our English word “worship” is derived from the Old English word “weorþscipe”, meaning 
worthiness or worth-ship—to give worth to something. We were created with a purpose—and 
that purpose is to worship God: Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.Lk.4:8 

To worship God is to pay respect to God but because true worship is a heart issue, our homage 
must be a genuine reflection of both our lips and our lives. God is spirit. His worshipers must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.Jn.4:24 Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 
and proper worship.Rom.12:1 That is why worship is much more that a ritual or a liturgy—or even 
singing (although of course we can worship God using a liturgy and also with singing). Worship 
is obedience—after Abraham said that he was going to worship, God said that Abraham’s 
obedience was the reason for being blessed: “We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
…The Lord declares, “I will surely bless you… because you have obeyed me.”Gen.22:5;17-18 Worship and work 
are inseparable—and as we saw last week, the Hebrew word “abad” is translated both work and 
worship: The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work (abad) it and take care 
of it.Gen.2:15 Worship (abad) the LORD your God and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take 
away sickness from among you.Ex.23:25 Worship includes our everyday life as well as our spiritual life—
our actions and our attitudes: So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, 
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted 
to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed 
from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture 
around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you.Rom.12:1-2 Faith has legs and faith without action is not faith at all: Do you have 
to be shown that faith which does nothing is useless? Didn't our ancestor Abraham receive God's approval as a 
result of what he did when he offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the altar? You see that Abraham's faith and 
what he did worked together. His faith was shown to be genuine by what he did. The Scripture passage came 
true. It says, “Abraham believed God, and that faith was regarded by God to be his approval of Abraham.” 
So Abraham was called God's friend. You see that a person receives God's approval because of what he does, 
not only because of what he believes. The same is true of the prostitute Rahab who welcomed the spies and sent 
them away on another road. She received God's approval because of what she did.Jas.2:20-25 Abel’s offering was 
accepted because he gave his offering as an act of worship—i.e. in faith: It was by faith that Abel 
brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel's offering gave evidence that he was a righteous 
man, and God showed his approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example 
of faith.Heb.11:4 But Cain gave his offering out of duty and with a bad attitude. The LORD accepted 



  

Abel and his gift, but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked 
dejected.Gen.4:4-5 When we come to God with our offerings—our gifts of praise, prayer, appreciation 
and our money—we must do it with a right attitude and give them as token of God’s worth to 
us. No one is to appear before me empty-handed.Ex.23:15 Through Jesus we should always bring God a sacrifice 
of praise, that is, words that acknowledge him. Don't forget to do good things for others and to share what you 
have with them. These are the kinds of sacrifices that please God.Heb.13:15-16 When you come together, every one 
of you brings something. You bring a hymn or a teaching or a word from God.1Cor.14:26 Because Christian 
giving is an act of worship, we don’t beg for money or try to manipulate people into giving. Of 
course, we have to pay the bills with money, but we don’t give primarily to meet a need—we 
give as an act of worship and as a declaration that God will meet our needs. You sent me aid again 
and again when I was in need. Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to 
your account. I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my 
God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.Phil.4:18-20 Giving to God is a response to His blessings not a requirement 
for His blessings. It is a good principle to “sow a seed if you have a need,” but we should sow our 
seeds regardless of our needs. Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for 
you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well.Eccl.11:6 Good 
seeds will eventually produce a harvest of righteousness—but not necessarily a material harvest: 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and 
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.2Cor.9:10-11 Peacemakers who sow 
in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.Jas.3:18 And we should never use religion for financial gain: People 
whose corrupt minds have been robbed of the truth. They think that a godly life is a way to make a profit. A 
godly life brings huge profits to people who are content with what they have. We didn't bring anything into the 
world, and we can't take anything out of it. As long as we have food and clothes, we should be satisfied. But 
people who want to get rich keep falling into temptation. They are trapped by many stupid and harmful desires 
which drown them in destruction and ruin. Certainly, the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people who have set their hearts on getting rich have wandered away from the Christian faith and have caused 
themselves a lot of grief.1Tim.6:5-10 Praise should be passionate but empty praise will never make 
us prosper! Just saying say good things about God will not change our situation—even saying 
Bible verses! God has already blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus: Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ.Eph.1:3 But if we don’t believe what God has already done—and told us that He 
has done—then we are living in unbelief. When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly 
people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. [The world is full of so-
called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant. They're full of formulas and programs and advice, peddling 
techniques for getting what you want from God. Don't fall for that nonsense.] Your Father knows what you 
need even before you ask him.Matt.6:7-8 However, there is a cycle of sowing and reaping: Remember this: 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously… Now 
he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion.2Cor.9:6-11  

We worship the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. I worship the God of our ancestors. God is a 
title not a name and within the title of God there is the Person of God the Father, the Person 
of God the Son and the Person of God the Holy Spirit. After Jesus was baptized, he immediately 
came up from the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down as a 
dove to him. Then a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am 



  

pleased.”Matt.3:16-17 No one can worship God if they deny that Jesus Christ is God’s Son: Who is the 
liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the 
Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. As for you, 
see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in 
the Father. And this is what he promised us—eternal life.1Jn.5:22-25 Our method of worship today is 
completely different from Judaism because Jesus introduced the New Covenant—which made 
the Old Covenant obsolete: By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is 
obsolete and aging will soon disappear.Heb.8:13 We have direct access to God the Father through Jesus 
Christ His Son and so we don’t have an earthly holy place or an earthly priest to assist our 
worship—instead, we have a heavenly High Priest who is interceding for us: For there is only one 
God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity–the man Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase 
freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time.1Tim.2:5-6 But Jesus lives forever, 
so he serves as a priest forever. That is why he is always able to save those who come to God through him. He 
can do this because he always lives and intercedes for them.Heb.7:24-25 

Worship involves following Jesus Christ. I am a follower of the Way of Jesus. Syncretism is the 
blending of two or more religious belief systems and was a real issue for the early Church. But 
although they worked their way through the transition from Judaism and Christianity, syncretism 
is still an issue today. A few years ago there was a Muslim prayer service in St John’s Church, 
Waterloo, London and the vicar later described the service as “very moving”. He joined in the event, 
read a passage from the Bible and invited the congregation to give thanks to “the God that we love, 
Allah”. Although some evangelicals complained that it was offensive to Christians who are being 
persecuted for their faith around the world, there was not any action taken by the Church’s 
hierarchy! Six times in the New Testament, Believers are called “Followers of the 
Way.”Acts.9:2;19:9,23;22:4;24:14,22 The only way to God is through Jesus Christ. Jesus said: I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 Christ” means “Anointed One”—that 
is, God’s Chosen One who will bring deliverance to His people—and Jesus is God’s Chosen One, 
the Deliverer. For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.Acts.18:28 As a verb “christ” means to smear or anoint and in its common usage can refer to the 
rubbing of a shield with oil or painting of a house: Get up, you officers, oil the shields!Is.21:5 He says, “I will 
build myself a large palace with spacious upper rooms.” He cuts windows in its walls, panels it with cedar, and paints 
its rooms red.Jer.22:14 Because Believers were dogmatic in their conviction that Jesus is the only way to 
God and thus for salvation, they were persecuted and given the name “Christian” (little “christs”) to 
ridicule them. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.Acts11:26 But it is better to be right and 
ridiculed for it, than to be wrong and live a comfortable life. If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 
but praise God that you bear that name.1Pet.4:14-16 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked… 
When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their 
final destiny.Ps.73:3;16-17 Because we are in Christ (that is, our identity is joined to Jesus’ identity), we too 
are anointed. Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.2Cor.1:21-22 A “Christian” 
is someone who is anointed and empowered by God—and this is not an insult but an honour: 
The apostles went out of the High Council overjoyed because they had been given the honour of being dishonoured on 
account of the Name.Acts.5:41 
Worship involves believing the Scriptures. I believe everything that agrees with the Law. I believe 
everything written in the Prophets. We take God seriously and we take His Word seriously too. Whilst 
we believe everything written in the Scriptures, we also realise that the Law was a schoolmaster 
to lead us to Christ and so it does not restrict us today as it did in the OT era. Wherefore the Law 



  

was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ that we might be made righteous by faith. But after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a schoolmaster.Gal.3:24-25 The Holy Spirit is now our schoolmaster and He 
confirms everything about Jesus. But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to 
you from the Father and will testify all about me.Jn.15:26 This frees us from trying to keep the Law and 
enables us to rejoice in our true freedom: So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay 
free, and don't get tied up again in slavery to the law.Gal.5:1 However, although we believe that everything 
in the Bible is true, it’s purpose is to show God’s plan of salvation for mankind though Jesus 
Christ—and so we must read the Bible in the light of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and 
ascension. This is especially clear in the Messianic passages of Scripture like Isaiah7, 9 and 53 
—but is also true of the whole Bible! 
We worship with Hope. I have the same hope in God that these men have. I believe that both the godly and 
the ungodly will rise from the dead. Although Paul had the same hope in God as his fellow Jews, Paul 
also had faith—which they didn’t. Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.Heb.11:1 Many religions teach that there is life after death and some even teach that there 
is a judgement but only Christianity teaches that we can know for sure that we will rise to 
everlasting life. This is because God has already judged us, found us guilty and paid the penalty 
for our sins. He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself the pain that should have been 
ours. But we thought God was punishing him. We thought God was wounding him and making him suffer. But 
the servant was pierced because we had sinned. He was crushed because we had done what was evil. He was 
punished to make us whole again. His wounds have healed us. All of us are like sheep. We have wandered away 
from God. All of us have turned to our own way. And the LORD has placed on his servant the sins of all of 
us.Is.53:4-6 What we have to do is believe what God had said and done—and then accept God’s 
forgiveness! Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made 
him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.1Jn.5:-13 The Christian’s hope is a certain hope not a might-
be hope! Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of 
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.1Pet.1:3-5 

Let’s continue to worship God in Spirit and in TruthJn.4:24 by obeying Him—and live as 
anointed followers of Jesus Christ with living hope. It’s not only the right thing to do 
but it is also the best thing to do—and there are eternal consequences! 
I worship the God of our ancestors: I worship the God of our ancestors. I am a follower of the Way of 
Jesus... I believe everything that agrees with the Law. I believe everything written in the Prophets. I have the same 
hope in God that these men have. I believe that both the godly and the ungodly will rise from the dead.Acts.24:14-15 

Questions 
Define “worship” 
How can liturgy and songs help us in worship? 
Do we worship the same God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped? 
How is Christianity different from Judaism? 
What does it mean to be “Christian”? 
How important is the Bible to our worship? 
What is the Christian’s hope? 
Heart Corruptions  
O God, may Your Spirit speak in me, that I may speak to You. I have no merit so let the merit 
of Jesus stand for me. I am undeserving but I look to Your tender mercy. I am full of infirmities, 



  

wants and sin but You are full of grace. I confess my sin, my frequent sin, my wilful sin—all 
my powers of body and soul are defiled and a fountain of pollution is deep within my nature. 
There are chambers of foul images within my being; I have gone from one odious room to 
another, walked in a no-man's-land of dangerous imaginations and pried into the secrets of my 
fallen nature. I am utterly ashamed that I am what I am in myself. I have no green shoot in me 
nor fruit, but thorns and thistles; I am a fading leaf that the wind drives away; I live bare and 
barren as a winter tree, unprofitable, fit to be hewn down and burnt. Lord, have mercy on me. 
You have struck a heavy blow at my pride, at the false god of self and I lie in pieces before You. 
But You have given me another master and lord, Your Son, Jesus. And now my heart is turned 
towards holiness, my life speeds as an arrow from a bow towards complete obedience to You. 
Help me in all my doings to put down sin and to humble pride. Save me from the love of the 
world and the pride of life; from everything that is natural to fallen man and let Christ's nature 
be seen in me day by day. Grant me grace to bear Your will without repining and delight to be 
not only chiselled, squared, or fashioned but separated from the old rock where I have been 
embedded so long and lifted from the quarry to the upper air, where I may be built in Christ 
for ever. 
Hymns “Praise my soul” and “Abide with me.” 
Henry Francis Lyte (1 June 1793 – 20 November 1847) became Anglican Minister 1815 (same 
year as Waterloo). In 1816 he had an Evengelical conversion/revelation after visiting a dying 
minster; Lyte said that he had been mistaken in not having taken the Epistles of St. Paul "in their 
plain and literal sense." He began to study the Bible "and preach in another manner," following the 
example of four or five local clergymen whom he had previously laughed at and considered 
"enthusiastic rhapsodists." In 1817 became a curate in Marazion, Cornwall and married Anne 
Maxwell, daughter of a "keen Methodist." In 1824 Lyte moved to Brixham and established the first 
Sunday school in the Torbay area (800–1000 children). Lyte was asthmatic and by the 1840s, Lyte 
was spending much of his time in the warmer climates of France and Italy. Many of his 
congregation (including in 1846, nearly his entire choir) left him for Dissenter congregations 
(especially the Plymouth Brethren), after Lyte expressed High Church sympathies and leaned 
towards the Oxford Movement.. He died on 20 November 1847 at Nice, at that time in the 
Kingdom of Sardinia, where he was buried. His last words were "Peace! Joy!" His hymn, Abide with 
me was sung for the very first time at Lyte's funeral and was a favourite of King George V and 
Mahatma Gandhi. It is sung at the annual Anzac Day services in Australia and New Zealand; it 
is also used at Indian Republic Day's Beating Retreat Ceremony celebrations. Another of his 
hymns “Praise my soul the King of heaven” was used in the 1947 royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip, and also used as the opening hymn at the 2018 funeral of former U.S. President 
George H. W. Bush. 
 
 

  



  

October 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Reward—thing given in recognition of one's service, effort, 
or achievement 
Thought for the Month  
We learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to us… God’s speech in 
Jesus Christ meets us in the Holy Scriptures. If we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, 
then the words of Holy Scripture will have to be the solid basis of our prayer. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible 
 
Sunday 3rd October. Ps.119:153-160 Acts 25 
03/10/2021 Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long 
time, I know that it will go better with those who fear God, who are reverent before him. 
Ecclesiastes 8:12 
Life isn’t fair! It shouldn’t happen to a Christian! “I appeal to Cæsar”Acts25:11  
Life isn’t fair! The UK probably has the best form of government in the world—and also the 
best legal system too. But these systems are flawed because they are administered by people and 
people are flawed! So what can we do when things go wrong? Obviously our first response should 
be to appeal to God in prayer —but we should also appeal to God when things go right for us! 
Prayer is communion with God, where we first and foremost show our appreciation of Him by 
our praise and thanks (praise = eulogy, which means: “to say good words”); and in prayer we should also 
give our concerns to God—and then leave our concerns with Him (and also the burden of our 
concerns). Humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honour. 
Turn all your anxiety over to God because he cares for you. Keep your mind clear, and be alert.1Pet.5:6-8 God’s 
character is grace, love and compassion: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love.Ps.103:8 Jesus is also God—and so He has the same character as His Father: I and 
the Father are one.Jn.10:30 Jesus answered, “Don't you know me, Philip? I have been among you such a long time! 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. So how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?Jn.14:9 Your throne, O 
God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of justice will be the sceptre of your kingdom. You love righteousness 
and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil 
of joy.Ps.45:6-7 And if we are God’s children (and Jesus’ brother), then we should have the family 
likeness: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone who loves the 
Father loves his children, too. We know we love God's children if we love God and obey his commandments. 
Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome.1Jn.5:1-3 Pure, 
unstained religion, according to God our Father, is to take care of orphans and widows when they suffer and to 
remain uncorrupted by this world.Jas.1:27 The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such 
concern.Prov.29:7 However, God is no-one’s fool and we should never try to take advantage of His 
generosity. Those people are on a dark spiral downward. But if you think that leaves you on the high ground 
where you can point your finger at others, think again. Every time you criticize someone, you condemn yourself. It 
takes one to know one. Judgmental criticism of others is a well-known way of escaping detection in your own crimes 
and misdemeanours. But God isn't so easily diverted. He sees right through all such smoke screens and holds you 
to what you've done… Or did you think that because he's such a nice God, he'd let you off the hook? Better think 
this one through from the beginning. God is kind, but he's not soft. In kindness he takes us firmly by the 
hand and leads us into a radical life-change.Rom.2:1-4  
God’s children are automatically citizens of God’s kingdom—but God’s kingdom is a spiritual 
kingdom, not a physical, political or geographical kingdom: Jesus answered, “My kingdom doesn't 
belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would fight to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. My kingdom doesn't have its origin on earth.”Jn.18:36 But our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.Phil.3:10 Nevertheless, God has given 



  

mankind the responsibility of overseeing the geographical kingdoms of this world—kingdoms 
are the “domains” that are ruled over  by “kings” (that is what a kingdom is). And God expects 
rulers to rule righteously—irrespective of their personal trust in Him. God will hold rulers 
accountable for their use of power (and mis-use) and it makes no difference what their form of 
Government is—whether it is a Monarchy, a Democracy, or a Oligarchy; whether it is 
Colonialism, Socialism, Totalitarianism or Communism. Kings, be wise! Rulers of the earth, be warned! 
Serve the LORD and have respect for him. Serve him with joy and trembling. Obey the son completely, or he 
will be angry. Your way of life will lead to your death.Ps.2:10-12 And God expects us to pray for our 
rulers—even if they are rebelling against God and rule un-righteously: The first thing I want you to 
do is pray. Pray every way you know how, for everyone you know. Pray especially for rulers and their governments 
to rule well so we can be quietly about our business of living simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way 
our Saviour God wants us to live.1Tim.2:1-3 God also expects us be good citizens of our country. Everyone 
must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have 
been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and they will be punished… The authorities are God's servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, 
of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God's servants, sent for the very 
purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, 
but also to keep a clear conscience… Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and give 
respect and honour to those who are in authority.Rom.13:1-7 (N.B. Paul wrote this letter when Nero was 
Emperor.) 

But when there is a conflict between God’s values and this world’s values, we must 
make a choice and take the consequences. Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to 
obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.Acts.4:19-20 However, 
we can—and we should—use this world’s systems to promote justice and even confront 
injustice. Paul used his Roman citizenship to confront the injustices against him in Philippi: But 
Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw 
us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out. 
The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they 
were alarmed. They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the 
city.Acts.16:37-40 Paul also used the privilege of his Roman citizenship at Cæsarea to bypass the weak 
and corrupt local courts: Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be 
tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. If, however, I am guilty of doing 
anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, 
no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” After Festus had conferred with his council, 
he declared: “You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!”Acts.25:10-12 
Rulers and their governments rarely take into account the really important factors of the 
spiritual and eternal dimensions because they are focused on the here and now, on what can be 
experienced by our 5 senses—the physical and the tangible. In fact, the spiritual dimension is 
folly to them (at least the God dimension). Some people don't have the Holy Spirit. They don't accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God. Things like that are foolish to them. They can't understand them. 
In fact, such things can't be understood without the Spirit's help.1Cor.2:14 However, we Christians must make 
God’s kingdom our priority: Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, 
you do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving 
for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from 
this world. And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever.1Jn.2:15-17 So don't worry about these things, saying, 'What will we eat? What will 
we drink? What will we wear?' These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father 
already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you 



  

everything you need.Matt.6:31-33 But sadly, the Church has been influenced by this world’s values of 
prioritising the sensual over the spiritual and has reduced religion to a set of rules: So, then, if 
with Christ you've put all that pretentious and infantile religion behind you, why do you let yourselves be bullied 
by it? “Don't touch this! Don't taste that! Don't go near this!” Do you think things that are here today and 
gone tomorrow are worth that kind of attention? Such things sound impressive if said in a deep enough voice. 
They even give the illusion of being pious and humble and ascetic. But they're just another way of showing off, 
making yourselves look important.Col.2:20-23 

The Bible says that we cannot befriend God and the world: You are not faithful to God. Don't you know 
that to be a friend of the world is to hate God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. Don't you know what Scripture says? The spirit that God caused to live in us wants us to belong only to God. 
Don't you think Scripture has a reason for saying that? God continues to give us more grace. That's why Scripture 
says, “God opposes those who are proud. But he gives grace to those who are not.” So obey God. Stand up to the 
devil. He will run away from you. Come near to God, and he will come near to you.Jas.4:4-8 Obviously this doesn’t 
mean that we shouldn’t befriend the people of the world—because God loved the world so much that 
he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. God did not send his 
Son into the world to judge the world. He sent his Son to save the world through him.Jn.3:16-17 It is the world’s 
system that pollutes and corrupts: Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.Jas.1:27 Through his glory 
and integrity he has given us his promises that are of the highest value. Through these promises you will share in the 
divine nature because you have escaped the corruption that sinful desires cause in the world.2Pet.1:4 Don't copy the 
behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think.Rom.12:2 God values are righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.Rom.5:13 And people who are 
controlled by this world’s values of the material and the sensual are opposed to God’s values: Don't 
love the world and what it offers. Those who love the world don't have the Father's love in them. Not everything that 
the world offers—physical gratification, greed, and extravagant lifestyles—comes from the Father. It comes from the 
world, and the world and its evil desires are passing away. But the person who does what God wants lives forever.1Jn.2:15-

17 But we shouldn’t be afraid to use the resources available to us—even when they are administered 
by non-Christians. The system of the world is only opposed to God when it opposes God and the 
resources of the world should be used for the Kingdom’s advantage (which is also our advantage 
too): Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, 
they will welcome you to an eternal home.Lk.16:9—resources such as our Legal system (which is based on 
the Magna Carta), our Parliamentary system of the National Governments and Local 
Governments, the Emergency Services and the NHS, State Benefits, Gift Aid, etc. 
Christians are not exempt from difficulties nor unfairness, but we are promised justice—maybe 
not in this life but God will ultimately bring all things to a just conclusion. Since you call on a Father 
who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.1Pet.1:17 So let’s continue 
to remember that we belong to Jesus Christ and keep our heart alert to God and His 
kingdom, using His kingdom’s resources to our advantage—but also keep our mind alert 
and use this world’s resources to our advantage as well.  
 
It shouldn’t happen to a Christian! “I appeal to Cæsar”Acts25:11  
Questions 
How can we ensure that we don’t carry the burdens of our concerns? 
Describe God’s character 
How can we have the same character as God? 
Are rulers of countries placed there by God or people? (re: Divine rights of Kings) 
What involvement should a Christian have in society? 
How can we use the world’s resources for God’s Kingdom? 



  

Longings after God  
My dear Lord, I can but tell You that You know I long for nothing but Yourself, nothing but 
holiness, nothing but union with Your will. You have given me these desires and You alone can 
give me the thing desired. My soul longs for communion with You, for mortification of 
indwelling corruption—especially spiritual pride. How precious it is to have a tender sense and 
clear apprehension of the mystery of godliness and of true holiness! What a blessedness to be 
like You as much as it is possible for a creature to be like its Creator! Lord, give me more of 
Your likeness, enlarge my soul to contain fullness of holiness and engage me to live more for 
You. Help me to be less pleased with my spiritual experiences and when I feel at ease after 
sweet communings, teach me it is far too little that I know and do. Blessed Lord, let me climb 
up near to You, and love and pant for deliverance from the body of sin, for my soul mourns to 
think it should ever lose sight of its beloved. Wrap my life in divine love—keep me ever desiring 
You and more fixed on You. May I always humble and resigned to Your will, that I may be 
more fitted for doing and serving. 
 
Sunday 10th October. Ps.119:161-168 Acts 26 
10/10/2021 Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each 
person according to what they have done. Revelation 22:12 
How clear is your confession? I am happy to be able to give my answer before you today…Acts.26:2  
The value of a human soul is beyond price because every human being is made in God’s image—
whether a royal or a road sweeper—and they belong to God whether they acknowledge it or not. 
Every human being is created in God’s image and who can ever put a price on a human soul. No one can redeem 
the life of another or give to God a ransom for them—the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough.Ps.49:7-

8 And we should never underestimate the impact our testimony may have by maintaining a good 
confession—including our confession to rulers or national leaders: But you, man of God, flee from all 
this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his own time.1Tim.6:11-15 We have a duty to try to 
influence others—including by praying for them. First, I want all of you to pray for everyone. Ask God 
to bless them. Give thanks for them. Pray for kings. Pray for all who are in authority. Pray that we will live 
peaceful and quiet lives. And pray that we will be godly and holy. That is good. It pleases God our Saviour. He 
wants everyone to be saved. He wants them to come to know the truth.1Tim.2:1-4 And throughout history 
Believers have been able to influence national leaders—Wesley encouraged George III to 
relinquish the American Colonies, Mdme Guyon met with Louis XIV, Billy Graham used to 
telephone the Queen each Christmas. Jesus said that His followers would be witnesses in all the 
world (i.e. wherever they go)—and there is no limit on where we can go (other than the Holy 
Spirit’s presence)! But you will have power, when the Holy Spirit has come on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.Acts.1:8 But if we are not clear and 
credible in our testimony, we will lose the impact that we should have. However, our testimony 
should carry a spiritual “health-warning” as it will have consequences both for us and for those who 
hear it. The Greek word of for “witness” is “martyr” and because the early Christian witnesses often 
died for their testimonies, the word “martyr” entered the English language as a loanword, meaning 
someone who endures suffering and/or death on account of their witness.  
Paul the Apostle had the privilege of sharing his faith with Herod Agrippa II, Bernice and 
Drucilla (two of Herod’s sisters) and even the Emperor Nero—and Herod almost became a 
Believer! Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 



  

Christian?” Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me 
today may become what I am, except for these chains.”Acts.26:28-29 We know that there were believers in 
the household of Herod Antipas (who had John the Baptist killed and was Herod Agrippa’s 
uncle): He took his twelve disciples with him, along with some women… Among them were Mary Magdalene; 
Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s (Antipas) household and many others who were contributing 
from their own resources to support Jesus and his disciples.Lk.8:1-3 Now in the church at Antioch there were 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up 
with Herod the tetrarch – i.e. Antipas) and Saul.Acts.13:1 We also know that there were Believers in 
Nero’s household All God’s people here send you greetings, especially those who belong to Caesar’s 
household.Phil.4:22 Britannicus, a brother of Nero, visited a church in Rome in about AD50. Nothing 
could have been more simple than the order of worship... They had no distinctive dress… They knelt or stood in 
prayer, as though the mud floor were sacred …and every look and gesture was happy, as of those who felt that 
not only angels and archangels were among them, but the invisible presence of their Lord Himself. First they 
prayed; and Britannicus had never before heard real prayers. But here were men and women, the young and the 
old, to whom prayer evidently meant direct communion with the Infinite and the Unseen.  

A witness is simply a clear and accurate account of what we have seen and heard. Jesus was able 
to explain clearly and simply what God wanted us to know about heaven: The person who comes 
from above is superior to everyone. I, a person from the earth, know nothing but what is on earth, and that's all 
I can talk about. The person who comes from heaven is superior to everyone and tells what he has seen and heard. 
Yet, no one accepts what he says. have accepted what that person said, and I have affirmed that God is truthful. 
The man whom God has sent speaks God's message. After all, God gives him the Spirit without limit. The 
Father loves his Son and has put everything in his power. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, he will see God's constant anger.Jn.3:31-36 The Gospels are 
mostly personal testimonies of what the writers had seen and heard of Jesus: We proclaim to you 
the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and 
touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we 
have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the 
Father, and then he was revealed to us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so 
that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.1Jn.1:1-4 (Although Luke did not personally 
see or hear Jesus, he compiled an orderly account of Jesus’ ministry from eyewitnesses and so 
his Gospel is actually a collection of witness statements: Many have undertaken to draw up an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first 
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you have been taught.Lk.1:1-4)  
Our testimony should explain simply, clearly and credibly what we have seen and heard of 
Jesus—what we have experienced. When people see and hear what God has done for us, it 
should whet their spiritual appetite and encourage them to see what God can do for them. Paul 
replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become 
what I am, except for these chains.”Acts26:29 Our testimony doesn’t have to be a full-blown Gospel 
message but rather, be an “appetiser” with enough ingredients to get people hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.Matt.5:6 Jesus 
replied, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.Jn.6:35 We should keep our testimony factual and not embellish it to make it appear 
more dramatic because our testimony is actually a witness statement! Although our testimony 
doesn’t need to include everything about being saved, we should convey the basic ingredients 
of salvation. But God has helped me to this very day. So I stand here and give witness to both small and great. 



  

I have been saying nothing different from what the prophets and Moses said would happen. They said the Christ 
would suffer. He would be the first to rise from the dead. He would announce the light of life to his own people 
and to those who aren't Jews.Acts.26:22-23 And so here are some principles to guide us in preparing our 
testimony: 
Our testimony should be true to the Scriptures: I have been saying nothing different from what the 
prophets and Moses said would happen.Acts.26:22 Out testimony must agree with what was prophesied 
about Jesus in the OT and recorded about Jesus in the NT. God’s revelation to mankind was 
completed when the Scriptures were completed and so, unlike other religions such as the 
Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and Muslims, we have no “new revelation” other than what God 
has already spoken to us through Jesus—and recorded in the Scriptures. In the past God spoke to 
our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is 
the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became 
as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.Heb.1:1-4 No prophesy, dream 
or vision can add to God’s revelation that has been recorded in the Scriptures: I warn everyone 
who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person 
the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take 
away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. He 
who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.Rev.22:18-20 We mustn’t 
get distracted with spurious ideas that were not taught by Jesus in the Gospels, practised by the 
Apostles in Acts or taught in the Epistles: Let me be blunt: If one of us—even if an angel from heaven!—
were to preach something other than what we preached originally, let him be cursed. I said it once; I'll say it 
again: If anyone, regardless of reputation or credentials, preaches something other than what you received 
originally, let him be cursed.Gal.1:8-9 And we must beware of any speculation about “end-times” because 
every prediction has been proven false and none of wants to bring discredit to our testimony. 
God has made it clear that no-one knows when Jesus will return but when we should always be 
ready because Jesus will return! “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him 
go into heaven.”Acts.1:11 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage each other with these words.1Thess.1:14-18 If our testimony is not based on what God has said, 
we have no hope for ourselves and no hope to give to others: Consult God’s instruction and the 
testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. (People who 
contradict his word are completely in the dark.)Is.8:20 Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker.Is.45:9 
Our testimony is primarily about Jesus. Although our testimony is about what we know of 
God, our testimony is about Jesus not us! At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, 
“Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony 
of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.”Rev.19:10 Of 
course we can talk about what we were like but we have been re-created in Jesus’ likeness and 
our testimony is about new life in Christ: Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. The old 
is gone! The new has come! It is all from God. He brought us back to himself through Christ's death on the 
cross. And he has given us the task of bringing others back to him through Christ. God was bringing the world 
back to himself through Christ. He did not hold people's sins against them. God has trusted us with the message 



  

that people may be brought back to him. So we are Christ's official messengers. It is as if God were making his 
appeal through us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God!2Cor.5:17-20 And we 
should never give any credence to the devil—he is a defeated foe and so our victory is assured: 
O Lord, I bless You that the issue of the battle between Yourself and satan has never been uncertain, and will 
end in victory. Calvary broke the dragon’s head, and I contend with a vanquished foe, who with all his subtlety 
and strength has already been overcome. When I feel the serpent at my heel may I remember Him whose heel was 
bruised, but who, when bruised, broke the devil’s head.Puritan Prayers The devil is not even worth talking 
about and we should not devalue our holy lips with satan’s name! I said to the LORD, “You are 
my Lord. Without you, I have nothing good.” Those who lead holy lives on earth are the noble ones who fill me 
with joy. Those who quickly chase after other gods multiply their sorrows. I will not pour out their sacrificial 
offerings of blood or use my lips to speak their names.Ps.16:2-4  
Our testimony should be based on the fact that Jesus suffered, died and rose again: They 
said the Christ would suffer. He would be the first to rise from the dead..Acts.26:23 Jesus died for us that we 
might live: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.Is.53:5 Jesus is our only Hope—there are 
other helps available to us from medicine, science, etc., but our priority is the welfare of our 
spirit and Jesus is the only One who can help with our spiritual health. But if Jesus did not rise 
from the dead (not just resuscitated), we are deceived and are lying about God: And if Christ has 
not been raised, what we preach doesn't mean anything. Your faith doesn't mean anything either. More than 
that, we would be lying about God. We have given witness that God raised Christ from the dead. But he did 
not raise him if the dead are not raised… If Christ has not been raised, your faith doesn't mean anything. Your 
sins have not been forgiven. Those who have died believing in Christ are also lost. If Christ is our hope in this 
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But now Christ has come back from the dead. He is the very first 
person of those who have died to come back to life.1Cor.15:14-20 The Resurrection of Jesus is absolutely 
essential to us—not just as an historical fact but also because He now lives to intercede for us 
and empower us. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for 
which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained.2Tim.2:8-9 
Jesus was God’s one and only SonJn.3:16 but He is now God’s firstborn: When God brings his 
firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”Heb.1:6 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy.Col.1:18 The transition of Jesus from God’s “one and only” Son to His “firstborn” Son means 
that God now other sons. God’s children are all those who have receive Jesus as Lord: He came 
to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God. They are reborn–not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a 
birth that comes from God.Jn.1:11-13 This, then, is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven…Matt.6:9 
Our testimony should be based on the fact that God loves all people: He would announce the 
light of life to his own people and to those who aren't Jews.Acts.26:23 In Christ there is no racial, social or 
gender divisions: So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.Gal.3:26-29 Don't lie to one another. You're done with that old life. It's like a filthy set 
of ill-fitting clothes you've stripped off and put in the fire. Now you're dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of 
your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete. 
Words like Jewish and non-Jewish, religious and irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and uncouth, slave 
and free, mean nothing. From now on everyone is defined by Christ, everyone is included in Christ. So, chosen by 
God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet 
strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and 
completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It's your basic, all-purpose 



  

garment. Never be without it.Col.3:9-14 Not only is there hope but it is Jesus who brings this hope! For 
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.2Cor.4:6 
Our testimony should be the story of how Jesus has impacted us—both practically and 
spiritually. Of course, our emotions are affected, but we should try to keep our testimony clear 
and concise but also respectful. People will remember our personality as much (and probably 
more) than what we say: But dedicate your lives to Christ as Lord. Always be ready to defend your confidence 
in God when anyone asks you to explain it. However, make your defence with gentleness and respect. Keep your 
conscience clear. Then those who treat the good Christian life you live with contempt will feel ashamed that they 
have ridiculed you.1Pet.3:15-16 Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every 
opportunity. Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for everyone 
[The goal is to bring out the best in others in a conversation, not put them down, not cut them out].Col.4:5-6  It is 
not only what we say that is important but also how we say it. 
We have a certain hope in Jesus, so let’s continue maintain our good confession with courage, 
confidence and credibility, as communicate what God has done for us. And as people see the 
change that Jesus has made to our lives, they will see and hear a glimpse of Jesus. This is what the 
LORD of Heaven's Armies says: In those days ten men from different nations and languages of the world will 
clutch at the sleeve of one Jew. And they will say, 'Please let us walk with you, for we have heard that God is with 
you.'Zech.8:23 And remember, although we sow, it is God who makes it grow! 
Questions 
Briefly write your testimony—and then email it to me so I can put into a tract. 
Meeting God  
Great God, in public and private, in sanctuary and home, may my life be steeped in prayer, 
filled with the spirit of grace and supplication—and may each prayer be perfumed with the 
incense of atoning blood! Help me and defend me, until from praying ground I pass to the 
realm of unceasing praise. Urged by my need, invited by Your promises and called by Your 
Spirit, I enter Your presence and worship You with godly fear—awed by Your majesty, 
greatness, glory, but encouraged by Your love. I am all poverty as well as all guilt, having nothing 
of my own with which to repay You—but in the arms of faith, I bring Jesus to You, pleading 
His righteousness to offset my iniquities, rejoicing that He will weigh down the scales for me 
and satisfy Your justice. I bless You that great sin draws out great grace and that although the 
least sin deserves infinite punishment because it is done against an infinite God, yet there is 
mercy for me. For where guilt is most terrible, there Your mercy in Christ is most free and 
deep. Bless me by revealing to me more of His saving merits, by causing Your goodness to pass 
before me, by speaking peace to my contrite heart. Strengthen me to give You no rest until 
Christ shall reign supreme within me—in every thought, word and deed—in a faith that purifies 
the heart, overcomes the world, works by love, fastens me to You, and ever clings to the cross.  
 
Sunday 17th October. Ps.119:169-176 Acts 27:1-26 
17/10/2021 The LORD rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. 
1Samuel 26:23a 
The God of the Second Chance 
You should have taken my advice… Then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. But now I 
urge you to keep up your courage, Because not one of you will be lost.Acts27:21-22 

God has not promised us an easy life—but He has planned an enjoyable life for us. It is 
good for people to eat, drink, and enjoy their work under the sun during the short life God has given them, and 
to accept their lot in life. And it is a good thing to receive wealth from God and the good health to enjoy it. To 
enjoy your work and accept your lot in life–this is indeed a gift from God. God keeps such people so busy enjoying 



  

life that they take no time to brood over the past.Eccl.5:18-20 Newton's Third Law of Motion is: For every 
action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. Whilst this law or principle is primarily applied to 
physics, it has an application to every part of life. What we think and what we decide affects 
our actions—which in turn have reactions or consequences. God’s laws are for our protection 
and we ignore them at our peril: What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator.Is.45:9 Children, 
obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it's the right thing to do. Scripture says, “Honour 
your father and mother.” That is the first commandment that has a promise. “Then things will go well with you. 
You will live a long time on the earth.”Eph.6:1-3 

The typical Hebrew greeting is “Shalom” but this is far more than a casual “hello, how do you do”. 
“Shalom” means completeness, soundness and peace—and this is how God planned for us to live. God 
has called us to live in peace.1Cor.7:15 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.Heb.12:14 Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. 
And the God of love and peace will be with you.2Cor.13:11 The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make 
his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.Nu.6:24-26 

But true peace only comes from knowing God—both Father and Son: Grace and peace be yours in 
abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 This peace is not the absence of 
problems or difficulties but is the product of personally knowing God and to know God is 
eternal life: And what is eternal life? It is knowing you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent.Jn.17:3 And eternal life means that our sins are forgiven—which is the greatest blessing we can 
have: King David says the same thing. He tells us how blessed some people are. God makes those people right 
with himself. But they don't have to do anything in return. David says, “Blessed are those whose lawless acts are 
forgiven. Blessed are those whose sins are taken away. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord never counts against 
him.”Rom.4:6-8 7 Believers are called “blessed” because they are blessed: Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.Eph.1:3 
“Blessed” means “happy, contented, spiritually fulfilled and satisfied”. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it.Rev.1:3 And 
“blessed” means “happy, contented, spiritually fulfilled and satisfied”. Reconciliation to God affects 
every part of us (our spirit, soul and body) and also every part of our life. But now He has reconciled 
you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation.Col.1:22 God is the God who gives peace. May he make you holy through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept free from blame. May you be without blame from now until our Lord Jesus Christ 
comes. The One who has chosen you is faithful. He will do all these things.1Thess.5:23-24 
The difficulties we face arise for many reasons—and mostly from human sources (like the 
Captain of the ship Paul was sailing in). Trouble maybe of our own making because of our own 
genuine mistakes—but sometimes it is because of our wilful and intentional wrong behaviour! 
Sometimes we get distracted and the worries of this life and the lure of wealth choke us like thorns.Matt.13:22 
God has given us a “guide-book to life” and this is called “The Bible”. That is why we should all 
strive to read the Scriptures with understanding because we ignore God’s instructions and 
values at our peril. Don't let anyone fool you with words that don't mean anything. Because of things like 
that, God is angry with those who don't obey. So don't go along with people like that. At one time you were in 
the dark. But now you are in the light because of what the Lord has done. Live like children of the light. The 
light produces what is completely good, right and true. Find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with 
the acts of darkness. They don't produce anything good. Show what they are really like. It is shameful even to 
talk about what people who don't obey do in secret.Eph.5:6-12 Of course we should get rid of any “besetting 
sins”—the things that divert and distract us—although that is easier said than done! Since we are 
surrounded by so many examples of faith, we must get rid of everything that slows us down, especially sin that 
distracts us. We must run the race that lies ahead of us and never give up. We must focus on Jesus, the source 
and goal of our faith.Heb.12:1-2 Sometimes we simply don’t know what we should do and we 



  

inadvertently make wrong choices. But in many situations there is not a clear right or wrong 
choice to make and so we have to make decisions based on what we know about God and His 
values—Christian “common-sense”. But whatever the reason for the situation we find ourselves 
in—even if the difficulty is our own fault—God has promised to re-direct our lives for His 
glory and our good if we love Him. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.Rom.8:28 
God’s rules and values are not recorded just to define “sin” for us but also to protect us from 
sin and to provide His best for us. However, if we do sin, God is faithful and reliable. If we confess 
our sins, he forgives them and cleanses us from everything we've done wrong.1Jn.1:9 But God doesn’t “forget” 
our sins in a lapse of memory only to “remember” them again when we least expect it. No! God 
consciously and deliberately eliminates the record of our sins from His memory and He will 
never hold them against us—never! For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 
made holy. The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: “This is the covenant I will make with 
them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts and I will write them on their minds.” 
Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And where these have been 
forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.Heb.10:14-18 That is why our testimony should never focus 
on our bad past but on Jesus and how the historical and spiritual facts of Jesus’ death, 
resurrection and ascension have affected us. But God has helped me to this very day. So I stand here 
and give witness to both small and great. I have been saying nothing different from what the prophets and Moses 
said would happen. They said the Christ would suffer. He would be the first to rise from the dead. He would 
announce the light of life to his own people and to those who aren't Jews.”Acts.26:22-23 We must not focus on 
our sin (which God no longer has any record of) but on our Saviour who always lives!  
In order to reap the benefits of God’s second chance we must act on His instructions. We must 
believe that God really has removed the guilt of the past and has restored us. But we must also 
want to live in the blessings God that has for us. Esau was able to shake off the 
consequences of his failure and Jacob’s deceit—and so can we! By faith Isaac blessed Jacob 
and Esau in regard to their future.Heb.11:20 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? 
Bless me too, my father!” …His father Isaac answered him, “Your dwelling will be away from the earth's 
richness, away from the dew of heaven above. You will… serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you 
will throw his yoke from off your neck.”Gen.27:38-40  (Esau became a Patriarch of 11 tribesGen.36:40 and was 
eventually reconciled with his brother Jacob and together they buried their father: Isaac was 180 
years old when he took his last breath and died. He joined his ancestors in death at a very old age. His sons 
Esau and Jacob buried him.Gen.35:29)  
We can see what people really believe by the way they live. Because what we believe affects the 
way we think, speak and live. Of course, some people are actors and say one thing but live 
another way, but that is what a hypocrite is—an actor who has learnt their lines but is role-
playing for the sake of the crowds. Christianity affects all of our life and not just the part people 
see of us because it is a heart religion. If we don’t “walk the talk” we are hypocrites—and Jesus 
pronounced lots of “woes” to hypocrites! Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of 
the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the 
inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.Matt.23:27-28 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those 
enter who are trying to.Matt.23:13 So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward 
in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.Matt.6:2-4 In the 



  

name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is 
idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.2Thess.3:6  

True worship is living out our faith in our everyday life: So here's what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and 
place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't 
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to 
it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out 
of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.Rom.12:1-2 When our lifestyle lines up with our lips and we 
walk the talk, we are in communion with God and there is a seamless unity of believing and doing—
but when we don’t walk the talk, we are play-acting and we end up in dead religion! Faith and 
works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove. Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, 
but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? That's just great. Demons 
do that, but what good does it do them? Use your heads! Do you suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and 
works in two and not end up with a corpse on your hands? Wasn't our ancestor Abraham “made right with 
God by works” when he placed his son Isaac on the sacrificial altar? Isn't it obvious that faith and works are 
yoked partners, that faith expresses itself in works? That the works are “works of faith”? The full meaning of 
“believe” in the Scripture sentence, “Abraham believed God and was set right with God,” includes his action. 
It's that mesh of believing and acting that got Abraham named “God's friend.” Is it not evident that a person 
is made right with God not by a barren faith but by faith fruitful in works? The same with Rahab, the Jericho 
harlot. Wasn't her action in hiding God's spies and helping them escape—that seamless unity of believing and 
doing—what counted with God? The very moment you separate body and spirit, you end up with a corpse. 
Separate faith and works and you get the same thing: a corpse. Jas.2:18-26 
When we put God’s Word into practice and do what God says, our confession, our 
conversation, our character and our lifestyle are all in harmony with God’s morals and values: 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 
your God will be with you wherever you go.Josh.1:9 Be careful, brothers and sisters, that none of you ever develop a 
wicked, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. Encourage each other every day while you have 
the opportunity. If you do this, none of you will be deceived by sin and become stubborn. After all, we will remain 
Christ's partners only if we continue to hold on to our original confidence until the end.Heb.3:12-14 The name 
Emmanuel means “God with us”Matt.1:23 and God is joined to us: Those who obey his commands remain 
joined to him. And he remains joined to them. How do we know that God lives in us? We know it because of 
the Holy Spirit he gave us.1Jn.3:24 So we can be confident that He will never leave usHeb.13:5-6 or lose us—
no matter how far we stray: My sheep listen to my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never die. No one can steal them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than anyone. No one can steal them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.”Jn.10:27-30 
Holy Father, you have given me your name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be 
united just as we are. During my time here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave me. I guarded 
them so that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.Jn.15:11-12 

 Yes God is the God of the second chance, so never give up—either on others, or on 
yourself: The vilest sinner out of hell, Who lives to feel his need, Is welcome to a Throne of Grace, The 
Saviour’s blood to plead. It speaks of pardon, full and free, Through Christ, the Lamb once slain; Whose blood 
can cleanse the foulest soul, And take away all stain. God has promises for overcomers: He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from 
the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God… The one who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second 
death… To the one who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white 
stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it… To the one who overcomes and does 
my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations… The one who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in 



  

white. I will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge their name before 
my Father and his angels… Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again 
will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name… To the one 
who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father 
on his throne.Rev.2:7;11;17;26;3:5;12;21 Remember, our faith (trust in God) enables us to be overcomers: In 
fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes 
the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.1Jn.5:3-5  

God will turn our situation around for His glory and our good—and we can either believe Him 
and enjoy His benefits: 
Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the 
pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle's.Ps.103:1-5or we can disbelieve Him and reap the consequences—the choice is 
ours! Try hard to do what is right and godly. Have faith, love and gentleness. Hold on to what you believe. 
Fight the good fight along with all other believers. Take hold of eternal life. You were chosen for it when you 
openly told others what you believe. Many witnesses heard you.1Tim.6:11-12  

 
The God of the Second Chance 
You should have taken my advice… Then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. But now I 
urge you to keep up your courage, Because not one of you will be lost.Acts27:21-22 

Questions 
Is there a difference between an easy life and an enjoyable life? 
How can we overcome the difficulties we face 
Can Christians get another chance if they make a mess of their life? 
 
Morning  
Compassionate Lord, Your mercies have brought me to the dawn of another day. Vain will be 
its gift unless I grow in grace, increase in knowledge, ripen for spiritual harvest. Let me this day 
know You as You are, love You supremely, serve You wholly and admire You fully. Through 
grace let my will respond to You, knowing that power to obey is not in me, but that Your free 
love alone enables me to serve You. Here then is my empty heart, overflow it with Your choicest 
gifts; here is my blind understanding, chase away its mists of ignorance. O ever watchful 
Shepherd, lead, guide, tend me this day; without Your restraining rod I err and stray. Hedge up 
my path lest I wander into unwholesome pleasure, and drink its poisonous streams; direct my 
feet that I be not entangled in satan's secret snares, nor fall into his hidden traps. Defend me 
from assailing foes, from evil circumstances, from myself. My adversaries are part and parcel of 
my nature; they cling to me as my very skin; I cannot escape their contact. In my rising up and 
sitting down they barnacle me; they entice with constant baits; my enemy is within the citadel. 
Come with almighty power and cast him out, pierce him to death, and abolish in me every 
particle of carnal life this day. 
 



  

Sunday 24th October. Ps.120 Acts 27:21-43 
24/10/2021 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, 
and then he will reward each person according to what they have done. Matthew 16:27 
Are you truly grateful for your daily food? 
He took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They were 
all encouraged.Acts27:35-36 

Our values and behaviour are powerfully shaped by our family and culture, especially our 
childhood and the way we were brought up. These early influences determine our preferences 
(our likes and dislikes) of how we live and behave, what we do or wear, our pastimes, music 
and food and even the way we eat—i.e. whether we use a knife and fork, a spoon, chop-sticks 
or just our hands. But when we became a Christian, we were born-again into God’s kingdom 
and God is our heavenly Father and His family became our family. So our spiritual family and 
culture should/must influence us and even change our natural family and culture values. This 
is especially seen in the social context because we are now brothers and sisters in Christ 
regardless of our natural lineage or social background. By faith in Christ you are in direct relationship 
with God. Your baptism in Christ was not just washing you up for a fresh start. It also involved dressing you 
in an adult faith wardrobe—Christ's life, the fulfilment of God's original promise. In Christ's family there can 
be no division into Jew and non-Jew, slave and free, male and female. Among us you are all equal. That is, we 
are all in a common relationship with Jesus Christ. Also, since you are Christ's family, then you are Abraham's 
famous “descendant,” heirs according to the covenant promises.Gal.3:26-29 

God’s values were modelled by Jesus when He became human. The Word became human and lived 
among us. We saw his glory. It was the glory that the Father shares with his only Son, a glory full of grace and 
truth.Jn.1:14 Jesus’ overriding characteristics were grace and gratitude and this was seen in the way 
He honoured God and submitted to His will: Look, I have come to do your will, O God–as is written 
about me in the Scriptures.Heb.10:7 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.Matt.6:9-10 Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.Matt.26:39 These values 
that Jesus modelled are the standard for all God’s children and expected behaviour of His 
household. When Jesus ate food, He thanked God (publicly): And he directed the people to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.Matt.14:19 When he was at the 
table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.Lk.24:30 Giving thanks to 
God for our food—saying “grace” before meals—is a good pattern for us to follow: If I take part 
in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for? So whether you eat 
or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.1Cor.10:30-31 Not to give thanks to God is the 
quickest way to darken and dull our minds: For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although 
they claimed to be wise, they became fools.Rom.1:21-22 However our appreciation of God shouldn’t be 
restricted to food but include our whole life: Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. [Don't fret or worry. Instead of 
worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before 
you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It's 
wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the centre of your life.]Phil.4:6-7 Solomon said: It is good 
for people to eat, drink, and enjoy their work under the sun during the short life God has given them... God 
keeps such people so busy enjoying life that they take no time to brood over the past.Eccl.5:18-20 [N.B. there some 
things that God can’t do or won’t do—and making us grateful is one of them! So whilst 
saying “grace” before meals is a good routine, merely saying the words doesn’t automatically 
mean we are “giving thanks”! Our thanks is perhaps the only thing that we can give to God that 



  

He hasn’t first given to us and our appreciation is our own responsibility—either we are 
thankful or we aren’t thankful!] 
Here are some Biblical principles about food. 
All food is good and given by God: Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of 
the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of 
the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath 
of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so.Gen.1:29-30 
We can choose what we eat: And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any 
tree in the garden (but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it 
you will certainly die.)”Gen.2:16 
God has given us meat to eat as well as vegetables and fruit: Everything that lives and moves 
will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.Gen.9:3-4 

OT food laws explained the holy nature of God: Then the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your 
sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever you go into the tent of meeting, or you will die. 
This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, so that you can distinguish between the holy and the 
common, between the unclean and the clean, and so you can teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has 
given them through Moses.”Lev.10:8-11 You must distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between living 
creatures that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten.Lev.11:47 

Some people have taken Daniel’s decision to eat vegetables as the pattern for Christian living 
but this is clearly an OT example of people wanting to keep themselves spiritually pure in an 
pagan situation. But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile himself this way… Daniel then said… “Please test your servants for ten days: 
Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with that of the young 
men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” So he agreed to this and 
tested them for ten days. At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the 
young men who ate the royal food. So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and 
gave them vegetables instead. To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.Dan.1:8-17 Peter’s 
revelation of non-Jews being “holy” or “clean” came through a vision in which he was told to 
kill and eat “unclean” animals. Although the application was spiritual, the example was physical 
and clearly shows that God is not a vegan! Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat."  "Surely 
not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." The voice spoke to him a second 
time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."Acts.10:9-23 
Food does not make us holy (clean) or unholy (unclean).  
The idea of spirit being holy and flesh being evil permeates many religions, leading to an ascetic 
faction within them. Judaism had the Essenes (c.f. Dead Sea Scrolls), who led a strictly communal 
life—often compared to later Christian monasticism—and many of them were celibate. 
According to Josephus, they dressed only in white linen, had collective ownership, were 
forbidden to swear oaths or to sacrifice animals. They were peaceable people and only carried 
weapons only for protection against robbers. This holy/evil divide of spirit and flesh usually 
leads to an attempt to deny any pleasure of the flesh in order to become more holy. This denial 
of the flesh includes abstinence of many things, such as celibacy and fasting—and sometimes 
even leads to bodily abuse (c.f. flagellation)! Some people still think that the more you deny the 
flesh, the more holy you become!!! How sad and how far removed from true Christianity! Jesus 
explained that when He (the Bridegroom) is with us, we won’t want to fast. Since the 
Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus, He has made His home within Believers and He will never 
leave us. However, some people seem to always have a bias towards the old ways and prefer 
the old wine to the new wine! They said to him, “John's disciples frequently fast and say prayers, and so 



  

do the disciples of the Pharisees. But your disciples eat and drink.” Jesus asked them, “Can you force wedding 
guests to fast while the groom is still with them? The time will come when the groom will be taken away from 
them. At that time they will fast… People don't pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the new wine will 
make the skins burst. The wine will run out, and the skins will be ruined. Rather, new wine is to be poured 
into fresh skins. No one who has been drinking old wine wants new wine. He says, ‘The old wine is better!' 
”Lk.5:33-39 Holiness is not a abstinence of the flesh but an acknowledgement of God’s forgiveness 
and a new heart. A Christian is already holy in their spirit (i.e. their new heart that is made in 
God’s image) and is being made holy in their soul (i.e. their personality that was inherited 
from their natural parents). We are sending this letter to you, the members of God's church in Corinth. You 
have been made holy because you belong to Christ Jesus. God has chosen you to be his holy people.1Cor.1:2 But now 
He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation.Col.1:22 God is the God who gives peace. May he make you holy through and through. 
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept free from blame. May you be without blame from now until our 
Lord Jesus Christ comes. The One who has chosen you is faithful. He will do all these things.1Thess.5:23-24 I want 
to know Christ better. I want to know the power that raised him from the dead. I want to share in his sufferings. 
I want to become like him by sharing in his death. Then by God's grace I will rise from the dead. I have not yet 
received all of those things. I have not yet been made perfect. But I move on to take hold of what Christ Jesus 
took hold of me for. Brothers and sisters, I don't consider that I have taken hold of it yet. But here is the one 
thing I do. I forget what is behind me. I push hard toward what is ahead of me. I move on toward the goal to 
win the prize. God has appointed me to win it. The heavenly prize is Christ Jesus himself. All of us who are 
grown up in the faith should see things that way.Phil.3:8-15 

God has created this world with all of it’s natural beauty for us to enjoy and adapt for our 
benefit. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they 
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life 
that is truly life.1Tim.6:17-19 

External things, like food in particular, will not make us unholy or take us away from God—it 
is our own heart that does that: After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him 
about this parable. "Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside 
can make him `unclean'? For it doesn't go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body." (In 
saying this, Jesus declared all foods "clean.") He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 
`unclean.' For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a 
man `unclean.'"Mk.7:17-23 During the transition from OT to NT, some regulations over-lapped: 
Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.Acts.15:20(written AD49/50) Later those regulations 
were dropped: Just a year later (AD 51) when Paul wrote to the Church at Thessalonica, he 
made no mention of food: As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order 
to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and 
more. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. It is God's will that you 
should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality.1Thess.4:1-3 Nine years after that (AD 57/58), 
Paul clearly explained that all food is “clean” and may be eaten: As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I 
am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it 
is unclean. If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your 
eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as 
evil.Rom.14:14-16 "Everything is permissible"—but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible"—but 
not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. Eat anything sold in the 



  

meat market without raising questions of conscience, for, "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it.1Cor.10:23-

33 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing 
is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.1Tim.4:3-

5 
Food is not spiritual but natural and temporal and so food is spiritually neutral—neither good 
nor bad. But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.1Cor.8:8 

Someone may say, “I'm allowed to do anything,” but not everything is helpful. I'm allowed to do anything, but 
I won't allow anything to gain control over my life. Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food, but God 
will put an end to both of them.1Cor.6:12-13 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.Col.2:16 However, greediness 
(including gluttony) is wrong and show a disdains for God: For of this you can be sure: No 
immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God.Eph.5:5 
Christianity is a “heart religion” and our motives are as important as our actions. Unlike Alastair 
Campbell, Tony Blair's spin chief, who infamously declared “we don't do God,” we do “do God”! 
So let’s enjoy our food and when we eat we should unashamedly show our appreciation 
to God—whatever we eat. 
Are you truly grateful for your daily food? 
He took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They were 
all encouraged.Acts27:35-36 

Questions: 
What does “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.Gal.3:28” mean? 
What does it mean to be “holy”? 
Do the OT food regulations apply to us as a Christian? 
What principles about life (including food) that apply to Christians? 
Is there any spiritual value in fasting? 
 
Morning Dedication  
Almighty God, as I cross the threshold of this day I commit myself, my soul, my body, my 
affairs and my friends, to Your care. Watch over me, keep me, guide me, direct me, sanctify me 
and bless me. Incline my heart to Your ways. As a potter forms clay, mould me wholly into the 
image of Jesus. May my lips be a well-tuned harp to sound Your praise. Let those around, see 
me living by Your Spirit, trampling the world underfoot, unconformed to lying vanities, 
transformed by a renewed mind, clad in the entire armour of God, shining as a never-dimmed 
light and showing holiness in all my doings. Let no evil this day soil my thoughts, words or 
hands. May I travel the miry paths with a life pure from spot or stain. In needful transactions 
let my affection be in heaven and my love soar upwards in flames of fire. May my gaze be fixed 
on unseen things, and my eyes open to the emptiness, fragility, mockery and vanities of this 
world. May I view all things in the mirror of eternity, waiting for the coming of my Lord, 
listening for the last trumpet call, havening unto the new heaven and earth. Order this day all 
my communications according to Your wisdom, and to the gain of mutual good. Forbid that I 
should not be profited or made profitable. May I speak each word as if my last word and walk 
each step as my final one. If my life should end today, let this be my best day.  
 



  

Sunday 31st October. Ps.121, Acts.28  
31/10/2021 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the 
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 1Corinthians 9:24 
Shake the snake into the fire! But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects.Acts.28:5  
Halloween or “All Hallows' Eve” is the evening before “All Hallows' (Saints) Day” and was 
originally dedicated to remembering the dead, including saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the 
departed. Sadly, nowadays Halloween is about everything except saints or indeed anything holy! 
But angels & demons, spirits & spooks, ghosts & ghoulies, hobgoblins & foul fiends have 
always fascinated people. However, most of the books written about the nether-world should 
be regarded fiction as they are little more than superstitious folklore at best, and at worst, they 
are deceptive lies that will spiritually harm us. Even Christians get caught up in the mystic of 
the spirit world and many of them let their over enthusiastic imaginations overtake their 
theology! (If you want a good book about Angels, Billy Graham wrote one that is sensible, 
sound and Scriptural!) Most religions have a belief in the unseen but the only reliable source of 
information about spiritual matters (including angels) is the Bible! So we must resist the 
temptation to accept ideas and practices that are based people’s experiences, or even prophetic 
utterances, and only accept information about spiritual matters that come from a sound study 
of the Scriptures. We must go to God's Word and His Testimony—not to the writings and 
testimonies of people—not even preachers! Some will tell you to ask for advice from people who get 
messages from those who have died. Others will tell you to ask for advice from people who talk to the spirits of 
the dead. But those people only whisper. Their words are barely heard. So shouldn't you ask for advice from your 
God? Why should you get advice from dead people to help those who are alive? Look to God's instructions and 
teachings! People who contradict his word are completely in the dark.Is.8:19-20 
Although the mystic of the spirit world can be a fascination, it is also a distraction. Even in the 
early Church some were deceived by so-called “revelations” of angels—which prompted Paul to 
give these clear instructions: But suppose even we should preach a different “good news.” Suppose even an 
angel from heaven should preach it. I'm talking about a different one than the good news we gave you. Let anyone 
who does that be judged by God forever. I have already said it. Now I will say it again. Anyone who preaches a 
“good news” that is different from the one you accepted should be judged by God forever.Gal.1:8-9 The Bible is 
clear that angels are God’s messengers and they do God’s bidding: Praise the LORD, you his 
angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.Ps.103:20 Angels were available for Jesus’ 
support: Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels?Matt.26:53 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.Matt.4:11 And angels also 
support Believers: The LORD will command his angels to take good care of you.Ps.91:11 Beware that you don't 
look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my 
heavenly Father.Matt.18:10 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.Ps.34:7 

Even before we became a Christian, angels were available to support us, because they care for 
those who will inherit salvation: All angels are spirits who serve. God sends them to serve [care for] those 
who will receive salvation.Heb.1:14 However, not all angels (God’s messengers) are necessarily spiritual 
beings—they can sometimes human beings: Jesus made up his mind to go to Jerusalem. He sent 
messengers [lit. angels] on ahead. They went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him.Lk.9:51-52  
Angels seem to have had a more prominent role before the Church began. This may have been 
because the Scriptures were not completed then, or because the Holy Spirit did not reside in 
Believers then as He does today under the New Covenant. Nevertheless, angels still have an 
important role to play today (just read the book of Revelation to see how prominent angels 
are—and will be!). However, even if we have never seen a spirit angel, they are real and relevant 
and, because they worship God and serve Him, they are important too—and holy: But you have 
come to Mount Zion. You have come to the Jerusalem in heaven. It is the city of the living God. You have come 



  

to a joyful gathering of angels. There are thousands and thousands of them. You have come to the church of God's 
people. God's first and only Son is over all things. God's people share in what belongs to his Son. Their names 
are written in heaven. You have come to God. He is the judge of all people. You have come to the spirits of godly 
people who have been made perfect. You have come to Jesus. He is the go-between of a new covenant. You have 
come to the sprinkled blood. It promises better things than the blood of Abel.Heb.12:22-24 BUT‼‼ However 
fascinating and awesome angels are, we must always keep our focus on Jesus! If we focus on 
the created instead of the Creator, we will get distracted—or worse, we may become proud and 
arrogant or even disconnected from Jesus! So don't let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, 
or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. For these rules are only shadows of 
the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality. Don't let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious 
self-denial or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have 
made them proud, and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body together 
with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it.Col.2:16-19  
However, not all “angels” serve God—the devil and his angels/messengers (both spirit-beings 
and human-beings) oppose God and they do all they can to bring chaos, evil, death and 
destruction. The devil is also called “satan” which means “opposer” but this word is also used for 
anyone who is an adversary or who opposes. The angel of the Lord opposed (the word is “satan”) 
Balaam and his donkey on their way to curse Israel: But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and 
the angel of the LORD took his stand in the way as his adversary [satan]… Behold, I have come out as an 
adversary [satan], because your way was contrary to me.Nu.22:22;32 Although God created everything good, 

it did not stay that way for long and there was a rebellion amongst the angels with possibly a ⅓ 
of them being thrown out of heaven. Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon 
with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky 
and flung them to the earth… Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, 
and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 
The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or satan, who leads the whole world 
astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.Rev.12:3-9 The “dragon” (the leader of the 
rebellious angels) was called “morning star” or “lucifer” (lucifer means shining one): How you have fallen 
from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the 
nations! You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God.Is.14:12-

13 This was because satan was an angel of light before his rebellion—but now the devil only 
masquerades as an angel of light: satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.2Cor.11:14 [“Morning 
Star” is also a name of Jesus because He is the true light of the world: I see him, but not here and 
now. I perceive him, but far in the distant future. A star will rise from Jacob; a sceptre will emerge from 
Israel.Nu.24:17 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.Rev.22:16 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, "I am 
the light of the world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that 
leads to life."Jn.8:12 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.2Pet.1:19]  
The devil is sometimes referred to as a “serpent” or “snake” because he appeared to Eve as a 
snake in the Garden of Eden: The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had 
made. One day he asked the woman, "Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the 
garden?" "You won't die!" the serpent replied to the woman. "God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon 
as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil." The woman was convinced.Gen.3:1-6 After 
satan deceived Eve, God pronounced his demise: And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.Gen.3:15 And the devil’s 
demise was foretold throughout the OT in prophesy and type: You will tread on the lion and the 



  

cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent.Ps.91:13 But for you who revere my name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 
Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 
things,” says the LORD Almighty.Mal.4:2-3 Judah found Adoni-Bezek there. They fought against him… Judah 
chased him and caught him. Then they cut off his thumbs and big toes… The men of Judah brought Adoni-
Bezek to Jerusalem. That's where he died.Jdg.1:5-7 Those prophesies about satan’s demise were fulfilled 
when Jesus died on the cross: The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.1Jn.3:8 

But God gave you new life together with Christ. He forgave us all of our sins. He wiped out the written Law 
with its rules. The Law was against us. It opposed us. He took it away and nailed it to the cross. He took away 
the weapons of the powers and authorities. He made a public show of them. He won the battle over them by 
dying on the cross.Col.2:13-15  When the devil lies, kills, steals and destroys, he is behaving naturally: 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.Jn.10:10  Why aren't my words clear to you? Because you can't really hear what I say. You belong to your 
father, the devil. You want to obey your father's wishes. “From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has 
never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. He does this 
because he is a liar. He is the father of lies.Jn.8:43-44   

Although the devil motivated the Romans and Jews to murder Jesus, He died as a willing 
sacrifice for our sin, not as a martyr—when Jesus died, He died as a Victor not a victim! 
The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father.Jn.10:17-18 He was arrested and sentenced to death. Then he was taken away. 
He was cut off from this life. He was punished for the sins of my people… The LORD says, “It was my plan 
to crush him and cause him to suffer. I made his life a guilt offering to pay for sin.Is.53:8-10 When Jesus defeated 
satan, He disarmed him and He broke satan’s power over people—including the fear of death: 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the 
power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by their fear of death.Heb.2:14-15 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right 
hand on me and said, "Don't be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but look—I 
am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.”Rev.1:17-18 Jesus’ death destroyed death 
and Jesus’ resurrection brought life: This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.2Tim.1:9-10  
And although the devil has been defeated, he is still very much alive—and he will continue to 
be active (although restrained) until Jesus returns to destroy the final enemy of death. This will 
happen when Jesus hands the Kingdom back to His Father: Because of Adam, all people die. So 
because of Christ, all will be made alive. But here is the order of events. Christ is the first of those who rise from 
the dead. When he comes back, those who belong to him will be raised. Then the end will come. Christ will 
destroy all rule, authority and power. He will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. Christ must rule until 
he has put all his enemies under his control. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.1Cor.15:22-26 The 
reason the devil is still alive and active is because he is a spirit-being. God is Spirit and all spirits 
are made in His image (i.e. they are eternal and therefore they cannot be destroyed). This means 
that although the devil and his angels are described as being “destroyed” and “dead”, they are not 
annihilated—and neither can they ever be annihilated. But they are separated from God and 
have no sovereign power. God has prepared hell as a place of containment for the devil and his 
angels—but God will also send to hell all those who have not aligned themselves with Jesus 
Christ: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Then 
they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.Matt.25:41-46  



  

 Because the devil is still alive, he can still deceive us: I promised you as a pure bride to one 
husband–Christ. But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be corrupted, just as 
Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent. You happily put up with whatever anyone tells you, even if 
they preach a different Jesus than the one we preach, or a different kind of Spirit than the one you received, or a 
different kind of gospel than the one you believed.2Cor11:2-4 When Paul shook the snake off into the fire and 
suffered no ill effectsActs.28:5 it confirmed the literal meaning of Jesus’ words: Here are the miraculous 
signs that those who believe will do. In my name they will drive out demons. They will speak in languages they 
had not known before. They will pick up snakes with their hands. And when they drink deadly poison, it will 
not hurt them at all. They will place their hands on sick people. And the people will get well.Mk.16:17-18 But the 
story can also be taken as an allegory to illustrates our ability to shake the devil off and remain 
unharmed. Jesus was not intimidated by the devil but “flicked him off” with His finger: Jesus was 
driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd 
was amazed. But some of them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” Others 
tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how 
can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. Now if I drive out 
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive 
out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes 
away the armour in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder.”Lk.11:14-22 Because Christ is now 
within us through the abiding Person and Presence of the Holy Spirit, we do not have to fear 
the evil one but can resist him effectively: We know that those who are children of God do not keep on 
sinning. The Son of God keeps them safe. The evil one can't harm them. We know that we are children of God. 
We know that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. We also know that the Son of God has come. 
He has given us understanding. Now we can know the One who is true. And we belong to the One who is true. 
We also belong to his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the true God. He is eternal life.1Jn.5:18-20 God will keep us 
safe—and the devil can’t harm us (unless we intentionally give the devil an open door to come 
in to our lives). 
We can resist the devil by yielding to God: Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.Jas.4:7-8 We can resist the devil by 
praying in faith (i.e. in simple, uncomplicated trust): In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.Eph.6:16-18 We can 
resist the devil by using the Sword of the Spirit (as Jesus did)—and then God will send His 
angels (either spirit messengers or human messengers) to care for us. Jesus answered, “It is 
written… Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.Matt.4:4-11 David wrote: Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.Ps.23:4 So let’s pray as Jesus taught us: Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us from 
the evil one.’Matt.6:13 
Shake the snake into the fire! But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects.Acts.28:5  
Questions 
What is an angel? 
Who is the devil? 
How can the devil harm us? 
How can we protect ourselves from the devil’s deception? 



  

Victory is Assured  
O Lord, I bless You that the issue of the battle between Yourself and satan has never been 
uncertain, and will end in victory. Calvary broke the dragon’s head, and I contend with a 
vanquished foe, who with all his subtlety and strength has already been overcome. When I feel 
the serpent at my heel may I remember Him whose heel was bruised, but who, when bruised, 
broke the devil’s head.  



  

November 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Patience: to accept or tolerate delay, trouble or suffering without 
getting angry 
Thought for the Month  
Prayer is an investment. The time you dedicate to prayer isn't lost; it will return dividends far 
greater than what a few moments spent on a task ever could. If we fail to cultivate this discipline, 
prayer winds up being our last resort rather than our first response. Charles Swindoll 
 
Sunday 7th November. Ps.122 Acts 29!  
07/11/2021 The end of a matter is better than its beginning and PATIENCE is better 
than pride. Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of 
fools. Ecclesiastes 7:8-9 
Acts Chapter 29! 
Most of the NT books have a distinct ending. For instance: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”Matt.28:18-20 Jesus did many 
other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have 
room for the books that would be written.Jn.21:25 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.Eph.6:23-

24 Greet all your leaders and all the Lord's people. Those from Italy send you their greetings. Grace be with you 
all.Heb.13:24-25 And even Revelation has a clear conclusion: He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I 
am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.Rev.22:20-

21 Of course, the chapter and verses were never in the original text but the words are original—
and like all authors, the writers of the books in Scripture wanted to conclude their writings. But 
the Book of Acts (or the Acts of the Apostles) is actually the Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
through the Apostles—and the Holy Spirit’s work through apostles (“apostle” means “sent one”) 
is not yet ended!  
Luke had already written an orderly account of Jesus’ ministry in his Gospel (his “former book”): 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I 
myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been 
taught.Lk.1:1-4 But Luke wanted to show that Jesus’ ministry through the Holy Spirit continued 
after Jesus had ascended into heaven and so he wrote a sequel to his Gospel—the Book of 
Acts: In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.Acts.1:1-2 

And because the ministry of the Holy Spirit through Believers is still continuing, the book of 
the Acts of the Holy Spirit continues—not as a letter written with ink to be added to the 
Scriptures, but as a letter written with the Holy Spirit on human hearts. You yourselves are our letter, 
written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of 
our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts.2Cor.3:2-3  

Each of us is a letter being written by the Holy Spirit—and our message is LIFE! That is why 
it is so important that our lives match our testimony. We are Christ’s Ambassadors and so it 
behoves us to honour God and represent His values in our daily life: Anyone who believes in Christ 
is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come! It is all from God. He brought us back to himself through 
Christ's death on the cross. And he has given us the task of bringing others back to him through Christ. God 



  

was bringing the world back to himself through Christ. He did not hold people's sins against them. God has 
trusted us with the message that people may be brought back to him. So we are Christ's official messengers. It is 
as if God were making his appeal through us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to 
God!2Cor.5:17-20 
Of course, we may not have such a dramatic testimony as those in the video clips that we have 
been watching, like Mitsuo Fuchida who bombed Pearl Harbour; Jim Vaus who was the 
mobster’s “wire-tapper” and today’s Ben Sutton—and there are further 12 testimonies in the 
series! But we do have just as great a testimony as any of them because every Christian testimony 
is a testimony of Jesus Christ delivering us from death to life and from darkness to light. And 
we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit 
in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious 
might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.Col.1:10-14 
Every human life is beyond price because every human being is made in God’s image and our 
testimony has the capacity to bring life—what God has done for me, He can do for you! No 
matter if a person is a royal sovereign or a road sweeper, they belong to God—whether they 
acknowledge it or not. Every human being is created in God’s image and who can ever put a price on a 
human soul. No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them—the ransom for a life is 
costly, no payment is ever enough.Ps.49:7-8 But when we become a Christian, we are doubly God’s! 
I am created by God, I am His. I am redeemed by God, I am His. I am twice His, by original 
right and by purchase—I belong to Jesus Christ. God defends me, I am His; God corrects 
me and He makes use of me, I am His; He loves me and He delights in me—I belong to Jesus 
Christ. I am my Beloved's and He is mine; no-one else possesses any right or power over me, 
all that is mine is His—I belong to Jesus Christ. All my sin, weakness and shortcomings, I 
give to Him; He has taken all my condemnation, misery and fear—I belong to Jesus Christ. 
His strength is my strength; His righteousness is my righteousness; His wisdom is my wisdom; 
His holiness is my holiness—I belong to Jesus Christ. His God is my God; His Father is my 
Father; His family is my family and His heaven is my home—I belong to Jesus Christ. 
Our life is not a series of chance events or coincidences but part of an intricate plan that is 
thought out and implemented by God Himself. For someone committed to the Lord Jesus and 
wanting God's will in their lives, there is no better summary that the words of Jeremiah: I know 
that plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for good and not for evil; to give you a future and a hope.Jer.29:11 
Dave Smethurst told us of the events preceding Billy Graham’s conversion, starting in the 
1800's with a Boston teacher named Edward Kimball who shared his faith in Jesus with a shoe 
salesman, who eventually gave his life to Christ. The young shoe salesman was Dwight Lyman 
Moody. In later years as an evangelist, D.L. Moody had a great influence for Christ on 
multitudes of lives, but one in particular—F.B. Meyer who became a renowned speaker and 
author. Meyer preached the Gospel on college campuses across the USA and brought J. Wilbur 
Chapman to a faith in Jesus. Chapman became a leader in the YMCA movement across the 
States. He brought the great baseball legend, turned preacher, Billy Sunday to North Carolina 
for a series of Gospel revival meetings in a town called Charlotte. The community leaders were 
so enthusiastic about the success of the meetings, they decided to have another outreach event, 
this time led by Mordecai Ham. In response to one of Ham's invitations to receive Christ, a 
teenager from a dairy farm made his decision to follow Jesus. That teenager's name was Billy 
Graham! When you share your faith in Jesus with people, you never know what God is going 
to do with their lives. You may just be leading a future world reformer to Christ, who in turn 



  

will bring multitudes to Jesus—and you'll have a huge investment in that. Notwithstanding, 
when you lead even one precious life to the Lord, you rescue a soul from a lost eternity. Few 
of us are gifted to preach to thousands at meetings, but we can all speak about our Saviour to 
family, friends and colleagues—especially when we realize they have needs and we reach out to 
help and care in those needs. Look at quiet Andrew in the Gospel of John. He at first brought 
his brother Simon to Jesus, who over the years brought thousands to Jesus. Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew 
did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he 
brought him to Jesus.Jn.1:40-42 In fact every time Andrew is mentioned in John's gospel, he's bringing 
people to Jesus. In John 1—Simon, John 6—a boy with his lunch of loaves and fish and in 
John 12—he and Philip bring a group of Greeks to Jesus. What a memorial to quiet Andrew. 
We shy, introverted people can do the same, and watch God make a huge difference in them 
and us.  
And when we share our faith, we receive a double blessing. We receive the blessing of obedience 
because we are doing what Jesus commissioned us to do: Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave 
his charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far 
and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day 
after day, right up to the end of the age.”Matt.28:18-20 And we also receive the blessing of understanding 
our inheritance in Jesus: I pray that you will be active in sharing what you believe. Then you will completely 
understand every good thing we have in Christ.Phile.1:6 Faith is much more that a mental ascent to 
Christianity because faith is spiritual; however, faith is a knowing—it is a certainty: I pray to the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the glorious Father. I keep asking him to give you the wisdom and 
understanding that come from the Holy Spirit. I want you to know God better. I also pray that your mind might 
see more clearly. Then you will know the hope God has chosen you to receive. You will know that the things 
God's people will receive are rich and glorious. And you will know his great power. It can't be compared with 
anything else. It is at work for us who believe. It is like the mighty strength God showed when he raised Christ 
from the dead.Eph.1:17-20 
So let’s keep the faith and share the faith as we write the next chapter of Acts with our own 
experiences of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 29! 
Questions 
How does God speak to us? 
How can we be sure that it is God who is speaking to us? 
Can we speak on God’s behalf? 
What does it mean to belong to Jesus Christ? 
What is the value of a human being? 
Are we responsible for other people’s lives? 
What blessings are there in sharing our faith (what we believe about Jesus Christ)? 
 
Morning Needs  
O God, the Author of all good, I come to You for the grace another day will require for its 
duties and events. I know that without You I can do nothing; that everything with which I shall 
be concerned—however harmless in itself—may prove an occasion of sin or folly unless I am 
kept by Your power. Hold me up and I shall be safe! Preserve my understanding from subtilty 
of error, my affections from love of idols, my character from stain of vice, my profession from 
every form of evil. May I engage in nothing in which I cannot implore Your blessing and in 
which I cannot invite Your inspection. Prosper me in all lawful undertakings—or prepare me 



  

for disappointments! Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for 
me—lest I be full and deny You, or be poor and steal, thus taking Your name in vain. May 
every creature be made good to me by prayer and Your will. Teach me how to use the world 
and not abuse it, to improve my talents, to redeem my time, to walk in wisdom toward those 
without and in kindness to those within, to do good to all people and especially to my fellow 
Christians. And to You be the glory.  
 
Sunday 14th November. Remembrance Sunday. Ps.123 
14/11/2021 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith 
and PATIENCE inherit what has been promised. Hebrews 6:12 
Peace for our time!  
Today is Remembrance Sunday when we commemorate the contribution of British and 
Commonwealth military and civilian servicemen and women in the two World Wars and also 
later conflicts. Remembrance Sunday is always held on the Sunday nearest to Armistice Day 
(11th November) which commemorates the Armistice of 1918 and the agreement that ended 
the fighting on the Western Front of WWI. Armistice went into effect at 11a.m. (Paris time) on 
11 November 1918 ("the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month") and marked a victory 
for the Allies and a complete defeat for Germany. Although the armistice ended the actual 
fighting, it took a further six months of negotiations at the Paris Peace Conference for the war to 
officially end with the Treaty of Versailles which was signed on 28 June 1919 in the Palace of 
Versailles and then registered by the Secretariat of the League of Nations on 21 October 1919. 
During August 1914, H. G. Wells published some articles in a London newspaper where he 
argued that only the defeat of German militarism could bring about an end to war. These were 
later published as a book entitled The War That Will End War. Although originally idealistic, this 
phrase soon became used sarcastically with David Lloyd George saying, "This war, like the next 
war, is a war to end war." Twenty years after WW1 ended—on 30th September 1938—Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain made his famous statement Peace for our time! He went on to 
say: “We are determined to continue our efforts to remove possible sources of difference and thus to contribute to 
assure the peace of Europe.” Chamberlain had just returned to London after signing the Munich 
Agreement with Adolf Hitler (Germany), Benito Mussolini (Italy) and Édouard Daladier 
(France). The Munich Agreement provided the "cession to Germany of the Sudeten German territory 
(i.e. part of Czechoslovakia)”—despite the existence of the 1924 alliance agreement and 1925 
military pact between France and the Czechoslovak Republic (and so the Czechoslovak 
Republic called it the “Munich Betrayal”)! Most of Europe celebrated the Munich Agreement, 
because it was presented as a way to prevent a major war on the continent—and with the legacy 
of WW1’s carnage in everyone’s mind that was something to celebrate. Any death is a tragedy 
but with around 50 million unnecessary deaths from WW1 just 20 years previously, plus the 
devastation of the “Spanish ‘flu” when between 20 and 100 million people died world-wide, the 
idea of “Peace for our time” really was something to celebrate. The phrase echoed Benjamin 
Disraeli, who, upon returning from the Congress of Berlin in 1878, had stated, "I have returned 
from Germany with peace for our time"—and that had prevented war (or at least delayed war for 36 
years)! The phrase “Peace for our time” was very familiar to most people in Britain as it is almost 
identical to "peace in our time" which is part of "The Order for Morning Prayer" in the Book of 
Common Prayer: "Give peace in our time, O Lord; because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only 
thou, O God.” However, by March 1939, Hitler had reneged on his agreement and World War 
II began on 1 September 1939, when Nazi Germany, under Adolf Hitler, invaded Poland—and 
two days later on 3rd September 1939, the United Kingdom and France declared war on 
Germany.  



  

But true peace is not an absence of war but the reign of the Prince of Peace—Jesus Christ: 
Christ himself is our peace.Eph.2:14 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.Is.9:6-7 He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.Zech.9:10 Of course, we should 
pray for peace for our time, including for the peace of Jerusalem: Also, seek the peace and prosperity 
of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will 
prosper.Jer.29:7 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you prosper. May there be peace inside your 
walls and prosperity in your palaces.” For the sake of my relatives and friends, let me say, “May it go well for 
you!” For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek what is good for you.Ps.1226-9 Jerusalem 
means “foundation of peace” and God has promised peace for Jerusalem: Rejoice with Jerusalem and 
be glad for her, all you who love her… For this is what the LORD says: I will extend peace to her like a river 
and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream.Is.66:10-12 But of course, we know that our Jerusalem is a 
heavenly city, not the city in the Middle East: These things are being taken figuratively: The women 
represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is 
Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because 
she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother.Gal.4:24-26 But you 
have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands 
upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in 
heaven.Heb.12:22-23  
But God’s peace doesn’t come just from prayer—true peace comes from knowing God and 
Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord.2Pet.1:2 It is through the Scriptures that we know God and knowing God and the Scriptures 
keeps us safe, sound and secure: Great peace have those who love your law and nothing can make them 
stumble.Ps.119:165 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.Col.3:15-16 The 
Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.Is.40:29-31 You are in error because 
you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.Matt.22:29 If we pay attention to God’s Word, we will 
enjoy God’s peace: If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been like a river, 
your well-being like the waves of the sea.Is.48:18 Peace is integral to God’s character: But the LORD said 
to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and 
called it Jehovah Shalom—The LORD Is Peace.Jdg.6:23-24 And so peace is a natural by-product of our 
relationship with God—a fruit of the Spirit: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favour rests.Lk.2:14 The Lord said, ‘I will go with you and give you peace’.Ex.33:14 But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. [But what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the 
same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We 
develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness 
permeates things and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in 
life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely. Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it only gets in the 
way.]Gal.5:22-23 God brings peace by His presence: The Lord said, ‘I will go with you and give you 
peace’.Ex.33:14 Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”Lk.24:6 
Unlike Neville Chamberlain who promised peace for our time but could not deliver, Jesus not 
only promises peace for our time, but He delivers on His promise of peace as well! I leave my 
peace with you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. 



  

And do not be afraid.Jn.14:27 Many, LORD, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” Let the light of your 
face shine on us. Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will lie down and 
sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.Ps.4:6-8 

 So let’s enjoy the peace that God gives and then share that peace with others—and remember 
that God’s peace comes with God’s smile! The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face 
to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.Nu.6:24-26 
 

A Captain’s Innings—A Poem for Remembrance Day 
The nets are down, the scoreboard blank, Persistent is the rain; 

November’s fallen leaves Stir memories again 
 

Of keen-fought contests that were played Upon this well-kept green; 
But Cecil, Fred and Tom were picked To play a distant team. 

 

In khaki clad, in fields of mud, They played their finest game 
And “slogged it out” till “close of play”—Immortal is their name! 

 

But when I think of men who died In frenzied, costly strife, 
It never fails to bring to mind The Christ who gave His life 

 

Not for a nation’s flag or cause—Mere transitory gains— 
But in the rout of satan’s hosts Who held us all in chains. 

 

Mons, Passchendaele and Vimy Ridge, Blood-drench’d Gallipoli; 
But never was a triumph won Greater than Calvary! 

 

So, Captain of our Salvation, As we in tribute pause, 
Inspire in us such bravery, Yet for Your highest cause. 

Dr David Allen (2014)—David was a lecturer at Mattersey College and overseer for my M.Th. 
 

Peace for our time!  
Questions 
What is “peace”? 
How can we have peace? 
Can we have peace when all around us is in turmoil? 
What should we do if we are not at peace? 
What does “the LORD make his face to shine upon you” mean? 
 

A Prayer for Openness  
Lord of immortality, before whom angels bow and archangels veil their faces, enable me to serve 
You with reverence and godly fear. You who are Spirit and require truth in the inward parts, help 
me to worship You in spirit and in truth. You who are righteous, let me not harbour sin in my 
heart, or indulge a worldly temper, or seek satisfaction in things that perish. I haven towards an 
hour when earthly pursuits and possessions will appear vain, when it will be indifferent whether 
I have been rich or poor, successful or disappointed, admired or despised. But it will be of eternal 
moment that I have mourned for sin, hungered and thirsted after righteousness, loved the Lord 
Jesus in sincerity and gloried in His cross. May these objects engross my chief solicitude! Produce 
in me those principles and dispositions that make Your service perfect freedom. Expel from my 
mind all sinful fear and shame, so that with firmness and courage I may confess the Redeemer 
before others. May I go forth with You, being zealous with Your knowledge, filled with Your 
wisdom, walking with Your circumspection, asking counsel of You in all things, repairing to the 
Scriptures for Your orders and staying my mind on Your peace because nothing can befall me 
without Your permission, appointment and administration.  
 



  

 
Sunday 21st November. Ps.124 
21/11/2021 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage—with great PATIENCE and careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:2 
The LORD Is Peace. So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is 
Peace.Jdg.6:24 
Last week we looked at Peace for our time and reviewed the attempts by politicians to bring 
peace. And although politicians may have good intentions, they can never deliver their promise 
of peace for our time (or any time!) because the human heart is intrinsically biased against God 
and is desperately sick. Actually, the Bible says that the heart is beyond cure: The heart is deceitful 
above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, 
to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve. Like a partridge that 
hatches eggs it did not lay are those who gain riches by unjust means.Jer.17:9-11 Jesus said: I leave my peace with 
you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. And do 
not be afraid.Jn.14:27 So was that a real promise, or just hyperbole—or even a motivational speech 
like so many of our politicians? 
As we said last week, true peace is not an absence of war but the reign of the Prince of Peace—
Jesus Christ: Christ himself is our peace.Eph.2:14 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.Is.9:6-7 He will proclaim peace to the 
nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.Zech.9:10 But the peace 
that Jesus promises is not dependent on a comfortable life—in fact Jesus promises us an 
uncomfortable life: If the world hates you, realize that it hated me before it hated you. If you had anything 
in common with the world, the world would love you as one of its own. But you don't have anything in common 
with the world. I chose you from the world, and that's why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A 
servant isn't greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they did what I said, 
they will also do what you say. Indeed, they will do all this to you because you are committed to me, since they 
don't know the one who sent me.Jn.15:18-21 However, the peace that Jesus promises (and delivers) is 
inseparable from a contented life. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
that.1Tim.6:6-8 Jesus opens our eyes to the bigger picture of the spiritual dimension to life and 
includes the “God-factor” that the world never sees. Although the world often has an awareness 
of a spiritual dimension to life, it is a very warped understanding because it ignores the reality 
of God—of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Don't have anything to do with 
godless stories and silly tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly. Training the body has some value. But being 
godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. Here is a saying 
you can trust. You can accept it completely. We work hard for it. Here is the saying. We have put our hope in 
the living God. He is the Saviour of all people. Most of all he is the Saviour of those who believe.1Tim.4:7-10 The 
other religions in the world have some things about them that attract their adherents, but 
because they are based on human (or demonic!) premises and false promises, they all offer a 
false hope. But the uniqueness of Christianity (and what distinguishes it from every other 
religion) is that God became human in Jesus Christ who reconciled us to God through his 
death. Jesus provided proof of His deity and the efficacy of His death by rising from the dead 
with an immortal body. No other religion can match that! Without the resurrection of Jesus, 
Christianity is a false religion and we are deceived: And if Christ has not been raised, what we preach 
doesn't mean anything. Your faith doesn't mean anything either. More than that, we would be lying about God. 
We have given witness that God raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if the dead are not raised. 
If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith 



  

doesn't mean anything. Your sins have not been forgiven. Those who have died believing in Christ are also lost. 
Do we have hope in Christ only for this life? Then people should pity us more than anyone else. But Christ really 
has been raised from the dead. He is the first of all those who will rise.1Cor.15:14-20 
Most people remember Gideon for the fleece—or the trumpets, torches and jars—but his story 
begins with people in trouble calling out to God. And God answered their prayer by sending 
them a prophet. When the Israelites cried out to the LORD because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who 
said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove 
them out before you and gave you their land. I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me.”Jdg.6:7-10 Bible stories are not a series 
of haphazard writings or even a set of historical records of Israel’s past. The Bible was written 
for the express purpose of teaching us, encouraging us and giving us hope: For everything that was 
written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.15:4-6 Now those things happened as examples for us. They are 
supposed to keep us from longing for evil things, as the people of Israel did… Those things happened to them as 
examples for us. They were written down to warn us who are living at the time when God's work is being completed. 
So be careful. When you think you are standing firm, you might fall. You are tempted in the same way all other 
human beings are. God is faithful. He will not let you be tempted any more than you can take. But when you are 
tempted, God will give you a way out so that you can stand up under it.1Cor.10:6-13 

When the Angel came to Gideon, he asked a question that many people are asking today: “If 
God is with us, then why has this happened to us?” People recall the miracles of deliverance from the 
past and wonder why it isn’t happening today. The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the 
oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress 
to keep it from the Midianites. When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is 
with you, mighty warrior.” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all 
this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the 
LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of 
Midian.”Jdg.6:11-13But God had already told them why they were in trouble: ‘I am the LORD your 
God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me.”Jdg.6:10 

God doesn’t judge nations today in the same way that He did in the OT times because we are 
all individually accountable to God (we have to be born again individually and cannot take 
refuge under our nationality or family identity) but the root of all our problems is still the 
same—people refuse to listen to God: If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would 
have been like a river, your well-being like the waves of the sea.Is.48:18 The LORD heard you when you spoke to 
me, and the LORD said to me, “I have heard what this people said to you. Everything they said was good. Oh, 
that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with 
them and their children forever!Deut.5:28-29 The principles for life are the principles of God’s Kingdom 
and these are recorded in Scripture. My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your 
heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. Let love and faithfulness 
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favour 
and a good name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your 
bones. Honour the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled 
to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.Prov.3:1-10 Jesus repeated the same instructions: 
So don't worry. Don't say, ‘What will we eat?’ Or, ‘What will we drink?’ Or, ‘What will we wear?’ People 



  

who are ungodly run after all of those things. Your Father who is in heaven knows that you need them. But put 
God's kingdom first. Do what he wants you to do. Then all of those things will also be given to you. So don't 
worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.Matt.6:31-34 This 
is the contented life that God has promised us (which different from a comfortable life)—and 
this contented life starts with being reconciled to God. At one time you were far away from God. But 
now you belong to Christ Jesus. He spilled his blood for you. That has brought you near to God. Christ himself 
is our peace. He has made Jews and non-Jews into one group of people. He has destroyed the hatred that was 
like a wall between us. Through his body on the cross, Christ put an end to the law with all its commands and 
rules. He wanted to create one new group of people out of the two. He wanted to make peace between them. He 
planned to bring both of them as one body back to God because of the cross. Christ put their hatred to death on 
that cross. He came and preached peace to you who were far away. He also preached peace to those who were 
near. Through Christ we both come to the Father by the power of one Holy Spirit. So you are no longer strangers 
and outsiders. You are citizens together with God's people. You are members of God's family.Eph.2:13-19 
Before Jesus introduced the New Covenant, people lived under very different spiritual and 
social circumstances from us today—but God’s principles never change. Once we have been 
reconciled to God, He abides with us and so we can, and must, go in the strength God has 
given us—it is His strength not our strength: The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength 
you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?” “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 
“but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” The LORD 
answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive. ”Jdg.6:14-16 Paul 
understood this principle: But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest 
on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.2Cor.12:9-10 
Gideon’s response to God was to give an offering: Gideon replied, “If now I have found favour in your 
eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back and bring my 
offering and set it before you.” And the LORD said, “I will wait until you return.” Gideon went inside, 
prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket 
and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. The angel of God said to 
him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon 
did so. Then the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that 
was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD 
disappeared.Jdg.6:17-21 
Sacrifices are now obsolete because they were a type of what Jesus would do for us, but what 
they represented—a grateful and humble heart—is not obsolete. In fact, that is exactly what 
God is looking for—and that is also what God expects from us. Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do 
good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.Heb.12:15-16 So then, just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.Col.2:6-7 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one 
another, be compassionate and humble.1Pet.3:8 Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God's love for 
them [forfeit the grace that could be theirs]. But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I 
have vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.'Jonah.2:8-9 
When we praise God with a grateful heart, His peace permeates us: When Gideon realized that it was 
the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to 
face!” But the LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So Gideon built an altar 
to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is Peace [Jehovah Shalom]. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the 
Abiezrites.Jdg.6:22-24  



  

God’s peace is a by-product of knowing Him and of being in relationship with Him. In cooking, 
when we add the right ingredients together, we get the right result. So it is with our life; when 
we bring the right ingredients together—our faith, fellowship and appreciation—we get 
spiritual peace and spiritual prosperity: Many, LORD, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” Let 
the light of your face shine on us. Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound. In peace I will 
lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.Ps.4:6-8 So Jesus as not using an 
hyperbole, or giving a motivational speech like so many of our politicians when He said: I leave 
my peace with you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. And do not be afraid.Jn.14:27 This was a real promise for His Disciples then, and also for us 
today—and for every day! 
The LORD Is Peace. So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is 
Peace.Jdg.6:24 
Questions 
What is the difference between God’s peace and the world’s peace? 
What marks Christianity out from all other religions? 
What is the purpose of Scripture? 
How would you answer someone who asks: If God is with us, then why has this happened to us? 
What is a “sacrifice”? 
What sacrifices does God desire from us? 
Purification  
Lord Jesus, I sin. Grant that I may never cease grieving because of it, never be content with 
myself and never think I can reach a point of perfection. Kill my envy, command my tongue, 
trample down my self. Give me grace to be holy, kind, gentle, pure and peaceable; to live for 
You and not for self; to copy Your words and Your acts; to be transformed into Your likeness; 
to be consecrated wholly to You; to live entirely to Your glory. Deliver me from attachment to 
things unclean, from wrong associations, from the predominance of evil passions and from the 
sugar of sin as well as its gap—so that with self-loathing, deep contrition and earnest heart 
searching I may come to You, cast myself on You, trust in You, cry to You, be delivered by 
You. O God, the Eternal One, help me to know that all things are shadows—but You are the 
substance; that all things are quicksand—but You are the mountain; that all things are shifting—
but You are the anchor; that all things are ignorance—but You are true wisdom. If my life is to 
be a crucible amid burning heat, so be it—but You sit at the furnace mouth to watch the ore 
so that nothing is lost. If I sin wilfully, grievously or tormentedly, in grace take away my 
mourning and give me music; remove my sackcloth and clothe me with beauty; still my sighs 
and fill my mouth with song—and then give me summer weather as a Christian!  
 
Sunday 28th November. Ps.125  Lk.1:1-25  
28/11/2021 A person’s wisdom yields PATIENCE; it is one’s glory to overlook an 
offense.Proverbs 19:11 
Advent. Advent means “arrival”—literally “to come” and now usually refers to the time leading 
up to the Nativity of Jesus. The liturgical churches celebrate the beginning of Advent on the 4th 
Sunday before Christmas—which is today! However, the Greek word for “advent” is “parousia” 
which is often associated with the 2nd coming of Jesus: May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming [parousia] of our Lord Jesus Christ.1Thes.5:23 Any important event or work requires 
careful preparation because if it doesn’t start right it won’t finish right! If the foundation is 
wrong, the building will collapse; if the facts are wrong the argument fails; if the directions are 
wrong, the journey will not be completed. So it is with our faith because: If you do not stand firm 
in your faith, you will not stand at all.Is.7:9 Jesus said: If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone 



  

else by comparison–your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters–yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my 
disciple. But don't begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first 
calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it? Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation 
before running out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. They would say, 'There's the person who 
started that building and couldn't afford to finish it!'Lk.14:26-30 But to count the cost of living our Christian 
life, we must have reliable and credible information, or we are just building on hearsay—or 
worse, lies and deception! Although many people had started to write about Jesus’ life—His 
birth, ministry, death and resurrection—Luke wanted to write a reliable account so we can be 
certain of the truth of everything [we] were taught.Lk.1:4 And because Luke’s account has been accepted 
as Scripture, we know that it is not only historically accurate, but it is also spiritually accurate 
too! God’s Word is spirit and life: The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.Jn.6:63 And so, when God speaks, it will affect our 
spirit: Didn't we feel on fire as he conversed with us on the road, as he opened up the Scriptures for us?Lk.24:32 
To start his account of Jesus, Luke sets out the facts around the nativity—how God had 
prepared the right conditions for Jesus to be born at the right time, in the right place and 
amongst the right people. The events around Jesus’ birth were not a coincidence or even a last-
minute thought! Hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, God had recorded in the Scriptures, the 
place, the people and even the time of Jesus’ Advent. God had promised that He would send 
Someone to reconcile mankind to God—and referred to Him as the Messiah (which means 
“God’s Anointed” or “God’s Remedy”). He would be born in the town of Bethlehem to a virgin 
who was a direct descendant of king David and this event would be so important that people 
would need to be prepared for both the advent and also for the Messiah Himself. And so God 
promised to send someone like the prophet Elijah who would to prepare the way for the 
Messiah and His advent. See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the 
LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.Mal.4:5-6 That person was John the Baptist—
and after he was born, his father prophesied this over him: You, child, will be called a prophet of the 
Most High. You will go ahead of the Lord to prepare his way. You will make his people know that they can be 
saved through the forgiveness of their sins. A new day will dawn on us from above because our God is loving and 
merciful.Lk.1:76-78 But when John did tell people about the Messiah, they did not all accept the 
message or the Messiah—however, some did! God sent a man named John to be his messenger. John 
came to declare the truth about the light so that everyone would become believers through his message. John was 
not the light, but he came to declare the truth about the light. The real light, which shines on everyone, was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into existence through him. Yet, the world didn't 
recognize him. He went to his own people, and his own people didn't accept him. However, he gave the right to 
become God's children to everyone who believed in him. These people didn't become God's children in a physical 
way—from a human impulse or from a husband's desire to have a child. They were born from God.Jn.1:6-13 
At Jesus’ 1st Advent, Israel was the nation that God had chosen to serve Him and to be a 
testimony to the world about God. Although they failed miserably in their calling, the Jews were 
still God’s vehicle to show the world who God was. Whenever the Jews approached God, they 
had to follow an elaborate system of rules and regulations in order to become acceptable to 
God. The reason for this was that God is holy and people are unholy—and the two cannot 
mix! When you mix certain substances together—such as bi-carb and water or potassium 
permanganate (KMnO4) and glycerol—you get an explosion. And when you mix a holy God 
with unholy people, you also get an explosion! God is a consuming fire.Heb.12:29 The only way unholy 
people can mix with a holy God is for unholy people to become holy people. Judaism (that is, 
the rules and regulations that God had given Israel for their religion) showed people that they 



  

were unholy and God was holy. But the two cannot mix and Judaism never actually made 
anyone holy nor cleansed anyone’s consciences! However, these rituals of Judaism were a 
reminder that there was a real Remedy coming that would make people holy so they could be 
reconciled to a holy God. And that Remedy was not ritual but a Person—the Messiah!  
Old Testament Judaism revolved around an ornate building—originally this was a tent called a 
Tabernacle but later this replaced with a building called a Temple. This was managed by a 
complicated hierarchy of officials called Levites who officiated at the numerous elaborate rituals 
in the Temple—and each ritual represented an aspect of the future Remedy. Among the Levites 
were an elite group called Priests who could all trace their ancestry back to the very first Priest 
who was Aaron, the brother of Moses. And so the Levites carried out their responsibilities for the Tent 
of Meeting, for the Holy Place and, under their brothers the descendants of Aaron, for the service of the temple 
of the LORD.1Chron.23:32 The Priests were organised into 24 divisions who served twice a year in 
the Temple for 8 days at a time. David separated them into divisions for their appointed order of 
ministering… There were 16 family leaders from Eleazar's line. There were eight family leaders from Ithamar's 
line. The priests were separated into their groups by using lots. That was the fair way to do it. The priests were 
officials of the temple and officials of God. They came from the family lines of Eleazar and Ithamar.1Chron.24:3-5 
Their work included the offering sacrifices by killing and preparing the animals, followed by 
burning them on the Altar. Another aspect of the Temple rituals was burning Incense twice a 
day—at 9.00am and 3.00pm. The smoke and aroma of the burning Incense represented prayers 
ascending to God: May my prayer be set before you like incense.Ps.141:2 And when he had taken it, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God's people. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are 
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for 
God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” Rev.5:8-10 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came 
and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God's people, on the golden 
altar in front of the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God's people, went up before 
God from the angel's hand.Rev.8:3-4  
Zechariah (John the Baptist’s father) was of the Abijah division and he had been called up to 
work his rota in the Temple: When Herod was king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the division of priests named after Abijah... Zechariah was on duty with his division of priests. As 
he served in God's presence, he was chosen by priestly custom to go into the Lord's temple to burn incense.Lk.1:5-9  
It was while Zechariah was burning Incense that God spoke to him through the angel Gabriel 
about how he would have a son (John) who would prepare the people for the coming of the 
Messiah. And so, when Jesus the Messiah came, all the trappings of Judaism became obsolete 
because Jesus was God’s Remedy for sin who fulfilled those Temple rituals of Judaism. God 
called that covenant “new.” So he has made the first one out of date. And what is out of date and getting older 
will soon disappear. The first covenant had rules for worship. It also had a sacred tent on earth… the gifts and 
sacrifices they offered were not enough. They were not able to remove the worshiper's feelings of guilt. They deal 
only with food and drink and different kinds of special washings. They are rules that deal with things outside 
our bodies. People had to obey them only until the new covenant came… But Christ offered himself to God 
without any flaw. He did this through the power of the eternal Holy Spirit. So how much more will his blood 
wash from our minds our feelings of guilt for committing sin! Sin always leads to death. But now we can serve 
the living God. That's why Christ is the go-between of a new covenant. Now those God calls to himself will 
receive the eternal gift he promised. They will receive it now that Christ has died to save them.Heb.8:13-9:15  

Because we are now God’s Temple, we don’t need a physical building for a Temple (although 
a building is a very useful convenience when it is wet or cold!): Don't you know that you yourselves 
are God's temple? God's Spirit lives in you… God's temple is holy. And you are that temple.1Cor.3:16-17 We 



  

don’t need a priest to manage that obsolete Temple (which is destroyed anyway) and we don’t 
need a priest to perform rituals on our behalf. The Temple with its priesthood and rituals were 
only types and shadows of the spiritual realities anyway! And because Jesus (God’s Remedy for 
sin) has arrived, we now have free and open access to those spiritual realities. And under the 
New Covenant all Believers are Priests: You are coming to Christ, the living stone who was rejected by 
humans but was chosen as precious by God. You come to him as living stones, a spiritual house that is being 
built into a holy priesthood. So offer spiritual sacrifices that God accepts through Jesus Christ.1Pet.2:4-5 (Of 
course, we have ministry Gifts who are people, but there is no hierarchy in the Church—we all 
come to God through Jesus Christ: For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper 
time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—
and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.1Tim.2:5-7) And the reason we don’t need rituals to make 
us holy is because we have been made holy through Jesus: You have been made holy because you 
belong to Christ Jesus. God has chosen you to be his holy people. He has done the same for all those everywhere 
who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ.1Cor.1:2 
And so as we prepare to celebrate Christmas by remembering Jesus’ Advent at Bethlehem, let 
us remember that Jesus is God’s Remedy for sin. But let us also remember that there is another 
Advent looming up, when Jesus will come again to earth and conclude the work that He began: 
People have to die once. After that, God will judge them. In the same way, Christ was offered up once. He took 
away the sins of many people. He will also come a second time. At that time he will not suffer for sin. Instead, 
he will come to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.Heb.9:27-28 
Advent 
Questions: 
What does “Advent” mean? 
Can we be sure of the accuracy of the Bible accounts of Jesus’ nativity? 
What was John the Baptist’s ministry? 
What was the significance of incense in the Temple worship of the Old Testament? 
What is the Christian fulfilment of the Temple incense? 
How can we prepare for Jesus’ next Advent? 
 
Refuge  
O Lord, Whose power is infinite and wisdom infallible, order things that they may neither 
hinder me, nor discourage me, nor prove obstacles to the progress of Your cause. Stand 
between me and all strife, that no evil befall and no sin corrupt my gifts, zeal or attainments. 
May I follow duty and not any foolish device of my own. Permit me not to labour at work 
which You will not bless, that I may serve You without disgrace or debt. Let me dwell in Your 
most secret place under Your shadow, where is safe impenetrable protection from the arrow 
that flies by day, the pestilence that walks in darkness, the strife of tongues, the malice of ill-
will, the hurt of unkind talk, the snares of company, the perils of youth, the temptations of 
middle life, the mournings of old age, the fear of death. I am entirely dependent upon You for 
support, counsel, consolation. Uphold me by Your free Spirit, and may I not think it enough 
to be preserved from falling, but may I always go forward, always abounding in the work You 
give me to do. Strengthen me by Your Spirit in my inner self for every purpose of my Christian 
life. All my jewels I give to the shadow of the safety that is in You—my name anew in Christ, 
my body, soul, talents, character, my success, wife, children, friends, work, my present, my 
future, my end. Take them, they are Yours, and I am Yours, now and for ever. 

  



  

December 
Write a Verse a Week Theme: Kindness—quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate 
Thought for the Month: Watch and Pray. If you are praying about a certain matter, get busy 
with it—when a farmer prays for a corn crop, God expects him to say ‘Amen’ with a hoe! Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.Mk.14:38 
 
Sunday 5th December. Ps.126 Lk.1:26f  
05/12/2021 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown KINDNESS 
by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty 
of food and fills your hearts with joy. Acts.14:17 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.Col.1:27 
When the angel said to Mary: “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you;” she was 
perplexed and wondered what sort of greeting this was. The phrase: “The Lord is with you” was 
awesome in the true meaning of the word—full of awe; overwhelming; breath-taking—but the 
next announcement was even more overwhelming: Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour 
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will never end. Because the story has become so familiar 
to us, we miss the enormity of its implications—that the eternal and immortal God would 
humble Himself and become a human being like us and yet retain His Deity. But this was unique 
event—nothing like this had ever happened before. This was a real miracle, an intervention by 
God that over-ruled the normal events of life. Not only was God with Mary but God was also 
within Mary! No wonder Mary asked how it would happen! The angel replied: The Holy Spirit 
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 
the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to 
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God [For no word from God will 
ever fail].Lk.1:35-37 However, what happened to Mary as she became the “home” of Jesus, now 
happens to all Believers—we become the “home” of Jesus. God isn’t just with us but He is also 
within us: If you love me, obey my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive 
him, because it isn't looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you 
now and later will be in you. No, I will not abandon you as orphans–I will come to you.Jn.14:15-18 Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.Col.1:27 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in 
you?1Cor.3:16 Those who are controlled by their flesh can't please God. But your flesh does not control you. The 
Holy Spirit controls you. The Spirit of God lives in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to Christ. Christ lives in you. So your body is dead because of sin. But your spirit is alive because you 
have been made right with God. The Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you. So the 
God who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your bodies, which are going to die. He will do this by 
the power of his Spirit, who lives in you.Rom.8:8-11 
We should never underestimate the miracle of New Birth—people who are spiritually dead are 
made spiritually alive: But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead 
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God's grace that you have 
been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ Jesus.Eph.2:4-6 When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about new birth, He 
explained that in order to see God’s Kingdom you must be born twice—born naturally as a 
human baby and then born spiritually as a Christians. There is no other way to be part of God’s 
Kingdom: Jesus replied, "I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and 
the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don't be 



  

surprised when I say, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the 
wind but can't tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can't explain how people are born of the 
Spirit."Jn.3:5-8 As we review Mary’s conception of Jesus, we can see a parallel in our conversion 
when God comes to be inside of us 
The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  
The work of conversion is a God work—the Holy Spirit convicts us, converts us and changes 
us: But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don't, the Advocate won't come. If I do go away, 
then I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God's righteousness, 
and of the coming judgment. The world's sin is that it refuses to believe in me. Righteousness is available because 
I go to the Father, and you will see me no more. Judgment will come because he ruler of this world has already 
been judged. There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can't bear it now. When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell 
you about the future. He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me.Jn.16:7-14 We are 
incapable of saving ourselves because we are spiritually dead: When you were stuck in your old sin-
dead life, you were incapable of responding to God. God brought you alive—right along with Christ! Think of 
it! All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant cancelled and nailed to Christ's Cross.Col.2:13-

14 In fact without God’s help, we cannot even choose God: You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.Jn.15:16 But God has chosen us 
and so the Holy Spirit has convicted us: For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and 
deep conviction.1Thess.1:4-5 And Jesus has saved us from our sin: Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.Matt.1:20-21 Here is a 
saying that you can trust. It should be accepted completely. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.1Tim.1:15 
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
When God saved us through the New Birth, we became a New Creation: Anyone who believes in 
Christ is a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come! It is all from God. He brought us back to himself 
through Christ's death on the cross. And he has given us the task of bringing others back to him through 
Christ.2Cor.5:17-18 We became God’s children: Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave 
them the right to become children of God. To be a child of God has nothing to do with human parents. Children 
of God are not born because of human choice or because a husband wants them to be born. They are born because 
of what God does. The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glory. It is the 
glory of the one and only Son.Jn.1:12-14 We also received a new nature—a holy nature: But now He has 
reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation.Col.1:22 God is the God who gives peace. May he make you holy through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept free from blame. May you be without blame from now until our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes. The One who has chosen you is faithful. He will do all these things.1Thess.5:23-24 
For nothing is impossible with God. 
God’s Words are creative! The universe was created when God spoke and we were also re-
created when God spoke: For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.2Cor.4:6 But God didn’t 
created the world and leave it completely to its own devices—God sustains the world by His 
Word: In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 
made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven.Heb.1:1-3 And it is by His Word that God sustains us: Even to your old age and grey 
hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will 



  

rescue you.Is.46:4 Sustain me according to your promise, and I will live… I long for your salvation, O LORD, 
and your law is my delight. Let me live that I may praise you, and may your laws sustain me.Ps.119:116;174-175 Cast 
your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.Ps.55:22 Jesus answered, “It 
is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'”Matt.4:4 

Every Word of God has the ability to fulfil God’s purpose. The angel told Mary that nothing is 
impossible with God and literal rendering is no word from God is void of power. We can 
have full confidence in God’s Word—both the Living Word (Jesus Christ) and the written 
Word (what He has said as recorded in the Scriptures). Every Word from God is full of power 
and can never fail—they are pregnant with life: The LORD will fulfil [his purpose] for me; your love, 
O LORD, endures forever.Ps.138:8 I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfils [his purpose] for me. He 
sends from heaven and saves me.Ps.57:2-3 Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose.Phil.2:12-13  
The Holy Spirit has come on us and the power of the Most High has overshadowed us. 
Because Christ is within us, we are now God’s Temple—the place where He dwells and reigns. 
We are living stones being built into a spiritual building by the Holy Spirit—lets keep open and 
sensitive to Him. We are now holy because we are born again and we are called the sons 
of God. So let’s live like children of God. For nothing is impossible with God and every 
Word of God has power within it to fulfil God’s purpose. Lets continue to trust God in the 
large things of life aw well as the little things of life. And lets make our response to God the 
same as Mary’s: I am the Lord's servant, may it be to me as you have said.”Lk.1:38 Yes! Christ is in us, 
the hope of glory.Col.1:27 
Questions 
What is the difference between the Son of God (Jesus) and sons of God (Christians)? 
(Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the right to become children of God.Jn.1:12) 
Why can we say that we are holy when we are not sinless? (But now He has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation.Col.1:22) 
What power does God’s Word have? (no word of God is void of powerLk.1.37) 
How is Christ in a Believer? (Christ in you, the hope of glory.Col.1:27) 
 
Resting on God  
O God, most high and most glorious, the thought of Your infinite serenity cheers me, for I am 
toiling and moiling, troubled and distressed, but You are for ever at perfect peace. Your designs 
cause You no fear or care of unfulfillment—they stand fast as the eternal hills. Your power 
knows no bond, Your goodness no stint. You bring order out of confusion and my defeats are 
Your victories: The Lord God omnipotent reigns. I come to You as a sinner with cares and 
sorrows, to leave every concern entirely to You—and every sin calling for Christ's precious 
blood. Revive deep spirituality in my heart and let me live near to the great Shepherd, let me 
hear His voice, know its tones and follow its calls. Keep me from deception by causing me to 
abide in the truth and from harm by helping me to walk in the power of the Spirit. Give me 
intenser faith in the eternal verities, burning into me by experience the things I know. Let me 
never be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, that I may bear its reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus 
as its essence and know in it the power of the Spirit. Lord, help me, for I am often lukewarm 
and chilled; unbelief mars my confidence and sin makes me forget You. Let the weeds that 
grow in my soul be cut at their roots; grant me to know that I truly live only when I live to You, 
that all else is trifling. Your presence alone can make me holy, devout, strong and happy. Abide 
in me, gracious God.  
 



  

Sunday 12th December. Ps.127 Lk.2 
12/12/2021 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, KINDNESS, humility, gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:12 
Have you seen God’s salvation: Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to 
Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light 
to bring revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.Lk.2:29-32 
The Quartermaster's Song: There are rats, rats, rats, Big as alley cats In the store, in the store, There are 
rats, rats, rats, Big as alley cats In the Quartermaster's Store. Chorus My eyes are dim, I cannot see, I have not 
brought my specs with me! I have not brought my specs with me! Sadly, many Christians’ spiritual eyes are 
also dim and neither have they brought their spiritual specs with them! Paul’s prayer for the 
Church was: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe.Eph.2:17-19 Kathryn Kuhlmann used to say: “If you only 
knew!” When we know what God has prepared for us, our whole life takes on a new dimension. 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him—but 
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.1Cor.2:9-10 Of course, this “seeing” is not seeing with our physical 
eyes or understanding with our natural mind but a spiritual seeing, an understanding of spiritual 
truths, a revelation or unveiling of God’s plans and purposes. This revelation only comes from 
God: “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you 
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.Matt.16:15-17 And we receive more revelation when we 
meditate on God’s Word: Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.2Tim.2:7 

Throughout history God has been opening people’s eyes that they may see spiritual truths—
the spiritual realities that are actually more real than the physical life we live out on this earth. 
These spiritual realities are of God and eternity; of sin, righteousness and judgement; of heaven 
and hell; of sins forgiven; of being made right with God through Jesus Christ; of calling God 
“our Father”; of becoming a child of God. 
Originally God made everything very good, but it wasn’t long before bad became part of man’s 
life! We were made to know obedience not disobedience, but Adam and Eve made the wrong 
choice and their eyes were opened to know good and evil—and the evil blinded them to God’s 
glory. God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.' ” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the 
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves.Gen.3:3-7  

Centuries later, Balaam said that when he saw into the spiritual dimension, he fell prostrate 
before God in worship: The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor, the prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly, the 
prophecy of one who hears the words of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls prostrate and whose 
eyes are opened: How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places, Israel!Nu.24:3-5 When we see God 
through Jesus, we will either try to run away from God (like Adam and Eve) or reverence God 
(like the Wise men at Jesus’ nativity). True spiritual understanding (revelation) will always result 
in the worship of God. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone 
who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 When Isaiah saw the Lord, he 
immediately recognised his sinfulness: In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 



  

throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six 
wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 
glory...” “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”Is.6:1-5 But after Isaiah knew he was 
spiritually clean (made holy) he was eager to do anything God wanted him to: He said, “Your 
guilt has been taken away. Your sin has been paid for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord. He said, “Who 
will I send? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me!”Is.6:7-8 
In order to truly worship God, we have to know Him—and it is only Jesus Christ who reveals 
God to us: All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.Jn.10:22 Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. 
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”Jn.4:21-26 But 
now Jesus has returned to His Father, it is the Holy Spirit who reveals God to us: But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit 
will receive from me what he will make known to you.Jn.16:13-15 God is primarily revealed through the 
Scriptures: Be good to your servant while I live, that I may obey your word. Open my eyes that I may see 
wonderful things in your law.Ps.119:17-18 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road 
and opened the Scriptures to us?”Lk.24:30-32 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom 
and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.Is.29:18 But people rarely read the Scriptures and so we are the 
only “scriptures” that they ever read! And God has given us the task of revealing Him to others 
by shining our light: You are the light of the world. A city on a hill can't be hidden. Also, people do not light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine in front of others. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will 
praise your Father who is in heaven.Matt.5:14-16 I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold 
of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to 
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in 
darkness.Is.42:6-7 I will rescue you from the Jewish people and from the non-Jewish people to whom I am sending 
you. You will open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light and from Satan's control to God's. Then 
they will receive forgiveness for their sins and a share among God's people who are made holy by believing in 
me.'Acts.26:17-18 
The spiritual realities of God and eternity; of sin, righteousness and judgement; of heaven and 
hell; of sins forgiven; of being made right with God; of calling God “our Father”; of becoming 
a child of God—these spiritual realities are real and relevant. Although they can’t be seen with 
our natural senses, the effects of them can be seen with our natural senses and we need to keep 
our spiritual eyes open so we can see the bigger picture—the real picture, the God picture. When 
the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots 
had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked. “Don't be afraid,” the prophet 
answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” And Elisha prayed, “Open his 



  

eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills 
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.2Kg.6:15-17 
The question is: What do you see? Do you see gloom or glory? See, darkness covers the earth and 
thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will 
come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble 
and come to you;Is.60:2-3 The Christian hope is glory not gloom: the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory. He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.Col.1:27-28 In fact, gloom should not be part of our 
lifestyle. Of course, we can’t help feeling sad or despondent but we can help being sad and 
despondent. So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of your body, for youth and 
vigour are meaningless. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come.Eccl.11:10-

12:1 We grow in our Christian faith by taking comfort and encouragement from God’s Word—
which can never fail: Unless the LORD had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the silence of death. 
When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing love, LORD, supported me. When anxiety was great within 
me, your consolation brought me joy [When I worried about many things, your assuring words soothed my 
soul].Ps.94:17-19 We also grow in our Christian faith by fellowshipping with other Believers: For what 
is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it 
not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.1Thess.2:19-20  

So let’s take God’s Word seriously and see it being fulfilled in our hearing today—as it was 
when Jesus spoke in the Synagogue years ago. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord 
is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favour.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”Lk.4:16-21 Yes, God is good, His Word is true and it works in my life! 
Have you seen God’s salvation? If you have, then like Simeon you can leave in peace this 
morning: Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have 
seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.Lk.2:29-32 If you haven’t yet seen God’s salvation, then you 
can reach out to Him right now because He will never turn anyone away: I will never turn away 
anyone who comes to me.Jn.6:37 
 
Questions 
Is it possible to now what God has prepared for us? 
What is the difference between believing in your head (learning) and believing in your heart 
(revelation)? 
How can get we revelation? 
How can we open the eyes of other people? 
How can we get rid of gloom? 
How can we see God’s salvation? 
 
Spiritual Helps  
Eternal Father, it is amazing love, that You have sent Your Son to suffer in my stead; that You 
have given Your Spirit to teach, comfort, guide, that You have allowed the ministry of angels 
to wall me round. Permit Your unseen servants to be ever active on my behalf and to rejoice 
when grace expands in me. Suffer them never to rest until my conflict is over and I stand 



  

victorious on salvation's shore. Grant that my proneness to evil, my deadness to good and my 
resistance to Your Spirit's motions, may never provoke You to abandon me. May my heart 
awake Your pity, not Your wrath—and if the enemy gets an advantage through my corruption, 
let it be seen that heaven is mightier than hell and that those who are for me are greater than 
those against me. Arise to my help in the richness of covenant blessings—keep me feeding in 
the pastures of Your strengthening Word and searching Scripture to find You there. If my 
waywardness is visited with a scourge—enable me to receive correction meekly, to bless the 
reproving hand, to discern the motive of rebuke, to respond promptly and do the first work. 
Let all Your fatherly dealings with me make me a partaker of Your holiness. Grant that in every 
fall, I may sink lower on my knees and that when I rise, it may be to loftier heights of devotion. 
May every cross be sanctified; every loss be gain, every denial a spiritual advantage; every dark 
day a light of the Holy Spirit; and every night of trial, a song.  
 
Sunday 19th December Ps.128 Matt.1:18-2:23 
19/12/2021 Consider therefore the KINDNESS and sternness of God: sternness to 
those who fell, but KINDNESS to you, provided that you continue in his KINDNESS. 
Romans 11:22 
Celebrating Christmas  
Each December in Church settings Christmas is celebrated through Scripture readings, carols 
and, if there are children, in nativity plays. But each December Christmas is also celebrated in 
secular settings through Father Christmas, pantomimes, presents and parties.  
The secular perspective of Christmas is about having a good time (whatever that means) and in 
the giving and receiving of gifts. However, for most of society, Christmas has lost its true 
meaning—but then, for most of society Christianity has also lost its meaning too! But the 
secularisation of Christmas (and also Christianity) is not new! Most of the Victorian Christmas 
cards were not religious ,and even earlier, in the C16th, Bishop Hugh Latimer (who was burnt at 
the stake for his faith at Oxford in 1555) said: Men dishonour Christ more in the 12 days of Christmas 
than in all the 12 months besides. There are some New Testament instructions about celebrating 
“holy” days: Some people consider one day to be more holy than another. Others think all days are the same. 
Each person should be absolutely sure in his own mind. Those who think one day is special do it to honour the 
Lord.Rom.14:5-6 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, 
a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, 
is found in Christ.Col.2:16-17 But there is no mention of any remembrance or celebration of Jesus’ 
nativity in Scripture and so Christmas is a Church festival rather than a Christian festival. The 
Baptist pastor, Charles Spurgeon in a sermon delivered on December 24th, 1871 said: “We have 
no superstitious regard for times and seasons. Certainly we do not believe in the present ecclesiastical arrangement 
called Christmas. First, because we do not believe in the mass at all, but abhor it, whether it be said or sung in 
Latin or in English; and, secondly, because we find no Scriptural warrant whatever for observing any day as the 
birthday of the Saviour, and, consequently, its observance is a superstition, because not of Divine authority. When 
it can be proved that the observance of Christmas, Whitsuntide and other Popish festivals was ever instituted by a 
Divine statute, we also will attend to them, but not till then. It is as much our duty to reject the traditions of men 
as to observe the ordinances of the Lord.” The only celebration mentioned in Scripture that applies to 
Christians, is the celebration of Jesus’ death and resurrection—and we remember that with bread 
and wine in what we call “the Lord’s Table” or “the Lord’s Supper”. However, this was never meant 
to be a religious ritual or something to celebrate once a year. The Lord’s Table is whenever we 
break bread together and it is a time to remember Jesus’ death, resurrection and return: When we 
bless the cup at the Lord's Table, aren't we sharing in the blood of Christ? And when we break the bread, aren't 
we sharing in the body of Christ? And though we are many, we all eat from one loaf of bread, showing that we are 



  

one body.1Cor.10:16-17 When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat… For whenever you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.1Cor.11:20-26 Nevertheless, having a 
wholesome time together with the sharing gifts is a good tradition and is also scriptural: Mordecai 
recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far, to 
have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar as the time when the Jews got 
relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of 
celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another 
and gifts to the poor.Est.9:20-22 And having a wholesome time with the sharing gifts is compatible with 
New Covenant teaching too: The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God.Acts.10:4 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. After an 
absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor.Acts.24:16-17 In the C17th the 
Puritans were so concerned about the immoral revelling of Christmas that the Long Parliament 
officially outlawed Christmas. This was not a reaction against the secularisation of Christmas but 
rather against the superstition of Christmas and especially the excesses of the festivities such as 
drunkenness, gluttony, gambling, etc. What was called a “holy” day had become an extremely 
“unholy” day—it was no longer “Christmas-sacred” but “Christ-massacred”! The “Ordinance for the Better 
Observation of the Feast of the Nativity of Christ” tried to bring some Christian values and morals to 
society: Whereas some doubts have been raised whether the next fast shall be celebrated, because it falleth on the 
day which, heretofore, was usually called the Feast of the Nativity of our Saviour; the Lords and Commons do 
order and ordain that public notice be given, that the fast appointed to be kept on the last Wednesday in every 
month, ought to be observed until it be otherwise ordered by both houses; and that this day particularly is to be kept 
with the more solemn humiliation because it may call to remembrance our sins and the sins of our forefathers, who 
have turned this feast, pretending the memory of Christ, into an extreme forgetfulness of him, by giving liberty to 
carnal and sensual delights; being to the life which Christ himself led here on earth, and to the spiritual life of Christ 
in our souls; for the sanctifying and saying whereof Christ was pleased both to take a human life, and to lay it 
down again. In 1656, Hezekiah Woodward wrote an anti-Christmas tract entitled “Christmas 
Day”: “The old Heathen's Feasting Day, in honour of Saturn their Idol-God, the Papist's Massing Day, the 
Profane Man's Ranting Day, the Superstitious Man's Idol Day, the Multitude's Idle Day, Satan's—that 
Adversary's—Working Day, the True Christian Man's Fasting day. We are persuaded, no one thing more 
hindereth the Gospel work all the year long, than doth the observation of that Idol Day once in a year, having so 
many days of cursed observation with it”. In 1652 the Commonwealth Parliament reaffirmed the ban 
on Christmas with this resolution: That no observation shall be had of the five and twentieth day of December 
commonly called Christmas-Day; nor any solemnity used or exercised in churches upon the day in respect thereof. 
Of course, this did not go down well in many parts of England. On Wednesday 22nd December 
1647, the Town Crier in Canterbury proclaimed: Christmas day, and all other Superstitious festivals 
should be put down, and that a Market should be kept upon Christmas day. Three days later on Christmas 
Day, only a few shops were open but a crowd of over 10,000 people forced those shops shut and 
then started the “Plum Pudding Riots”. The crowd demanded a church service, permission to 
decorate doorways with holly bushes and for the shops to stay shut. Under the slogan "For God, 
King Charles and Kent" they then descended into violence and riot, with a soldier being assaulted 
and the Mayor's house attacked. Canterbury stayed under the rioters' control for several weeks 
until they were forced to surrender in early January!  
Although we may complain that commercialism has robbed Christmas of its true meaning, the 
idea of a good time and the giving and receiving of gifts is actually at the heart of the Christmas 
message. At the 1st Christmas, the angels announced to the Shepherds: Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born 
to you; he is Christ the Lord.Lk.2:10-11 



  

The message of Christmas is good news of great joy for all people! However, this good 
news of Christmas is not about good time of good health (although that is always good), nor is 
it about good time of good government (although that is always good), nor is it about good 
time of successful employment (although that is always good), nor is it even about good time 
of social reform (although that is always good too). The good news of Christmas is about a 
Saviour who is Christ the Lord. So what does a Saviour do? A Saviour saves! Joseph was told 
to take Mary as his wife and to call her baby “Jesus” because He would save His people from 
their sins (“Jesus” means “Saviour”): Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. 
The baby inside her is from the Holy Spirit. She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Jesus. 
That is because he will save his people from their sins.Matt.1:20-21 The good news of Christmas is that our 
sin can be forgiven and so we can be reconciled to God. This means that we can live the rest 
of our life with a good conscience—even if we have done bad things. Of course, some bad 
things have consequences and we still have to pay the penalty for that but to know that God 
has forgiven us and that we will live with Him forever, is the greatest good news ever! No 
wonder the angel told the shepherds that it was good news of great joy! And because this is a 
gift, we can’t earn it and neither can we pay for it—but like our NHS, it is completely free at 
the point of need! So how do we receive this free gift of being saved from our sins? The Carol 
“O little town of Bethlehem” puts it this way:  

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Lord enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us to day. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

If you sing that true conviction and really mean it, God will really enter your life and then you 
can enter into the real meaning of Christmas: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.Lk.2:10-11 

 
Belonging to Jesus  
Heavenly Father, Teach me to see Your Spirit and Your power are mine by resting on Christ's 
death alone and that if Christ has pacified You and satisfied divine justice, then He can also 
deliver me from my sins. I am are justified by Christ and I do not live in self-confidence in my 
own strength, but I am enabled to obey You by the Spirit of life You have given me. That Spirit 
of life within answers to the law without and if I don’t sin, I should thank You for it but if I do 
sin, I should come to You for forgiveness. When I see how sin strikes at You, it makes me 
mourn and when I see that it was sin that caused Christ's death, it makes me mourn. You have 
taught me that faith is nothing else than receiving Your kindness; that faith is a resting on Christ; 
that faith is a clinging to Him as a branch to the tree and seeking life and vigour from Him. 
Reconciliation with You proves that my faith has truly apprehended Christ and the evidence of 
my reconciliation is sanctification.. I thank You for showing me the vast difference between 
knowing things by reason and knowing them by the spirit of faith. By reason I see a thing is so 
but by faith I know it is so. When I saw You by reason I was not been amazed but when I saw 
You as You are in Your Son, I was overwhelmed to behold You. I bless You that I am Yours 
in my Saviour, Jesus.  
 



  

Sunday 26th December. Ps.130 Lk.2:41-52 
26/12/2021 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly KINDNESS; 
and to brotherly kindness, love. 2Peter 1:5-7 
God’s Business: Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?Lk.2:49 
God is Trinity—a tri-unity, 3 Persons but 1 God—and this is clearly seen throughout Scripture. 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light.Gen.1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.Jn.1:1-3 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven 
was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”Lk.3:21-22 Because we are made in God’s image, we 
are created to be in unity—unity with God and also unity with people. God explained this 
principle of being together, of unity: The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for him.”Gen.1:18 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 
God sets the lonely in families.Ps.68:5-6 How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity!Ps.133:1 
If we isolate ourselves from others we are being unnatural and foolish. A man who isolates himself 
seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment. A fool has no delight in understanding, but in expressing 
his own heart.Prov.18:1-2 Jesus was obedient to His earthly parents: His parents didn't know what to think. 
"Son," his mother said to him, "why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for 
you everywhere." "But why did you need to search?" he asked. "Didn't you know that I must be in my Father's 
house?" But they didn't understand what he meant. Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to 
them. And his mother stored all these things in her heart. Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favour with 
God and all the people.Lk.2:48-52 But Jesus’ priority was His heavenly Father—both to please Him and 
to fellowship with Him. Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did 
not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, 
‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, my God.'Heb.10:5-7 I will not say 
much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the world 
may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.Jn.14:30-31 Jesus answered, “I'm 
not possessed. I honour my Father, but you dishonour me. I don't want my own glory.Jn.8:49-50 Jesus is our 
example and He has set a pattern for us—we too should be about our heavenly Father’s business: 
Didn't you realize that I should be involved with my Father's affairs?Lk.2:49 So what is God’s business? God’s 
business is the affairs of His Kingdom. That was the message that Jesus brought: After John was 
put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”Mk.1:14-15 
The wise men looked in the wrong place for the King of the Jews—they expected this new born 
King to be a political ruler and so they went to Jerusalem: After Jesus’ birth, Wise Men from the east 
came to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the child who has been born to be king of the Jews? When we were in 
the east, we saw his star. Now we have come to worship him.”Matt.2:1-2 But Jesus is not ruling in Jerusalem 
(and neither will He rule from Jerusalem in the Middle East) because His kingdom is a spiritual 
kingdom, not a political kingdom: Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” “You are a king, then!” said 
Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”Jn.18:26-37 Once, on being 
asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God 
is not something that can be observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,' or ‘There it is,' because the kingdom of God 



  

is in your midst [already among you or within you].Lk.17:20-21 However, Jesus is ruling from the spiritual 
Jerusalem: Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a sound from heaven like the 
roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their 
harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could 
learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.Rev.14:1-3 Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.Col.3:1-2 God is the blessed and only Ruler. He is the greatest King of all. He is 
the most powerful Lord of all. God is the only one who can't die. He lives in light that no one can get close to. No 
one has seen him. No one can see him. Give honour and power to him forever. Amen.1Tim.5:15-16 

Kings (and those in authority) deserve the respect that their office holds, but as Christians we 
should also respect them because of our respect for God: Let everyone be subject to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will 
be commended. [Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. Insofar as there is peace and order, it's God's 
order. So live responsibly as a citizen. If you're irresponsible to the state, then you're irresponsible with God, and 
God will hold you responsible. Duly constituted authorities are only a threat if you're trying to get by with something. 
Decent citizens should have nothing to fear.]Rom.13:1-3 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honour the king. You who are slaves must submit to your masters because you fear God.1Pet.2:17-

18 This is especially true of the King of kings: the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords 
and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.Rev.17:14 God, the blessed and only 
Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might forever. Amen.1Tim.6:15-16 Our respect and reverence 
for God is part of our worship. Worship is means worth-ship and our worship of God is a lifestyle 
of obedience not just singing. And when we worship God we are partaking in something that is 
majestic and monumental—we joining together with God’s family on earth and also joining 
together with God’s family in heaven to worship the King of kings: But you have come to Mount Zion, 
to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of 
all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.Heb.12:22-24 So let’s be busy about God’s business and take 
our place in God’s house, giving proper respect to the King of kings as we submit to His rule 
in our life. Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?Lk.2:49 
Freedom 
O Holy Father, You have freely given me Your Son. O Divine Son, You have freely paid my 
debt. O Eternal Spirit, You have freely bid me come. O Triune God, You have freely graced 
me with salvation. My prayers and tears could not suffice to pardon my sins and a thankful 
acceptance could never pay my debts—but my believing is my receiving. What did You see in 
me, that I, a poor, diseased, despised sinner should be clothed in Your bright glory? Who can 
fathom Your immeasurable love? As far as the rational soul exceeds the senses, so does the 
spirit exceed the rational in its knowledge of You. You have given me understanding to compass 
the earth and to measure the sun, moon and stars, but above all—to know You, the only true 
God. I marvel that the finite can know the Infinite—here a little and then afterwards in full-
orbed truth. Now I know but a small portion of what I shall know—here in part, then in 
perfection, here a hint, then in glory. To know is to enjoy—and to know You is life eternal. 
Keep me in Your freedom of experiencing Your salvation continually.  



  

Bible Time Chart  
Time Chart of OT 
1479B.C.   Exodus under Thutmose II  
(Thutmose II is the only Pharaoh's mummy to display cysts, possible evidence of plagues that spread through the 
Egyptian and Hittite Empires at that time. [Edersheim, A., Old Testament Bible History]) 
1270B.C.  Another possible date for the Exodus (under Ramesses 2 also called Ramesses the Great) 
1000B.C.  David 
970B.C.  Solomon builds the Temple 
722B.C.  Israel’s (Northern Kingdom) Exile 2Kings 17:6 
597/6B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) 1st Exile 2Kings 24:10-17 
586B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) 2nd Exile 2Kings 25:1-21 
537B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) Return from Exile  
 
Time Chart of NT 
20/19B.C. Herod’s Temple began 
18/17B.C. Herod’s Temple in use 
c8B.C. Zechariah in the Temple (Lk.1) 
5B.C. April 5th Birth of Jesus 
4B.C. Death of Herod the Great 
A.D.14 -37  Reign of Tiberius Caesar  
A.D.29 Baptism of Jesus Lk.3:1 15th year of Tiberius reign hence A.D. 29 ** 
A.D.33 April Wed. 1st Last Supper (see Colin Humpreys’ “The Mystery of the Last Supper”) 
A.D.33 April Fri. 3rd Crucifixion of Jesus 
c A.D.35 Conversion of Paul Acts 9 
<A.D.37 Christianity came to Britain. *** 
A.D.37-41 Reign of Caligula 
A.D.41-54 Reign of Claudius 
c A.D.44 Death of Herod Agrippa 1 
< A.D.50 Letter of James 
A.D.48-49 Paul’s 1st missionary journey 
A.D.49/50 Jerusalem Conference Acts.15 
A.D.50 Paul’s 2nd missionary journey 
A.D.50-52 Paul at Corinth 
A.D.51 1 & 2 Thessalonians from Corinth 
A.D.52 Galatians from Corinth 
A.D.54 Paul’s 3rd missionary journey 
A.D.54 -68 Reign of Nero 
A.D.54-57 Paul at Ephesus 
A.D.57 1Corinthians from Ephesus 
A.D.57 2Corinthians from Macedonia 
A.D.57/58 Romans from Corinth 
A.D.58 Paul’s arrest at Jerusalem 
A.D.58-60 Paul’s imprisonment at Cæsarea 
A.D.60-61 Paul winters at Malta 
A.D.61 Paul arrives at Rome 
A.D.61-63 Paul’s imprisonment at Rome 
A.D.62 Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon from Rome 
A.D.63 Philippians from Rome 



  

A.D.63-65 Paul’s release & further ministry 
A.D.63 1Timothy & Titus 
A.D.63-64 Hebrews (possibly Barnabas) 
A.D.64 Herod’s Temple finished 
<A.D.65 Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts 
<A.D.65 Revelation**** 
A.D.64 1 & 2 Peter from Rome 
A.D.65 Peter’s death in Rome 
A.D.65 Paul’s 2nd imprisonment at Rome 
A.D.65 2 Timothy from Rome 
A.D.65 Paul’s death at Rome 
<A.D.65 Gospel John, 1, 2, & 3 John 
A.D.65/66 Jude 
A.D.68 Death of Nero 
A.D.68-69 Reign of Galba 
A.D.69 Reign of Otho 
A.D.69 Reign of Vitellius 
A.D.69-79 Reign of Vespasian 
A.D.70 Destruction of Jerusalem by Titus 
A.D.79-81 Reign of Titus 
A.D.98/100 Death of John 
A.D.81-96 Reign of Domitian 
 

** Besides the dating from Tiberius, Daniel had stated that it would be 69 “weeks” before Messiah 
would appear from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel 9:26). Accepting that a “week” 
represents seven years and the decree to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was given around 
455B.C. (during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah), a specific period of 483 years (69 x 7) was to 
elapse before the Messiah would appear, dating Jesus’ Baptism at A.D.29 (there is no date of 0B.C. 
or A.D.0). Also: They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 
in three days?” Jn.2:20  
 
*** Gildas (A.D.516-570) a British Historian, states, Meanwhile, these islands ... received the beams of 
light that is, the Holy precepts of Christ, the true Sun at the latter part, as we know, of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar Roman Emperor A.D. 14-37 

 

**** Reasons for early date for Revelation: 
External evidence: 
Clement of Alexandria (A.D.150-220) plainly states that it was Nero who banished John to 
Patmos, not Emperor Domitian: And to give you confidence, when you have thus truly repented, that 
there remains for you a trustworthy hope of salvation, hear a story that is no mere story, but a true account of 
John the apostle that has been handed down and preserved in memory. When after the death of the tyrant 
(previously identified as Nero) he removed from the island of Patmos to Ephesus, he used to journey by request 
to the neighbouring districts of the Gentiles, in some places to appoint bishops, in others to regulate whole 
churches, in others to set among the clergy some one man, it may be, of those indicated by the Spirit. ("Who is 
the Rich Man that shall be Saved?", Section 42) 
Cerinthus was a C1st author who wrote The Pseudo-Apocalypse. He died well before John, i.e. 
well before A.D.95, but his Pseudo-Apocalypse contains many references to John's 
Apocalypse (the Book of Revelation).  



  

Internal evidence: 
42 months = the period between A.D.64 and A.D.66 when Nero embarked on the most violent 
campaign against Christians martyring multitudes. 
666 = six hundred and sixty-six, not six, six, six. It is the numerical value of “Caesar Nero” 
The "temple" in the "holy city" is still standing as John writes, though it is being threatened with 
devastation (Rev.11:1-2). We know as a matter of historical fact that the Jewish temple was 
destroyed in A.D.70, and has never been rebuilt. (2) The sixth "king" is presently ruling from 
the "seven mountains" and will do so until a king comes who will reign a "short time" (Rev.17:9-10). 
The preterist takes this to be a clear enough allusion to Nero Caesar. According to the 
enumeration found in Josephus' Antiquities (18:2:2,6, 10) and Suetonius' Lives of the Twelve Caesars, 
Nero is Rome's sixth emperor, following Julius Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius, and Claudius. 
"...the cryptic number 666 (Rev.13:18) designates Nero. The number involves the use of gemetria 
(assigning numerical values to letters of the alphabet and thus determining the numerical value 
of words). Nero Caesar written in Hebrew letters has the numerical value of 666. That 
explanation becomes all the more probable when you realize that in Hebrew, Nero can also be 
spelled Neron. With the second "n" the numerical value is 666. Without it, 616 (a well-attested 
reading in some New Testament manuscripts).” J. Stewart Russell, The Parousia 
"It is with great satisfaction that he finds himself in substantial agreement with the distinguished 
ecclesiastical historian and theologian, Dr. Dollinger, of Munich, in his interpretation of St. 
Paul's prediction in 2 Thessalonians. (1) Dr. Dollinger distinctly identifies the "Man of Sin" with 
Nero, a conclusion now so generally accepted by the highest authorities, that it may be regarded 
as a settled point. (2) He clearly distinguishes between the "Man of Sin" and "the Apostasy," so 
frequently confounded by the mass of interpreters. Dollinger shows that the former is a person, 
the latter a heresy. (3) He recognizes "the Beast" of the Apocalypse as the Emperor, and therefore 
identical with the "Man of Sin." (4) The miracles wrought by the "Second Beast" (the Beast from 
the earth) he regards as a representation derived from our Lord's prophecy on the Mount of 
Olives."  (The Parousia, Afterword.) 
The seven seals are shown to have taken place during the reign of the Emperors Augustus to 
Vespasian. The seven trumpets during the time when Rome placed 4 battalions at the Euphrates 
River (Rev.9:14). The seven bowls, when Nero was Emperor (Rev.17:10). But Revelation 20 
makes the point that there is a long-time gap between Jerusalem being judged and the events 
described in verse 9 by its use of the term “thousand years”. A. Corbett: Revelation. 
 
Rome launched its persecution against Christians in A.D.64 under the direction of Caesar Nero. 
This ended with his death in A.D.68. It had lasted around 1240 days (3½ years). Rome launched 
its attack against Jerusalem in A.D.66 and this ended when Jerusalem fell under the leadership 
of Caesar Vespasian in A.D.70. This was a period of 1260 days (3½ years).  
   



  

Write a Memory Verse 2021 
January — Joy: a feeling of great pleasure and happiness 
03/01/2021 Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
10/01/2021 Romans 12:12  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  
17/01/2021 Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
24/01/2021 Philippians 4:4  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  
31/01/2021 James 1:2 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  
 
February — Faith: complete trust or confidence in someone or something 
07/02/2021 Ephesians 2:8 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God 
14/02/2021 Hebrews 11:1 
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
21/02/2021 Romans 5:1 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
28/02/2021 Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
 
March — Wisdom: having experience, knowledge, and good judgment 
07/03/2021 James 1:5 
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him. 
 14/03/2021 Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. 
21/03/2021 2 Timothy 3:15 
how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
28/03/2021 Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline. 
 
April — Unity: being united or joined as a whole 
04/04/2021 1Corinthians 12:12 
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  



  

11/04/2021 Ephesians 4:13 
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
18/04/2021 Ephesians 4:3 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
25/04/2021 John 17:23 
I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
 
May — Perseverance: doing something despite difficulty 
02/05/2021 Hebrews 12:1 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. 
09/05/2021 Luke 8:15 
But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the 
word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 
16/05/2021 Romans 5:3 
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 
23/05/2021 2Thessalonians 1:4 
Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the 
persecutions and trials you are enduring. 
30/05/2021 James 1:3-4 
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance 
must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 
June — Honesty: truthfulness, sincerity; freedom from deceit and fraud 
06/06/2021 Hebrews 13:18 
Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honourably 
in every way. 
13/06/2021 2Kings 12:15 
They did not require an accounting from those to whom they gave the money to pay 
the workers, because they acted with complete honesty. 
20/06/2021 Proverbs 12:17-18 
A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells lies. Reckless words 
pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
27/06/2021 Proverbs 24:26 
An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips. 
 
July — Courage: the ability to do something that frightens you 
04/07/2021 John 16:33 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
11/07/2021 Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. 
18/07/2021 Acts 4:13 



  

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. 
25/07/2021 1Corinthians 16:13-14 
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything 
in love. 
 
August — Understanding: comprehension; having insight or good judgement. 
01/08/2021 Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
08/08/2021 Proverbs 3:13-14 
Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, for she is 
more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 
15/08/2021 Ephesians 1:7-9 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 
22/08/2021 Colossians 1:9 
this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. 
29/08/2021 1John.5:20 
We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son 
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
 
September — Hopefulness: confidence about the future or the successful outcome of something 
05/09/2021 Romans 5:5 
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
12/09/2021 Psalms 25:5 
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in 
you all day long. 
19/09/2021 1Peter 3:15 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience. 
26/09/2021 Isaiah 40:31 
but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
 
October — Rewards: a thing given in recognition of one's service, effort, or achievement 
03/10/2021 Ecclesiastes  8:12 
Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know 
that it will go better with those who fear God, who are reverent before him. 



  

10/10/2021 Revelation 22:12 
Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according 
to what they have done. 
17/10/2021 1Samuel 26:23a 
The LORD rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. 
24/10/2021 Matthew 16:27 
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he 
will reward each person according to what they have done.  
31/10/2021 1Corinthians 9:24 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get the prize. 
 
November — Patience: to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or suffering without getting angry 
07/11/2021 Ecclesiastes 7:8-9 
The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride. Do 
not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools. 
14/11/2021 Hebrews 6:12 
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit what has been promised. 
21/11/2021 2 Timothy 4:2 
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  
28/11/2021 Proverbs 19:11 
A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.  
 

December — Kindness: quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate 
05/12/2021 Acts.14:17 
Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you 
rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and 
fills your hearts with joy. 
12/12/2021 Colossians 3:12 
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
19/12/2021 Romans 11:22 
Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. 
26/12/2021 2Peter 1:5-7 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. 
  



  

We expect Christians to take their responsibilities and privileges seriously  

➢ by taking an active part in the work and worship of the Church according to their ability 
and circumstances 

➢ by relating into the Church’s system of Pastoral care  

➢ by prayerfully contribute to the unity, encouragement and fellowship of the Church  

➢ by showing a Scriptural regard for those in positions of leadership  

➢ by supporting the Church through regular attendance at services of worship, regular 
prayer and considered giving 

We also expect Christians to live by the accepted rules of Christian conduct—which includes 
being a loyal citizen of our Country: We render loyalty to Her Majesty’s Government as far as conscience 
and morality permit; and also a commitment to Christian marriage: We uphold the Biblical standard of 
monogamous, heterosexual marriage between a biological man and biological woman as the only acceptable union. 
 
Christian Guidelines (especially throughout the Covid Pandemic) 
Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their 
level; they are God's emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing good, you might 
cure the ignorance of the fools who think you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by 
serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your 
spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government.2Pet.2:13-17 
 
 
True repentance which will always include these 5 A’s:  
Acknowledgement of the wrong.  
Apology for the wrong.  
Action of determination to change.  
Appreciation of God’s forgiveness.  
Attitude of grace, gratitude and gentleness towards God and people.  
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